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DELEGATES 
TO THE 


Lediedeantdaries EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 





rl No. of 
Organizations 32 rs Name and address of delegates. 
~2 
A delegate 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers, 
International Union of......... 1 105 a Kerker, 10683 Kelly street, New York 
ity. 
{ 64 bd E: + apeteny, Box 64, Azusa, Cal. ™ 
ere ae P 7 . 64 rank oschang, Box 397, Albany : a ™ # 
meee mas rnational Union, Jour rl 64 Jas. C. Shanessy, 603 Burlington Building, 


St. Louis, Mo. 
63 George K. Smith, 471 10th street, Oak- 
\ land, Cal. 
Bill Posters and Billers of A., Na- 
tional AJHAMCE. .... .cccccscoes 1 14 A. P. Tighe, southeast corner Ninth and 
Plum streets, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
4 OSC an Kline, 585 Monon Building, Chicago, 


Blacksmiths International Brother- 


5 33. John J. Mockler, 540 Farm avenue, Web- 
0) ee ei ee : ster Grove, Mo. 
33 George Kuykendall, 655 Galaycago street, 
\ Denver, Colo. 
Boilermakers and Iron Ship Build- 76 Joseph A, Franklin, Law Building, Kansas 
ers of America, Brotherhood of.. 2 City, Kan. 


76 George F. Dunn, 354 N. Arsenal avenue, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
Bookbinders, International Brother- 
ee EE OPS err see ere 1 79 tobert Glockling, 4 Emerson avenue, To- 
ronto, Can. 
¢4 Chas. L. Baine, 246 Summer street, Bos- 


| ton, Mass. 
64 Emmet T. Walls, Box 409, Brockton, Mass. 
Boot and Shoe Workers Union.... 5 64 Nellie O’Boy, 23 First Parish Building, 
| Brockton, Mass. 
64 James F. Kane, Box 104, Rockland, Mass. 


64 Alvin C. Howes, Middleboro, Mass. 
t0 Louis Kemper, Rooms 109, 110 and 111 
| Odd Fellows Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
x0) 6A. J. Kugler, 68 8S. Orange street, Newark, 
Brewery Workers International | N. < 
ON re ee ee Ee ee Er 5 #0 Frank “Koralek, 1007 10th street, Denver, 
Colo 


| #0 John Sullivan, 193 Bowery, New York City. 
80 Edmond F. Ward, 1117 Columbus avenue, 
Boston, Mass. 
34.—«O# Yr oe Pa mens os ———, Central 
™ aia iris " r » Building, Inc ianapolis n 
Bridge and Structural Iron Work- oa rea 3 a 
ers, International Association of. 3 33 bag > Pi a ai 116 . North street, Buf 
33. John H. Barry, 1907 Wright street, St. 
| Louis, Mo. 
Broom and Whisk Makers Union, 


rarer 1 8 | James MecKinzie, Denver, Colo. 
(257 Frank Duffy, Box 187, Indianapolis, Ind. 
; 257 Wm. D. Huber, Box 187, Indianapolis, Ind. 
| 253 W. A. Sexton, 4300 E. First street; Los 
Angeles, Cal. 
Carperters and Joiners of A., United hoe sag Os ae OT Saeategn. avenan -Ree 
DEGEROENGOE OE icc cea cceeveees 7 fea’ l vere > 7 40 
256 rho Flynn, 2080 W. 12th street, Chicago, 


I 
256 +S. Botterill, 26 N. 19th street, East 
Orange, N. 
256 J. .P. O'Reilly, 714 Fifth street N. E., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
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z| a 
| 0. “s 
w | votes for 
Organizations. S| each 
2 delegate 
{ 27 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalga-! | 
mated Society........ccccccecs 3 a 
| er 
| 
Carvers Association of N. A., Wood) 1 13 
Car Workers, International Associa- 
a SPOUT TTTT TTT Te ere 1 a 
Cement Workers, American Brother- { 37 
Ge x Kisibns dices ctes cedex 2 4 36 
| 36 
{ 82 
| 82 
Cigarmakers' International Union| | | go 
Sere rere ere etree ry 5 hag 
82 
81 
| 100 
100 
Clerks International Association...| 5 ; 100 
100 
100 
Coopers International Union of { % 
Ne ae ete eer et eae ae 2 24 
| 
Electrical Workers of America, In- | | 161 
ternational Brotherhood of...... ; st 160 
| J 
| | 
Elevator Constructors, Internation- | 
RIES S35 64 Cok s a ese he'd ieck chee | 1 | 25 
| | { 42 
| | 
Engineers, International Union of) | | 42 
ce SR ERE T EOE GIS. Ae Se ‘ 
eo | 42 
| | 
| | | 42 
| { 58 
iremen, International Brotherhood, | mr 
of Stationary.............ses05 | 3] fess 
| | | 57 
Fitters and Helpers of America, In- | 28 
ternational Association of Steam | ; 
BIT EEOC WEEP. soc ccc cee vccccsl 2 | | 28 
( 
Flour and Cereal Mill seabenenx! | 
International Union of......... | 1 | 8 
| 
Foundry Employes, International | 
Brotherhood of................ | 1 | 7 
| 





Name and address of delegates. 


A. C. Sanders, 873 Dundas street, 
Ww ‘my Pte, 299 W. 153d street, New York 
a Abbott Court, Chi- 
230 Woodbine street, Brook- 


Toronto, 


Herbert Crampton, 28 
eago, Ill. 

F — Detlef, 
lyn, N. ¥. 


P. F. Richardson, Rooms 1205-1206 Star 
pens, 356 Dearborn street, Chicago, 


Martin Goellnitz, 214 Mechanics’ Bank 
Building, San Francisco. 

Thos. E. Keough, Mason and Market 
ie San Francisco. 

Samuel Gompers, 423 G W., 
Washington, D. 

Thomas F. ‘Tracy, 11 Appleton street, Bos- 
ton, Mass 

J. Mahlon ‘Barnes, 180 Washington street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

George R. French, 
Block, Chicago. 

John T. Smith, 1112 Locust street, 
City. Mo. 

Max Morris, 315-Appel Building, Denver, 


olo. 

H. J. Conway, Room 912, 153 La Salle 
street, Chicago, Ill. 

A. B. Loebenberg, 47 E. Main street, De- 
eatur, Ill. 

D. F. maneing, 423 G street N. W., 
ington, Lb. C. 

Herman * 25 
York City. 

James A. Cable, Suite A, Board of Trade 


street N. 


Care Room 820 Monon 


Kansas 


Wash- 


Third avenue, New 


Building, Kansas City, Kan. 

Thomas McManus, 1615 I'reeman avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Frank J. MeNulty, Pierick Building, 
Springfield, Ill. 

Stephen J. Fay, 2180 Grenshaw street, 


Chicago, Il. 


Frank Feeney, 2336 8. 
delphia, Pa. 

Matthew Comerford, 
3rooklyn, N. 

Robert A. McKee, 
I 


15th street, Phila- 
510 E. Eighth strect, 


606 Main street, Peoria, 


i. 

P. C. Winn, 1668 N. Sawyer avenue, Chi- 
eago. Tl. 

A. M. Huddell, 606 Main street, Peoria, Ill. 

Cc. L. Shamp, 2502 N. 18th street, Omaha, 
Neb. 

Timothy Healy, 1983 Bowery, New York 
City. 

J. W. Morton, 198 E. Madison street, Chi- 
eago, TIl. 

V. F. Costello, 188 Crown street, New 


Haven, Conn. 
J. J. Sullivan, Rooms 82-4-6, 
New Haven, Conn. 


A. FE. Kellington, 3516 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Poli Building, 


Corn Exchange, 


George Bechtold, 1028 Franklin avenue, St. 
Louis, Mo. 


mS Ae 
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Freight Handlers and Warehouse-! { 39 


men’s International Union of : 
Atieries, INtGriOb. «0 6c cccccsnes | 2 39 
| | 
Fur Workers of U. S. and Canada..| 1 4 
{ 88 
| 88 
Garment Workers of America, United) 5 we 
| 88 
| 
| | 87 
| 
| { 30 
| on 
ilass Bottie Blowers Association. 3 29 
. 29 
| 
Glove Workers Union of America, 
SRUCTRREUIIEE. sincccconcewscsess 1 8 
44 
Granite Cutters International Asso-| 
CGE sist nccsesces Gees nteses 3 43 
43 
| 
| 29 
Hatters of North America, United..|. 3 
28 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers! | 36 
Union of America, International.) 2 56 
| 
Horse Shoers of United States and { 31 
Canada, International........ A 4 30 
| 
{ 78 
7 
Hotel and Restaurant are In-| “ 
ternational Alliance, ete. vere 5 al 
| ae 
! 
| W7 
| ( 34 
Tron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal- 33 
gnmated Association of..... seoul wo ba 
33 
Jewelry Workers Union of America.| 1 4 
| 
Lathers, International Union of { 29 
Wood, Wire and Metal.........} 2 99 


Laundry Workers International 


Union, Shirt, Waist and........| 2 20 


a 


Name and address of delegates. 


P. J. Flannery, 210-212 S. Halsted street, 
Chicago, g 

Joseph J. Williams, Yondorf Building, 210 
S. Ilalstead street, Chicago, II. 

Arthur Kahn, P. O. Box 124, Toronto, 
Ont., Can. 

A Rickert, Rooms i16-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

B. A. Larger, Rooms 116-117 Bible House, 
New York. 

M. Schwarz, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

V. Altman, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

S. L. Lauders, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

ID. A. Hayes, 930 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Harry P. Hoag, 1932 N. 13th street, Terre 
Ifaute, Ind. 

Arthur Muhleman, 59356 Eastern avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Miss Agnes Nestor, Room 506, Bush Tem- 
ple of Music, Chicago, Il. 

James Duncan, Haneock Building, Quincy, 

ass. 

James Cruickshank, Box 91, Barre, Vt. 

Isaac Coombe, 145 Railroad avenue, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y. 

John - Moffitt, 24 Lincoln Place, Orange, 
N. 


Martin Lawlor, 11 Waverly Place, New 
York City. 

James I. Maher, 11 Waverly Place, New 
York City. 

I. A. Stemburgh, 114 Caldwell avenue, El- 
mira, N. Y. 

D. d’Alessandro, 144 North street, Boston, 
Mass. 

Roady Kenehan, 1548 Wazee street, Den- 
ver, Colo. 

John Morrissey, 2274 Drake avenue, Chi- 
cago, 

T. J. Sullivan, 86 Franklin avenue, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Jere L. Sullivan, 610 Commercial Tribune 
Building, Cincinnati, O. 

Wm. @. Sullivan, 952 Clinton avenue N., 
Rochester, N. 

Thos. Rg Farrell, 60 Vublie Square, Cleve- 
land, 

John in, Wi allace, 11 Springfield avenue, 
Newark, } 

P. J. Me irdie, ‘506 House Building, Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

John II. Richards, 203 G street, Granite 
City, . 

David J. Davis, Bleakely avenue, New Cas- 
tle, Pa. 

Gustav Ehret, 141 W. Third avenue, Den- 
ver, Colo. 

William J. Me Sorley, 401 Superior Build- 
ing, Cleveland, Ohio. 

John T. Taggart, 154 E. 54th street, New 
York City. 

John . Manning, 602 Second avenue, Troy, 
N. 


Miss cis Parmer, 316 14th street, San 
Francisco, Cal. : 
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| | 82 
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iremen, International Brotherhood = 
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International Union of......... | | ~ 


Foundry Employes, 


International | | 
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W mi, 
Ci 
Besbe ae 
eago, Il. 
Frank Detlef, 
yn, N. Y. 


Sanders, 873 Dundas street, 


‘byte, 299 W. 


Toronto, 
153d street, New York 
Chi- 
230 Woodbine street, Brook- 


Crampton, 28 Abbott Court, 


P. F. Richardson, Rooms 1205-1206 
Building, 356 Dearborn street, 


Star 
Chicago, 


Martin Goellnitz, 214 Mechanics’ 
Building, San Francisco. 
Thos. E. Keough, Mason Market 
streets, San Francisco. 

Samuel Gompers, Faas G B. We 
Washington, D. 

Thomas F. Tracy, %1 Appleton street, Bos- 


Bank 
and 


street 


ton, Mass 

J. Mahlon Barnes, 180 Washington street, 
Chicago, 

George R. French, Care Room 820 Monon 
Block, Chicago. 

John T. Smith, 1112 Locust street, Kansas 
City. Mo. 

ae Morris, 315-Appel Building, Denver, 
‘olo. 

H. J. Conway, Room 912, 153 La Salle 


street, Chicago, Il. 


A. B. Loebenberg, 47 E. Main street, De- 
eatur, i. 

D. FF. Manning, 423 G street N. W., Wash- 
ington, D. 

Herman A 25 Third avenue, New 
York City. 

James A. Cable, Suite A, Board of Trade 
Building, Kansas City, Kan. 

Thomas McManus, 1615 I'reeman avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Frank J. MeNulty, Pierick Building, 
Springfield, Ill. 

Stephen J. Fay, 2180 Grenshaw street, 
Chicago, Il. 

Frank Feeney, 2356 8S. 15th street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Matthew ces. 510 E. Eighth street, 


Brooklyn, 


Robert A. Moke, 606 Main street, Peoria, 
pc Winn, 1668 N. Sawyer avenue, Chi- 
A. Pn 606 Main street, Peoria, Il. 
Cc. L. Shamp, ‘9502 N. 18th street, Omaha, 
Timothy Healy, 193 Bowery, New York 
J. W. Morton, 198 FE. Madison street, Chi- 

3s Costello, 188 Crown street, New 


Haven, Conn. 
J. J. Sullivan, Rooms 82-4-6, 
New Haven, Conn. 


A. E. 
Minneapolis, 


Poli Building, 


Kellington, 516 Corn 


Exchange, 

Minn. 

George Bechtold, 1028 Franklin avenue, 
Louis, Mo. 
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delegates 


Organizations. Ss 
$ 
Freight Handlers and Warehouse- 
men’s International Union of 
Ambericd, TRICTIO€. «6 ccccccccces 2 


I'ur Workers of U. 8S. and Canada..| 1 


Garment Workers of America, United 5 


Glass Bottie Blowers Association.., 3 


Glove Workers Union of America, 
PUCCINOUIONE! 6 cc decveenes Sane 1 

Granite Cutters International Asso- 
PN + ctu nccceue sear nenemens 3 


Hatters of North America, United..|. 3 


Ilod Carriers and Building Laborers 
Union of America, International.| 2 


Iforse Shoers of United States and 
Canada, International.......... 2 


Hotel and Restaurant Employes In- 
ternational Alliamee, ete........ 5 


Tron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amal- 
gaimated Association of......... 3 


Jewelry Workers Union of America.| 1 


Lathers, International Union of 
Wood, Wire and Metal......... 2 


laundry Workers International 
Union, Shirt, Waist and..... veap 3 


No. cf 
votes for 
each 
delegate 


| 88 
88 


- 


29 
29 


20 


20 


Name and address of delegates. 


P. J. Flannery, 210-212 8S. Halsted street, 
Chicago, 

Joseph J, Williams, Yondort Building, 210 
S. Ilalstead street, Chicago, Ill 

Arthur Kahn, P. O. Box 124, 
Ont., Can. 

T. A. Rickert, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

LB. A. Larger, Rooms 116-117 Bible House, 
New York. 

M. Schwarz, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

V. Altman, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

S. L. Lauders, Rooms 116-117, Bible House, 
New York. 

I). A. Hayes, 930 Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Harry P. Hoag, 1932 N. 
Ifaute, Ind. 

Arthur Muhleman, 3936 Eastern avenue, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Toronto, 


13th street, Terre 


Miss Agnes Nestor, Room 506, Bush Tem- 
ple of Music, Chicago, Ill. 

James Duncan, Hancock Building, Quincey, 
Mass. 

James Cruickshank, Box 91, Barre, Vt. 

Isaac Coombe, 145 Railroad avenue, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y¥. 

John iA. Moffitt, 24 Lincoln Place, Orange, 


Martin’ Lawlor, 11 Waverly Place, New 
York Citv. 

James DP. Maher, 11 Waverly Place, New 
York City 

HB. A; Stemburgh, 114 Caldwell avenue, El- 
mira, N. 

PD. d’Alessandro, 144 North street, Boston, 
Mass. 

Roady Kenehan, 1548 Wazee street, Den- 
ver, Colo. 

John Morrissey, 
eago, Ill. 

T. J. Sullivan, 86 Franklin avenue, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Jere L. Sullivan, 610 Commercial Tribune 
suilding, Cincinnati, O. 

Wm. ©. Sullivan, 932 Clinton avenue N., 
Rochester, N. Y. 

Thos. 8. Farrell, 60 Wublie Square, Cleve- 
land, ¢ 

John H. 
Newark, } 

P. J. Me irdie, 
burg, Pa. 

John il. Richards, 2053 G street, Granite 
City, I 

David J. Davis, Bleakely avenue, New Cas- 
tle, Pa. 

Gustav Ehret, 141 W. Third avenue, Den- 
ver, Colo. 

William J. MecSorley, 401 Superior Build- 
ing, Cleveland, Ohio. 
John T. Taggart, 154 FE. 

York City. 
John J. Manning, 602 Second avenue, Troy, 


2274 Drake avenue, Chi- 


“Wallace, 11 Springfield avenue, 


‘506 House Building, Pitts- 


54th street, New 


Miss Carrie Parmer, 316 14th street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 











vi. DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 





Organizations. 





| 


Leather Workers on Horse Goods, 
United Brotherhood of.......... 
Lithographers, International Protec- 
tive and Beneficial Association. . 


Longshoremen’s International Asso 
(pans Shearer hs? 25 A 


Machinists, International Associa- 
NR SBE AOE ee eee ee PN ae 


Marble Workers, International <As- 
RRs oo, 5. ai eb. ban Sd Wb eh . 


Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen 


Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers, 
ete., International Union of N. A. 


Metal Workers International <Alli- 
ance, Amalgamated Sheet....... 


Mine Workers of America, United.. 


Moulders Union of N. A., Interna- 
OE Naan see hae D ees Ae ie eee 


Musicians, American Federation of. 


No. of 
votes for 
each 
delegate 


delegates 


10 


1 1 


hu 
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7) 361 


3CO 
360 
100 
100 
100 
100 


1 100 
M4 


ne 
| nM 
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Name and address of delegates. 


John J. Pfeiffer, Postal Building, Kansas 
City, Mo. 


Kk. KF. Hart, Denver, Colo. 

Daniel J. Keefe, GOL Elks’ Temple, Detroit, 
Mich. 

W. kK. Fuller, 514 Omaha Building, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

John L. Bowler, 38 Maple street, Ashta- 
bula, Ohio. 

T. V. O'Connor, 63 Kingston Place, Buf 
falo, N.. ¥. 

James O'Connell, Room 405, MeGill Build- 
ing, Washington, D. C. 

Eugene Sarber, Room 305, ILloward Build- 
ing, St. Louis, Mo. 

HW. W. Churchill, 250 Broadway, EK. Somer- 
ville, Mass. 

Thomas Van Lear, 120 University avenue, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

\. FL Stark, 102 EF. Lexington avenue, Bal- 
timore, Mad. 


Walter V. Price, 105 W. 138th street, New 
York City. 

Edward W. Potter, 124 Park avenue, Utica, 
i 


Ilomer DPD. Call, SOL Cortland street, Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. 

A. B. Grout, Rooms 407-S-0, Neave Build 
ing, Cincinnati, ©. 

James, J. Dardis, 546 KE. Jersey street, 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

M. OSuilivan, 41 Madison Ave., Grafton, 
Pa. 

Ilugh Frayne, 1711 Summit avenue, Scran- 
ton, Pa. 

C. Th. Wheeler, G67 Lake street, Chicago, 
Hi. 

T. LL. Lewis. State Life Building, Indian 
apolis, Ind. 

W. DD. Ryan, State Life Building, Indian- 
apolis, ind. 

John P. White, State Life Building, Indian 
apolis, Ind. 

John Mitchell, 281) Fourth avenue, New 
York City. 

W. B. Wilson, Blossburg, Da. 

G. W. Savage, Ruggery Building, Colum 
bus, Ohio. 

John Hk. Walker, Care Farmers’ Bank, 
Springfield, Il. 

Jos. F. Valentine, P.O. Box 699, Cinein- 
nati, Ohio. 

John P. Frey, P.O. Box 699, Cincinnati, 


R. WW. Curran, Reservoir avenue, Roches- 
ter, N. ¥. 

Patrick F. Duffy, 79 Tillary street, Brook- 
ve, Mm. 2. 

John Murtaug), Box 699, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Owen Miller, 3535 Pine street, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

PD. AL Carey, 95 Markham street, Toronto, 
Can. 

George PD. Woodill, 259 N. Sixth street, 
Philadelpaia, Pa. 

Joseph FEF. Winkler, 134 EK. Van Buren 
street, Chicago, Tl. 
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0x Jos. C. Bahihorn, 925 Concord avenue, De 

i troit, Mich. 

; 108 | Jos. C. Skemp, Drawer 199, Lafayette, Ind. 

108 Jacob Tazelaar, 3 KE. 17th street, New 
York City. 


Painters, Decorators and Paper-! 108 «Emil Arnold, 2 





W. Melrose avenue, Chi 





hangers, Brotherhood of........ 6 cago ; 
lok =69Chas. J. Eisenring, 2154 St. Louis avenue, 
St. Louis, Mo. 
lok Chas. A. Cullen, 2 Fairmount avenue, Wor 
cester, Mass. 
2» James Wilson, 403 Neave Building, Cin 
.w cinnati, Ohio. 
Pattern Makers League of N. A....) 2 27 «J. FE. Quinn, 144 W. Madison street, Chi 
cago, 
Paving Cutters Union of U. 8S. of 
B. GH Gann csccceceenss se sovc} 1 2) =«=John Sheret, L. Box 116, Albion, N. Y. 
Photo Engravers Union of N. A., 
JnterMational ....ccceccvcscvess 1 29 Andrew J. Gallagher, 416 Oak street, San 


Francisco, Cal. 
Plate Printers: Union of N, A., In- 


ternational Steel and Copper....) 1 2 George P. Poster, 1209 Girard street N. W., 
Washington, D. C. 
John Doulin, 285 Lomis street, Chicago, Il. 
Peter G. Cook, 56 Union Road, Roselle 
Plasterers, International Associa- Park, N. J. 
ton Of Operative... ceeds cces 1 James O'Connor, care 2909 Wylie avenue, 


Pittsburg, Pa. 
John G. Twyford, 767 Capp street, San 
Francisco, Cal. 





) 4 John R. Alpine, 401-6 Bush Temple of 
Music, Chicago, Il. 
Plumbers, Gas litters, Steam Tit i Wm. J. Tracy, 252 N. Ninth street, Phila- 


ters, ete., United Association of... 4 delphia, Va. 
i Thos. Clark, 61 E. 59th street, Chicago, Ill. 
iH Wm. Shirk, 2OOT W. 2sth street, Cleve 
Jand, Ohio. 
Post Office Clerks, National Federa- 
reas we ere r eres ae J 12 Edward BB. Goltra, 401 W. G4th = street, 
Chicago, Ill. 
30° Thomas J. Duffy, Box 50, 
Potters, National Brotherhood of Ohio. 
Operative .nccccsccvcccecs eos! 8 29 George M. Martin, S94 Ik. State street, 
Trenton, N. J. 
3 Geo. L. Berry, Lyrie Theater Building, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
8) Geo. Morgan, 631 W. 14th avenue, Denver, 






st Liverpool, 


Printing Pressmen’s Union, Inter- Colo 
nh ee nek cere g ents : 83 Thomas Ritchey, 5S2 8. Broadway, Denver, 
Colo, 


3) James J. Torpey, 10L W. Maple street, 
Denver, Colo. 





Quarry Workers, International , 23 xP. BF. MeCarthy, Scampini Building, Barre, 
De Ce Ty Wiese wscctveseencs 2 : Vt. 
| { 22 Jesse Miller, Scampini Building, Barre, Vt. 
oO a Perham, Star Building, St. Louis, 
: "1 a 4 Mo. 
Railroad Telegraphers, Order of...) 3 50 KR. PL Rubin, Star Building, St. Louis, Mo. . 
506). G. Ramsay, Unity Building, Chicago, I). 
Railway Clerks, Brotherhood of...| 1 Wilbur Braggins, 307 Kansas City Life 


Building, Kansas City, Mo 








Railway Employes of Americ: | 107 bes 1). eager 601-603 [lodges Building, 
. pag os = ate pat | etroit, Mich. 
cca goose yA mpg eee of 2 107 Magnus Sinclair, 167 Church street, To- 
bh t SROURNON x 6,0:6.9 bie kieswie-< 3 


ronto, Can. 
106) DD. S. Fitzgerald, 230 Washington avenue, 
| New Haven, Conn. 
Roofers, Composition, Damp and 
Waterproof Workers, Internation- 
al Brotherhood of.............. 1 1 »=©Alee. Doull, 2651 18th street, Denver, Colo 
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Seamen's Union, International..... 


Shingle Weavers Union of A., In- 
ternational Cage Se eese ew keeles 


Shipwrights, “Joiners and Caulkers, 
International Union............ 


Slate and Tile Roofers Union of A.. 


Stage Employes International Al- 
liance, Theatrical.......2.csece. 


Stonecutters Association of N. A. .| 


Stove Mounters International Union 


Switchmen’s Union of N. A.......| 


Tailors Union, Journeymen........ 


Teamsters, International Brother- 
BOO er 


Textile Workers of America, United 
Tile Layers and Helpers Union, In- 
ternational Ceramic, Mosaic and 
PUOMMGEIC cic c twee veseeeswsa 


Tin Plate Workers, International... 


Tobacco Workers International 
ey eT eee eee ee 


Typographical Union, International. | 


U ae International Union of 
N. 


Wood Workers International Union, 


CN PRPS ee 





i 


» 


No 


of 


votes for 
each 
delegate 


_ 


64 


10 


88 
88 
88 


88 


20 


20 


Name and address of delegates. 





Wm. Il. Frazier, 1144 Lewis street, Boston, 
Mass. 

Victor A. Olander, 145 W. Madison street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Andrew -Turuseth, 44 East street, San 
Irancisco, Cal. 

“a Stack, 71 Main street, Buffalo, 


J. G. Brown, 317 Labor Temple, Seattle, 


Wash. 
Hugh Kirk, 235 Fulton street, Elizabeth, 


Wm. W. Clark, 1460 St. Louis avenue, East 
St. Louis, A 

Lee M. Hart, State Hotel, Chicago, I. 

Patrick T. Barry, 11 National street, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

Jo. Evans, 1404 Osage street, Denver, Colo. 

James F. a 520 Sixth street N. W., 
Washington, D. 

Frank 8. Byrnes, 527 Chapala street, Santa 
Barbara, Cal. 

John lly saker street near 10th, De- 
troit, Mich. 

Frank T. Hawley, 326 Brisbane Building, 
Suffalo, N. Y. : 

Samuel Kk. Heberling, 4606 York street, 
Denver, Colo. 

John B. Lennon, Bloomington, III. 

Ilugh Robinson, 8 hkent street, Hamilton, 
Ont. 

D. G. Biggs, 2710 Russell avneue, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

©. J. Brais, 717 Superior avenue, Cleve- 
‘land, Ohio. 

ID. J. Tobin, 147 East Market street, 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Patrick D. Daley, 9 Allston street, Charles- 
town, Mass. 

Harry McCormack, Care James Dooley, 
515 Iludson street, New York City. 

John Golden, Box 742, Fall River, Mass. 

Samuel Ross, 602 Cottage street, New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 


Charles Il. Leps, 232 N. Ninth street, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 

George Powell, poome 18-20, Reilly Block, 
Wheeling, W. 

A. McAndrew, 50° hesewieens National Bank 
Building, Louisville, Ky. 

E. Lewis Evans 50 American National 
sank Building, Louisville, Ky. 

James M. Lynch, Room 642, Newton Clay- 
pool Building, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Frank Morrison, 423 G_ street N. W., 
Washington, D. Cc. 

Max S. Hayes, 310 Champlain avenue N. 
W., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Hugh Stevenson, 146 McPherson street, 
_ Toronto, Can. 

B meena, Care Omaha Bee, 

“Omaha, Neb 


James TH. Hateh, 145-147 E. 53d street, 
New York City. 

DD. TD. Muleahy, 101 Magnolia street, De- 
troit, Mich. 

Richard Braunschweig, 174 Burling street, 
Chicayvo, Tl. 
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No. of 
Organizations. bipes3 for Name and address of delegates. 
delegate 
Arkansas State Federation of Labor 1/ J. I. Gray, 423 Garrison avenue, Fort 
Smith, Ark. 
California State Federation of La- 
NI EE ees 1| J. Dale, 924 Louisiana street, Vallejo, 
Cal. 
Colorado State Federation of Labor. 1} Frank J. Pulver, 1722 California street, 
Denver, Colo. 
Georgia Federation of Labor....... 1 — Jones, 1444 N. Forsyth street, At- 
anta, Ga. 
Illinois State Federation of Labor. . 1 we, ath oe ee ee 
field, a 
Iowa State Federation of Labor.... 1| Henry H. soettger, 1717 Washington 
street, Davenport, lowa. 
Kansas State Federation of Labor. . 1 | Chas. oa 130 N. Market street, Wich- 
ita, Kan, 
*Maryland State Federation of Labor 1| F. H. Williams, 1102 Hanover street, Bal- 
timore, Md. 
Massachusetts State Branch....... 1, Frank H. McCarthy, 99 Union Park street, 
Boston, Mass. 
Michigan Federation of Labor..... 1 Edward H. Ellis, 226 N. West street, Kala- 
; mazo, Mich. 
Minnesota State Federation of Labor 1 George B. Howley, 2214 Fourth street N., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
Missouri State Federation of Labor. 1| Harry S. Sharpe, 810 Olive street, St. 
Louis, Mo. 
Montana State Federation of Labor 1 Alex. Fairgrieve, Box 723, Helena, Mont. 
New Jersey State Federation ot La- g R , a be 
OF ivlcae VHA RRC AREAL GR Cane eR 1 Cornelius Ford, 728 Willow avenue, Hobo- 
- ken, N. J. 
New York, Workingmen’s Federation 4 Me = 
eR eee 1| I sen Seotem, 27 Bond street, Rochester, 
Ohio Federation of Labor......... 1, W..G. Richards, care 717 Superior avenue, 
N. E., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon State Federation of Labor. . 1 “7 Young, 162 Second street, Portland, 
> re. 
Pennsylvania Federation of Labor.. 1 | Patrick Lynch, 2023 Carpenter street, Phil- 
adelphia, Pa. 
‘Texas State Federation of Labor... 1| 8. oe Thompson, care Box 513, Cleburne, 
ex, 
Utah State Federation of Labor.... 1) Austin ag Tribune Office, Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 
Virginia Federation of Labor...... 1,4. L. Allen, 410 Sixth avenue N. E., 
toanoke, Va. 
Washington State Federation of La- Be bs : a 
BOs bc cu cu eaaiie du sticae oi Sets 1) T._V. Copeland, 1105 <A street, Tacoma, 
Wash. 
West Virginia State Federation of : . 
BOOP icunse Loree alae iw ewe apt. 1) W. F. Welch, 2407 Eoff street, Wheeling, 
W. Va. 
Wisconsin State Federation of Labor 1| Chas. Jeske, 2434 Hadley street, Milwau- 
kee, Wis. 
Albany, (N. Y.) Central Federation a 
UES Sia ne O 6 pkee Rake COD 1) James Roach, 125 Tenn Broech strect, 
Albany, N. Y. 
Atlanta (Ga.) Federation of Trades 1| R. E. Rollins, 5 E. Alabama street, At- 
lanta, Ga. 
Birmingham (Ala.) Trades Council. 1 | John Dowling, 323 North 23d street, Birm- 
ingham, Ala. 
Boston (Mass.) Central Labor Union 1 | P. Maloney, care 11 Appleton street, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 
Bridgeton (N. J.) Central Trades . 
| Pe ete ek 1| James J. Dunn, Cumberland Motel, Bridge- 
ton, N. J. 
3rockton (Mass.) Central Labor - , 
WE 6 Roce bseewinewes COGN SE 1 Frank W. Gifford, 540 Main street, Brock- 
ton, Mass. 
Buffalo (N. Y.) Trades and Labor ‘3 . 
err ree oad eweean 1. John C. Johnston, 365 Hampshire street, 
Buffalo, N.Y. ; 
Chattanooga (TTenn.) Labor Union. . 1 James A. Hood, 107 W. Sixth street, Chat- 


tanooga, Tenn. 








x. DELEGATES TO THE TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


Organizations. | 


Chicago (1ll.) Federation of Labor. 


Chicago Heights Trade and Labor 
Amwembly 2... ccscccssevcscvece 
Cincinnati (Ohio) Central Labor} 
ieee area ane ea | 
Clinton (Ilewa) Labor Congress... ‘| 


Colorado Springs Federated Trades! 
Council | 


Dallas (Tex.) Trades Assembly... .! 
Dayton (Ohio) United Trades and! 
Labor Council........-+ee0.% eee! 
Denver (Colo.) Trades and Labor 
AGRON cc ces th whose ee 
East St. Louis (1ll.) Trades and 
EMOR WOR «acs. voc Kee ees anes 
Enid (Okla.» Trades Council....... 


Evansville (Ind) Central Labor 
oe RSS POTS Te ee 
Fort Collins (Colo.) Labor Assembly 


Fort Worth (Tex.) Trades Assembly 





Galesburg (Il.) Trades and Labor 
Assembly ....cccccscvcscscnces 
Heiena (Mont.) Trades and Labor 
ARBOTADTY on on cc stn tie oe 9 00s m0 
Jefferson County (Ohio) Trades and 
Labor Assembly... .sccsecces 


Lake County (Ind.) Trades and La- 
bor Council 


Lincoln (Neb.) Central Labor Union 
Los Angeles (Cal.) ‘Central Labor 

oe) eer ae a ae a 2 
cogansport (Ind.) Trades Assembly. 


(Ky.) Federation of 


Louisville 
bor 
Milwaukee (Wis.) Trades Council. . 
MeSherrystown (Pa.) Central Labor 
Union 
New Castle (Pa.) Trades and Labor 


ea ree ee 
New York City Central Federated 
Rrra eee er 
Newark (N. J.) Essex Trades Coun- 
NEY 6 6 .60a od. S ESSE Shs Are RES 
Newark (Ohio) Trades and Labor 
a PRS Trae eee 


Omaha (Neb.) Central Labor Union 





delegates 


No. of 
votes for 
each 
delegate 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Name and address of delegates. 


John Mangan, 7700 Lowe avenue, Chicago, 
Ill. 


Julius T. Johnston, 1429 Lowe avenue, 
Chicago Heights, Ill. 
Frank L. Rist, 1511 Walnut street, Cin- 


cinnati, Ohio. 
George C, Campbell, 709 Comanche avenue, 
Clinton, Ta, 


larry LP. Robinson, 116 N. Nevada avenue, 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Wim. Morrison, care 615 Main 
las, Tex. 


street, Dal- 


Ilias Breidenbach, 29 Glencoe avenue, Day- 
ton, Ohio. 


William Tobin, 2035 
Colo. 


Curtis street, Denver, 


J. E. Strait, 
Louis, Ill. 

If. A. Breitenstein, 505-504 Chamber of 
Commerce Building, Enid, Okla. 


922. State street, East St. 


Phil. Wurster, Evansville, Ind. 

«(. Kk. Moore, Fert Collins, Colo. 

«. W. Woodman, Box 437, Fort Worth, 
Tex, 

ATex, 


Peterson, Commercial Union Grocery, 
Galesburg, TL. 


floward O, Smith, P. O. Box 725, elena, 


Mont. 


Norval White, 707 Highland avenue, Steub 
enville, Ohio. 

Emmet Flood, 302 West 
Chicago, TI. 

T. C. Kelsey, 2314 N street, Lincoln, Neb. 


Congress street, 


Arthur A. Hay, Labor Temple, Los Angeles, 


Cal. 

©. PP. Smith, PP. O. Box 493, Logansport, 
Ind. 

Peetz, 836 W. Market 
ville, Ky. 

John J. Handley, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


street, Louis- 


596 National avenue, 


I. B. Kuhn, 405 North street, MeSherrys 
town, Pa. 


Thos. C. Humphrey, New Castle, Pa. 


Arnold B. MacStay, 190 Bowery, New York 
City. 


Adam E. Zusi, 4 Bowery street, Newark, 
N. J. 


Thomas Kane, 89 North street, Newark, 
Ohio. 
Ww A. Chrisman, 2509 S. 20th street, 


Omaha, Neb. 


Mrs. Anna McKee. 
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b+ 
= No. of 





Organizations. o = Name and address of delegates. 
delegate 
Pittsburg (Va.) Trades Council.... 1 1 Eugene Merz, Fitth Floor, Shannon Build- 
ing, Pittsburg, Va. 
Pueblo (Colo.) Trades and Labor 
PUES, aii divine ke aewne 6a ek 1 } Kd. Anderson, 525 8. Union avenue, lueblo, 
Colo. 
Rochester (N. Y.) Central Trades 
an@ Labor Couticll. ..ccccacsevs 1 1 John S. Whalen, Care Capitol, Albany, N. Y. 
San Diego (Cal.) Federated Trades 
i SEE era eee ree i 1 Wm. bk. Terry, Labor Temple, Los Ange- 
Savannah (Ga.) Trades and Labor les, Ca 
PERE he ccan cbeeesneeN on vex 1 1 Robert G. Fechner, 114 Tull street, W. 
Savannah, Ga. 
Scranton (Pa.) Central Labor Union 1 | Joseph Gibbons, Scranton Times Office, 
Scranton, Pa. 
Sedalia (Mo.) Federation of Labor. 1 | | ed 2 — 110 KE. Third street, Seda- 
lia, 7) 
San Francisco (Cal.) Labor Council 1 1 David McLennan, care 516 14th street, 
San Francisco, Cal. 
South Omaha (Neb.) Central Labor 
PNM dive cc eset x i ee ah ace ao ] 1 James NKotera, 2405 Q street S., Omaha, 


# yeb. 
St. Joseph (Mo.) Central abor 
CI | 6 6 65666 5 oS RRR RR 1 \. C. Hamlet, 524 N. Sixth street, St. 
Joseph, Mo. 
Schenectady (N. Y.) Trades Assem 
DEE keia eh ORE CAC CES wees weeaces l i E. W. Leonard, care 2 Elbert street, 
Schenectady, N. Y¥ 
St. Louis (Mo.) Central Trades and 
I ee cane eae Oe I 1 John A. Murray, 3819 N. Market street, St. 
Louis, Mo. 
Sheridan County (Wyo.) Trades and 


ERROR COMME: 6 i <0ie us he eh a8 ks I 1 Veter Carroll, L. Box 536, Sheridan, Wyo. 
Springfield (fll) Wederation of La 
WE 0% 6524 <anKs sib abehaad Louw a 1 1 John R. Holmes, I. O. O. EF. Temple, 
Walden «N. Y.) Central Labor Springfield, I. 
i ES arr Seo are TAS 1 Nathaniel L. Nutt, Main street, Walden, 
Washington (PD. C.) Central Labor 1 aie 
WED 5.x ccik Uiiele seb aKeee tease 1 t} Chas &. rane 612 F street N. W., Wash 
ington, DD. 
Yellowstone County (Mont.) Trades : 
and Labor Assembly............ I 1 HInugh Mclonald, Billings, Mont. 
Zanesvilie (Ohio) Central Trades 
Sn@ Labor Commedl oo. occcccccces | 1 Jobn A. Voll, 745 Kelly street, Zanesville, 
Ohio. 
Doub ie. ee Hoister Runners, No. 
Ey SR et eee eee ee ee I 1 Robert J. Riddell, 220 EE. 124th street, 


New York City. 








Federal Labor Union, No. 7,087.... 1 2| Gus A. Gass, selleville, TL. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 11,478... 1 1 J. Eb. Snyder, Gen. Del., Girard, Kan. 
Mederal Labor Union, No. 12,018... 1 1 William L. Ifall, Jamestown, N. D. 
Federal Labor Union, No. 12,679. . 1 1 William Fizer, Lebanon, St. Clair County, 
Federal Labor Union, No. 11,823... 1 1 James Whittaker, Box 388, Evanston, Wyo. 
Grain Handlers Association, 11,407. 1 1 I rnest sohm, 210 Fifth street, New York 
City. 
Ifouse Shorers and Movers, No. 
TUM SU09.04 VS ee cee RE Oe RPE CES 1 2. Francis Creamer, 229 E. 47th street, New 
York City. 
Laborers Proteetive Union, 11,002... 1 1. James Af Wall, 6 Newbury street, Worces- 
ter, Mass. 
Newspaper and Mail Deliverers, No. 
DD BARK aK cieee wee eee eae oe 1 9 John RJ Dunn, 25 Frankfort street, New 
York City. 
Railroad Helpers and Laborers, 
RN a 60'S Gye ecko korean Reed 1 1 G. L. Frazier, Fairbury, Neb. 
nee _* and Tool Sharpeners, 
Wek eee ee tc cee ral el { Thomas J. Curtis, 1452 Third avenue, New 
York City 
Tobacco Strippers Union, 10,422... 1 1 | Melvia Richter, Denver, Colo. 
Stone nis and Derrickmen’s, 
MN 5b: 6. ecg eae eG ae are ae ere 1 1. Archibald MeDonnell, 2076 Washington 


avenue, Denver, Colo. 
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Organizations. 


British Trade Union Congress..... 
Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
DE & ka RAO Ss pn ek heed Sea eens 


National Women’s Trade Union 
Ec ckknaw Os Was eae Ve DS 


Department of Church and Labor. . 


Woman's International Union Label 
DOR Gs a riechns San nennes © vas 


Farmers Educational and Co-opera- 
tive Union ....... TEVT Te TT 








Name and address of delegates. 


Hl. Skinner, 1 Caxton Hall, Chapel street, 
Salford, Manchester, England, 

John Wadsworth, Miners Office, Barnsley, 
Iengland. 


P. M. Draper, 112 Florence street, Ottawa, 
Ontario. 


Mrs. Raymond Robins, 372 W. Ohio street, 
Chicago, Ill. 

Charles Stelzle, Room 700, 156 Fifth ave- 
nue, New York, N. Y. 


Miss Anna Fitzgerald, 286 S. Homan ave- 


nue, Chicago, Il. 


Geo. B. Lang. 
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Number Number Number 
0 | Organizations. of of 
Unions. | Delegates.| Votes. 
= pis = Eas A ee = 
82 | National and International... ....ccccsccscsseesccecectoves 208 15,094 
OEE TOD: 66 00a deb bigs dene en Rew eee Seas baweddeebadesseseutad 24 24 
55 | i ee ere we ee rere ee ee ee ee 55 55 
14 | Trade and Federal Labor Unione... .. wccccccccscccccccscens i4 27 
| 
6 | Pratermal OrgamisAtioGs... ..cccccccccsvccesscccessctocesecs 7 3 
181 308 15.208 
List of Fraternal Delegates. 
To British Trades Union Congress. From British Trades Union Congress. 
x JS 1G ors. | d rns. 
1895) Mecuire. | 1894 | havid Holmes. 
\J. W. Sullivan. | ~ {Edward Cowey. 
1896 : — or. | 1895 a ane 
1897 joo. I. MeNeil. 1896 } John Mallinson, 
(James Duncan | (Edward Harford. 
1898 aa 4 1897 , is 
(Harry Lloyd. (J. Havelock Wilson. 
(James O'Connell. , § William Inskip. 
1899 ( ee F. Tracy. 1898 | dang Maho 
(J. M. unter. {James Haslam. 
1900 } Sianey J. Kent. 1899 | Alexander Wilkie. 
(Daniel J. Keefe. | (John Weir. 
- 1901 (Eugene F. O'Rourke. 1900 (Pete Curran. 
¢ rick i e (Fre < : é PF. 
1902 ' are Pn a 1901 { Ben Tillett 
€ Max 8. ayes. Arve aie. 
1903 ' Martin Saoter. : 1902 ! M Poot 
1904 | }). py. Driscoll 1903 | James O'Grady, 
. ls riscoll, James rrady. 
1905 ‘oo ee 1904 ‘ haemo cg 
(James ood, (James ignall. 
1906 { See oo 5 1905 ! William Moses. 
James son. . (Davd Gilmour. 
* T “ se. £ > { ~ ’ 
1907 iW. Klapetaky. 1906 | PN Beil, 
00D | Tuten t.. Cocemen. ails | = 9 pagans 
(John P. Frey. {John Wadsworth. 
1909 (B. A. Larger. 1908 (Hi, Skinner. 
To Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. From Canadian Trades and Labor Congress. 
1898 Thomas I. Kidd. 1898 David A. Carey. 
1899 James H. Sullivan. 1899 David A. Carey. 
1900 W. D. Mahon, 1900 David A. Carey. 
1901 John R. O’Brien. 1901 P. M._ Draper. 
1902 D. D. Driscoll. 1902 John H. Kennedy. 
1903 John Coleman. 1903 James Simpson. 
1904 John Hl. Richards. 1904 John A. Flett. 
1905 Frank Feeney. 1905 William V. Todd. 
1906 Thomas A. Rickert. 1906 Samuel L. Landers. 
1907 Robert S. Maloney. 1907 W. R. Trotter. 
1908 Hugh Frayne. 1908 P. M. Draper. 


1909 Jerome Jones. 











CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 


LABOR 





PREAMBLE. 


WueErEAS, A struggle is going on in all 
the nations of the civilized world between 
the oppressors and the oppressed of all 
countries, a struggle between the capitalist 
and the laborer, which grows in intensity 
from year to year, and will work disastrous 
results to the toiling millions if they are 
—_ combined for mutual protection and 
venefit. 

It, therefore, behooves the representatives 
of the Trade and Labor Unions of America, 
in Convention assembled, to adopt such 
measures and disseminate such principles 
among the mechanics and laborers of our 
country as will permanently unite them to 
secure the recognition of rights to which 
they are justly entitled. 

We, therefore, declare ourselves in favor 
of the formation of a thorough Federation, 
embracing every Trade and Labor Organi- 
zation in America, organized under the 
Trade Union system. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE I.—NAME. 

This Association shall be known as THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR, and shall 
consist of such Trade and Labor Unions as 
shall conform to its rules and regulations. 


ARTICLE II.—OsJeEcts. 

Secrion 1. The object of this Federa- 
tion shall be the encouragement and forma- 
tion of local Trade and Labor Unions, and 
the closer federation of such _ societies 
through the organization of Central Trade 
and Labor Unions in every city, and the 
further combination of such bodies into 
State, Territorial, or Provincial organiza- 
tions to secure legislation in the interest 
of the working masses. 

Sec. 2. The establishment of National 
and International Trade Unions, based 
upon a strict recognition of the autonomy 
of each trade, and the promotion and ad- 
vancement of such bodies. 

Sec. 3. The establishment of Depart- 
ments composed of National or Interna- 
tional Unions, affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, of the same industry 
and which Departments shall be governed 
in conformity with the Laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. An American Federation of all 
National and International Trade Unions, 
to aid and assist each other; to aid and en- 
eourage the sale of union-label goods, and 
to secure legislation in the interest of the 


working people, and influence public opin- 
ion, by peaceful and legal methods, in favor 
of organized labor. 


Sec. 5. To aid and encourage the labor 
press of America. 
ARTICLE III.—Convention. 


Secrion 1. The Convention of the Feder- 
ation shall meet annually at 10 a. m., on 
the second Monday in November, at such 
place as the delegates have selected at the 
preceding Convention. 

Sec. 2. At the opening of the Convention 
the President shall take the chair and call 
the Convention to order, and preside during 
its sessions. 

Sec. 3. The following committees, con- 
sisting of fifteen members each, shall be 
appointed by the President: First, Rules 
and Order of Business; second, Report of 
the President; third, Report of the Secre- 
tary: fourth, Report of the Treasurer ; fifth, 
Resolutions; sixth, Laws; seventh, Organi- 
zation; eighth, Labels; ninth, Adjustment : 
tenth, Local or Federated Bodies; eleventh 
Education; twelfth, State Organization; 
thirteenth, Boycotts; fourteenth, Building 
Trades (to which shall be referred all griev- 
ances that involve only building trades, and 
all other matters pertaining exclusively to 
the building trades). 

Sec. 4. The President shall direct the 
chief executive officers of three National or 
International Unions, at least ten days pre- 
vious to the holding of the Annual Conven- 
tion, to appoint one delegate each from 
their respective delegations-elect, who shall 
compose an Auditing Committee. The com- 
mittee shall meet at such place as the Pres- 
ident of the American Federation of Labor 
may direct, and at such time prior to the 
Convention as the President may determine 
is necessary for the proper performance of 
their duty; and they shall audit the ac- 
counts of the Federation for the preceding 
twelve months, and report upon credentials 
immediately upon the opening of the Con- 
vention. The expense of said committee 
shall be paid out of the funds of the Fed- 
eration. 

Sec. 5. Resolutions of any character or 
propositions for changes in this Constitution 
can not be introduced in the Convention 
after the fourth day’s session, except by 
unanimous consent. 

Sec. 6. The Convention shall have power 
to order an executive session at any time. 

Sec. 7. None other than members of a 
bona fide Trade Union shall be permitted to 
address the Convention or read papers 
therein, except by a two-thirds vote of the 
Convention. 

Src. 8. arty polities, whether they be 
Democratic, Republican, Socialistie, Populis- 
tic, Prohibition, or any other, shall have no 
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place in the Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 9. The rules and order of business 
governing the preceding Convention shall 
be in force from the opening of any Con- 
vention of the American Federation of La- 
bor until new rules have been adopted by 
action of the Convention. 

Sec. 10. A quorum for the transaction 
of business shall consist of not less than 
one-fourth of the delegates attending a Con- 
vention. 

Sec. 11. No grievance shall be consid- 
ered by any Convention that has been de- 
cided by a previous Convention, except upon 
the recommendation of the Executive Coun- 
cil, nor shall any grievance be considered 
where the parties thereto have not previ- 
ously held a conference and attempted to 
adjust the same themselves. 


ARTICLE IV.—REPRESENTATION, 


Section 1. The basis of representation in 
the Convention shall be: From National 
and International Unions, for less than four 
thousand members, one delegate; four thou- 
sand or more, two delegates; eight thousand 
or more, three’ delegates; sixteen thousand 
or more, four delegates; thirty-two thousand 
or more, five delegates, and so on. From 
Central Bodies, State Federations, Federal 
Labor Unions, and Local Unions having no 
National or International Union, one dele- 
gate; provided, however, that Local Unions 
and Federal Labor Unions herein referred to 
located in one city shall have the right to 
unite in sending a delegate to represent 
them unitedly. Only bona fide wage workers 
who are not members of, or eligible to 
membership in, other Trade Unions, shall 
be eligible as delegates from Federal Labor 
Unions. R 

Sec. 2. The delegates shall be elected at 
least two weeks previous to the Annual 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the names of such delegates 
shall be forwarded to the Secretary of’ this 
body immediately after their election. 

Sec, 3. Questions may be decided by 
division or a show of hands, but if a call 
of the roll is demanded by one-tenth of the 
delegates present each delegate shall cast 
one vote for every one hundred members 
or major fraction thereof he represents, 
but no City or State Federation shall be 
allowed more than one vote. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall prepare for 
use of the Convention printed poll lists, 
containing the number of votes the delegates 
from National and International Unions are 
entitled to, based upon the average mem- 
bership during the year, from reports made 
to the office of the Federation not later than 


September 380 preceding the Annual Con- 
vention. 
See. 5. No organization or person that 


has seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled, by the American Federation of Labor, 
or by any National or International organi- 
zation connected with the Federation, shall, 
while under such penalty, be allowed repre- 
sentation or recognition in this Federation, 
or in any Central Body or Nationl or Inter- 
national Union connected with the American 
Federation of Labor, under the penalty of 
the suspension of the body violating this 
section. 

Sec. 6. No organization shall be entitled 
to representation unless such organization 
has applied for and obtained a certificate of 
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affiliation at least one month prior to the 
Convention, and no person shall be recog- 
nized as a delegate who is not a member 
in good standing of the organization he is 
elected to represent. 

ARTICLE V.—OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The officers of the Federation 
shall consist of a President, eight Vice 
Presidents, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, to 
be elected by the Convention on the last day 
of the session, and these officers shall be the 
Executive Council. 

Sec. 2. The President and Secretary 
shall be members of the succeeding Conven- 
tion in case they are not delegates, but 
without vote. 

Sec. 3. All elective officers shall be mem- 
bers of a local organization connected with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Sec. 4. The terms of the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor shall expire 
on the first day of January succeeding the 
Convention. 


Sec. 5. The President and Secretary 
shall engage suitable offices in the same 


building at Washington, D. C., for the trans- 
action of the business of the organization. 

Sec. 6. All books and financial accounts 
shall at all times be open to the inspection 
of the President and Executive Council. 

ARTICLE VI.—DUvtTIES OF PRESIDENT. 

Secrion 1. It shall be the duty of the 
President to preside at the Annual Conven- 
tion; to exercise supervision of the Feder- 
ation throughout its jurisdiction ; to sign all 
official documents, and to travel, with the 
consent of the Executive Council, whenever 
required, in the interest of the Federation. 

Sec. 2. The President shall submit to the 
Secretary, at the end of each month, an 
itemized account of all moneys, traveling 
and incidental, expended by him in the in- 
terest of the Federation, and shall report 
his acts and doings to the Annual Conven- 
tion of the Federation. 

Sec. 3. The President, if not a delegate, 
shall have the casting vote in case of a tie. 
but shall not vote at other times. He shall 
be required to devote all his time to the 
interest of the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The President shall call meetings 
of the Executive Council, when necessary, 
and shall preside over their deliberations. 
and shall receive for his services such sum 
as the Annual Convention may determine, 
payable weekly. 

Sec. 5. In case of a vacancy in the of- 
fice of President by death, resignation, or 
other cause, the Secretary shalt perform the 
duties of the President until his successor 
is elected. In that event it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to issue, within six 
days from the date of vacancy, a call for 
a meeting of the Executive Council at head- 
quarters for the purpose of electing a Presi- 
dent to fill said vacancy. 

ARTICLE VII.—-DvuTIes OF SECRETARY. 

Section 1. The duties of the Secretary 
shall be to take charge of all books, papers, 
and effects of the general office; to conduct 


the correspondence pertaining to his office; 
to furnish the elective officers with the 
necessary stationery: to convene and act 





as Secretary at the Annual Convention, and 
to furnish to the Committee on Credentials 
at the Convention a statement of the finan- 
cial standing of each affiliafed body; to for- 
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yard on March ist and September ist of 
each year to the secretaries of all affiliated 
organizations a list of the names and ad- 
dresses of secretaries and organizers. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary shall keep all let- 
ters, documents, accounts, ete., in such man- 
ner as the Annual Convention may direct ; 
he shall receive and collect all moneys 
due the Federation, and pay them to the 
Treasurer, taking his receipt therefor; pro- 
vided, that he may retain in his hands a 
sum not exceeding $2,000 for current ex- 
penses, which money shall be paid out only 
on the approval of the President. 

Sec. 3. The Secretary shall submit to 
the Auditing Committee, for their inspec- 
tion, vouchers for all moneys expended ; 
close all accounts of the Federation on 
September 30 of each year, and all moneys 
received or disbursed after such date shall 
not be reported in the general balance ac- 
count of the ensuing Convention. He shall 
publish a financial report monthly in the 
“American Federationist,’” and send one 
copy to each affiliated body, and such ad- 
ditional number of copies as may be or- 
dered and paid for by any organization 
connected with the Federation. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary shall give a bond 
of $2,000 for the faithful performance of 
his duties, and for his services he shall 
receive such sum as the Annual Convention 
may determine, payable weekly. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary shall issue stamps 
to Local and Federal Labor Unions, which 
shall be used by such unions with which 
to receipt for members’ dues. 

Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of each In- 
ternational, National, Local Trade and Fed- 
eval Labor Union affiliated with the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor to furnish to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor a copy of all official reports issued 
by such affiliated organizations, containing 
a statement of their membership in good 
standing, and to furnish such additional 
statistical data as may be ealled for by 
the Secretary of the American Federation 
of Labor as may be in the possession of the 
respective unions. 
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Secrion 1. The Treasurer shall receive 
and take charge of all moneys, property, 
and securities of the Federation delivered 
to him by the Secretary or other officers of 
the American Federation of Labor. All 
funds of the American Federation of Labor, 
exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, shall be 
deposited by the Treasurer in bank, or 
banks, on interest bearing certificates of 
deposit in the name of the American 
Federation of Labor, and in order 
to be cashed shall require the signa- 
tures of the Treasurer, the President, and 
Secretary of the Federation. The Treas- 
urer shall collect the interest on all such 
certificates or other deposit at the expira- 
tion of each six months, and pay the 
same over to the Secretary. The Treasurer 
shall deposit in open account in bank, or 
banks, in the name of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor as Treasurer, all amounts 
in his possession not on certificates of de- 
posit, and before any money thus deposited 
can be drawn, each check shall be signed by 
him as Treasurer. <A copy of this section 
shall be forwarded by the President of the 
Federation to each bank upon which the 
Federation holds certificates of deposit. 
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OF LABOR. 
Sec. 2. The ‘Treasurer shall pay, 
through the Secretary, all warrants regu- 
larly drawn on him, signed by the Presi- 


dent and countersigned by the Secretary, as 
required by this Constitution and none 
others. 

Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall submit to 
the Annual Convention a complete state- 
ment of all receipts and disbursements 
during his term of office, and at the ex- 
piration of his term of office he shall de- 
liver up to his suecessor all moneys, se- 
curities, books, and papers of the Federa- 
tion under his control; and for the faith- 
ful performance of his duties he shall give 
a bond in such sum as the Executive Coun- 


cil may determine. The annual salary of 
the Treasurer shall be $500. 
ARTICLE 1IX.—ExEcutTIvVe COUNCIL. 


Section 1. It shall be the duty of the 
Executive Council to watch legislative 
measures directly affecting the interests of 
working people, and to initiate, whenever 
necessary, such legislative action as the 
Convention may direct. 

Sec. 2. The Executive Council shall use 
every possible means to organize new Na- 
tional or International Trade or Labor 
Unions, and to organize Local Trade and La- 
bor Unions, and connect them with the Fed- 
eration until such time as there is a sufficient 
number to form a National or Interna- 
tional Union, when it shall be the duty of 
the President of the Federation to sce 
that such organization is formed. 

Sec. 3. When a National or Interna- 
tional Union has been formed the President 
shall notify all Local Unions of that trade 
to affiliate with such National or Interna- 
tional Union, and unless said notification 
be complied with within three months their 
charters shall be revoked. 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council shall also 
prepare and present to the Convention, in 
printed form, a concise statement of the 
details leading up to approved and pending 
boycotts (and all matters of interest to 
the Convention), and no indorsement for a 
boycott shall be considered by the Con- 
vention except it has been so reported by 
the Executive Council. 


Sec. 5. While we recognize the right of 
each trade to manage its own. affairs, it 


shall be the duty of the Executive Council 
to secure the unification of all labor or- 
ganizations, so far as to assist each other 
in any trade dispute. 
sec. 6. Whenever the revenue of the 
Federation shall warrant such action, the 
Executive Council shall authorize the send- 
ing out of Trade Union speakers from place 
to place in the interests of the Federation. 

Sec. 7. The remuneration for loss of 
time by members of the Executive Council, 
organizers, or speakers engaged by them, 
shall be $5.00 per day, hotel expense and 
actual railroad fare. 

Sec. 8. The Executive Council shall have 
power to make rules to govern matters not 
in conflict with this Constitution, or the 
constitution of affiliated unions, and shall 
report accordingly to the Federation. 

Sec. 9. In the event of a vacancy of any 
member of the Executive Council, other 
than that of the President, by reason of 
death, resignation, or other cause, the 
President shall make such vacancy known 
to the Executive Council, and shall call for 
nominations. The names of all nominees 
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shall be submitted to the Executive Coun- 
cil, and it shall require a majority vote 
of the Executive Council to elect. Upon 
each unsuccessful balloting the name of 
the candidate receiving the lowest num- 
ber of votes shall be dropped. 

SEc. . All Local Trade Unions and 
Iederal Labor Unions holding charters di- 
rect from the American Federation of La- 
bor desiring the assistance of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor in trade disputes, 
shall submit to the President of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for approval by the 
Ixxecutive Council, the full statement of the 
grievance, and shall receive within twenty 
(20) days from the President an answer 
as to whether they will be sustained or 
not, and no benefits shall be paid where 
a strike takes place before the Local Union 
has received the approval of the Executive 
Council. 

Sec. 11. No charter shall be granted by 
the American Federation of Labor to any 
National, International, Trade, or Federal 
Labor Union without a positive and clear 
definition of the trade jurisdiction claimed 
by the applicant, and the charter shall not 
be granted if the jurisdiction claimed is a 
trespass on the jurisdiction of existing 
affliated. unions, without the written con- 
sent of such unions; no affiliated Interna- 
tional, National, or Local Union shall be 
permitted to change its title or name, if 
any trespass is made thereby on the juris- 
diction of an afliliated organization, with- 
out having first obtained the consent and 
approval of a Convention of: the American 
ledération of Labor; and it is further pro- 
vided, that should any of the members of 
such National, International, Trade, or Fed- 
eral Labor Union, work at any other voca- 
tion, trade, or profession, they shall join 
the union of such vocation, trade, or pro- 
fession, provided such are organized and 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor. 

Sec. 12. The Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor shall only 
have power to revoke the charter of an 
affiliated National or International Union 
when the revocation has been ordered by a 
two-thirds majority of a regular Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, by a 
roll-eall vote. 

ARTICLE X.—REVENUR. 

Secr1on 1. The revenue of the Iedera- 
tion shall be derived from a per capita 
tax to be paid upon the full paid-up mem- 
bership of all affiliated bodies, as follows: 
I'rom International or National ‘Trade 
Unions, a per capita tax of one-half of one 
eent per member per month; from Local 
Trade Unions and Federal Labor Unions, 
ten cents per member per month, five cents 
of which must be set aside to be used only 
in case of strike or lockout; Local Unions, 
the majority of whose members are less 
than eighteen (18) years of age, two cents 
per member per month; from Central and 
— bodies, $10 per year, payable quar- 
terly. 

Sec. 2. Delegates shall not be entitled 
to a seat in the Annual Convention unless 
the tax of their organization, as provided 
for in Section 1 of this Article, has been 
paid in full to September 30 preceding the 
Convention. 


Sree. 3. Any organization affiliated with 
this Federation not paying its per capita 
fax on or before the 15th of each month 
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shall be notified of the fact by the Secretary 
of the Federation, and if at the end of three 
months it is still in arrears it shall 
become suspended from membership by the 
Federation, and can be reinstated only by 
a vote of the Convention when such ar- 
rearages are paid in full, as provided 
in Section 2 of this Article. 


ARTICLE XI.—Locat CenTRAL BopIss. 


SecTion 1. No Central Labor Union, or 
any other central body of delegates, shall 
admit to or retain in their councils dele- 
gates from any local organization that owes 
its allegiance to any other body, National or 
International, hostile to any affiliated organ- 
ization, or that has been suspended or ex- 
pelled by, or not connected with, a Na- 
tional or International organization of their 
trade herein affiliated, under penalty of 
having their charter revoked for violation 
of their charter, subject to appeal to the 
next Convention. 
Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all Na- 
tional and International Unions affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor to 
instruct their Local Unions to join char- 
tered Central Labor Bodies, Departments, 
and State Federations in their vicinity 
where such exist. Similar instructions shall 
be given by the American Federation of 
Labor to all Trade and Federal Labor 
Unions under its jurisdiction. 
Where there are one or more Lo- 
in any city belonging to any 
National or International Union affiliated 
with this Federation, they may organize a 
Trades Assembly or Central Labor Union, 
or shall join such body, if already in exist- 
ence, 

Sec. 4. The Executive Council and Lo- 
eal Central Labor Unions shall use all pos- 
sible means to organize and connect as Lo- 
eal Unions to National or International 
Unions the organizations in their vicinity ; 
to aid the formation of National or Inter- 
national Unions where none exist, and to 
organize Federal Labor Unions where the 
number of craftsmen precludes any other 
form of organization. 

Sec. 5. No Central Labor Union, or 
other central body of delegates, shall have 
the authority or power to order any or- 
ganization, affiliated with such Central La- 
bor Union, or other central labor body, on 
strike, where such organization has a na- 
tional organization, until the proper authori- 
ties of such National or International or- 
ganization have been consulted and agreed 
to such action. 

Sec. 6. Separate charters may be issued 
to Central Labor Unions, Local Unions, or 
Federal Labor Unions, composed exclusively 
of colored members, where, in the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council, it appears 
advisable and to the best interest of the 
Trade Union movement to do so. 

Sec. 7. No Central Labor Union, or 
other central body of delegates, shall have 
authority or power to originate a boycott, 
nor shall such bodies indorse and order 
the placing of the name of any person, firm, 
or corporation on an unfair list until the 
Local Union desiring the same has, before 
declaring the boycott, submitted the mat- 
ter in dispute to the Central Body for in- 
vestigation, and the best endeavors on its 
part to effect an amicable settlement. Vio- 
ation of this section shall forfeit charter. 

Src. 8. No Central Body, or Department, 
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affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor shall reject credentials presented by 
a duly elected or appointed delegation of 
a Local Union, chartered by a National or 
an International Union having affiliation 
with the American Federation of Labor; 
provided, however, that upon’ written 
charges signed by at least three delegates, 
any delegate of an affiliated Union may, 
upon conviction, after a fair trial, be ex- 
pelled or suspended. Action of the Central 
Body, under this section, shall be subject 
to appeal to the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor and no dele- 
gation representing Local Unions affiliated, 
as herein described, shall be suspended or 
expelled until like action is taken. 

Sec. 9. No Central Body shall take part 
in the adjustment of wage contracts, wage 
disputes or working rules of Loeal Unions, 
affiliated with a National or International 
Union, unless the laws of the National or 
International Union permit, except upon the 
request or consent of the executive officer 
of the National or International Union af- 
fected. 

Sec. 10. Local Unions of National or 
International Unions affiliated with the De- 
partments attached to the American Feder- 
ution of Labor, in any city where a Local 
Department exists, shall not be eligible to 
membership in any Local Department unless 
they are connected with the chartered 
Central Body, nor shall they be eligible to 
membership in the Central Body unless 
—, are affiliated with the Local Depart- 
ment. 


ARTICLE XII.—ASSESSMENT IN DEFENSE 
or NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Secrion 1. The Executive Council shall 
have power to declare a levy of one cent 
per member per week on all _ affiliated 
unions for a period not exceeding ten weeks 
in any one year, to assist in the support of 
an affiliated National or International 
Union engaged in a protracted strike or 
lockout. 

Sec. 2. Any Union, International, Na- 
tional, or Local, failing to pay within sixty 
days the levies declared in accordance with 
Section 1, shall be deprived of representa- 
tion in Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, and in City Central Bodies, 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor. 


ARTICLE XIII.—DEFENSE FuND For LocaL 
TRADE AND FEepEerRAL LaBorR UNIONS. 


Section 1. The money of the defense 
fund shall be drawn only to sustain strikes 
or lockouts of Local Trade and Federal 
Labor Unious, when such strikes or_lock- 
outs are authorized, indorsed, and conducted 
in conformity with the following provisions 
ef this Article: 

Sec. 2. In the event of a disagreement 
between a Local Union and an on 
which, in the opinion of the Local Union, 
may result in a strike, such Union shall 
notify the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, who shall investigate, or 
cause an investigation to be made, of the 
disagreement, and endeavor to adjust the 
difficulty. If his efforts should prove futile, 
he shall take such steps as he may deem 
necessary in notifying the Executive Coun- 
cil, and if the majority of said Council 
shall decide that a strike is necessary, 
such Union shall be authorized to order a 


strike, but that under no circumstances 
shall a strike or lockout be deemed legal, 
or moneys expended from the defense fund 
on that account, unless the strike or lock- 
out shall have been first authorized and 
approved by the President and Executive 
Council. 

_ Sec. 3. When a strike has been author- 
ized and approved by the President and Ex- 
ecutive Council, the president of the Local 
Union interested shall, within twenty-four 
hours, call a meeting of said Union, “of 
which every member shall be regularly noti- 
fied,” to take action thereon, and no mem- 
ber shall vote on such question unless he 
is in good standing. Should three-fourths 
of the members present decide, by secret 
ballot, on a strike, the president of the 
Local Union shall immediately notify the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor of the cause of the matter in dis- 
pute; what the wages, hours, and conditions 
of labor then are; what advances, if any, 
are sought; what reductions are offered, if 
any; state the number employed and un- 
employed ; the state of trade generally in the 
locality, and the number of persons in- 
volved, union and non-union. Also the num- 
ber of members who would become entitled 
to the benefits herein provided should the 
application be authorized and approved. 

Sec. 4. No Local shall be entitled to 
benefit from the defense fund unless it has 
been in continuous good standing for one 
year; and no member shall be entitled to 
benefit from said defense fund unless he 
has been a member in good standing in the 
American Federation of Labor for at least 
one year. 

Sec. 5. When a strike has been inaugu- 
rated under the provisions of Sections 2 and 
3, the American Federation of Labor shall 
pay to the bonded officer of the Union in- 
volved, or his order, for a period of six 
weeks, an amount equal to four ($4) dol- 
lars per week for each member. Each 
Local Union shall require its treasurer to 
give proper bond for the safekeeping and 
disbursement of all funds of the Local. No 
benefit shall be paid for the first two weeks 
of the strike. The Executive Council shall 
have the power to authorize the payment 
of strike benefits for an additional period. 

Sec. 6. No member of a Local Union on 
strike shall be entitled to weekly benefits 
unless he reports daily to the proper of- 
ficer of the Local Union while the strike 
continues, and no member who shall receive 
a week’s work, three days to be a week, 
shall receive benefits. Any member refus- 
ing other work while on strike (providing 
said work is not in confiict with labor's in- 
terests) shall not be entitled to any bene- 
fits. 

Sec. 7. Any Union inaugurating a strike 
without the approval of the Executive Coun- 
cil shall not receive benefits on account of 
said strike. 

Sec. 8. In case of lockout the Executive 
Council shall have power to pay benefits if, 
upon investigation, it is found that the 
Local Union whose members are involved 
did not by their action or demands pro- 
voke the lockout by their employer. 

Src. 9. During the continuance of a 
strike, the exeeutive board of the Local 
Union shall make weekly reports to the 
Secretary of the American Federation of 
Labor, showing the amount of money dis- 
tributed for benefits, and to whom paid, 
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furnishing individual receipts to the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of Labor 
from all members to whom such benefits 
have been paid, and all other facts that 
may be required. 

Sec. 10. Before a strike shall be declared 
off, a special meeting of the Union shall be 
ealled for that purpose, and it shall re- 
quire a majority vote of all members pres- 
ent to decide the question either way. 

Sec. 11. In the event of the defense 
fund becoming dangerously low through pro- 
tracted strike or lockout, the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of La- 
bor shall have the power to levy an as- 
sessment of ten cents on each member of 
Local Trade and Federal Labor Unions, as- 
sessments to be restricted to not more than 
five per year; and, further, that there shall 
always be a surplus of five thousand 
($5,000) dollars in the defense fund. 

Sec. 12. That no Local shall be entitled 
to any of the benefits of the defense fund 
unless it requires its members to pay not 
less than fifty (50) cents per month. 

Sec. 13. Phat the Local Trade and Fed- 
eral Labor Unions set aside for the main- 
tenance of a local defense fund not less 
than five cents a month from each member. 

ARTICLE -XIV.—MISCELLANEOUS, 

Secrion 1. Certificates of affiliation shall 
be granted by the President of the Federa- 
tion, by and with the consent of the Ex- 

- ecutive Council, to all National and Inter- 
nation Unions and local bodies affiliated 
with this Federation. 

See. 2. Seven wage-workers of good char- 
acter, following any trade or calling, who 
are favorable to Trade Unions, whose trade 
or calling is not organized, and are not 
members of any body affiliated with this 
Federation, who will subscribe to this Con- 
stitution, shall have the power to form a 
local body to be known as a “Federal Labor 
Union,” and they shall hold regular meet- 
ings for the purpose of strengthening and 
advancing the Trade Union movement, and 
shall have power to make their own rules 
in conformity with this Constitution, and 
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shall be granted a local certificate by the 
President of this Federation; provided, the 
request for a certificate be indorsed by the 
nearest Local or National Trade Union offi- 
cials connected with this Federation. The 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor shall have authority to appoint any 
person who is a member of any affiliated 
union to audit the accounts of such Federal 
Labor or Local Trade Unions as the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of Labor 
may direct and report the result thereof 
to the President of the American Federation 
of Labor. The books and accounts of each 
Kederal Labor and Local Trade Union shall 
be at all times open to the inspection of 
auditors appointed under this section. 

Sec. 3. The certificate fee for affiliated 
bodies shall be five ($5) dollars, payable to 
the Secretary of the Federation, and the 
fee shall accompany the application. 

Sec. 4. The American Iederation of La- 
bor shall refer all applications for certifi- 
eates of affiliation from Local Unions or 
Federal Labor Unions from a vicinity where 
a chartered Central Labor Union exists to 
that body for investigation and approval. 

Sec. 5. Certificates of affiliation shall 
not be granted by State Federations of La- 
bor. That power is vested solely in the 
Ixxecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and the executive officers of 
National and International Unions affiliated 
therewith. 

Sec. 6. Not more than three Federal La- 
bor Unions shall be chartered in any one 
city. No Federal Labor Union shall be recog- 
nized as affiliated if its membership con- 
sists of a majority of active members of 
Trade Unions. 

Sec. 7. Fraternal delegates attending the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be entitled to all the rights of 
delegates from Central Bodies. 


ARTICLE XV.—AMENDMENTS. 

This Constitution can be amended or al 
tered only at a regular session of the 
Convention, and to do so it shall require 
a two-thirds vote. 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


FIRST DAY—Monday Morning Session 


Auditorium, Denver, Colo., Nov. 9, 1908. 

Pursuant to law the regular meeting of 
the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American [Federation of Labor was 
called to order by President Gompers at 
10 o’clock a. m., in the Auditorium, Den- 
ver, Colorado. 

President Gompers was introduced by 
Vice-President Max Morris, of Denver. 

The session was opened with prayer by 
the Rev. Charles G. Williams, of the 
Hyde Park Church. 

President Gompers introduced Governor 
Buchtel, of Colorado. 


Governor Buchtel—Mr. President, Ladies 
and Gentlemen: I count it a great honor 
to have the opportunity of speaking to 
and welcoming the American Federation 
of Labor in the name of the state of 
Colorado. The state of Colorado is one 
of the states where labor has had a great 
reward, and where it has come to have 
a notable recognition in a law adopted 
by the Legislature, signed by the then 
governor and passed by unanimous vote 
of the Supreme Court. I refer to the 
law which shelters the life of the toiler 
and amounts to a practicai insurance on 
his life—the Employers’ Liability Law. 


{ am very proud to be able to say that 
the opinion handed down by the Supreme 
Court on that subject was a unanimous 
opinion, 

I want to congratulate you on the fact 
that you are citizens of this great re- 
public, where every man is a sovereign, 
the one country on earth where there is 
a right appreciation of the value of labor 
and of the dignity of labor. You know 
among allt peoples of the earth the one 
nation where we have contempt for only 
one man is this nation—that is, we have 
contempt for the man that has contempt 
for labor, and that is the only man for 
whom we have contempt. 

We want you to have a good time in 
Colorado. If there is anything I can do 
to minister to your comfort, I will be 
only too glad to do it. If you want any 
advice about where to hear the best 
preaching, where to see the best schools, 
where to see the most beautiful things 
possible to be seen on earth, come up to 
the State House, and you will find the 
doors off the hinges. We want to give 
you a good time. 

President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention the Mayor of Denver, Mr. 
Speer. 
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Mayor Speer—Denver is glad to have 
the American Federation of Labor in her 
midst. We have learned to love many of 
your leaders on account of their devotion 
to the cause of labor, and on account of 
their wise and conservative action in 
times of trouble between wealth and 
labor. In union there is power, and when 
that power is used to enforce just and 
reasonable demands, the people of this 
country say amen. But if the attempt 
should be made to use it to enforce un- 
just demands, the people would rightly 
condemn it. Personally I believe in la- 
bor organizations. I believe that the 
public conscience of this country has be- 
come so awakened that in a conflict be- 
tween labor and capital right would be 
sure to win. 

We are glad to have the Convention 
here; we are glad to have the repre- 
sentative men of labor from all parts 
of the country with us. We are bene- 
fited by your criticisms, and we are vain 
enough to be pleased with your words of 
praise. As mayor of this city it is a 
pleasure for me to extend to you the 
hand of hospitality, the freedom of the 
city, and to assure you that in whatever 
way we can serve you we will be glad 
to do so. You have but to command us. 

President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr. George Hally, president 
of the Colorado State Federation of 
Labor. 

Mr. Hally—Mr. President, Ladies and 
Delegates: A little more than a year ago 
several laboring people were gathered 
together to talk over the difficulties they 
were having at that time, and it was 
suggested during that meeting that we 
go to Norfolk, where the Federation was 
soon to meet, and secure the convention 
for 1908 for Denver. We wanted to bring 
you here to show you conditions as they 
exist. Colorado in the past has been 
the battle ground of several of labor’s 
fiercest wars, but those times are past. 
We called upon Mayor Speer, and he has 
done everything in his power to make 
this Convention a success. 

In Norfolk we told you of our moun- 
tains, our valleys and our plains. We 
told you we considered this God’s coun- 
try, and gave you our reasons for think- 
ing so. We told you, among other 
things, that when you came here you 
would be a mile above sea level. 

I know this Convention is going to be 
one of the most important ever held by 
the American Federation of Labor. I 


know that your deliberations will be for 
the benefit, not of any particular section 
Or class, either organized or unorgan- 
ized, but of all labor. I hope the policies 
adopted here will be carried out and 
that they will benefit all labor. 

On behalf of the State Federation of 
Labor I extend to you a hearty welcome 
to Colorado and hope that while here 
you will take the opportunity of visiting 
other parts of the state. We would be 
glad to have you do so. 


President Gompers introduced Mr. L. 
M. French, president of’ the Denver 
Trades and Labor Assembly. 

Mr. French—Mr. President and Dele- 
gates: I have listened carefully to the 
addresses of those who have preceded 
me, and find they have said about all 
there is to say. The president of the 
State Federation of Labor referred to 
the promises made at Norfolk, and stated 
that. We intended to carry them out. I 
wish to corroborate that statement. We 
will try to show you a magnificent Colo- 
rado and a magnificent Denver. In be- 
half of the Trades and Labor Assembly 
of the city and county of Denver I wish 
to extend to you a hearty welcome and 
to thank you for your presence here. 


President Gompers responded as follows: 
Governor Buchtel, Mayor Speer, Presi- 
dent Hally, President French—I think I 
speak the sentiments of the _  dele- 
gates to this Convention when I[ 
say your words of welcome are ap- 
preciated in a far deeper manner than 
is given to me to fittingly express in 
words. We are glad to be in Colorado, we 
are glad to be in Denver. Denver has a 
peculiar charm for us, Colorado has a 
peculiar charm for us. We represent the 
men and women of toil, the men and 
women who in all countries must always 
be the advance guard of those who con- 
tend for justice and liberty. And the 
peculiar situation, the natural situation 
of Colorado, must inevitably instill into 
the hearts of men the love of liberty and 
into their minds the consciousness and 
determination to achieve justice. Men 
who live in the mountains look high, look 
up. They are never depressed. Their 
hopes, their prayers and their work are 
for the future. Here great men have 
lived and died, and none typified in him- 
self to a greater degree the hopes and 
the aspirations of the men of toil; none 
loved his fellows more, and taught men, 
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not only how to die, but how to live, and 
to live, not for themselves alone, but for 
their fellow men, than one who lived 
and worked here—Myron W. Reed. His 
name will ever live in the memories of 
men who love liberty and justice. 

Reference has been very effectively 
made by some of the gentlemen who have 
honored us by their presence and their 
addresses to the question of justice. 
That, in a word, is the principle and the 
fact for which organized labor contends, 
not only for organized labor, but for all 
the people. But justice is not always 
attained by pious prayer. Labor, strug- 
gling through the ages, has had to con- 
tend even for a very small modicum of 
justice. And as labor achieved some lit- 
tle degree of justice one decade after 
another it began to organize the toilers, 
and then in .the effort to establish the 
best possible relations between employers 
and employes. every advance made by the 
workers, every suggestion to reach some 
point of agreement or contact was re- 
pulsed and interpreted as an evidence 
of labor’s weakness. We have not al- 
ways had the choice as to whether we 
should engage in conflict or maintain 
industrial peace. If our advances for 
amicable adjustments and_ industrial 
peace were interpreted to our disadvan- 
tage and we were constantly repulsed, 
then the men of labor would write them- 
selves down for all time cowards if they 
did not make a contest for their rights. 
Even now some interpret the demands 
which labor makes upon modern society 
as evidence of the weakness of the 
American labor movement, of the Ameri- 
can workman. The men of labor may 
be set back, the men of labor may be 
rebuffed, but the cause of justice and 
human freedom is eternal and the fu- 
ture is ours. We will continue to bring 
the gospel of human justice and human 
liberty to the unorganized workers and 
endeavor to bring them within the fold 
of unionism. We will exercise care and 
prudence despite the antagonism which 
may be leveled against us. 

I think I may here paraphrase the 
anecdote of the frontiersman who was 
treed by a bear, and who, finding that 
to save his life he must come down and 
make a fight, decided to offer up a prayer. 
He said: ‘Good Lord, if you can not 
help me don’t help the b’ar, and you will 
see the goldarndest prettiest fight you 
ever saw in your life!’”’ We ask no power 
on our side except the power of our in- 


telligence, the power of our numbers and 
the power of the essential justice upon 
which our cause is based. We want no 
contest which can be avoided. When 
there is divergence of interest between 
workmen and employers we shall en- 
deavor, wherever possible, to come to 
some amicable arrangement if they are 
agreeable and intelligently broad minded. 

The men and women of labor, the 
wealth producers, are not content to re- 
main in a position of status in society. 
As the productivity of the workers, both 
in brain and brawn, becomes greater the 
wealth producers’ make constantly greater 
demands upon modern society, as a re- 
sult of their services to society. Human 
progress and civilization depend upon the 
constantly increasing demands of the 
toilers. Our movement is making for 
that, not in some dim and distant future, 
but to-day and to-morrow and every 
succeeding day. In the hearts and the 
minds of the men of labor there rests 
this germ of hope and encouragement 
that makes of us optimists, optimists 
who see to-day the gleam and the dawn 
of a brighter day for all the human 
family. 

Governor and Mayor, President Hally 
and President French, on behalf of this 
Convention, I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart for your words 
of welcome and fraternity and good will. 
And to the delegates, on behalf of the 
American Federation of Labor, I bid you 
welcome to this Convention, which is now 
formally declared open. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
CREDENTIALS. 

Delegate Coombe, of the Granite Cut- 
ters’ International Association. chairman 
of the committee, read the following re- 
port: 

Denver, Colo., November 9, 1908. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Gentlemen: Your Committee on Cre- 
dentials beg leave to report that they 
have examined the credentials of 321 
delegates, representing 83 International 
and National Unions, 25 State Branches, 
61 Central Bodies, 17 Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions, and 6 Fraternal 
Delegates, and recommend the following 
be seated: 


Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ In- 
ternational Union of America—John 
Weber, Chris Kerker, 10 votes. 
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Barbers’ International Union—W. E. 
Klapetzky, Frank X. Noschang, Jon 
C. Shanessy, George K. Smit 255 
votes. 

Bill Posters’ and Billers’ National Alli- 
ance—A. P. Tighe, 14 votes. 


Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood 
of—J. W. Kline, John J. Mockler, Geo. 
Kuykendall, 100 votes, 


Boilermakers and Iron Ship Builders of 
America, Brotherhood of—Joseph A. 
Franklin, George F. Dunn, 152 votes. 

Bookbinders International Brotherhood 
of—Robert Glockling, 79 votes. 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union—Chas. L. 
Baine, Emmet T. Walls, Nellie O’Boy, 
James F. Kane, Alvin C. Howes, 320 


votes. 

Brewery Workers’ International Union— 
Louis Kemper, A. J. Kugler, Frank 
Koralek, John Sullivan, Edmond F. 


Ward, 400 votes. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers In- 
ternational Association of—Frank M. 
Ryan, John T. Butler, John H. Barry, 
100 votes. 

Broom and Whisk Makers’ Union, Inter- 
national—James McKinzie, 8 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners of America, 
Brotherhood of—Frank Duffy, William 


D. Huber, W. A. Sexton, M. J. O’Brien, 
Thos. Flynn, S. Botterill, J. P. O’Reilly, 
1,796 votes. 

Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated 
Society of—A. C. Sanders, William 
Fyfe, Herbert Crampton, 81 votes. 
Carvers’ Association of North America, 


Wood—Frank Detlef, 13 votes. 
Car Workers, International Association 


of—P. F. Richardson, 44 votes. 

Cement Workers, American Brotherhood 
of — Martin Goellnitz, Thomas E. 
Keough, 73 votes. : 

Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
America—Samuel Gompers, Thomas F. 
Tracy, J. Mahlon Barnes, George R. 
French, John T. Smith, 409 votes. 

Clerks’ International Association, Re- 
tail—Max Morris, H. J. Conway, A. B. 
Loebenberg, D. F. Manning, Herman 


Robinson, 500 votes. 
Coopers’ International Union of North 
America—James A, Cable, Thomas Mc- 


Manus, 49 votes. 
Elevator Constructors’ International 
Union—Frank Feeney, 25 votes. 


Engineers, International Union of Steam 
—Matthew Comerford, Robert A. Mc- 
Kee, P. C. Winn, A. M. Huddell, 168 
votes. 

Firemen, International Brotherhood of 


Stationary—C. L. amp, Timothy 
Healy, J. W. Morton, 173 votes. 

Fitters and Helpers of America, Interna- 
national Association of Steam and Hot 
Water—W. F. 
56 votes. 

Flour and Cereal Mill Employes, Inter- 
national Union of—A. E. Kellington, 8 
votes. 

Freight Handlers’ and 
International Union of 
terior—P. J. Flannery, 
liams, 78 votes. 


Costello, J. J. Sullivan, 


Warehousemen’s 
America, In- 
Joseph J. Wil- 


Garment Workers of America, United—T. 
Rickert, Maier Schwarz, B. 
Larger, V. "Altman, S. L. Landers, 439 

votes. 

Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association—D. A. 
Hayes, Harry P. Hoag, Arthur Muhle- 
man, 88 votes. 

Glove Workers’ Union of America, Inter- 
national—Agnes Nestor, 8 votes. 

Granite Cutters’ International Association 
—James Duncan, James Cruickshank, 
Isaac Coombe, 130 votes. 

Hatters, United of North America—John 

. Moffitt, Martin Lawlor, James P. 
Maher, 85 votes. 

Hod Carriers’ and Building Laborers’ 
Union of America, International—H. A. 
Stemburgh, D. D’Alessandro, 112 votes. 

Horse Shoers of United States and Can- 
ada, International—Roady Kenehan, 
John Morrissey, 61 votes. 

Hotel and Restaurant Employes’ Interna- 
tional Alliance—T. Sullivan, Jere L. 
Sullivan, William Q. Sullivan, Thomas 


Ss. Farrell, John H. Wallace, 386 votes. 

Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, Amalga- 
mated Association of—P . McArdle, 
John H. Richards, David J. Davis, 100 
votes. 

Jewelry Workers’ Union of America— 
Gustav Ehret, 4 votes. 

Lathers, International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal—William J. McSorley, 
John T. Taggart, 58 votes. 

Laundry Workers’ International Union, 
Shirt, Waist and—John Manning, 


Carrie Parmer, 40 votes. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods, United 
Brotherhood of—John J. Pfeiffer, 40 
votes. ; 
Lithographers’ International Protective 
and Beneficial Association—J. L. Hon, 
11 votes. 


Longshoremen’s' International Associa- 
tion—Daniel J. Keefe, W. E. Fuller, 
John L. Bowler, T. V. O’Connor, 315 
votes. 

Machinists, International Association of 
—James O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, H. 
W. Churchill, Thomas Van Lear, A. F. 
Stark, 621 votes. 


Marble Workers, International Associa- 
tion of—Walter V. Price, 22 votes. 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen of 
North America—Edward W. Potter, 
Homer D. Call, 63 votes. 


Metal Polishers’, Buffers’, Platers’ and 
Brass Workers’ International Union— 
A. B. Grout, James .J. Dardis, 100 votes. 


Metal Workers’ International Alliance, 
Amalgamated Sheet—M. oO. Sullivan, 
Hugh Frayne, C. D. Wheeler, 161 votes. 

Mine Workers of America, United—T. L. 
Lewis, Ryan, John P. White, 
John Mitchell, W. RB. W ilson, G. W. 
Savage, John H. Walker, 2,525 votes. 


Moulders’ Union of North America, In- 
ternational—Joseph F. Valentine, John 
P. Frey, R. H. Curran, Patrick F. 
Duffy, John ‘Murtaugh, 500 votes. 

Musicians, “ae tae Federation 
Owen Miller, D. A. Carey, George D. 

Woodill, Joseph F. Winkler, 375 votes. 


of— 
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Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers, 
Brotherhood of—Joseph C. Bahlhorn, 
Joseph C. Skemp, Jacob Tazelaar, Emil 
Arnold, Chas. J. Ejisenring, Chas. A. 
Cullen, 648 votes, 

Paper Makers of America, United Broth- 
erhood of—J. T. Carey, M. Burns, 
43 votes. 

Pattern Makers’ League of North Amer- 
ica—James Wilson, J. E. Quinn, 55 votes. 

Paving Cutters’ Union of United States 
of America and Canada—John Sheret, 
20 votes. 

Photo Engravers’ Union, International— 
Andrew J. Gallagher, 29 votes. 

Plate Printers’ Union, International Steel 
and Copper—George P. Foster, 12 votes. 

Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters’ Helpers—John R. Alpine, 
William J. Tracy, Thomas Clark, Wil- 
liam Shirk, 180 votes. 

Post Office Clerks, National Federation 
of—Edward B. Goltra, 12 votes. 

Potters, National Brotherhood of Opera- 
tive—Thomas J. Duffy, George M. Mar- 
tin, 59 votes. 

Print Cutters? Association of America— 
John Paravicini, 4 votes. 

Printing Pressmen’s Union, International 
—George L. Berry, George Morgan, 
Thomas Ritchey, James J. Torpey, 172 
votes. 

Quarry Workers’ 
North America—P. F. 
Miller, 45 votes, 

Railroad Telegraphers, 
Perham, L. - Quick, 
150 votes. ; 

Railway Employes of America, Amalga- 
mated Association of Street and Elec- 
tric—W. D. Mahon, Magnus Sinclair, 
D. S. Fitzgerald, 320 votes. 

Roofers, Composition, Damp and Water- 
proof Workers, International Brother- 
hood of—Alex Doull, 10 votes. 

Seamen’s Union, International—William 
H. Frazier. Victor A. Olander, Andrew 
Furuseth, Edward Stack, 255 votes. 

Shingle Weavers’ Union of America, In- 
ternational—J. G. Brown, 17 votes. 

Shipwrights’, Joiners’ and Caulkers’ In- 
ternational Union—Hugh Kirk, 16 votes. 

Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union. Interna- 
tional—William W. Clark, 6 votes. 

Stage Employes’ International Alliance, 
Theatrical—Lee M. Hart, Patrick T. 
Barry, 62 votes. 

Stonecutters’ Association, Journeymen— 
Jo. Evans, James F. McHugh, Frank S. 
Byrnes, 83 votes. 

Stove Mounters’ International 
John Carey, 14 votes. 

Switchmen’s Union of North America— 


International Union of 
McCarthy, Jesse 


Order of—H. B. 
G. Ramsay, 


Union— 


Frank T. Hawley, Samuel E. Heber- 
ling, 93 votes. 

Tailors’ Union, Journeymen—John' B. 
Lennon, Hugh Robinson, D. G. Biggs, 


E. J. Brais, 161 votes. 
Teamsters, International Brotherhood of— 
D Tobin, John _E, Longstreet, Pat- 


rick — D. Daley, Harry McCormack, 
Thomas Barry, 377 votes. 
Tile Layers’ and Helpers’ Union, Inter- 


national Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaus- 
tic—Charles H. Leps, 19 votes. 


Tin Plate Workers, International—George 
Powell, 14 votes. 

Tobacco Workers, 
A. McAndrew, E. 
votes. 

Typographical Union, International— 
James M. Lynch, Frank Morrison, Max 
S. Hayes, Hugh Stevenson, T. W. Me- 
Cullough, 440 votes. 


International Union— 
Lewis Evans, 46 


Upholsterers’ International Union of 
North America—James H. Hatch, 28 
votes. 

Wood Workers’ International Union, 
Amalgamated—D. D. Mulcahy, Richard 
Braunschweig, 40 votes. 

Arkansas State Federation of Labor— 

F. Gray, 1 vote. 


California State Federation of Labor— 
J. Dale, 1 vote. 
Colorado State Federation of 
Frank J. Pulver, 1 vote. 
Georgia Federation of 
Jones, 1 vote. 
Illinois State Federation of Labor—Wil- 
liam Loos, 1 vote. 
Iowa State Federation of Labor—Henry 
H. Boettger, 1 vote. 


Labor— 


Labor—Jerome 


Kansas Stete Federation of Labor— 
Charles Rocker, 1 vote. 
Federation of Labor— 


he ag State 
H, Williams, 1 vote. 
teeiaaiocnaae State Branch—Frank Mc- 


Carthy, 1 vote. 

Michigan Federation of Labor—Edward 
. Ellis, 1 vote. 

Minnesota State Federation of Labor— 

George B. Howley, 1 vote. 

Missouri State Federation of Labor— 

Harry S. Sharpe, 1 vote. 

Montana State Federation of Labor— 

Alex. Fairgrieve, 1 vote. 

New Jersey State Federation of Labor— 


Cornelius Ford, 1 vote. 

New York, Workingmen’s Federation of 
the State of—Frank Keough, 1 vote, 
Oregon State Federation of Labor—C. O. 

Young, 1 vote. 
Pennsylvania Federation of Labor—Pat- 
rick Lynch, 1 vote. 


Utah State Federation of Labor—Austin 


Davis, 1 vote. 
Virginia iam of Labor—J. L. Al- 
len, 1 vot 
Washi siatthes State Federation of Labor— 
T. V. Copeland, 1 vote. 
West Virginia State Federation of La- 
bor—W. F. Welch, 1 vote. 
Wisconsin State Federation of Labor— 
Charles Jeske, 1 vote. 
Albany, N. Y., Central Labor Union— 


James Roach, 1 vote. 
Atlanta, Ga., Federation of Trades—R. E. 
Rollins, 1 vote. 
Birmingham, Ala., 
Dowling, 1 vote. 
Boston, Mass., Central Labor Union—P. 
Maloney, 1 vote. 

Bridgeton, N. J., Central Trades Coun- 
cil—James J. Dunn, 1 vote. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil—John C. Johnston, 1 vote. 


Trades Council—John 
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Brockton, Mass., Central Labor Union— 
Frank W. Gifford, 1 vote. 

Chattanooga, Tenn., Labor Union—James 
A. Hood, 1 vote. 

Cincinnati, Ohio, Central Labor Council— 
Frank L. Rist, 1 vote. 

Chicago, Ill., Federation of Labor—John 
Mangan, 1 vote. 

Chicago Heights Trades and Labor As- 
sembly—Julius TIT. Johnston, 1 vote. 

Clinton, Iowa, Tri-City Labor Congress— 
Geo. C. Campbell, 1 vote. 

Colorado Springs, Colo., Federated Trades 
Council—Harry P. Robinson, 1 vote. 

Dayton, Ohio, United Trades and Labor 
Council—Elias Breidenbach, 1 vote. 

Denver, Colo., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—William Tobin, 1 vote. 

East St. Louis, Ill., Central 
Union—J. E. Strait, 1 vote. 

Fort Collins, Colo., Labor Assembly—C. 
E. Moore, 1 vote. 

Fort Worth, Texas, Trades Assembly— 
Cc, ; Woodman, 1 vote, 

Galesburg, Ill., Trades and Labor Assem- 
ly—Alex. Peterson, 1 vote. 

Helena, Mont., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—Howard O. Smith, 1 vote. 

Jefferson County, Ohio, Trades and Labor 
Assembly—Norval White, 1 vote. 

Joplin, Mo., Trades Assembly—Chas. W. 
Fear, 1 vote. . 

Lawrence, Mass., Central Labor Union— 
Robert S. Maloney, 1 vote. 

Lincoln, Neb., Central Labor 
T. C. Kelsey, 1 vote. 

Logansport, Ind., Trades Assembly—O. P. 
Smith, 1 vote. 

Louisville, Ky., Federation 
Chas, Peetz, 1 vote. 

Milwaukee, Wis., Trades Council—John 
J. Handley, 1 vote. 

New Castle, Pa., Trades und Labor As- 
sembly—Thomas C. Humphrey, 1 vote. 

New York City Central Federated Union 
—Arnold B. MacStay, 1 vote. 

Newark, N. J., Essex Trades Council— 
Adam E. Zusi, 1 vote. 

Newark, Ohio, Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil—Thomas Kane, 1 vote. 

Ogden, Utah, Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—W. M. Piggott, 1 vote. 

Omaha, Neb., Central Labor Union—W. 
A. Chrisman, 1 vote. 

Philadelphia, Pa., Central Labor Union— 
Anna McKee, 1 vote. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Trades Council—Eugene 
Merz, 1 vote. 

Pueblo, Colo., Trades Assembly—Ed. An- 
derson, 1 vote. 

Rochester, N. Y., Central Trades and 
Labor Council—John S. Whalen, 1 vote. 

San Francisco, Cal., Labor Council— 
David McLennan, 1 vote. 

Savannah, Ga., Trades and Labor Assem- 
bly—Robert G. Fechnor, 1 vote. 

Seranton, Pa., Central Labor Union— 
Joseph Gibbons, 1 vote. 

peeetety. N. Y., Trades Assembly— 

. W. Leonard, 1 vote. 


Labor 


Union— 


of Labor— 


Sedalia, Mo., Federation of Labor—E.. T. 
Behrens, 1 vote. 

South Omaha, Neb., Central 
Union—James Kotera, 1 vote. 
St. Joseph, Mo., Central Labor Council— 

A. C. Hamlet, 1 vote. 
St. Louis, Mo., Central Trades and Labor 
Union—John A. Murray, 1 vote. 
Sheridan County, Wyoming, Trades and 


Labor 


Labor Council—Peter Carroll, 1 vote. 

Springfield, Ill., Federation of WLabor— 
John R. Holmes, 1 vote. 

Walden, N. Y., Central Labor Union— 
M. L. Nutt, 1 vote. 

Zanesville, Ohio, Central Trades and 
Labor Council—John A. Voll, 1 vote. 


Federal Labor Union No. 7087—Gus A. 
ass, 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union No, 
Woodmansee, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 11478—E. Snyder, 
1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 
G. Wright, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 
Schroeder, 2 votes. 

Federal Labor Union No. 
L. Hall, 1 vote. 

Federal Labor Union No. 
Fizer, 1 vote, 

Federal Labor Union No. 
Whittaker, 1 vote. 


7426—R. E. 
11366—Robert 
12102—Joseph 
12018S—W illiam 
12679— William 


11823—James 


Grain Handlers’ Association No. 11407— 
Ernest Bohm, 1 vote. 

House Shorers and Movers No. 7417— 
Francis Creamer, 2 votes. 

Laborers’ Protective Union No. 11002— 
James W. Wall, 1 vote. 

Newspaper and Mail Deliverers’ Union 
No. 9463—John R. Dunne, 9 votes. 
Railroad Helpers’ and Laborers’ Union 
No. 12487—G, L. Frazier, 1 vote. 

Rock Drillers’ and Tool Sharpeners’ 
Union No. 11808—Thomas J. Curtis 


votes. 

Stone Handlers’ and Derrickmen’s Union 
No. 12657—Archibald McDonnell, 1 vote. 

British Trades Union Congress—H. Skin- 
ner, John Wadsworth, 2 votes. 

Trades and Labor Congress of Canada— 

M. Draper, 1 vote. 

National Women’s Trade Union League 
—Mrs. Raymond Robins, without vote. 
Department of Church and Labor, Pres- 


byterian Church—Chas. Stelzle, without 
vote. 

Women’s International Union Label 
League—Miss Annie Fitzgerald, without 
vote. 

The following organizations are in- 


debted for per capita tax, and under the 

Constitution their delegates are not en- 

titled to seats until same is liquidated: 

Carriage and Wagon Workers—John H. 
Brinkman. 

Foundry Employes’ International Broth- 
erhood—George Bechtold 

Textile Workers, Uniited—John Golden 
and Samuel Ross. 

Oklahoma State Federation of Labor— 
Will R. Walter. 
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South Carolina State Federation of Labor 
—William J. Smith. 


Beaumont, Texas, Central Trades and 
Labor Assemblv—A, L. Garret. 

enid, Okla., Trades Council—H. A. 
Breitenstein. 

Goldfield, Nevada, Trades and Labor 
Council—E. F. Chavey. 

Livingston, Mont., Central Trades and 
Labor Council—Chas, Witt. 
Washington, D. C., Central Labor Union 


—C. T. Smith. 
Pasadena, Cal., 
Chas, E. Hart. 
San Juan, P. R., Central Labor Union— 
Santiago Iglesias. 

Billings, Mont., Trades and 
sembly—Hugh McDonald. 
Lake County. Ind., Trades 
Council—Emmet Flood. 


Double Drum Hoister Runners No. 11275— 

Robt. J. Riddell. 

Tobacco Strippers No. 10422—Melvia Rich- 
ter. » 

We are in receipt of protests from 
three local unions of Electrical Workers, 
against the credentials of F. J. Mc- 
Nulty, Peter Collins, Stephen J. Fay, 
F. J. Sweek and M. S. Culver, the pro- 
tests based on charges preferred against 
the International officers. Evidence is 
furnished in the form of minutes of a 
so-called special convention called for 
the purpose of investigating the conduct 
of said officers. The protest does not 
bear the seal of the Electrical Workers’ 
International Brotherhood, and in view 
of the fact that the credentials . fur- 
nished by the aforesaid gentlemen con- 
form in every particular to the laws of 
the American Federation of Labor, we 
therefore recommend that the aforesaid 
gentlemen be seated, as representing the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers’ of America, with 321 votes. 

We have received credentials from the 
Operative Plasterers’ International As- 
sociation for John Donlin, Peter G. Cook, 
James O’Connor and John G. Twyford, 
as delegates to this convention. They 
are not entitled to seats, however, in 
view of the fact that charter has not yet 
been granted to this Association. 


Central Labor Union- 
Labor As- 


and Labor 


We have credentials for T. W. Rowe, 
from the Ohio State Federation of La- 


bor; J. F. Tobin, from the Muncie, In- 
diana, Trades Council; W. W. Davies, of 
the Belmont County, Ohio, Central 
Trades and Labor Council, and Frederick 
Shane, from the Toledo, Ohio, Central 
Labor Union. These gentlemen are mem- 
bers of the American Flint Glass Work- 
ers’ Association, and we recommend that 
they be not seated as delegates, our rec- 


ommendation based on section 5 of article 
4 of the Constitution of the A. F. of L., 
as follows: 

No organization or person that has 
seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled by the American Federation of La- 
bor, or by any national or international 
organization, connected with this Federa- 
tion, shalt, while under such penalty, be 
allowed representation or recognition in 
this Federation, or in any Central body 
or national or international union con- 
nected with the American Federation of 
Labor, under the penalty of the suspen- 
sion of the body violating this section. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
ALVIN C. HOWES. 

PATRICK F. DUFFY, Secretary, 
Credential Committee. 


Vice-President Dunean moved the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 
The motion was seconded by Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell. 

Delegate Reid, of the Electrical Work- 
ers, discussed briefly the question of the 
contesting delegations from that organi- 
zation. 

Vice-President Duncan withdrew his 
motion that the report of the committee 
be adopted, and moved that the part of 
the report of the committee dealing with 
uncontested delegates be adopted, and 
the subject-matter of the balance of the 
report be taken up by the Convention. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Rowe, of the Ohio State Fed- 
eration of Labor, moved as an amend- 
ment that the report of the committee be 
adopted; that the delegates recommended 
by the committee be seated, and that 
delegates whose seats were contested be 
given a voice when their respective cases 
were considered. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates Reid, Kemper and McNulty. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Rowe was adopted, and the original mo- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 

President Gcempers—The chair will ap- 
point, subject to the approval of the Con- 
vention, Frank J. Pulver, of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, No. 49, of 
Denver, to act as assistant to the Secre- 
tary; as Sergeant-at-Arms, S. G. Fos- 
dick, of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployers’ International Alliance, and as 
Assistant and Messenger, Oliver Guiney, 
of the Brotherhood of Boilermakers and 
Iron Ship Builders. 


Appointments concurred in. 
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The question of the contesting delega- 
tions of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers was discussed by 
Delegate Reed and Vice-President O’Con- 
nell. 

Vice-President O’Connell moved that a 
special committee of five be appointed by 
the President to hear both sides of the 
controversy and report back to the con- 
vention. (Seconded.) 


President Gompers—Some time ago, 
when Vice-President O’Connell, Secretary 
Morrison and myself were meeting in 
Washington as a sub-committee of the 
Executive Council, Mr. Reed and two of 
his colleagues were present and under- 
took to lay before us the the cause of 
the controversy between himself and the 
gentlemen he represented and the of- 
ficers of the Electrical Workers. We 
had not time then to listen to the state- 
ment, but at our suggestion there was 
some agreement reached that the repre- 
sentatives of the Brotherhood as repre- 
sented by Mr. Reed and the representa- 
tives of the Brotherhood, as represented 
by Mr. McNulty, should meet at Den- 
ver, and that either the Convention 
or the Executive Council or the Presi- 
dent would meet with the representatives 
of both contending sides and endeavor to 
reach an amicable adjustment of the 
controversy existing. 

The chair in making this statement 


would suggest that the mover of the mo- 
tion enlarge it so that the committee 
may also undertake to help adjust the 
controversy. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I accept the 
suggestion. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Collins, Delegate Reed and Delegate 
McNulty. 


The motion offered by Vice-President 
O'Connell was carried by unanimous 
vote. 


Delegate Parmer, of the Laundry 
Workers, stated that there were seven 
hundred laundry workers in Denver, but 
only seventy-five of that number were 
in the local of the Laundry Workers. 
She requested that all delegates while 
in Denver patronize only those laundries 
where union help was employed. 

Secretary Morrison—As the hour for 
adjournment has arrived, and as_ the 
balance of the report of the Committee 
on Credentials will probably cause con- 
siderable discussion, I move that further 
discussion on the report be made a 
special order of business after the read- 
ing of the reports of the President, 
Treasurer and Secretary and the ap- 
pointment of committees. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and the convention was adjourned to 
2p. m. 





FIRST DAY—Monday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2p. m. Monday, November 9, First Vice- 
President Duncan in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Kerker, Kline, Butler, 
Barry (John H.), McKenzie, Huber, Sex- 
ton, O’Brien, Flynn, O'Reilly, Sanders, 
Richardson, Goellnitz, Barnes, Thomas, 
Winn, Shamp, Morton, Costello, Wil- 
liams, Cruickshank, Maher, Wallace, 
Price, Potter, Grout, O’Sullivan, Wilson 
(W. B.), Wilson (James), Quinn, Martin, 
Paravicini, Quick, Clark, Byrnes, Haw- 
ley, Tobin (D. J.), Barry (Thomas), 
Leps, Powell, Hatch, Walter, Smith (W. 


J.), Davis, Welch, Roach, Garrett, Hood, 
Strait, Breitenstein, Peterson, Chavey, 
Smith (H. O.), Witt, Piggott, Chrisman, 
Hart (C. E.), Leonard, Carroll, Murray, 
Nutt, Smith (C. T.), Fizer, Bohm, Crea- 
mer, Curtis, McDonnell (A.). 


Vice-President Duncan presided during 
the time that President Gompers, Secre- 
tary Morrison and Treasurer Lennon read 
their reports, and announced that the 
reports would be referred to the proper 
committees when appointed. 
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PRESIDENT GOMPERS’ REPORT. 


Denver, CoLo., November 9, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the T-ewenty-eighth Annual Convention of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 


Fellow Workers: Fourteen years ago we met in this city, and then, just 
as now, the workers were suffering from a paralysis of industry resulting from 
the manipulations of the ‘‘Princes of Finance’ or from the incompetency of our 
modern “Captains of Industry.” I declare now, as I declared then, that it is an 
indictment against our civilization that in a land so bountiful, broad and fertile 
as ours, with the workers so earnest, energetic, industrious, anxious and willing 
to produce, that such a paralysis of industry should be possible, and I believe 
we should hold accountable those who are responsible for the unnecessary and 
wanton misery of so large a mass of workless workers. 

In our country there must not be permitted to grow up or to be maintained 
a permanent army of unemployed. 

In the midst of such adverse circumstances, that our trade unions have 
maintained their existence, speaks well of them and of the sound economic and 
fundamental principles upon which they are based. That they have not suc- 
cumbed to the fearful antagonism arrayed against them, to the lack of employ- 
ment and to other insidious influences, is the best evidence that the movement 
of labor has found the citadel of its protection, its noblest inspiration, in the 
hearts and minds of the workers. 

Coming as we do to this magnificent western city, where, by the hand of 
Tabor, the brain and brawn of our people, a waste land has been made to blossom 
like a rose, is there not an appropriateness in our meeting here, when the wrongs 
of the past are still extant? May we not indulge the hope that these wrongs 
may spend their force and find rectification at the foot of the mighty Rockies, and 
that the toilers may here be still further inspired and encouraged in their struggle 
and hope for the triumph of justice 

Westward the course of empire makes its way, over mountain and plain 
and desert. No obstacle is insurmountable in the course of human progress, 
when real empire and sovereignty dwell in the heart, the minds, and the con- 
science of the manhood and womanhood of our country. 

Our Constitution and custom have made it incumbent upon the President 
to give an accounting of the work in connection with our movement for the 
year. It has been my pleasure, and is my duty, to make my report to the 
convention as comprehensive as possible, but the manifold duties devolving upon 
the President of the Federation preclude the thought that anything but a few 
of the extraordinarily large number of important matters with which he has 
had to deal can be submitted. 

The Constitution prescribes that the President shall be required to ‘‘devote 
all his time’ to the interests of the Federation. This command has literally, 
as far as his physical endurance has made it possible, been obeyed; and yet, 
because of this literal compliance, it is impossible to communicate to you in this 
report more than a very meager accounting of the work which has devolved 
upon me, and which I have endeavored to perform to the fullest. 


EXTENDING GROWTH IN ORGANIZATION. 


We have issued during the fiscal year, ending September 30, 1908, the 
following charters: 


Industrial GepartMents 2... ccdcecccesccecncesses 2 


State federations ............-. che Ke Lae ae 4 
CY COMIFED NOGIGE ss <.6 6c os.csi6 cee uv ceeeeane euawan « 
Local trade unions (having. no internationals) . 100 
Federal labor unions.......... errr rrr eee iéececer. Jae 
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The industrial departments organized, and to which charters were issued, 
are the Building Trades Department and the Metal Trades Department. The 
matter of organization of industrial departments will be more fully reported by 
the Executive Council. 

The State Federations are Montana and South Carolina. Charters were 
were reissued to the state federations of West Virginia and Utah. 

The localities of city central bodies receiving charters during the year 
will be given in detail by the Secretary in his report. 

At the close of the fiscal year, September 30, 1908, there were affiliated 
to the American Federation of Labor by charter the following: 


TRG OPMOTIOIAT TRIOS 6.6 6. 66:0 ne 008 08 eSeern wee wieeele 116* 
PRGUStTIAI GEOAPIMMORS 2ock cis ise es sew esses 2 
OTC CO Ee ee rr 38 
Rope RE I i sos ips cca arm. satis aim eve te love od werk a 606 
Local trade and federal labor unions............. 583 


The Secretary will also report the number of local unions organized and 
ehartered by our affiliated international unions. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


The international unions have done magnificent work in regard to mem- 
bership, as well as in uplifting their respective crafts and callings. They have 
at least partially supported their unemployed. The declared policy of our 
Federation against wage reductions has found fruition, despite the industrial 
panic. Organized labor, even those unions unaffiliated, have taken up and 
accepted the advice given by our Federation, to resist wage reductions under 
any and all circumstances; aye, even the unorganized have taken some degree 
of courage and partially resisted. 

For the first time in the history of our own or any other country, an 
industrial crisis has come and will pass away, and a wholesale cutting in wages, 
or, for that matter, cutting in wages at all, has practically been averted. Time 
has demonstrated the wisdom of our Federation’s declaration on this, as upon 
other economie and political questions. We have clearly proved the soundness 
of the philosophy, that wage reductions are not only injurious, but their resist- 
ance and prevention are the most rational and most rapid method of emergence 
from an industrial crisis or panic, whether brought on by the manipulations of 
“Princes of Finance’ or the blundering of the ‘‘Captains of Industry.” I again 
strongly urge Labor’s persistent resistance to any wage reductions. Nor can I 
permit this opportunity to pass by without expressing my great appreciation of 
the readiness with which the officers of our international -unions responded to the 
invitation to meet last March in conference in W ashington, to meet the emer- 
gencies which arose in our industrial and political life. 


STATE FEDERATIONS AND CITY CENTRAL BODIES. 


As already indicated, we have now 38 State Federations and 608 City 
Central Bodies. There is a marked advancement in the growth of our organized 
labor movement, and there are no bodies more effective in carrying into execu- 
tion the policies and principles for which our movement stands, than these state 
federations and city central labor organizations. Their influence for good is 
marked and widespread. By reason of their local and constant mingling with 
the rank and file of the toilers in their respective states and localities, they 
inspire the feelings of unity, fraternity and solidarity among the workers and 
all right-thinking men. It is, therefore, all the greater gratification to find so 
general a feeling of respect and confidence among the officers and Celegates to 
state federations, central labor bodies, and the local unions of our great move- 
ment, in full accord with the officers of our international unions and our general 
labor movement. It is my earnest wish that these feelings, sentiments, and 
eonvictions of a common purpose shall still further be cultivated, so that it may 


*The international unions above enumerated censist of approximately 28,700 local unions 
ef their respective trades and callings, 
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permeate a]l those enlisted in the great cause of labor and humanity, the Grand 
Army of Labor, under the banner of the American Federation of Labor. 


DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCALS. 


We have now 583 directly affiliated local unions which have no inter- 
nationals, and these come under the direct administration of the President of 
our Federation. Whenever there are enough of these local unions of any one 
eraft or calling to warrant the formation of a national or international union 
from <mong their number, that course is pursued. 

We all realize that a national or international union can be of far greater 
advantage to members of any trade than where their unions have their local 
limits, yet it is equally true, and experience has clearly demonstrated, that an 
international union prematurely formed and perhaps of insufficient numbers to 
be able to financially sustain itself, has usually resulted in disbandment or 
dissolution after a brief existence, and that during the period of disintegration 
the interests of the men suffer and the local unions themselves are retarded. 

Therefore, quite apart from the general policy of our movement, it has 
been and is my desire to aid in the formation cf national or international unions 
whenever and wherever possible. When this is not done it is because the inter- 
ests of the unions and the men of labor, are temporarily, at least, best served 
by their direct affiliation to the American Federation of Labor, where they receive 
the benefit and guidance of the experienced officers, as well as the advantages 
of the Defense-Fund of the American Federation of Labor. 

There have been a number of contests waged this year by our directly 
affiliated local unions, and these will be more fully reported by the Executive 
Council. Advances in wages and conditions have been made, and many reduc- 
tions successfully resisted by our directly affiliated local unions, and this is due 
to the financial and moral support rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor. 


LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


It is with much satisfaction that I can report the great growth in the 
labor movement among our fellow-workers in the Dominion of Canada. Those 
intrusted with the affairs of the movement, both local and provincial, in the 
Dominion, are so earnest and loyal ‘that they see to it that the interests of the 
workers are promoted, both nationally and internationally. 

It is interesting to note that, despite the efforts of those who would 
sunder the reciprocal and beneficial international fraternal relations which exist 
among the workers of Canada, the United States, and the entire continent of 
America, the bonds of unity and fraternity are constantly and more firmly 
cemented. The frequent intercourse of representative labor men with our fellows 
on both sides of the border, aided by our special organizer, Mr. John T. Flett. 
and the volunteer organizers’ work of unification of the aims and aspirations of 
the workers, are bringing beneficial economic and material results. The exercise 
of legislative and political rights must, of course, always be mutually recognized 
and conceded. 

In a report recently made by the secretary of the Dominion Trade and 
Labor Congress, Whom we honor and weleome with us today in the capacity ef 
fraternal delegate to our convention, Mr. P. M. Draper, says: 

“Without any exaggeration it can be said that never in the history of 
the labor movement in Canada has such progress been shown in the organization 
of the workers. The knowledge of its power when united has swept throughout 
the length and breadth of the country, and despite the old, moth-eaten appeals 
to prejudice and self-interest, despite misrepresentation, persecution and coer- 
cion, the forces of labor have continued to unite. 

“To-day the organized workers in Canada breathe the same aspirations, 
harbor the same ambitions, and struggle for the same end, namely, the elevation 
and betterment of the masses of toilers who suffer not only from ‘the slings and 
arrows of outrageous fortune,’ but from the oppressive and unjust laws and 
their prejudiced administration, uneivilized conditions surrounding the every-day 
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work of men, women and children, and more than the thousand and one ills 
that affect the flesh. 

“Unbounded enthusiasm is the keynote of the movement in Canada. In 
every province throughout Canada, from British Columbia in the West to Nova 
Seotia in the East, the uplift has begun. The eyes of the toilers are at last 
opened to the futility of dependence upon others than themselves; they see the 
necessity for strong international organizations. The urgency for sending their 
own representatives to the Legislature to take part in making the laws which 
they must obey has appealed to them as never before, and a healthy optimism 
inspires the whole movement in such a way as to give promise of the most 
beneficial results. 

“The two strongest features of the labor movement in Canada at this 
juncture are: First, unswerving fidelity to the cause of international trade union- 
ism; and, secondly, an equal loyalty to independent political aetion in support 
of the candidature of representatives of labor.” 


PORTO RICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 


We have continued our efforts to help our fellow-workers and the people 
generally of Porto Rico to the very fullest of our opportunities. This has been 
accomplished by visits of our representative labor men, including myself, to 
Porto Rico, by considerable correspondence and literature sent there, as well as 
the permanent service of an efficient organizer, with whom a considerable corps 
of volunteer organizers co-operate. There is a spirit of solidarity among the 
people there, and their feeling of entire sympathy with true American ideals 
has been fruitful of good results. 

I can do no better than quote here the report made to me by our organizer 
there, the representative of the labor movement of that island, Santiago Iglesias: 

“The American Federation of Labor is at present the only source from 
which we hope to secure liberty, justice, and happiness, not only for the workers, 
but for the people in general in Porto Rico. 

“The labor movement in Porto Rico has no doubt been, and is, the most 
efficient and safest way of conveying the sentiments and feelings of the American 
people to the hearts of the people of Porto Rico. If the people of Porto Rico 
should really become Americans, the American Federation of Labor would be 
the only institution to be held responsible for it. The trusts, the bureaucracy 
and the capitalistic combinations have been imported from the United States to 
exploit the ignorance and unhappiness of the farmers and workers in general 
for the purpose of building great fortunes as a product of cheap labor. None of 
these institutions, indeed, will ever transform the Porto Rican people into Amer- 
icans. The American sentiments now existing among the Porto Rican people 
are due to the labor, faithfulness and kindness of the American Federation of 
Labor, as well as to its principles of justice, and the aid we have received, and 
what it shall be capable of doing for us in the future. 

“The convention of the A. F. of L. passed a recommendation that the 
constitutions and all other literature from the international unions, having 
affiliated local unions in Porto Rico, should be translated, as far as possible, into 
Spanish, not only because it is interesting and beneficial to the labor movement 
in Porto Rico, but because it will greatly benefit everv labor organization if “he 
American Federation of Labor shall organize the workers through the Spanish- 
American countries, such as Mexico, Cuha, and Venezuela. Therefore, it is my 
earnest desire that these recommendations he given the greatest and most 
prompt attention on the part of the international unions, to which this may be 
attached. This is important and necessary. 

“Organizations have greatly progressed during the present vear. and their 
efforts have been more successful than ever before. Up to this date we have 
organized thirtv-eight new local unions, belonging to the different trades. through 
the island, and we have succeeded in reorganizing twentv-seven ont of those 
which were disbanded. The principles. aims. and heneficial results of the lahor 
movement are now more clearly understood by our workmen, and this is one 
of the reasons which will make their respective unions more permanent. 
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“During the year 1906-1907 the labor movement in Porto Rico, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, underwent a terrible crisis, due to the 
prosecutions against our members, on the part of the corporations and capitalists 
combined. The fear and ignorance of our brothers made them abandon their 
cause and many unions became disorganized. Our work is now becoming more 
fruitful, safe, and permanent. We number 112 unions in good standing at pres- 
ent, which are actively working and affiliated with their respective international 
labor unions and with the American Federation of Labor. You may rest assured 
that this island of Porto Rico, whose first years of trial and experience in labor 
questions have already passed, has a brighter prospect within the ranks of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

“The State Branch Free Federation of Workingmen of Porto Rico has 
succeeded in securing from the legislative assembly the passage of the following 
labor bills: 

“An Act regulating the working hours of the railway employes and fixing 
the maximum working time at 16 hours per diem. 

“An Act positively forbidding the payment in chips, checks, or any other 
special design of money, not being United States legal currency, to agricultural 
workers, under heavy penalties. 

“An Act by means of which every person is entitled to be under bond in 
every case of appeal from the decision of a lower court. Through the efforts 
of the Porto Riean State Branch the Eight-hour Law is being enforced by every 
labor organization. 

“The employers’ liability law, an ‘Act creating a bureau of labor,’ and an 
‘Act providing for the sanitary inspection of shops and mills,’ introduced through 
the efforts of this state branch, were not passed; however, we hope that these acts 
will be passed by the next legislative assembly, through the action taken by the 
American Federation of Labor in the national political campaign. 

“Our local political parties have now included in their tickets some labor 
leaders, and we can safely say that several of them will probably be elected for 
members of the legislative assembly, where they will greatly help and favor our 
plans and efforts. ' 

“This is, in fact, what I can inform you at present, and you may rest 
assured that the results of our efforts are now more permanent than ever, adding 
to it that we are receiving the aid of the activities shown by our brothers.” 


ORGANIZED FARMERS AND ORGANIZED LABOR. 


We have frequently interchanged fraternal delegates between the organiza- 
tions of the farmers of our country and our Federation, and there has grown 
a closer bond of unity and action in these respective movements. On many 
occasions invitations have been extended to me to attend the conventions of 
the organized farmers, the last one being from the National Farmers’ Union 
(Farmers’ Educational and Co-operative Union) to attend its annual convention 
at Fort Worth, Texas, September 1. 

By authority and direction of the Executive Council, this invitation was 
accepted. I attended the convention, and apart from conveying the fraternal 
greetings of the men of labor in the industrial field, I delivered two addresses 
to the convention, and one to a mass meeting of farmers while at Fort Worth. 

It has been gratifying to me to have been well received at many con- 
ventions and meetings, but such enthusiasm and sincere appreciation have never 
been excelled by that accorded to me by the farmers at their national convention. 
In addition to a unanimous, rising, and spontaneous expression of confidence 
and gratitude, the convention later manifesting its earnest desire for co-operative 
action with the union workers in our Federation, adopted the following report 
and resolutions: 

“The interests of the farmers and of the industrial workers are not only 
closely allied, but they have been, and can be, further promoted by mutual 
assistance and co-operation nationally, as they have in the states; and we, there- 
fore, recommend the following: 

“Resolved, That a national legislative committee be created for the pur- 
pose of furthering such legislation that will protect and promote the rights and 
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interests of the farmers and to prevent the enactment of legislation inimical te 
our interests. : 

“Resolved, That this convention of the Farmers’ Educational and Co- 
operative Union of America hereby instructs its officers and legislative committee 
to co-operate with the American Federation of Labor along economic legislation 
and other lines of mutual benefit and advantage.” 

The Farmers’ Union elected fraternal delegates to this convention, and I 
recommend that the appointment of a special committee from this convention 
be authorized to confer with these delegates as to how best the interests of the 
toilers upon the field and farm, the factory, workshop, mill, and mine, may be 
mutually protected and advanced. 

Authority should also be given to the officers of our Federation to accept 
in a fraternal spirit the Farmers’ Union declaration to co-operate along the 
lines of legislation and in such other practical spheres where we may be enabled 
to more thoroughly cultivate the best interests of all. 


LABOR’S FRATERNITY—INTERNATIONAL PEACE. 


The spirit of international amity and universal peace is an accomplishment 
toward which the hearts of humanitarians yearn. There are none who have 
so potent an interest and who are more assiduously devoting their efforts toward 
its achievement than are the men of labor of all countries. The constant 
exercise of our influence to avoid wars will avert them if the intelligent, earnest 
efforts of the toilers are concentrated the civilized world. over. 

We are not less patriotic, nor do we lose one jot of our love of tater 
by our intense desire for the universal fraternization of man. 

The cause of international peace has sustainec a great loss in the “‘deuiliia 
of that veteran trade unionist, W. Randal Creamer, of England, who for more 
than thirty years was in the vanguard of inte rnationa 11 peace and the settlement 
of international controversies by arbitration. 

More than twenty years ago it vas the American Federation of Labor, at 
its Baltimore Convention, which first cordially greeted and pledged its sympathetic 
co-operation to Creamer’s noble work. 

The encouragement of the acceptance of the good-standing union cards 
from trade unionists of other countries into the unions of the respective organiza- 
tions here has made for more reciprocal fraternal relations and will continue to 
have a good effect. 

The interchange of fraternal delegates between the organized toilers of 
the world has led, and will still further lead, to a better understanding of the 
aspirations of all toward the common purpose of human bvotherhood. 

We welcome the fraternal delegates, the ambassadors from the workers 
of Great Britain, to our convention, and to the hearts of America’s workers. In 
the personalities of John Wadsworth, of the Miners, and H. Skinner, of the 
Printers, representing the British Trades Union Congress, supplemented by 
P. M. Draper, of the Canadian Trades and Labor Congress, we recognize the 
bearers of the message of international good will and economic solidarity. We 
welcome them and our other fraternal delegates with hearts overflowing with 
cordiality and eager for their friendship and co-operation. 


BUCK’S STOVE AND RANGE COMPANY INJUNCTION. 


The Executive Council and I reported to the Norfolk Convention that the 
Van Cleave Buck’s Stove and Range Co. had brought suit against the American 
Federation of Labor, its officers, affiliated unions, and their members; that we 
were cited by Justice Clabaugh of the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia 
to show cause why an injunction should not be issued. During the Norfolk Con- 
vention, that is, on November 14, 1907, our answer was made, and on December 
18, 1907, the injunction was granted by Justice Gould of the same court. This 
injunction was issued on December 18, and became effective December 23, when 
the undertaking or bond was filed by the FPuck’s Stove and Range Co. and 
approved by the court. The temporary injunction was made permanent March 
26, 1908. 
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The injunction granted by the court, in this case, prohibits the officers of 
the American Federation of Labor, the officers and members of all affiliated 
unions, their or our agents, friends, sympathizers, counsel, ‘“‘conspirators or 
co-conspirators,” either as officials or as individuals, from making any reference 
whatsoever to the fact that the Buck's Stove and Range Co. has ever been in any 
dispute with labor, or to the fact that the company has ever been regarded as 
unfair, or has ever been on any unfair list, or upon a ‘“‘We Don’t Patronize’”’ list 
of the American Federation of Labor, or of any other organization. The injunc- 
tion prohibits any and all persons from either directly or indirectly referring to 
any such controversy. Such statement or reference is also prohibited by printed, 
written, or spoken word. 


Acting upon the authority and instruction of the Norfolk Convention, 
eminent counsel, consisting of Judge Alton B. Parker and Messrs Ralston and 
Siddons, were retained. When the injunction was issued and made permanent 
our counsel were instructed to appeal to the Court of Appeals of the District of 
Columbia. In the meantime, with the authority of the Executive Council, the 
publication of the name of the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. was discontinued in 
the “We Don’t Patronize” list of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. Later, I discon- 
tinued the publication of the list in its entirety, and for the reasons which I shall 
hereafter give. Of course, I discussed in the editorial columns of the AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST the injunction and the fundamental principles involved. 

In July a petition was presented by the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. and 
an order issued by the Supreme Court of the District of Columbia against ‘‘Samuel 
Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labor; Frank Morrison, Sec- 
retary of the American Federation of Labor, and John Mitchell, Second Vice- 
President of the American Federation of Labor,” to ‘“‘show cause’”’ why they should 
not be punished for contempt of court. 


Substantially the allegations are that Vice-President Mitchell violated the 
injunction as Vice-President of the American Federation of Labor, in authorizing 
and permitting acts to be done by the American Federation of Labor officers, and 
also that he, as the President of the United Mine Workers of America, enter- 
tained a resolution at the Mine Workers’ Convention, last January, calling upon 
the miners of the country to refrain from purchasing the products of the Buck’s 
Stove and Range Co. 

The allegations against Secretary Morrison are substantially that he sent 
out, or caused to be sent out, copies of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, containing 
editorials and other utterances referring to the Buck’s Stove and Range Co., and 
also for sending, or causing to be sent, the printed official proceedings of the 
Norfolk Convention of the American Federation of Labor, containing the reports 
and resolutions of the Norfolk Convention upon the Buck’s Stove and Range Co.’s 
suit and injunction. 

The proceedings against me are based upon the allegation that I violated 
the injunction in doing, or authorizing, or directing the doing of these acts, the 
sending out of an appeal for funds for our legal defense in the suit and injunction 
proceedings, on the platform in public speeches, and in editorially discussing the 
fundamental principles involved in these proceedings. 

The injunction issued by the,Supreme Court of the District of Columbia at 
the instance of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company was published in the Feb- 
ruary issue of the AMERICAN FEpERATIONIST, 1908. It is suggested that the 
injunction, together with the editorial appearing in that same issue of the 
AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST Under the caption ‘‘Free Press and Free Speech Invaded 
by Injunction Against the American Federation of .Labor—A Review and Pro- 
test,” as well as the editorials since, be read and considered in connection with 
this matter. 

Your attention is invited to the petition of the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. 
to the court for its order (which order was granted) for Mr. Mitchell, Mr. Morri- 
son and me to ‘show cause’ why we should not be punished for contempt of 
court for alleged violation of the court’s injunction. The petition is published in 
the September, 1908, issue of the AMERICAN FepeRATIONIsT. I suggest that that 
petition be considered in connection herewith, as it will show fully the grounds 
upon which our pnishment is sought. The publication in the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
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Tionist of a legal document of the court, that is, the petition of the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Co. to the court, citing John Mitchell, Frank Morrison and me 
to show cause why we should not be punished for contempt, is also alleged as an 
evidence of my violation of the court’s injunction. 

The hearing in the contempt proceedings was set for September 8, and by 
agreement deferred to the following day. On September 9, our counsel, by our 
direction, offered to submit the entire case, upon the petition and our answer, to 
the judgment and decision of the court. The court, however, referred the taking 
of testimony to a commissioner and accorded thirty days for each side to present 
testimony. Refore the expiration of the thirty days accorded to the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Co., they applied to the court and obtained twenty days additional. 
This brought the case up to October 29. In the meantime the Buck’s Stove and 
Range Co.’s counsel engaged the attention of Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison and 
myself for many days, and then proceeded to several parts of the country where 
it was necessary for our counsel to be in attendance. Instead of availing our- 
selves of the thirty days accorded to us by the court, we advised our counsel to 
submit the testimony adduced by the Buck’s Stove and Range Co., and to submit 
the entire case for the judgment of the court without any further evidence on 
our part. On October 30, the court ordered that it will hear argument on 
November 10, and decide upon the case. On November 10, during the time this 
convention will be in session, the court will decide the case, whether Messrs. 
Mitchell, Morrison and I have been guilty of contempt of the court’s injunction. 
In my report to the Executive Council, in September, I took occasion to discuss 
this matter, and I can do no better than repeat the language here: 

“Your attention is especially called to a feature of the case of this injunc- 
tion. If all the provisions of the injunction are to be fully carried out, we shall 
not only be prohibited from giving or selling a copy’‘of the proceedings of the 
Norfolk Convention of the American Federation of Labor, either a bound or 
unbound copy; or any copy of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST for the greater part 
of 1907, and part of 1908, either bound or unbound, but we, as an Executive 
Council, will not be permitted to make a report upon this subject to the Denver 
Convention. 

“Unless we violate the terms of this injunction, we are prohibited from 
referring to the case at all, either in our report to the convention or to others. 
Should a delegate to the convention ask the Executive Council what disposition 
has been made, or what the status of the case is, we shall be compelled to remain 
silent. For one, I am unwilling to be placed in such a position. I have neither 
the inclination nor the intention of violating the process of the court, but I cannot 
see how it is possible for us to hold up our heads as honest men and still refuse 
to give an accounting to our fellow workers and to the public as to the status 
and outcome of this case.” f 

The Executive Council has been advised that in this report to you I shall 
fully cover this subject, thus making it unnecessary for duplication in the report 
which the Executive Council and I will jointly make to you. 

As a citizen and a man I cannot and will not surrender my right of free 
speech and freedom of the press. As President of our Federation, a decent regard 
for my duty to you and to all our fellow workers, and to the public generally, 
requires that a comprehensive report shall be made of these entire proceedings, 
so that the subject may receive your consideration, to the end that action may 
be taken to protect the interests of labor and the rights of our people before the 
courts, as well as before that higher tribunal, the public conscience of the people 
of our common country. 


SHALL INJUNCTION INVADE FREE SPEECH AND FREE PRESS. 


It is impossible ta see how we can comply fully with the court’s injunction. 
Shall we be denied the right of free speech and free press simply because we are 
workmen? Is it thinkable that we shall be compelled to suppress, refuse to dis- 
tribute, and kill for all time to come the official transactions of one of the great 
conventions of our Federation? I opine not. 

Now it is the American Federation of Labor and the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST Which are enjoined from the exercise of the right of free speech and the 
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liberty of the press. In the future it may be another publication, and this injunc- 
tion will then be quoted as a sacred precedent for future and further encrvach- 
ments upon the rights and liberties of our people. The contention of labor with 
the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. sinks into comparative insignificance contrasted 
with the great principles which are at stake. Is it imaginable that inasmuch as 
the Constitution of our country guarantees to every citizen the right of free speech 
and free press, and forbids the Congress of our government from enacting any 
law that shall in any way abridge, invade, or deny the liberty of speech and the 
freedom of press, that a court by the issuance of an injunction can invade and 
deny these rights? 

I venture to assert that the bitterest antagonists to labor in Congress would 

not have the temerity to present to that body a bill which would deny to the 
toilers of our country the right of free expression through speech or by means 
of the press, and yet this very denial and invasion are attempted by this 
injunction. 
! There is no disrespect on my part to the judge or the court when with 
solemn conviction I assert that this invasion is unwarranted. The wrong has 
grown from the precedent set by previous injunction abuses, and the judge in 
this instance has but extended the process. The suppression of freedom of the 
press is a most serious undertaking, whether in autocratic Russia or in the repub- 
lic of the United States. It is because the present injunction and the contempt 
proceedings thereunder suppress free speech and free press, that I feel it my 
duty to enter a most emphatic protest. 

For ages it has been a recognized and an established principle that the 
publisher shall: be uncensored in what he publishes, though he may be held 
personally and criminally liable for what he utters. 

If what is published is wrong, or false, or sediticus, or treasonable, it is 
within the power of the courts to punish him by applying the ordinary process 
of law. 

If what is published is libelous, the civil and criminal laws may be 
invoked. 

The right to freely print and to speak has grown up through centuries of 
freedom. It has its basis in the fundamental guarantees of human liberty. It 
has been advocated and upheld by the ablest minds. Tremendous sacrifices have 
been made in its establishment. These rights must not, cannot, and will not be 
complacently surrendered—they must not be forbidden by a court’s injunction. 


INJUNCTIONS AGAINST WORKMEN. 


Injunctions as issued against workmen are never applied to, or issued 
against, any other citizen of our country. These injunctions are an attempt to 
deprive citizens of our country, when they are workmen, of the right of trial by 
jury. They are an effort to fasten an offense upon workmen who are innocent 
of any illegal act. They are issued in trade disputes to make outlaws of men, who 
are not even charged with doing things in violation of any law of state or nation. 
These injunctions issued in labor disputes are an indirect assertion of a property 
right in men, when these men are workmen engaged in a legitimate effort to 
protect or to advance their natural rights and interests. 

The writ of injunction, beneficent in its original purpose, has been per- 
verted from the protection of property and property rights, and extended to the 
invasion of personal rights and human freedom. 

It is an exhibition of crass ignorance for anyone to assert that we seek to 
abolish the writ of injunction. The fundamental principles upon which injunc- 
tions may rightfully be issued are for the protection of property and property 
rights only. 

He who seeks the aid of an injunction must come into court with clean 
hands. There must be no adequate remedy at law. 

The injunction must never be used to curtail or invade personal rights. 

It must never be used in an effort to punish crime. It must never be used 
as a means to set aside trial by jury. 

Yet injunctions as issued against workmen are used for all these purposes 
and are never used or issued against any other citizen of our country for such 
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purposes, and not even against workmen unless they are engaged in a labor dis- 
pute. Such injunctions have no warrant in law, and are the result of judicial 
usurpation and judicial legislation, which usurp the place of Congressional leg- 
islation and are repugnant to constitutional guarantees. 

In all things in which workmen are enjoined by the process of an injunc- 
tion during labor disputes—if those acts are criminal or unlawful—there are 
already ample law and remedy provided. 

Labor asks for no immunity for any of its men who may be guilty of vio- 
lence or crime. It has no desire to become a privileged class, much less a 
privileged class of wrong-doers. 

Labor protests against the discrimination against workmen which denies 
them equal justice with every other citizen of our country. If any man of labor 
be guilty of a violation of any law, we contend that he should be apprehended, 
confronted with his accuser, and tried by a jury of his peers; that he, like all 
other citizens, be presumed to be innocent until proven guilty. 


This course of justice is reversed by the practice of the injunction in labor 
disputes; for, as already stated, our form of government and principles of justice 
maintain that it shall devolve upon the prosecution to prove beyond the perad- 
ventu-e of a doubt the guilt of the accused. In the injunctions issued against 
workmen, they are required to show cause why they should not be fined or 
imprisoned. In other words, the burden of proof is shifted from the prosecution 
or plaintiff, upon the shoulders of the accused or defendant. It is not neces- 
sary to prove his guilt. He must prove his innocence. And yet the acts which 
he is charged with doing may be in violation “ no law, though they may be 
enjoined by a court’s injunction. 


SUPREME COURT DECISION EXTENDS SHERMAN ANTI-TRUST LAW TO 
HATTERS AND ALL LABOR ORGANIZATIONS. 


Soon after the Buck’s Stove & Range Co. injunction was issued, and 
its name discontinued from the ‘‘We Don’t Patronize” list of the AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST the Supreme Court of the United States rendered its decision in 
the case of the Loewe Company, of Danbury, Conn., against the United Hatters of 
North America. 

The court invoked the Sherman Anti-Trust Law and decided that the 
Hatters were liable in three-fold damages. The decree of the court was to the 
effect that the Sherman Anti-Trust Law: 

“Prohibits any combination whatever to secure action which essentially 
obstructs the free flow of commerce between the states, or restricts in that regard 
the right of a trader to engage in business. 

“The combination charged (the Hatters) falls within the class of restraints 
of trade aimed at compelling third parties and strangers involuntarily not to 
engage in the course of trade except on conditions that the combination 
(Hatters’) imposes.” 

The court says the question is whether, upon the facts contained in the 
complaint, the action against the Hatters and similar combinations can be main- 
tained under the Sherman Anti-Trust Act. The court quotes the first, second, 
and seventh sections of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, as follows: 

“Section 1. Every contract, combination in the form of trust or other- 
wise, or conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce among the several states 
or with foreign nations, is hereby declared to be illegal. Every person who 
shall make any such contract or engage in any such combination or conspiracy 
shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and, on conviction thereof, shall be 
punished by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not 
exceeding one year, or by both said punishments in the discretion of the court. 

“Sec. 2. Every person who shall monopolize, or attempt to monopolize, 
or combine or conspire with any other person or persons to monopolize any part 
of trade or commerce among the several states or with foreign nations shall be 
Geemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and. on conviction thereof, shall be punished 
by fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding 
one year, or by both said punishments in the discretion of the court.” 
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“Sec. 7. Any person who shall be injured in his business or property 
by any other person or corporation by reason of anything forbidden or declared 
to be unlawful by this act may sue therefor in any Circuit Court of the United 
States in the district in which the defendant resides or is found, without respect 
to the amount in controversy, and shall recover threefold the damages by him 
sustained and the case of suit, including a reasonable attorney’s fee.” 

Then the court says: 

“In our opinion, the combination described in the declaration is a com- 
bination ‘in restraint of trade, or commerce among the several states,’ in the 
sense in which those words are used in the act, and the action can be maintained 
accordingly.” 

The Supreme Court also declares that the fact that the Hatters had 
trade agreements with seventy out of the eighty-two hat manufacturers of the 
country to maintain industrial peace, was proof of conspiracy and of the extent 
to which that conspiracy had progressed. 

It will be observed that while the decision itself applies directly to the 
Hatters, its force and effect apply equally to all the voluntary labor organizations 
of the country similarly situated as the Hatters. Under the court’s decision all 
the labor organizations are held to be trusts, combinations and conspiracies in 
illegal restraint of trade, and they and each of their members are not only 
liable to three-fold damages claimed by anyone, but also each member may 
be punished by a fine of $5,000 and imprisonment for one year. 


The fact that the voluntary organizations of the wage-workers are 
declared by the court to be trusts and combinations in illegal restraint of trade 
does not necessarily so constitute them in fact. 

The unions of workers are not trusts. None of their achievements in 


-behalf of the toilers or society at large can be confused with the selfish and 


pernicious activities of the illegal trusts. 

The trust, even at its best, is an organization of a few to monopolize 
production and control distribution of material products. 

The voluntary associations of the wage-workers for mutual benefit and 
assistance are essentially different. 

Though the unions of workers endeavor to control the disposition of the 
labor power of their members, this fact must not be lost sight of that the power 
of labor is not a material commodity. 

There can be no trust in anything which is not yet produced. 

The human power to produce is the antithesis of the material commodities 
which become the subject of trust control. 

Labor power is not a product; it is flesh and blood, brain and brawn—it 
is part of the human being—it is the human power to produce. 


In their very nature the associations of men to protect and advance the 
rights and the power of man’s untrammelled ownership of himself and his 
power to labor can not and ought not to be regarded as either trusts, cor- 
porations, or conspiracies in illegal restraint of trade. 

In my report to the Norfolk Convention I called attention to the fact that 
in some quarters the theory is prevalent that the American Federation of Labor, 
its affiliated organizations, internationals, locals of internationals, state federa- 
tions, city centrals, locals affiliated to them, or local branches directly or indirectly 
affiliated by charter, are engaged in one common purpose; that because they 
regard it as inexpedient to become incorporated, they are therefore bound by 
all the responsibilities appertaining to partners. and partnership; that under 
this supposed partnership, the American Federation of Labor is legally respon- 
sible for the acts of any of these bodies, located at any distance, and even though 
the officers of our Federation may know nothing whatever of the doings of the 
distant “partners;” that this partnership liability extends not only to contract 
relations, but to any tortious or wrongful act of the individual members of any 
of the organizations or branches enumerated. 

The Supreme Court in its decision in the Hatters’ case assumes that 
position, and makes the American Federation of Labor, its executive officers, its 
affiliated unions and their members, officially, collectively, and individually, 
legally responsible for any action taken by any loca] union, even though remotely 
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related to the American Federation of Labor, and these penalties, as already 
stated, are triple damages, fines of $5,000, and one year’s imprisonment. 

We have flippantly been assured that our right to organize has not been 
impaired. While that in itself is true, yet the mere right to organize is in itself 
valueless if it does not carry with it the right to exercise the normal, natural 
activities of organized effort to protect and advance the physical, material, 
political, moral, and social uplift of the workers. 

Since the decision of the Supreme Court, seventy-five workmen in New 
Orleans have beon indicted for violation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, their 
action having been to aid sympathetically their fellow-workers to obtain the pre- 
vailing rate of wages denied by a ship-owner. To tell us that it is not the dispo- 
sition of the federal administration to proceed to prosecute these men; to assure 
us that it is the intention of the federal administration not to proceed against the 
membership of our organizations by wihch they may be fined and imprisoned, rests 
upon one of two suppositions; first, that the present administration is not 
satisfied that the court’s decision is justified; or, second, that purely as a 
matter of sympathy or favor the government is not disposed to prosecute the 
men of labor under this interpretation of the law. But, in either event, the 
existence of the labor organizations now depends upon the point of view of an 
administration, or upon its sufferance. That this point of view of the law, as 
interpreted by the court, or this sufferance or toleration of the organizations, 
may be changed at the whim or fancy of a change in this or any other admin- 
istration of the affairs of our country, no one will deny. 

I have already pointed out that the lifelong environment of men may 
pervert their judgment, and that the environment of the respected gentlemen 
who even compose the justices of the Supreme Bench has been such that they 
have not been brought into practical and personal contact. with industrial prob- 
lems; that, on the contrary, their associations have largely been with business 
and financial men; that naturally a man absorbs most of his point of view 
from his environment; that it is, therefore, quite understandable that the Justices 
of the Supreme Court should have little knowledge of modern industrial condi- 
tions, and less sympathy with the efforts of the wage-workers to adapt them- 
selves to the marvelous revolution which has taken place in industry in the past 
quarter of a century. 


The attitude and the language of the court in the Hatters’ case make it 

clear that the Supreme Court is not informed on modern economics. No one 
disputes the real rights of property, but surely the rights of property are not 
greater than the rights of man. 
; No more sweeping, far-reaching, important, and unjust decision has ever 
been issued by a court. The Dred-Scott decision did not approach it in scope, 
for that decision only decreed that any runaway slave could be pursued if he 
made his escape into a free state, and his return to his owner in a slave state 
be enforced by all the powers of government. Any person who assisted in the 
escape of a slave, or who harbored him, could be prosecuted before the courts 
for a criminal offense. That decision involved comparatively few, those slaves 
who could make good their escape from a slave holding state. The Civil War 
annulled the decision of the Supreme Court and freed the black slaves. It cost 
the lives of hundreds of thousands of brave men on both sides. It emancipated 
from chattel slavery four millions of black slaves. No man now proudly points 
to that famous Dred-Scott Supreme Court decision. 


The decision of the Supreme Court in the Hatters’ case involves every 
wage-worker of our country, men and women, white or black, who associate 
themselves permanently or temporarily to protect or advance their human 
rights. ° 

Even at the expense of time and patience, I am impelled to quote from a 
previous report made to our Federation: 

“The ownership of a free man is vested in himself alone. The only reason 
for the ownership of bondmen or slaves is the ownership of their labor power 
by their masters. Therefore, it follows that if free men’s ownership of them- 
selves involves their labor power, none but themselves are owners of their labor 
power. Hence, it is essential that the product of a free man is his own. If he 
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by choice or by reason of his environment sells his labor power to another and 
is paid a wage in return therefor, this wage is his own. This proposition is so 
essentially true that it is the underlying idea upon which is based the entire 
structure of private property. To question or to attempt to destroy the principle 
enunciated, involves the entire structure of civilized society. 

“The free man’s ownership of himself and his labor power implies that 
he may sell it to another or withhold it; that he may with others similarly 
situated sell their labor power or withhold it; that no man has even an implied 
property right in the labor of another; that free men may sell their labor power 
under stress of their needs, or they may withhold it to obtain more advantageous 
returns. Any legislation or court construction dealing with the subject of organi- 
zations, corporations or trusts which curtail or corner the products of labor, can 
have no true application to the association of free men in the disposition or 
withholding of their labor power. 

“The attempt to deny to free men, by injunction or other process, the 
right of association, the right to withhold their labor power or to induce others 
to withhold their labor power, whether these men be engaged in an industrial 
dispute with employers, or whether they be other workmen who have taken the 
places of those engaged in the original dispute, is an invasion of man’s ownership 
of himself and of his labor power, and is a claim of some form of property 
right in the workmen who have taken the places of strikers, or men locked out. 


“If the ownership of free men is vested in them and in them alone, they 
have not only the right to withhold their labor power, but to induce others to 
make common cause with them, and to withhold theirs that the greatest advan- 
tage may accrue to all. It further follows that if free men may avail themselves 
of the lawful right of withholding their lahor power, they have the right to do 
all lawful things in pursuit of that lawful purpose. And neither court injunctions 
nor other processes have any proper application to deny to free men these 
lawful, constitutional, natural and int.erent rights. 

“In the disposition of the wages returned from the sale of labor power, 
man is also his own free agent. All things he may lawfully buy, he may also 
lawfully abstain from buying. He may purchase from whomsoever he will, 
or he may give his patronage to another. What he may do with his wages in 
the form of bestowing or withholding his patronage, he may lawfully agree 
with others to do. 

“No corporation or company has a vested interest in the patronage of a 
free man. If this be true, and its truth can not be controverted upon any basis 
in law, free men may bestow their patronage upon any one or withhold it, or 
bestow it upon another. And this, too, whether in the first instance the business 
concern is hostile or friendly. It is true for any good reason, and in the last 
analysis, for no reason at all. 

“Tt is not a question as to whether we like or dislike lockouts or strikes, 
boycotts or blacklists. The courts have declared that lockouts and the blacklists 
and all that pertain thereto are not unlawful. It is difficult to understand, then, 
unless there is some conception in the courts of an emplover’s property right 
in some form in the laborer or the laborer’s patronage, how they stretch their 
authority, pervert the purpose of the law and undertake by the injunctive process 
to outlaw either the strike or the boycott. 

“To claim that what one man may lawfully do when done by two or more 
men becomes unlawful or criminal, is equal to asserting that nought and nought 
makes two.” 

Tn connection with the subject of injunction, boycott and courts’ decisions 
thereunder, I beg to call to your attention an answer which I felt impelled to 
write in reply to the unwarranted attack made by the President of the United 
States, ostensibly upon me, but actually upon every member of the organized 
labor movement of our country. That answer is published in the regular 
November issue of the AMERICAN FrprrRatTionist. Therein I quote a number 
of eminent legal authorities sustaining our position, and I now desire to read 
the brief but effective decision recently delivered by the highest court of the 
State of Montana. The court says: 
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“We hold, then, that a labor organization may employ the boycott, as 
herein defined, in furtherance of the objects of its existence. If, however, the 
means by which it enforces the boycott are illegal, then it may render its 
members amenable to the processes of the law, but if they are not the courts 
are powerless to render assistance to the person or firm boycotted, even though 
financial loss results as the direct consequence of the boycott. It may be true, 
that, speaking generally, no one has the right intentionally to do an act for the 
purpose of injuring ancther’s business; but injury, however, in its legal signi- 
ficance means damage resulting from the violation of a legal right, and it is the 
violation of the legal right which renders an act wrongful in the eye of the law 
and makes it actionable. If, then, these defendants and their associates did 
not violate any legal right of the plaintiff in withdrawing their patronage from 
the company, or in agreeing to withdraw their patronage from the company, 
or in agreeing to withdraw their patronage from anyone who might patronize 
Lindsay & Co., they can not be enjoined from continuing the boycott in force, so 
long as the means employed to make the boycott effective are not illegal. 

“The evidence shows that the only means used in this instance was the 
publication of the circular in question. 

“It is held by the court that if any of the individuals in the union could 
publish the circular, all may join in its publication. 

“Certainly it can not be said that Lindsay & Co. had a property right in 
the trade of any particular person. 

“In this country patronage depends upon good will, and we do not think 
that it will be contended by anyone that it was wrongful or unlawful, or violated 
any right of the plaintiff company for any particular individual in Billings to 
withdraw his patronage from Lindsay & Co., or from any other concern which 
might be doing business with that company, and that, too, without regard to his 
reason for doing so. 

“But there can be found running through our legal literature many 
remarkable statements that an act perfectly lawful when done by one person 
becomes by some sort of legerdemain criminal when done by two or more persons 
acting in concert, and this upon the theory that the concerted action amounts 
to a conspiracy. 

“But with this doctrine we do not agree. 

“If an individual is clothed with a right when acting alone, he does not 
lose such right merely by acting with others, each of whom is clothed with the 
same right. 

“If the act done is lawful, the combination of action is not an element 
which gives character to the act. 

“It is the illegality of the purpose to be accomplished or the illegal means 
used in the furtherance of the purpose which makes the act illegal.” 

Since the decision of the United States Supreme Court in the Hatters’ case, 
the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, taking its cue therefrom, and from other 
federal court injunctions and decisions, has decided that it is illegal for workmen 
to engage in a strike in support of their fellow-workmen, and that they are 
thereby liable to fine and imprisonment. 

The highest court in Massachusetts has quite recently sustained an injunc- 
tion against a labor organization (bricklayers’ union), enjoining the union from 
fining two of its members who violated the rules of the union to become strike 
breakers. 


BILL AMENDING SHERMAN ANTI-TRUST LAW. 


When the Supreme Court decision was rendered, declaring that the labor 
organizations come under the Sherman anti-trust law, with all the suits, fines, and 
imprisonment involved, the Executive Council and I prepared a bill and placed 
it in the hands of the Hon. William B. Wilson, member of the United Mine 
Workers of America and representing in Congress the Fifteenth District of 
Pennsylvania, of which the following is a copy: 

“H. R. 20584.—To amend the act approved July 2, 1890, entitled ‘An Act to 
protect trade and commerce against any unlawful restraints and monopolies.’ 
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“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America in Congress assembled, That the act approved July 2, 1890, 
entftled ‘An act to protect trade and commerce against any unlawful restraints 
and monopolies,’ be, and the same is hereby, amended by adding at the end of 
said act the following section: 

“That nothing in said act is intended nor shall any provision thereof here- 
after be enforced so as to apply to organizations or associations not for profit and 
without capital stock, nor to the members of such organizations or associations. 

“That nothing in said act is intended nor shall any provision thereof 
hereafter be enforced so as to apply to any arrangements, agreements, or com- 
binations among persons engaged in agriculture or horticulture made with a view 
of enhancing the price of their own agricultural or horticultural product.” 

That bill was smothered in the sub-committee of the House Judiciary 
Committee. The Wilson bill would not confer any added privilege upon the 
organizations of the wage-earners. It would only restore to them the rights of 
which they were shorn by the United States Supreme Court. 


BILL TO REGULATE INJUNCTIONS, 


The Pearre bill (H. R. 94) for the regulation of the issuance of injunc- 
tions, repeatedly, emphatically, and unanimously indorsed by several conventions: 
of the American Federation of Labor, is as follows: 

“H. R. 94.—Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives’ 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That no restraining order 
or injunction shall be granted by any court of the United States, or a judge or 
the judges thereof, in any case between an employer and an employe, or between 
employers and employes, or between employes, or between persons employed to 
labor and persons seeking employment as laborers, or between persons seeking 
employment as laborers, or involving or growing out of a dispute concerning terms 
or conditions of employment, unless necessary to prevent irreparable injury to 
property or to a property-right of the party making the application, for which 
injury there is no adequate remedy at law, and such property or property right 
must be particularly described in the application, which must be in writing and 
sworn to by the applicant or by his, her, or its agent or attorney. And for the 
purposes of this act no right to continue the relation of employer and employe or 
to assume or create such relation with any particular person or persons, or at all, 
or to carry on business of any particular kind, or at any particular place, or at all, 
shall be construed, held, considered, or treated as property or as constituting a 
property right. 


“Sec. 2. That in cases arising in the courts of the United States or coming 
before said courts, or before any judge or the judges thereof, no agreement 
between two or more persons concerning the terms or conditions of employment 
of labor, or the assumption or creation or termination of any relation between 
employer and employe, or concerning any act or thing to be done or not to be 
done with reference to or involving or growing out of a labor dispute, shall con- 
stitute a conspiracy or other criminal offense or be punished or prosecuted as 
such unless the act or thing agreed to be done or not to be done would be unlaw- 
ful if done by a single individual, nor shall the entering into or the carrying 
out of any such agreement be restrained or enjoined unless such act or thing 
agreed to be done would be subject to be restrained or enjoined under the 
provisions, limitations, and definition contained in the first section of this act. 


“Sec. 3. That all Acts and parts of Acts in conflict with the provisions 
of this Act are hereby repealed.” 

This bill was also smothered by the House Judiciary Committee. 

Having quoted the features of the Wilson and the Pearre bills, let us 
consider the provisions of the British Trades Dispute Act passed by the Parliament 
of monarchical England in December, 1906, less than two years ago. They are 
as follows: 


“An act done in pursuance of an agreement or combination by two or more 
persons shall, if done in contemplation or furtherance of a trade dispute, not 
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be actionable unless the act, if done without any such agreement or combination, 
would be actionable. 

“It shall be lawful for one or more persons, acting on their own behalf 
or on behalf of a trade union or of an individual employer or firm in contem- 
plation or furtherance of a trade dispute, to attend at or near a house or place 
where a person resides or works or carries on business or happens to be, if they 
so attend merely for the purpose of peacefully obtaining or communicating 
information, or of peacefully persuading any person to work or abstain from 
working. 

“An act done by a person in contemplation or furtherance of a trade 
dispute shall not be actionable on the ground only that it induces some other 
person to break a contract of employment or that it is an interference with the 
trade, business, or employment of some other person, or with the right of some 
other person to dispose of his capital or his labor as he wills. 

“An action against a trade union, whether of workmen or masters, or 
against any members or Officials thereof on behalf of themselves and all other 
members of the trade union in respect of any tortious act alleged to have been 
committed by or on behalf of the trade union, shall not be entertained by any 
court. 

“Nothing in this section shall affect the liability of the trustees of a trade 
union to be sued in the events provided for by the Trades Union Act, 1871, Section 
Nine, except in respect of any tortious act committed by or on behalf of the 
union in contemplation or in furtherance of a trade dispute.” 


It will be observed that what the working people of our republic ask 
at the hands of our Congress is fully within the bounds of the law enacted in 
the monarchy of Great Britain. Recently some one said that such a law could 
be enacted by the British Parliament, because special legislation is permissible 
and even natural, since each dominant class has legislated in and for its own 
interests, while in our country we have a written constitution forbidding special 
legislation. The fact of the matter is, that if the Supreme Court of the United 
States is correct in its interpretation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, applying 
its terms to the voluntary organizaticns of labor, then we could say that we 
have special legislation affecting the voluntary organizations of the working 
people in the exercise of their natural rights, when it would not apply to any 
other voluntary organization, and when the law was specially enacted to protect 
the people from the combinations, trusts, and monopolies. Surely, the British 
Parliament, under a monarchy, would not accord special privileges and special 
rights; to give to the workers of that country a power and a privilege to 
exercise such activities as are either unjust or harmful to the people or the insti- 
tutions of that country. 

Undaunted by opposition, no natter how keen or malignant, I reeommend 
that we renew our efforts with greater energy and insistence upon the passage 
of the principles contained in the Wilson and Pearre bills. 

The aim of our unions is to improve the standard of life; to foster educa- 
tion an‘ instill character, manhood and an independent spirit among our people; 
to bring about a recognition of the interdependence of man upon his fellow-man. 
We aim to establish a normal workday, to take the children from the factory 
and workshop; to give them the opportunity of the school, the home and the 
playground. In a word, our unions strive to lighten toil, educate the workers, 
make their homes more cheerful, and in every way contribute an earnest effort 
to make life the better worth living. To achieve these praiseworthy ends, we 
believe that all honorable and lawful means are both justifiable and commendable, 
and will receive the sympathetic support of every liberty-loving, right-thinking 
American. ; 

Can Labor’s opponents imagine themselves in a ‘‘fool’s paradise,” where 
they can succeed in crushing out the organizations of labor from our public 
life and body politic, the unions which have done so much to bring light and 
hope into the workshop and the home, to protect the rights and interests and 
well-being of the American workers? 

Our labor organizations are a necessary and inevitable outgrowth of mod- 
ern industrial conditions. To deny the unions of labor the exercise of their 
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normal activities for the protection and advancement of the workers and the 
advancement of society in general, is to do a great injury to all our people. 
Does eny one imagine that America’s werkers will submit to the injustice, the 
greed and rapacity of unchecked corporate wealth without some form of resist- 
ance? 

Suppose the trade and labor unions of America could be crushed and 
driven out of existence by legislation and court decrees; what then? Is it not 
true that each worker would become anirresponsible man without association 
with his fellows, without opportunity for consultation, and without the restrain- 
ing as well as the constructive influence whic) open and voluntary organization 
gives? Then wouid the workers seek their own redress in their own individual 
way. Is such a condition desirable, or tolerable to the normal, rational, intelli- 
gent, peaceful organizations of labor of our day? I opine not. Such a condition 
must not and will not transpire. 7 

The American labor movement is founded upon the inherent principles 
of justice and right. Its men are loyal, as loyal to the institutions of our republic 
as can be found in any walk of life. The unions of labor and our Federation 
have done so much for the material, moral, and social uplift of the toilers 
that they will be indelibly impressed upon the hearts and minds not only of the 
workers themselves, but of every earnest, intelligent, liberty-loving, fair-minded 
citizen of our country. 

The unions of labor will live. They can not be, they must not be, they 
will not be driven out of existence. They will demand relief at the hands of 
Congress, not in some dim, distant future time, but now. 


LEGISLATION. 


Congress passed a law to compensate employes in the government service 
who may meet with accident while in that service. We have urged the applica- 
tion of the principle in a general employers’ liability law, but without avail. 


Congress passed a law forbidding the labor of children under fourteen 
years of age in the District of Columbia. It required great effort to secure the 
passage of this law. The committee of Congress having the bill in charge 
reported one with the age limit of children for twelve years. When this bill 
was reported by the Chairman, I addressed a letter to the Hon. J. Van Vechten 
Olcott, from which I quote the following: 

“T see that the Committee on the District of Columbia has reported a 
bill to the House upon the subject matter dealing with the question of child 
labor in the District of Columbia. I note also that the bill provides the twelve- 
year age limit; that is, the labor of children in manufactories, etc., under the 
age of twelve years is prohibited. 

“In connection with the subject matter, may I submit to you the fact 
that the enactment of a bill containing the age limit of twelve years can do 
naught but work mischief and great injury to the movement which seeks to 
eliminate the worst elements of child labor in the industrial affairs of our country. 
No one in our time undertakes to defend the exploitation of the young and the 
innocent children for profit in industry. The heart and the conscience and the 
good sense of our people have been aroused against the great wrong and injury 
resulting from the labor of young and innocent children. So far as this reform 
movement has gone, in thirty-five of our states the law upon the statute books 
provides the fourteen-year age limit and in only nine is there a law providing 
for the twelve-year age limit. 


“Tf the Congress of the United States were to enact a law by which the 
age limit of the labor of children would be set at twelve years, it would be the 
severest blow which this humane movement could receive. Here in the capital 
of the United States, with Congress legislating upon this subject, it would seem 
that even a fair conception of right and duty would permit the enactment of-a 
law that shall set the age permitting children to work in the industries of 
Washington at not less than fourteen years. 

“The fact that there is no law upon the statute books regulating or limit- 
ing the labor of children in the District of Columbia is a severe reflection fn 
itself. To now enact a law that would set the permissive age at twelve years 
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for children to labor would not only be a serious mistake and contribute to 
retard the progressive movement toward eliminating child labor, but, as already 
stated, would be regarded as reactionary in the extreme. It were far better 
that Congress would not enact a law upon the subject at all than to pass the 
bill reported by your Committee to the House. 

“I am sure that I but reflect the sentiment, and the deep-seated sentiment, 
of the demands of all the people of our country, when I urge that your Com- 
mittee and Congress will change the proposed bill so as to raise the age limit 
to fourteen years.”’ 

The protest had its effect and the age limit was raised to fourteen years. 
Congress failed to make any provision for inspectors or other officers to enforce 
the law. The government of the District of Columbia is, however, making an 
effort to enforce it. 

I recommend that we urge upon Congress the appropriation of sufficient 
funds for the passage of a supplementary law providing for permanent annual 
appropriations and for the designation of inspectors and officers for the rigid 
enforcement of the District of Columbia Child Labor Law. 

The law passed by Congress prescribing the limit of hours for telegraphers 
and other railway employes, has been declared unconstitutional by one of the 
federal courts, as has also been declared unconstitutional the law providing 
for the liability of common carriers engaged in interstate commerce for accidents 
to their employes. 


SOME SUPREME COURT DECISIONS. 


It may be well to recite acts recently declared unconstitutional by our 
federal courts: 

The law of the State of New York limiting the hours of workmen in 
bake shops to ten per day; 

The law prohibiting common carriers engaged in interstate commerce 
from discharging employes because of membership in a labor organization, or 
discharging them for any reason; 

The law limiting the hours of telegraphers and other railway employes 
of common carriers engaged in interstate commerce; 

The Eight-Hour Law so far as it applies to dredge-men in government 
employ. 

The Supreme Court has decided in the Arago case, Robertson vs. Barry 
Baldwin, that seamen may be forcibly brought to their vessels and forced to work 
against their will, notwithstanding the vessels may be in safe harbor, thereby 
imposing involuntary servitude upon them. 


LITIGATION HARASSING LABOR. 


Since the United States Supreme Court decision the executive officers of the 
American Federation of Labor and others have been made defendants in a suit 
brought by the W. R. Thompson Marble Co., a corporation of Denver, Colo. In 
this case the Executive Council and myself had neither individual nor official 
information that any controversy existed between the complaining firm and the 
union of the trade, and yet it is obligatory for us to retain counsel for defense. 

It is quite evident that it is the purpose of Labor’s opponents to entangle 
us in constant litigation before the courts, involving not only our time and atten- 
tion, but enormous expense for legal counsel, printing, and court fees. The 
expenditures of time and money have been enormously increased in recent times, 
since the further abuse of the injunction writ and the Hatters’ decision of the 
Supreme Court, all of which have been taken advantage of by all union haters, 
conspicuous among whom is_ the National Association of Manufacturers, of 
which Mr. Van Cleave is President. 

It is a matter of great concern how we shall be enabled to meet these legal 
expenses. The moneys received by the assessment and authorized by the last 
convention, and contributed voluntarily by the men of labor upon the appeal 
issued to them, have been almost entirely exhausted. The appeal case in the 
injunction suit of the Buck’s Stove and Range Co. against the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has not yet been argued. 
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The contempt proceedings against Messrs. Mitchell, Morrison, and myself 
have just closed. The Executive Council or I may again be cited for contempt 
ef court, because I have undertaken to report the status of the case to this con- 
vention; and no one can foretell to what limits the contempt proceedings, injunc- 
tion cases and other suits may extend. For one, I am free to say that I shall not 
recommend the levying of additional assessments or making appeals for voluntary 
contributions in legal defense of these cases. If it is the intention of those who 
are hostile to the interests of the toilers of our country to take advantage of the 
trend of court decisions for the usurpation of the toilers’ rights by the injunctions, 
let them proceed as they will without our assuming to do the impossible; that 
is, to be represented by competent legal counsel. If the situation is to become so 
acute, let us personally, as best we can, defend our rights before the courts, 
taking whatever consequences may ensue. For one, I can see no remedy for 
these outrageous proceedings, unless there shal] be a quickening of the conscience 
of our judges or the relief which the Congress of our country can and should 
afford. 


LEGISLATION, AND POLITICAL ACTION. 


For years the toilers have asked legislation of Congress and the state 
legislatures, which these law-making bodies can grant, and which can be obtained 
in no other way. The workers have not sought to secure by legislation, or at the 
hands of government, what they could accomplish by their own initiative and 
activities. 

We have presented legislative measures justified by the development of 


-industrial needs and the conditions of our people, founded upon the essentials of 


justice and equality before the law, which have for their object the restoration 
and perpetuation of individual liberty and human freedom. 

We have asked Congress for the following legislation: 

Amendment of the eight-hour law, so as to extend its provisions to all 
government employes and to the employes of contractors and sub-contractors 
doing work for or on behalf of the government. 

A law to regulate the labor of convicts, that the states may protect their 
free citizens from the unfair competition of the products of convict labor. 

General employers’ liability law. 

A law to protect American workmen from the wholesale and unrestricted 
immigration of foreign workmen who are brought to our country to lower the 
American standard of life. 

A law that shall safeguard not only American workers but American civil- 
ization from all Asiatic immigration. 

A law creating a Department of Labor independent of any other depart- 
ment of the government, with a secretary at its head who shall have a seat in 
the President’s Cabinet, on an equality with the secretaries of all other depart- 
ments, and who, in the President’s councils, may have the opportunity to advise 
a rightful course and to say the right word at the right time for the men and 
women of labor of our country, the men and women who are performing so great 
a@ service to society. 

A law that shall accord to the seamen employed on privately owned vessels 
the rights conceded to all other workmen, when their vessels are in safe harbor. 

Laws promotive of the protection and advancement of the material interests 
of the workers, in such instances only where the ohject sought could not be 
secured through the initiative and the activities of the workers themselves. 

Each and all of these laws have been denied at the hands of Congress. 

But in the recent past, questions of more transcendent importance have 
arisen. The decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in the Danbury 
Hatters’ case has, as already reported to you, placed our voluntary organizations 
of labor in the category of monopolies, trusts, and combinations in illegal 
restraint of trade. As that law now stands, it outlaws and makes civilly liable 
in three-fold damages and in prosecution by the federal government by fine and 
imprisonment the members of labor organizations who collectively exercise their 
normal, natural functions and activities of organized existence in furtherance of 
their natural and personal rights. 
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Abuse and perversion of the injunction writ have grown to alarming pro- 
portions. Recent injunctions forbid the exercise of free speech, free press, free- 
dom of assembly, and the right of petition. Indeed, the abuse of the injunction 
writ has revolutionized our Anglo-Saxon judicial system and sense of justice. 

Under the present abuse of the injunction there is no longer a necessity 
for anyone to be charged with crime and proven guilty in order to be punished. 
The presumption of innocence of the accused is no longer a truism. By the 
injunction process as now issued against men of labor engaged in a dispute with 
employers, the accused must prove his innocence and must “show cause’ why he 
should not be fined and imprisoned. That cherished institution, trial by jury, the 
safeguard of the people against tyranny, has been dispensed with by the perver- 
sion of the injunction writ, and instead of this safeguard of human liberty, a 
single judge, sitting in a court of equity, may disregard all accepted rules of pro- 
cedure and of evidence and substitute his own opinion of what may appear to 
him to be just and right. 


To meet and overcome this great fundamental wrong, repugnant to our 
Constitution and to the history and the traditions of our republic and our civil- 
ization, the Pearre Bill (H. R. 94) was presented to Congress for enactment. At 
every meeting of workmen in the entire country at any time when the subject 
of the abuse of the injunction writ was discussed they have heen united in protest 
and denunciation against the abuse of injunction and have demanded legal enact- 
ment that would restore them to equality before the law with all other citizens 
of our common country. 

Every city central body, every convention of international unions, and of 
the American Federation of Labor, in equally emphatic terms has attacked the 
injunction wrong and demanded legal redress. 

Never has there been one voice raised or one vote cast by any man in the 
labor organizations of our country in dissent from or in opposition to this position 
and this demand. The most careful search through the archives and records of 
the labor movement discloses a unanimity of opinion among liberty-loving citi- 
zens upon this grave question, and particularly among the workers, unparalleled 
by the feeling on any other question which ever has engaged their attention. 

The opposition is well defined, and comes from that source which would 
arrogate to itself the power which wealth possesses in order that tyranny may 
be wielded over the men of labor and over masses of our people. 

It was because the injunction took new form in the writ issued by the 
Supreme Court of the District of Columbia last December, denying to the officers 
and to the rank and file of the American labor movement'the right of free speech 
and free press, and because of the decision of the Supreme Court declaring the 
voluntary organizations of labor, trusts, corporations, monopolies, conspiracies 
and combinations in illegal restraint of trade, with all the penalties involved, that 
the Executive Council directed me to call the responsible officers of the inter- 
national unions of America in a great conference which was held at Washington, 
D. C., March 18. 

That conference was held simultaneously with a meeting of the Executive 
Council, and aimed to accomplish the fellowing purpose: First, to impress upon 
Congress the necessity of enacting a law restoring to the workers the rights of 
which they were shorn by the Supreme Court’s decision in the Hatters’ case; 
and, second, a law to correct the injunction abuse; or, upon the failure of Con- 
gress to grant the essential relief demanded, to appeal to the two great political 
parties and urge them to pledge themselves to the enactment of these necessary 
laws. 

The Washington conference in March was practically in the nature of a 
special convention of the American Federation of Labor, with the addition that 
the representatives of some of the Railway Brotherhoods and of the farmers’ 
organizations participated. The conference formulated and presented a Protest to 
Congress, and prepared an Address to the Workers of our Country, calling upon 
them to hold meetings upon the 18th and 19th of April, there to pass resolutions 
declaratory of their insistence that Congress should enact these laws or declaring 
for such alternative action to which I shall make reference later in this report. 
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Congress adjourned, the majority party in Congress boastfully declaring 
its indifference to Labor’s appeal and demand for justice. 

The Executive Council thereupon decided to hold meetings at Chicago and 
at Denver, respectively, at the same time when the Republican and Democratic 
party conventions would be held, not only for the transaction of the ordinary 
business which would come before the Executive Council, but also to appeal to 
these conventions to incorporate in their platforms the demands which Labor 
makes upon Congress and the government for equal rights of all our people, 
whether they be workers or citizens in any walk of life. 

The Executive Council presented identical demands to both political 
parties. 

In order that the subsequent,action may be more clearly set forth, not only 
to you, but to those who may follow us in our movement, and for the future 
historian of our cause, it is necessary here to present some matters in their 
chronological order. 

One of the earliest declarations of our Federation upon the subject of the 
use of Labor’s political power was that adopted in 1886 at Columbus, Ohio, 
expressing encouragement of the political activity of the workers in several parts 
of the country. Quoting the resolution, it declared: 

“Resolved, That the convention urges the most generous support to the 
independent political movement of the workingmen.” 

In 1895, the New York convention declared: 

“That the American Federation of Labor most firmly and unequivocally 
favors the independent use of the ballot by che trade unionists and workingmen, 
united regardless of party, that we may elect men from our own ranks to make 
_ new laws and administer them along the lines laid down in the legislative demand 

of the American Federation of Labor, and at the same time secure an impartial 
judiciary that will not govern us by arbitrary injunctions of the courts, nor act 
as the pliant tools of corporate wealth. 

“That as our efforts are centered against all forms of industrial slavery 
and economic wrong, we must also direct our utmost energies to remove all forms 
of political servitude and party slavery to the end that the working people may 
act as a unit at the polls at every election.” 

In 1896 the Cincinnati convention reaffirmed that declaration. 

At the 1899 Detroit convention the following was adopted: 

“Resolved, That this Federation recommend that the various central and 
local bodies of labor in the United States take steps to use their ballots, their 
political power, on independent lines, as enunciated in the declaration of princi- 
ples of the American Federation of Labor.” 

At the 1902, New Orleans, convention the following resolution was 
adopted: 

“Resolved, That the Legislative Committee of the American Federation of 
Labor is instructed to prepare bills concerning such legislation by Congress as is 
desired, and especially concerning the subjects of Oriental immigration, govern- 
ment by injunction, eight-hour workday, and the involuntary servitude of chil- 
dren; that copies of these bills, when prepared, shall be sent to the executive 
officers of each of the state federations of labor, where such federations exist, and 
in other cases to such persons or organizations as may be selected, with instruc- 
tions in each case providing that the bills for the desired legislation shall be sub- 
mitted to the county conventions of all political parties, with the request for 
an endorsement of same by such conventions, and instructions from them to their 
delegates and nominees. to act in accordance with such endorsement; that such 
further steps will be taken as will secure the nomination by state cenventions, and 
the election by state legislatures, of only such men for the House of Representa- 
tives and the United States Senate as are fully and satisfactorily pledged to the 
support of the bills prepared by the Legislative Committee of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; that it shall be the duty of the officers upon whom the responsi- 
bility of promoting the proposed legislation shall devolve, to give the results of their 
work, as shown by the actions of conventions and the pledges of candidates, the 
greatest publicity, to the end that all trade unionists may know who their friends 
are.” 
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The New Orleans convention also declared: 

“That no efforts be spared to induce the legislative power to curtail the 
abuse of injunction indulged in by the judicial branch of our government, by 
the enactment of an Anti-Injunction Bill.” 

The Boston convention, 1903, reaffirmed that statement. 

The Minneapolis convention, 1906, adopted the following: 

“We regard with pleasure the recent political action of the organized work- 
ingmen of the country, by which they have demonstrated they are determined to 
exhibit their political power. We are in full accord therewith and recommend 
to organized labor throughout the country that they persist in their efforts to 
organize as an independent political force, to the end that labor may achieve its 
just rights through exercise of the ballot.” 

And further on by the same convention: 

“Let the principle be proclaimed in every community, that associated labor 
will hold hostile individuals and parties responsible for the defeat of labor 


The Minneapolis convention also declared that candidates be investigated 
as to their past acts, and interrogated as to their position on the abuse of the 
injunction writ, ‘‘and that those who from their actions or expressions are deemed 
unsound be, regardless of any other question, repudiated.”’ 

The Norfolk convention, 1907, reiterated and emphasized the declarations 
made at Minneapolis. ; 

By common consent of all labor and by direction of our organized labor 
movement, the officers of our Federation, “are directed to watch legislative meas- 
ures directly affecting the interests of working people, and to initiate, whenever 
necessary, such legislative action as the convention may direct.’ (Art. 9, Sec. 1, 
Constitution A. F. of L.) 

Through the members of the Executive Council and the legislative com- 
mittees of the Federation, no effort has been left untried to press home upon 
Congress the necessity for the enactment of laws in the furtherance of the interests 
and for the protection of the rights and liberties of our fellow workers and fellow 
citizens. 


With the imposition of the specific instructions of our conventions and the 
constitutional commands, when it became apparent, aye, when it was flaunted in 
our faces, that the committees of Congress were constituted and made up from 
those who were specifically and avowedly antagonistic to Labor’s reasonable 
measures; when the very committee, the Committee on Labor, created upon the 
demand of the workers so that it might give its earnest and sympathetic sup- 
port to the necessary labor measures when that committee, like all other com- 
mittees, was constituted and made up of Representatives in Congress specifically 
antagonistic to Labor’s interests, what was the duty of your officers in the 
premises? 

Under the circumstances I found it a pleasurable duty to say that unless 
the rights to whieh Labor is entitled were accorded by legislation, we should 
appeal from the Representatives in Congress to their constituents. 

The Executive Council called a conference at Washington in 1906, where 
the historic ‘‘Bill of Grievances” was adopted, which was presented to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, to the presiding officer of the Senate, and to the 
Speaker of the House. Congress continued indifferent, aye, became still more 
hostile, for it annulled part of the Eight-Hour Law so far as it applied to the 
construction of the Panama Canal, but our demonstration had the effect of the 
President issuing an order for the enforcement of the existing Eight-Hour Law, 
which upon various occasions for more than two years previous I had vainly 
urged him to act. 

That Bill of Grievances, signed by the members of the Executive Council, 
and by the officers and representatives of international unions, declared to the 
President of the United States, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of 
the House, that: 

“Labor brings these grievances to your attention because you are the 
representatives responsible for legislation and for the failure of legislation. The 
toilers come to you as your fellow citizens who, by reason of their position in life, 
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have not only with all other citizens an equal interest in our country, but the 
further interest of being the burden-bearers, the wage-earners of America. As 
Labor’s representatives we ask you to redress these grievances, for it is in your 
power to do so. Labor now appeals to you, and we trust that it may not be in 
vain. But if perchance you may not heed us, we shall appeal to the conscience 
and the support of our fellow citizens.” 

Finding the majority in Congress indifferent and inimical to our grievances, 
the campaign was undertaken to secure the election of men true to Labor, and the 
defeat of our most conspicuous opponents. Several of those hostile to Labor’s 
interests were defeated, the majority in Congress in 1906 was reduced fully one- 
half and the majority of those of our opponents elected, heavily cut down. 

The campaign inaugurated by Labor in 1906, being the first conspicuous 
effort to punish Labor’s enemies at the polls, increased their anger and aggravated 
their antagonism. The Speaker, who had “packed” committees not only against 
labor but against any other real reform legislation, was brazenly re-elected, and 
to accentuate his bitter and relentless determination to block effective legisla- 
tion, he so appointed his committees as to make absolutely sure of the impossi- 
bility of having bills objectionable to him and the ‘interests’? he represents from 
even being reported for the consideration of Congress. 

In following that vindictive policy, he punished the Representative in 
Congress, Mr. Pearre, who had the courage to re-introduce our bill to regulate the 
issuance of the injunction writ and to prevent its abuse. Speaker Cannon refused 
to reappoint Mr. Pearre as a member of the Judiciary Committee, a committee 
upon which he had served ably and conspicuously in two preceding Congresses. 


Injunctions continued to be issued in constantly more aggravated form, 
until the injunction was issued by Justice Gould, December 18, 1907, against 
the more than two million members of the organizations of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, as well as against the Executive Council. Free speech and free 
press were denied and then followed the Supreme Court decision in the Danbury 
Hatters’ case, classing our unions as trusts, corporations, monopolies, conspiracies 
and combinations in illegal restraint of trade, with all the liabilities of three-fold 
damages, fines of $5,000, and imprisonment for a year. 

When the events recorded, and others too numerous to mention, transpired, 
they developed and culminated into an acute state of feeling among the workers 
of the country. The right of exercising the peaceful, normal, and natural activi- 
ties of the workers was outlawed, the very existence of our united erforts 
imperilled, constitutional rights of free speech and free press were invaded and 
denied, and the hostile frame of mind of Congress clearly emphasized. 


At this time came demands from our fellow workers all over the country 
in the form of resolutions and otherwise, all of them urging that a definite course 
be pursued by our Federation relative to the new conditions which had arisen. 

The adverse decisions and injunctions of courts and the hostility of Con- 
gress created an unsettled and anxious state of mind among our fellow workers 
throughout the country. A number of central bodies adopted resolutions demand- 
ing that the Executive Council call a mass convention to take political action in 
some form or other, and declaring that in the event that this was not done by 
a specific date, they would themselves inaugurate such a movement. The greater 
number, however, expressed their devotion to our movement by declaring them- 
selves willing to follow whatever course upon which the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of I.abor might decide. 


It was in consideration of this situation that a meeting of the Executive 
Council was called at Washington, beginning March 16. Upon the authority of 
my colleagues an invitation was extended to the responsible officers of the inter- 
national unions to participate in a conference at Washington, March 18, 1908. 

It was there and then that the Protest Conference, together with the 
Executive Council, formulated and presented the “Protest to Congress,” and it is 
my earnest hope that you will again read that historic document in connection 
herewith. It sets forth clearly the grounds of our complaint and the basis of our 
protest. The closing words of that protest I feel it necessary to quote: 

“As the authorized representatives of the organized wage-earners of our 
country, we present to you in the most conservative and earnest manner that pro- 
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test against the wrongs which they have to endure and some of the rights and 
relief to which they are justly entitled. There is not a wrong for which we seek 
redress, or a right to which we aspire, which does not or will not be equally 
shared by all the workers—by all the people. 

“While no Member of Congress or party can evade or avoid his or their own 
individual or party share of responsibility, we aver that the party in power must 
and will by labor and its sympathizers be held primarily responsible for the failure 
to give the prompt, full, and effective Congressional relief we know to be within 
its power. 

“We come to you not as political partisans, whether Republican, Demo- 
cratic, or other, but as representatives of the wageworkers of our country whose 
rights, interests, and welfare have been jeopardized and flagrantly, woefully disre- 
garded and neglected. We come to you because you are responsible for legislation, 
or the failure of legislation. If these, or new questions, are unsettled, and any 
other political party kecomes responsible for legislation, we shall press home upon 
its representatives and hold them responsible, equally as we now must hold you.” 

This protest and demand were signed by the Executive Council and by the 
officers and representatives of the very large number of international unions par- 
ticipating in the conference. Labor’s ‘Protest to Congress’? was published in 
the April (1908) AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

The same conference adopted an ‘‘Address to Organized Labor ani Farmers 
of the Country.” In that address the same signers declared that: 

“We have appealed to Congress for the necessary relief we deem essential to 
safeguard the interests and rights of ‘the toilers. 

“We now call upon the workers of our common country to 

“Stand faithfully by our friends, ‘ 

“Oppose and defeat our enemies, whether they be 

“Candidates for President, 

“For Congress, or other offices, whether 

“Executive, legislative, or judicial. 

“Each candidate should be questioned and pledged as to his attitude upon all 
subjects of importance to the toilers, whether of factory, farm, field, shor or mine, 

“We again renew and hereby declare our complete and abiding faith in the 
trade union movement to successfully accomplish the amelioration of economic 
conditions befitting all of our people. The historical past of our movement, its 
splendid achievements in labor’s behalf, and magnificent present standing war- 
rants the assertion and justifies our prediction for its future success. 


“We, the represeniatives of the national and international trade unions and 
farmers’ organizations, represented in this conference, call upon the Executive 
Council and upon all labor to use every possible legitimate effort to secure for the 
workers their inalienable liberties and their proper recognition as a vital portion 
of the fabric of our civilization. We pledge ourselves to use every lawful and 
honorable effort to carry out the policy agreed upon at this conference. We pledge 
our industrial, political, financial, and moral support to our own members and to 
our friends wherever found, not only for the present time, but for the continuous 
effort which may be necessary for success. We pledge ourselves to carry on this 
work until every industrial and political activity of the workers is guaranteed its 
permanent place and usefulness in the progress of our country. 

“Tet labor not falter for one instant; the most grave and momentous crisis 
ever faced by the wageworkers of our country is now upon us. 

“Our industrial rights have been shorn from us and our liberties are threat- 
encd. 

“Tt rests with each of us to make the most earnest, impressive and law- 
abiding effort that lies within our power to vestore these liberties and safeguard 
our rights for the future if we are to save the workers and mayhap even the 
nation itself from threatened disaster. 

“This is not a time for idle fear. 

“Let every man be up and doing. Action consistent, action persistent, action 
insistent is the watchword.” 
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The Protest Conference urged the workers of the country to hold meetings 
and to pass resolutions expressive of, their purpose, demanding legislation at the 
hands of Congress before it adjourned, and declaring for the alternative course 
adopted as governing the course of the participants in the conference if it met 
their approval. The mass meetiags were held by workers in factory, workshop, 
mill, mine, fa-m, or field. The indorsement and approval of the measures recom- 
mended by the Protest Conference were practically unanimous. 

Desirous of pressing Labor’s demands home upon the majority in control in 
Congress, five additional organizers were called in from the field of their other 
activities, and added to the two already at Washington to act as Labor’s Legisla- 
tive Committee. They made the most strenuous efforts, and it is doubtful if a 
single member of Congress in attendance escaped being interviewed as to his 
willingness to work and vote for the legislation essential to the workers. With 
members of the Executive Council our Legislative Committee appeared before the 
Congressional Committees to argue our cause and present our claims, but all 
to no avail. 


The leaders of the minority party in Congress declared their willingness and 
their purpose unitedly to aid the majority or any part of the majority to enact 
the legislation which Labor asked; but the members of the dominant party in 
Congress had set their hearts like flint; they had no ears to hear, no patience to 
heed any claim, argument, or appeal involving the principles of equal rights to 
equality before the law, or of the liberty of the workers, on a par with other citi- 
zens of our country. 

Congress adjourned with the defiant declaration of one of the Republican 
leaders in Congress, and recent candidate of that party for the Vice-Presidency, 
Mr. James S. Sherman, that “the Republican party is responsible for legislation 
or for the failure of legislation,’’ and that he and his party were willing to 
assume the responsibility. 

I strongly urge you and every worker and student of the cause of labor 
to again read the report of the Federation Legislative Committee published in 
the August issue, 1908, of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. It reveals a tale of 
perfidy to the common weal and in telling the truth, perforce besmirches the 
name and history of a political party that found its embodiment and idealism in 
the martyred Lincoln. : 

When Congress adjourned, after so shamelessly refusing to accord the 
workers the relief and the rights upon which they had set their hearts and hopes, 
the feeling became still more tense among th. great rank and file of labor. The 
Executive Council then decided to appeal from the action of Congress to the 
representatives of the two great political parties in convention assembled. 

As already stated, we presented identical demands to the Republican and 
the Democratic party conventions. In the one instance, that of the Republican 
convention, the declarations adopted were for the enactment of a law that would 
legalize the worst abuse and perversion of the injunction writ, this in direct oppo- 
sition to what we had asked. The Democratie party, in convention at Denver, 
adopted Labor’s demands and incorporated them in its party platform. 

In view of the specific declarations of the men of labor throughout our 
eountry for many years, the repeated declarations and instructions of the 
American Federation of Labor at many of its conventions, some of which I 
have quoted, it devolves upon you, the duly constituted representatives of the 
men of labor of our country, you who come here and who have been in immediate 
and constant touch with the toilers of America, it is for you to say whether the 
course pursued, to stand faithfully by our friends and elect them, oppose our 
enemies and defeat them, whether they be candidates for President, for Con- 
gress, or other offices, is justified, and meets with your approval, or your 
eondemnation. . 

The men of labor realize that our liberties as workers and as citizens 
are threatened; that our industrial efforts to work for Labor’s rights and 
interests upon natural and rational lines are outlawed, and that if it is the 
desire and aspiration of America’s toilers to work along these peaceful, natural 
lines of historic development, these rights and liberties must be restored. 
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The m2n of labor are invoked to be up and doing. Their action. should 
be consistent, persistent, and insistent. P 

Some over zealous partisans, and particularly our opponents, for a pur- 
pose, have declared that I am a Democrat and have always been a Democrat. It 
may not be necessary to make this explanation to you, but to correct any error 
now or of the future, I desire to emphasize the fact that though many years ago 
I counted myself a Republican, I have not been and am not now a Democrat, 
that is, in a partisan sense. I owe allegiance to no political party. So far as in 
my power lies, and in the light given me, I have always without fear of personal 
consequences endeavored to perform my duty to my fellow workers, to my 
fellowman. 

The American Labor movement is not partisan to a political party; it is 
partisan to a principle, the principle of equal rights and human freedom. 

When this report is being written, October 30, the immediate results of 
the election of November 3, are, of course, unknown, but this one fact stands out 
clear, and can never hereafter be disputed; that is, that the Presidential and 
Congressional election of 1908 has been contested upon the fundamental princi- 
ples for which labor and _ the liberty loving citizens contend; that is, equality 
before the law, human freedom. 

The vague notions regarding Labor’s demands have been dissipated and 
replaced by sound knowledge as to the historic and logical principles upon 
which they are based—indeed, the very denunciation of Labor demands by inter- 
ested candidates and by the hostile press, has accelerated as well as concen- 
trated public attention upon our movement. 


There have been printed and distributed several millions of copies of 
“Labor’s Protest to Congress’ and ‘‘Address to Workers,’ and ‘‘The Essence of 
Labor’s Contention on Injunctions.’”’ In the discussion of the wide scope of the 
Supreme Court’s decision in the Hatters’ case thousands of extra copies and a 
special edition of the AMERICAN [EDERATIONIST Were published, and hundreds 
of thousands of circulars by the Executive Council, the Labor Representation 
Committee and myself. Besides this, an extraordinarily iarge number of letters 
were written in answer to inquiries based upon Labor’s claims. The candidates 
for President, as well as those for Congress and other offices, have each and 
all of them discussed the principles and claims of Labor as the most important 
issue of the campaign. Never before have the people manifested so keen a 
desire to know the claims which Labor presents and to learn if they are founded 
upon justice and a patriotic and humane purpose to help all our people. These 
letters, publications and addresses have afforded us the opportunity to place 
intelligently and fairly before the American people the merits and _ earnest 
motives and the high aspiration of the ennobling cause of Labor. 


You can readily understand that it is most unwise at this writing to 
indulge myself in prophecy, but I hold that no matter what the result, a great 
moral victory has been won, and no one can deny that our campaign has con- 
spicuously brought before the attention of the people the fundamental principles 
upon which our movement is based. The voice of Labor has been heard. It 
can no longer be dismissed with a contemptuous shrug of the shoulder. 

The movement of Labor through the ages has been a struggle for justice. 
It is founded upon truth, and truth is eternal. Our cause needs but to be under- 
stood to win and hold the sympathetic, patriotic support of right-principled 
men. 


It is additionally interesting to know that a large mass of the unorganized 
workers has been in entire accord with their organized fellow-workers in this 
campaign, and that a considerable portion of them has become imbued with 
the conviction to make common cause with us within the beneficent fold of 
unionism. 

Now, I desire to address myself to a feature to which it seems your atten- 
tion should be called. Severe criticism has been launched against some, true, 
not many, but still some of the men in our movement who, for reasons good 
enough for themselves, have not been in entire accord with the campaign as 
eonducted by the American Federation of Labor. 
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Our conventions have frequently declared that our movement has neither 
the right nor the desire to dictate how a member shall cast his vote. It has 
been my privilege and honor always so to insist. I have not departed, and 
can not now, depart from that true trade union course. At the Minneapolis 
convention the following declaration was adopted: 

‘We must have with us in our economic movement men of all parties 
as well as of all creeds, and the minority right of the humblest man to vote 
where he pleases and to worship where his conscience dictates must be sacredly 
guarded.” 

That solemn and binding declaration is the guarantee to every member 
of our organized labor movement; and though it be true that now, as never 
before in the history of the labor movement of our country have the people 
been so practically unanimous in their determination to make the contest for 
justice and right and freedom as in the campaign which will have come to a 
close kefore I submit this to you, yet if there were not but one man in all 
our movement who chose for himself to vote and cast his lot contrary to the 
practically unanimous determination of the great rank and file, that is a right 
which our movement can not and must not deny him. This fact I can not 
refrain from recording: that so far as concerns any action which I may have taken 
during the campaign, it has been far within the limits of aggressiveness as 
exemplified by the expressed judgment and action of the mass of the organized 
wage-earners of our country. 


It has béen my purpose to place before you the entire matter in con- 
nection with my participation in the campaign, whatever consequences it may 
entail. I submit i. to you for such judgment as you may deem best to render 
and such action as you may care to take. I am deeply conscious of this one 
fact, that I have endeavored to give voice to the wrongs which Labor has 
endured and to which the toilers are subject. I have plead for the righting 
of these wrongs. I have pressed home to the fullest, the sufferings and the 
injustice done my fellows. To the very limit of whatever ability or power I 
may possess, I have thrown it into the scale of the cause of my fellow-workers. 

Upon the platform in public meeting, and in editorials in our AMERICAN 
FEDERATIONIST, I have distussed the great principles involved in the cam- 
paign. These should be again read by you and considered in connection with 
whatever action you may take. ; 


INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM. 


The Initiative and Referendum movement continues to progress. Last 
September the people of Maine, by a vote of more than 2 to 1, adopted a con- 
stitutional amendment for the initiative and referendum. 

In Missouri, on November 3d, the people will vote upon a similar con- 
stitutional amendment, but at the time this report is being written the election 
has not taken place, and consequently the result can not now be given. 

In Arkansas the party in power has promised to submit a constitutional 
amendment to the initiative and referendum. 

In the states of Ohio and Washington, and in other commonwealths, there 
are non-partisan campaigns going on for the initiative and referendum, with the 
outlook good for success. 

In the present National House of Representatives 114 members are pledged 
to enact a law for the establishment of the advisory initiative and advisory 
referendum for national questions. 


The method whereby these results were achieved was the questioning of 
candidates. The only exceptions are where the question is comparatively new, 
as was the case in the 1906 national campaign. In the state of Maine the 
legislature unanimously submitted the constitutional amendment. Not one of 
its members cared to record himself as opposed to submitting to the people 
the question of whether they desired the increase of power. 

In these campaigns the leading factor has been the American Federation 
of Labor. In the national campaign it endorsed the questions to the candidates 
for Congress, while in the state campaigns the state branches led in the move- 
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ment. In many of the states the organized farmers are co-operating with us. 
They are as vitally interested as we in the establishment of the right of the people 
to govern themselves. 

In Montana the initiative has been used by the state branch of the 
American Federation of Labor to propose the direct election of senators, a law 
to regulate injunctions and an employers’ liability act. 


ECONOMIC POWER MOST ESSENTIAL AND POTENT. 


The trade union movement, true to its history, its traditions, and aspira- 
tions, has done, is doing, and will undoubtedly do more in the interest of mankind 
to humanize the human family than all other agencies combined. Devoting 
primarily our efforts to the membership of our organizations, yet there is not a 
declaration which we can make, or an action we can take for their protection 
and their advancement but which will have its correspondingly beneficent influ- 
ence upon the unorganized workers and upon the masses of the people. Resist- 
ance to wage reduction by union workers is the check upon still further encroach- 
ments upon the unorganized. To secure an advance either in wages or to prevent 
a reduction in hours of labor by union workers, is to correspondingly bring these 
advantages to the unorganized toilers. We can not obtain legislative enactment 
to protect the rights and interests of the organized but that it must equally 
include all our people. 

Our movement is the barrier and check to aggression and tyranny on the 
one hand; on the other, it is the leaven for the common uplift for all. It is 
therefore that the economic power and influence of the labor movement is the 
most potent. We have exercised, and we shall continue to exercise, our 
political power; and that, too, without becoming politically partisan. We shall 
aim to elect to our law-making bodies, national, state, and municipal, men from 
the ranks of labor; men who are earnest, honest, intelligent, and sincerely 
devoted to the cause of the toilers and the people generally. 

In whatever form or shape the men of labor may exercise their energies 
and activities, in inception and result, the effort is for the common uplift of all, 
though our political activities must of necessity now be primarily devoted to 
acquire for our economic movement its freest and fullest natural development. 

Our movement has not asked and will not ask at the hands of govern- 
ment anything which the workers can and should do for themselves. The 
movement of labor is founded upon the principle that that which we do for 
ourselves, individually and collectively, is done best. It is therefore that the 
exercise by the workers of their economic power is, after all, the greatest and 
most potent power which they can wield. ; 

The possession of great economic power does not imply its abuse, but 
rather its right use. Consciousness and possession of economic power bring with 
them responsibility, wisdom, and care in its exercise. These have made the labor 
movement of our country a tower of strength inspiring the confidence and respect 
of the masses of our workers, as well as t*e sympathetic support of students, 
thinkers, and all liberty-loving people. 

The labor union movement as understood and expressed by the American 
Federation of Labor is the historic struggle of the toilers; it has brought light 
and hope into the factory, the workshop, into the lives and homes of our work- 
ers; it has borne the brunt of battle and bears the honorable scars of past 
battles. It embodies Labor’s hopes and aspirations for a brighter and a better 
day, not only for the future, but for today, tomorrow, and tomorrow’s tomorrew, 
each a better day than the one which has gone before. 


PANAMA CANAL LABOR CONDITIONS. 


Advices reach me that general labor conditions in Panama, that is, in 
the digging and construction of the Isthmian Canal, have somewhat improved. 
As directed by you, I have continued the investigation, and through other members 
of the Executive Council, as well as myself, received regular communications 
from the workers there. 
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Several communications have reached me recently in which correspondents 
request that their names be not made public, but which for verification will be 
submitted to a committee, stating that the practice now is to lay off or discharge 
American workmen, and particularly union men, and to employ unskilled foreign 
workmen in their stead. Surely in this great enterprise American workmen 
should have the preference wherever possible, and we have a right to expect 
that membership in a union should at least not work to their detriment. 

I am also advised that the federal Eight-Hour Law is now a dead letter, 
and that this applies equally to American workmen employed there as it does to 
aliens. That this would be the result we all foresaw when the Eight-Hour Law 
was amended so that its provisions no longer applied to alien workmen in the 
Panama Canal Zone. 

It is suggested that this matter be brought to the attention of the federal 
authorities, and that a thorough investigation of this entire subject be made, not 
only from official sources of our government, but by a representative, a trust- 
worthy man having the confidence and respect of the men of labor. 


ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 


A very serious division has occurred in the organization of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. There are two sets of officers, each claim- 
ing to be the duly constituted officials of the Brotherhood. I have advised and 
urged both. contestants to send representatives to this city where, with the aid 
of the Executive Council, this convention, or myself, unity and harmony may 
be reestablished. If my suggested conference here shall be acceptable and acted 
upon, and our services required, the matter will be further called to your 
attention. 


DUAL CAR WORKERS’ INTERNATIONALS. 


For several years two national organizations covering the similar juris- 
diction of car workers have existed under the title of the International Association 
of Car Workers, and Brotherhood of Railway Carmen of America. The former 
is affiliated with the American Federation of Labor. There can be no question, 
where two organizations exist, each claiming equal jurisdiction, that rivalry and 
antagonism must ensue, and a clash can searcely be avoided, and this is always 
to the detriment of the workers. I have endeavored to bring about an amalgama- 
tion of the two bodies into one comprehensive union, and with that end in view 
have held several conferences with the executive officers of both organizations. 
As a result, an agreement has been reached for a conference to be held in 
Denver some time during this convention, a representative of our Federation to 
participate therein and endeavor to bring about unity under one organization. 


ORGANIZERS. 


The organizers of the American Federation of Labor, both salaried and 
volunteer, have continued to render splendid service to the cause of labor during 
the past year. Our international union officers attest gladly the assistance 
rendered by our organizers, not only in organizing new unions, but increasing 
the membership of existing locals. Py the timely visit of organizers to unions, 
by their advice and encouragement, much good has been accomplished. Experi- 
ence has given them the opportunity of acquiring information, which has in 
turn been imparted to our fellow-workers. These, together with their willingness 
to be of service at all times, have materially aided in the progress of our cause. 


AMERICAN FPEDERATIONIST. 


Upon our official magazine, the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST, has fallen a 
great portion of the burdens of the year. It has been the storm center around 
which raged the injunction war in the Buck’s Stove & Range Company’s injunction. 
It has been the object of the most violent attack at the hand of the emissaries of 
the National Association of Manufacturers. They have put a most determined 
blacklist upon our advertising, pledging merchants and manufacturers not to 
publish advertisements in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST under penalty. There have 
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been indications of a plan to suppress altogether the publication of our magazine 
under injunction proceedings suppressing freedom of the press. 

Naturally our advertising patronage has suffered, both from this cause 
and from the general business depression which has affected all branches of 
business, but I am glad to be able to say that financially the AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST has not been an expense to the Federation. 

Our official magazine is a vital necessity to our movement in putting 
before the toilers and their sympathizers an accurate and full record of what 
has already been done by the Federation and what it desires to accomplish. 
The daily press of the country is known to be largely hostile to our movement and 
to delight in misrepresenting and abusing our motives. The AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TIONIST Offers the channel through which, by editorial and by well-selected 
contributions, the rank and file of our members and the masses of the people 
are educated and informed as to our aims and purposes. So great has been the 
pressure of important matters, especially during the past year, that I have been 
obliged to add to the size of the magazine over and over again in order that our 
members and friends might be informed of official action of the Federation, and 
that its officers might tender the advice and counsel which it is their duty to 
give. 

The AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST performs a service which will be more and 
more appreciated as the present events of our movement pass into history. 
It is the official, full and accurate record not only of all that is done by the 
Federation, but a true reflection of the sentiments and hopes and aims of the 
toilers and their sympathizers. Through the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST We have 
been able to secure far better reports from the daily press than would otherwise 
have been possible. By giving the copies of our printed circulars and _ the 
editorials to the press, they are obliged to quote accurately or not at all. In the 
past year the editorials of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST have been quoted more 
widely than those of any other magazine in existence. 

The Labor Press and official journals of the trade unions have reprinted 
selected articles, circulars and editorials of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST very 
widely, thus greatly increasing the opportunity to reach all the people. 

I have endeavored to give my best thought:and all the power I possess 
to the editorial work of the magazine, and the appreciation which it has received 
has made me feel that I have been fairly successful in voicing the desires and 
demands of the workers. 

During the campaign just ended the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST has been 
invaluable in correctly putting before the public the contentions of the workers 
and in forcing our opponents to admit that they had no excuse for misrepre- 
sentation, when in the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST they could find the position of 
the workers accurately, honestly and truthfully presented. 

The magazine has been fortunate in attracting contributions from many 
of the best and deepest thinkers of the country, and thus its educational value 
has been greatly increased. I can say frankly that the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 
today compares most favorably, both in appearance and character of contents, 
with any magazine in the country, yet it must always be our aim to accomplish 
still greater results. 


When every effort is being put forth by our opponents to drive our official 
magazine out of existence, the workers should rally the more strongly to its 
support. 

An increased circulation is advisable and necessary, both from a financial 
point of view and because the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST Should reach every toiler 
in the land in order to fully accomplish its educational work. 

Owing to the fierce attack upon our magazine by the Van Cleaves and 
enemies of that stripe, and from the fact that the increasing growth and impor- 
tance of the Federation force us to publish a much larger magazine than formerly, 
in order to give space to vitally important official matter, it is necessary that some 
financial provision should be made for the official magazine from the general 
funds of the Federation, and that it be not forced to depend entirely upon its 
advertising and subscriptions. I hope that this matter will be dealt with by the 
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Cenvention in a way which will permit the editor of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST 
to accomplish still greater results in the coming year. 


LABOR PRESS. 


The official journals of our international unions and the Labor Press, 
as a rule, have continued to render the cause of Labor invaluable service. In 
spite of the precarious financial conditions of many of the latter, and the tempta- 
tions to yield in their loyalty to the cause of labor and justice, they have intelli- 
gently and heroically thrown the weight of their influence and power with the 
toilers. 

Early in the summer the editors of international union official journals 
met in Chicago and by a practically unanimous vote determined that because of 
the critical situation in which the toilers found themselves, they would support, 
by every effort in their power, the plan of campaign for the re-establishmnt of 
Labor’s rights, as outlined by our American labor movement. 

The editors of these journals, the editors of the Labor Press generally have 
performed magnificent service to our cause during trying times, and I am con- 
fident that in the near future greater tangible good results will follow to the 
cause of which we have the honor to be a part. 

No language of mine can express too strongly my own personal apprecia- 
tion of their co-operation and excellent work, and I sincerely hope that the men 
of labor will attest their appreciation of the Labor Press of America by greater 
financial and moral support than has been given heretofore, 


CONCLUSION. 


Looking over the vast field of the activities of our labor movement, the 
great good it has accomplished for our fellow-workers particularly, and for our 
people generally, the conviction has become ingrained in my very being that 
there is no force so potent in all society making for the material, moral, and 
social uplift as the much abused, and as yet little understood, labor move- 
ment. 

Upon the platform, in public addresses or private conference, in addressing 
the workers and students of our time, I have, with whatever ability I possess, 
and with all the fervor of my being, sought to impress upon all, the duty of man 
toward his fellows to help bear our brother’s burd2n, to make life the better 
worth living, for the ennoblement of manhood and womanhood; to impress this 
duty upon mankind, that the struggle of the children and the countless millions 
yet unborn may be made lighter to bear, less keen, than that with which we have 
been confronted and which made us burden-bearers in our time. 

With earnestness and sincerity to carry the gospel of human freedom and 
human brotherhood to its fullest fruition; with insistence of my deepest con- 
ception of duty and right and justice, yet tolerant as. any man to mental differ- 
ences, it has been my aim and purpose to be helpful to my fellows. 

No word have I uttered but which was attuned to the highest and deepest 
concern for the loftiest aspirations of my fellows. Conscious of the struggle 
and the intensity with which it is waged against us, and the bitterness and 
relentlessness of the antagonists to our cause, I have not flinched from the path, 
but I have met them and sought to overcome them through whatever power has 
been given me. 

During the past year my time has, perhaps, more than ever before, been 
engrossed by our movement, and my activities accentuated without let, hindrance, 
or regard for self. 

Appreciating and recording the deep obligation I owe to my fellows, it 
is my one constant aim and hope, whether as your President, or as one in the 
great rank and file of the toiling masses of our country, to aid to the fullest 
limits my fellow-workers, my fellow-man. 

Fraternally, yours, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 











REGIGTEREO. 
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SECRETARY MORRISON’S REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates to the Twenty-eighth Annual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

FELLOW-UNIONISTS—I have the honor to submit a report to you of the receipts and 
expenditures for the past twelve (12) months, beginning October 1, 1907, and ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1908. 

It is with much pleasure that I report at the close of this fiscal year $138,627.89 in the 
treasury, the high-water mark in the history of the American Federation of Labor. Of the 
amount on hand $105,282.09 is in the Defense Fund for local trade and federal labor unions, 
and can be used for strike benefits only in the case of a strike or a lockout of the members of 
these local unions. The balance, $33,345.80, is in the General Fund. Of that fund only 
$17,545.01 is available for the general expenses of the American Federation of Labor. The 
balance, $15,800.79, is divided as follows 

In the fund created by the one-cent assessment levied by the Executive Council, in 
accordance with the recommendation of the last Convention, for the purpose of placing 
organizers in Los Angeles, California, and other cities, to offset the efforts of the Manu- 
facturers’ Associations which were, and are now, endeavoring to disrupt the labor organiza- 
tions, $7,787.02. - 

In the fund created by the one-cent assessment levied by the Executive Council in 
accordance with the recommendation of the last Convention to be used for the legal defense of 
the officers and members of the American Federation of Labor, in the injunction suit of 
the Buck Stove and Range Company, $4,607.13. 

In the fund created by the moneys received in response to the appeal issued by the 
Executive Council to the local unions affiliated to the American Federation of Labor, for appro- 
priations to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in the injunction suit of the Buck Stove and Range Company, $3,406.64. 

The total receipts from all sources are $207,655.23; the total expenses are $196,- 
937.36; leaving a balance of receipts over expenses of $10,717.87. 

The following is a summary ef the receipts and expenses for twelve (12) months, 
ending September 30, 1908: 





RECEIPTS. 
Dann Ge Tae Osteber 2, BOG Cc oo ccci se cies cweseideceedcadv emncaneeuas $127,910 02 
Wer CUPRA TEE. occcccccescwcees PTRSARR ELE CRCSOREMEEGS duseues $116,110 93 
EIS. ccendtsanesecansesnceue PTT TUTITITUTUTET TTT 10,590 10 
The American Federationist..... CRORCEOEHRCCORRNES COR OOS coenee ° 20,7 7 
Assessment, I. T. U....ccroee MOTTE TTT TTT ELT oe 
Assessment, Textile Workers. TO TTT TTP TiTe rrr irr eee 
Assessment, LUG ANGEIER... wc ccceccccccccssrecserssocssvvce one 





Assessment, Buck's > ony & Range Company peeneete _— 
Legal Defense Fund..... ° 








Denes PURE .cccccsesseses wate 14 327 20 
Premiums Of DONGS... ccccccccccedccccccccccccsccccescccceeses 1,261 51 
——————-__ 207,655 _ 23 
po) Perera ee errr ere errr rer err eee PTE PP CeO Re CCE $335,565 25 
EXPENSES 
CN Pr ee eee ere ee evesbeewecuses a temaad cKO eRAKCKew Sn Oe 
The American WOAMGHONME vo. so occvcesecnscnvcne Crevvienwaaas 20,649 84 
A re rere rer ee eee . 1,640 00 
Defense fund for local trade and federal labor unions. as 12,124 00 
Premiums en bonds........ Gani enededeee wanes sak ees 1,021 96 
$196,937 36 
Balance on hand, October 1, 1908............+. OTerrrre rrr reer rere 
RECAPITULATION. 
Bh: GCOmered PU. 5 oknco bc cccasee teccssucdncceseces nageseheneeenoneacdnte $33,345 80 
In Defense Fund for local trade and federal labor unions. TUTTO TET Te 105,282 09 





Total wccccccscccccsccsccccceveccccccsces coccccccccccccccccccccsces GlaeGae SF 





42 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


fhe following is the grouping under their respective heads of the detailed monthly 


expenses : 
‘Appropriations : 
Trades and Labor Congress of Canada..............e00008 hens iowes $500 00 
Trades Council, High Point, N. C. (for per capita tax)...... CCR PEC OES 12 50 
Trades Council, Beloit, Wis., (for per capita tax)............ Cee Ree k 6% 5 00 
EE CARESS NERS 6 Se SEDER GE CRS OU SS 56. 6N GLEE SNES ESAWESS ENS O4-OP WEDD WORE oe 2,284 00 
Refund of premiums on bonds, supplies returned, and charter fee........... ees 18 05 
Premiums: 
NE ee a ROK ACNG Ad SSE a STEM TEES WATERS w0a OY. Wee ah eee 1,021 96 
Treasurer's bond....... LEMS RE RSE TA Tae ah DEE RAR wei ee 100 00 
Secretary's bond........... Pe RDS PIN DERE RO AED Mo Relate OS Ee eS 20 00 
Ne ee ee Pe Pe ee eT ee eee ene 49 50 
Newspapers, magazines and books..............00+ Oe ee ee 116 91 
Stamped envelopes ............ eee eee Re Pete Re oe re ee ce 857 60 
DWOUEt, GLAYARS GNA CXPTCRIARC. 6.0.6oi6s < vive cccicncceccevescesesdcoveees reer 1,161 39 
Printing and binding proceedings................ vip waatiace pa keV REE wale Monte 1,538 48 
Telegrams, etc. ...... ReR6 DAES DRESSED ON ESESDENSURESAS 6 EO ORST EES 682 96 
NE IN i sha 6 Sanh -8 triple MURS KRIST RRR Aaa Se ease SN ee ee 3,416 88 
I MN ots 5 Gidea ca ddd e CRRA Ami Cw e be ORO SOURS KCRG tbe OWeleie 3,103 00 
Supplies and printing ............ ee eee ee ee ee eee ee eee ccbuees 13,338 10 
Office fixtures ........ Pe Ee EN ee Te eT TET eT re ea aes 414 69 
Jamestown CERIDIC ...ccccccccccccce CITRES NERA ANI Se Dene awd ee ekoewens 1,508 54 
Expenses of fraternal delegates to British Trades Union Congress and Canadian 
Trades and Labor Congress........ SECS DENG HERR AREE RONDE EDO ORES TCO OSE NERS 1,001 55 
Expenses entertaining fraternal delegates from Great Britain..... Mee eewe’ vine 330 47 
Norfolk Convention : 
a. er ee ee ae ae er oe ra ees 1,754 90 
Telegrams, telephone, stamps, porters, baggage, stationery, ,» reading proof, 
sending out daily proceedings, rent of typewriters, photographs........ 110 21 
COORMERTECHO: EOOMRE 6 i6.056.0:5.0. 45.0. 6'0-0b 450 .0:6:0-008'68 ewer ee Te TR ee ee 402 50 
ce ere eee TT eee CRE eT LE we 479 82 
Printing and supplies.............. Rabie ee atarh Wd cele Bees BNE S COS BORN 179 40 
Messenger, Sergeant-at-Arms, and Assistant Secretary.............206- ‘ 280 00 
Expenses Secretary attending Norfolk Convention...............6.. hae 94 50 
Salary : 
PRCOMORE oo koe ecw ecieee Seer eer ee ee ee ° 4,500 00 
ee LE eee Eee ee ee Torre Tere eT ire Ce Pere 3,625 00 
TEORBUTOR oon cs owes eecees £00 0Wwien W880. eorccccsevece coeecseesene eee 500 00 
Office employes ............- [washed Sake aes Spa hia oe 0 oS ee eee 23,780 51 
Janitor service ....cccccces RC re Tren Tee ee eee ee eT kee pene 49 00 
Expenses : 
Executive Council meetings...........eeeeeeeeeeeeees ooeeeees eececee 6,008 70 
President ......... eeccccee eo ccccccvecs Tree eT ee ° 1,385 65 
eee TE LT TO TORE Te TET ETT T RE CC ee 278 65 
Auditing and credential committee.......ccccccccccccccccsccccccccces 163 10 
ai sci tia Ree ag a's ara a es Sere eae AS WME CER ASS OE RAS Meee ee 600 00 
TE ee ee rear $12,124 00 
Assessments : 
International Typographical Union......... MCR ye ee eee 1,640 00 
Los Angeles and other cities............eeeee0. Sc. ew we Ter 7,555 00 
Buck's Stove & Range Company Injunction Suit..............c cece wees 11,058 57 
Legal Defense Fund ........... nee alee ee TS eee ee ee eee Te 8,415 62 
eT eC ee eee ee rr ee SO ee ee ee Te 59,820 81 
Printing and publishing The Americun Federationist..... ba. Cap ere ke we Sake sees 20,649 84 


Se ee ORE RN ae eT TN Te Re 
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ONE-CENT ASSESSMENT. 


The following is a statement of the amount received from the one-cent assessment levied 
te place organizers in Los Angeles, California, and other cities, where the Manufacturers’ 
Associations are endeavoring to disrupt the labor unions, and also an itemized statement of the 
moneys paid out of that fund, up to and including September 30, 1908: 





RECEIPTS. 
MONE so ii:C-ccb ee eteadeesd pULCRU RACER CROC epEbbedeakuas Chivandscetssdansans $15,342 02 
EXPENSES. 
Refund overpayment American Brotherhood of Cement Workers............-+++5 “ 5 60 
Expenses William E. Terry, December 28, 1907, to October 1, 1908: 
ec, MOCO COLT OTE TOT PRCT LPT eT TE COTE $ 1,199 00 
EOeOn CORNUNOE. 02s ci eucetsbend ned cueedicdecdsscdeqctencunes 692 50 
Railroad fare, stationery, stamps and telegrams................ 146 00 
Amount advanced in excess of bills rendered............---0-05- 1250 
—_——_—_ 2,050 00 
Expenses Arthur A. Hay, December 1, 1907, to October 1, 1908: 
MND  Kcuadcktan deCCcccee esa Vac dNes ss eennekmeneraeesneuce $ 1,307 00 
WEE: GUNN 6 ik. ca Nile deendeet Cie ceeekecedbawndeeneaedaue 986 00 
DE I Bia divuc cc cevesctcecteuaceccussusdceaedeuceeds 399 51 
Salary and expenses of assistants..........ccscceecscccveces 892 25 
Delegrams Gnd telephowes, 2... cccccecccccvecccascseccscscece 160 67 
PND SEDMEIORTINS én. oko 6 cca ctcccseedeevensccesevececcsuc 14 75 
BN, Rab bdWCRCKS OS CKKTKCRORKEMEDED CORE enoeeRRRCEeERaaad 417 00 
WOME bot Kee Kee cant cies Ceceeeeeveneusaneadeunew arene F 258 72 
Printing and office supplieS.........eeeeeeeeeeeeee ssaetecues 422 65 
Office furniture and fixtures. .....cccccccccccccccccccccccccce 374 50 
Amount advanced in excess of bills rendered.........seeeee- oe 266 95 
— 5,500 00 
anh carincosceteetwces cteseeteseewenne PUTTTTIT TTT $ 7,555 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
eee rer ee ee eer ee écacuduwidiescuddeewe celenhecneacebeeusenenanes $15,342 02 
Expenses......... Choe erdeccadreceveccesroeooe ecccee ebeccccsccacesscee aseeeee 7,555 00 
Balance om hand October 1, 1908.........+2ee0. KeFeseeadehsrtensesecuewed $ 7,787 02 


ONE-CENT ASSESSMENT. 


The following is a statement of the amount received from the one-cent assessment 
levied to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of the American Federation 
of Labor, in the injunction suit of the Buck’s Stove and Range Company, and also an 
itemized statement of the moneys paid out of that fund, up to and including September 
30, 1908 : 


RECEIPTS. 
Ne. .caceranntinsdatisnicssdxjeiaumes sneatenieiniataaniaiiaalaaaes * $15,665 70 
EXPENSES. 
Attorney Fees: 
Ralston & Siddons and T. C. Spelling..............+ wecccccccccesccccs +e+e$ 4,141 85 
Ralston & Siddons.........ccccccccccccccccccece Coeececadeesecscscesceees 822 50 
Alton B. Parker, retainer fee......ccceceseeeceevees CCREC ORE RECHORORT ORES 2,500 00 
Cost of appeal, Ralston & Siddoms..........ce eee eeee ee eeeeerenes seeentuccawas 1,257 50 
Stenographic report hearings........cceeceeceeccecccecccecs pbececdéateducandunns 267 75 
100 copies Supreme Court Decision .........e.eeeeeeeeeeeeees CUE ee eeaeeedees 1050 
Envelopes for mailing printed matter...........eeeeeereeeeceees revere cree 178 34 
Postage for circular printed matter to UNIONS. .......e cece cece eee ee reece eeeeees 520 00 
Clerk hire, addressing, folding and filling.........seeeeeeeeeeee reece cecceecce 399 13 


100 copies Washington Law Reporter..........cceeeeeeeeee creer eeeeseeeeeeeee 6 00 
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Printing : 
NI RIN RR as is gratis Gr0h ls pio Nib A Se DAE Oe WTA KEES RAED KORK Ss 82 60 
ET aE 500d HE CESET VED EERE CRS 72 00 
25,000 Buck’s Stove and Range injunction pamphlets.........ccecceccececs 615 85 
30,000 Gompers’ editorial, Hatters’ case......... ccc cece ccc ccccccccccecece 173 75 
Expenses: 
| Ae Lee ee ee ee ee ee ee 83 00 
POMEDM WAROIANO 6:66 0.6K siveec ese adienws ne denees Co ccccccccccccccccccccccccces 1700 
Refunds.......... SERRE RARER EE RS OSS ONDER SS Cee eee ee Te eee 5 80 
NG 5.5 655Gb ibe RO RSW d SSK OW EEE E OVE NEMMS bE SOR ee uS 5 00 


Total... cceccccccccccccccccccccccencscsessssccecccsscessescscwscceess $11,058 57 
RECAPITULATION. 


OR: cca ch cee ae ek cde eee ee Re en ee ec ccccccccoccccccccccce eo $10,000 10 
MID. 5 5's0k-44iu aw siseeneess rere eer re CO vercccrccccssvvcccccccoocececcs 11,008 607 


Balance on hand October 1, 1908.........cseeceeccececcecvscccsssseceses$ 4,607 13 


APPEAL FOR APPROPRIATIONS. 


The following is a statement of the amount received from the appeal issued to local 
unions requesting appropriations, to be used for the legal defense of the officers and members of 
the American [Federation of Labor in the injunction suit of the Buck Stove and Range 
Company, and also an itemized statement of the moneys paid out of that fund, up to and 
including September 30, 1908: 


RECEIPTS. 


Receipts....-... pnaueres eT TCE Te ee 0 90:00:60.0 8 6:010:0.0:6:0:0 0:0:0:6-6.0:0:0:5 0\6. 6 Map ee 


EXPENSES. i 
Printing : 
3,000,000 circulars, and electrotyping.............eeeee0. TTeTT TIT ee. 
Address to Workers, resolutions, et¢............c0eee8 heeds adwataeesiccuce 93 25 
25,000 appeals for contributions, printed matter for legislative WOPR cvicissa sce 107 50 
26,500 envelopes for resolutions and letters.......... terre Te Te ee 150 78 
10,000 4-page folders and 500 1-cent envelopes.........66. eee eee <eneb cee 45 75 
Clerk hire, addressing, folding and filling..............eeee08 TREE 778 23 


NE eG. inwee 66s ca eens obo ved Neees enw Kon cewet eae Pe ree seeeeee 2,368 00 
30,000 Sulzer speeches containing President Gompers’ editorial on ; Supreme Court 


ROREIetOm Am) TEALTONG GOI 6660.6 500.016 6s: 6 15.0660 a 6 a80- wees mere eee n hs Siaraee tare 172 75 
Salaries and expenses legislative committee : 

M. Grant Blamiltoa..... 602 -vdeeese bs 65:0 SS RORAGG-s UETGERS OWS Baie eee noes 500 00 

DD. RINNE 6664s se erases Se ee en ee eevee re Te 450 00 


ee Res aie Awe 0a So OF sae ORS errr ere eee Tre ee ee eee rrr 450 00 
Re Ns hb Sa Vik AW ERO Ae RaW RES w RUNNER ESS Sie Resear echws 350 00 
UAE | eer SIDUNMSESANSTIROSODES S4RNEDESI-S hares 306 75 
er eee se OT ae rte ee Ke eases ere Tr ‘is 200 00 





Cc. P. Connolly, St. Louis, Mo., distributing resolutions............eeeee08 oe 11 75 
ee rey ee ee peAseienuEs webe se RES ‘ 28 55 
Oe gTORE EOP CRECR. CLOTUR oi. 656-6:6:00 8:00:08 00i0-0:0:6-8 908 eVS Eb: Owe ww Bie eS pielen erslale Wiens 50 00 
IE UII is 5 iaig parce Mow Cidyidi a ace e eS Sleiereleee RAE Ske eSes eens meses eaten 15 00 
ET CUT PL RRE Ee Te ee ee ie ee ee hh Whe RRR RESS ROS eee 100 

Total...... eee Gataaeun eae iileias Se aey A aneo eee eweieierese ten ene 

RECAPITULATION, 
PRDORIDIE. 5. 60.000 ¥beesve reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeecesseeeeeeteeeeeeeessaseeeseeees $11,822 26 
ND 5k 9:55 5s WSS Kes SS RO dS Tremere re eer oe ee 


Balance in fund October 1, 1908..... Tere COO Te ee Te 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 1881 TO 1908. 
I herewith furnish a table giving the receipts and expenditures for the past 28 years. 
. ace Expendi- 
Year. Receipts. tures. 
BN SOE a lon x aa So bed ies $174 00 | 
ch Serr er eats sVenees 268 20 
1883.. e 19 
» 
03 
11 
82 
2 55 
§ 40 
74 2 
36 13, 
51 18, 
62 21, 
43 17, 
75 1 
18 1 
92 1 
15 1 
13) | 30,55 
82 | 68, 
so | 118,708 
ak Cl 119,086 
96 196,015 AT 
ETE TTL 220.995 97 203,991 15 
CoV CHC eeereesecerreeesere 207,417 62 196.170 10 
Ter rere Te Te 217,815 18 218.540 O04 
Lhe Mea SeReeweCenuee 174,330 26 159.960 84 
Secchustees Sedccteveneeee’s 207,655 23 196,937 36 
CUSED REKCORT TOROS $1,822,631 65 $1,684,003 76 
RECAPITULATION. 
Receipts ...... Gunde cqumestoweten ids oondasereduhuueeaceesguaaseasenen $1,822,631 65 
Pe re re ee GUNS Ce tVieane UTES RK Ss Ow ERR Ue aa eee Keak na ewaauareas 1,684,003 76 
Balance on hand, October 1, 1908..... eT eC PCT ree $138,627 89 


CHARTERS. 


During the twelve months ending September 30, 1908, fees have been received for 234 
charters issued to National and International, Department, State, Central, Local Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions. 

Of this number two were granted to the following Departments: 

Building Trades Department. 

Metal Trades Department. 

Four State Branches, as follows: South Carolina, Montana, West Virginia and Utah. 

Seventy-three City Central bodies, as follows: 


Canada, Ontario: Illinois (cont'd) : Kansas (cont'd) : 


Berlin, ensington, Chanute, 
London. ae Carmel, Girard, * 
. *rinceton, Independence. 
ee Springs Urbana and Champaign, Kentucky: 
Fort Collins, P _ West Frankfort. nai Mayfield, 
~ ndiana : Maine: 
srand Junction. Connorsville, Rumford Falls. 

Florida : Elwood, Massachusetts : 
Key West, Michigan City, Plymouth. 
Pensacola. Richmond, Michigan : 

Georgia : Washington, Boyne City, 
Augusta, Idaho : Flint. 
Columbus. Wallace. Mississippi : 

Illinois : Kansas : Gulfport, 
Hillsboro, Caney, Hattiesburg. 
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Missouri: New Pn koont's) : Peaneeeee : 
Saratoga Springs, angor. 
De Soto. Walden, South Carolina: 
Montana: White Plains. Spartanburg. 
Billings, : North Carolina: an, ee 
Carbon Courty, 7 eect ’ 
Great Fails, ’ Winston-Salem. Teague, 
Havre, Ohio: _ ‘Tyler. 
Helen. Athens i 
New York: a Washington: 
Albion and vicinity. Lima, ’ Tacoma. 
Hudson, Niles, West Virginia: 
Lancaster, Warren, Clarksburg, 
ronx, Wellston Grafton, 
Newburgh, klah oes Wisconsin: 
New Rochelle, Oklahoma : Janesville. 
Oswego, Bartlesville, Wyoming: 
Port Chester El Reno and vicinity. Cheyenne, 
Saranac Lake, Tulsa. Sheridan County. 
CHARTERS ISSUED, 1897-1908. 
In- De- 
an ae . Cen-| Trade | Federal 
YEAR. aang = State. | tral. | Unions. | Unions. | TOt@!- 
2 18 154 35 217 
0 12 129 53 203 
1 35 303 101 449 
5 96 484 250 849 
4 123 575 207 916 
6 127 598 279 1,024 
3 171 743 396 1,333 
5 99 179 149 443 
1 67 143 73 287 
4 53 167 87 317 
1 72 204 93 373 
4 7 100 55 234 
104 2 36 946 3,779 1,771 6,645 
|, ee eee ere Se at how Hb SNR MR wR 6 oeearai brace es conewen we 
POS 66: s:o sinew ones Lcmapae CTR S PP ER CT ee ee ee Mie ow 
Central... i... Ppa SEWN E< Kh SA aW WES SCRERSARKMARO ESSA SO OeRe sie wes scocces TO 
Federal Labor Union.............. cee ecceeecoeee Coe eeeesesesoecces : 55 
Kocal Trade Unions. cccscicsccccvcecse's eT ee ee PESTER eS 100 


ee ee er ny Tee ee eee te 


CHARTERS REVOKED, SUSPENDED, DISBANDED AND JOINED INTERNATIONAL 
UNIONS. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS.—SvuspenpDep, 2. Glass Snappers’ National Protecthe 
Association; Amalgamated Window Glass Workers of America. 


CENTRAL BODIES.—DIseanvDepD, 23. SUSPENDED, 27. 


LOCAL TRADE UNIONS.—Revokep, 1. DISBANDED, 43. SUSPENDED, 120. JoINED 
INTERNATIONALS, 3. 





FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS.—DIsBANpDeD, 26. SuSpPENDED, 69. JOINED INTHRNA«- 
TIONALS, 3. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 47 


MEMBERSHIP. 


To more forcibly bring to the attention of the delegates the remarkable growth in the 
membership during the past nine years, I have prepared the following table, showing the 
voting strength of the affiliated unions of the American Federation of Labor for the years 
1900 up to and including 1908. This table is based upon the average membership reported 
or paid upon to the American Federation of Labor by affiliated organizations : 
















































































ORGANIZATION. 1900. | 1901. | 1902. | 1903.) 1904. | 1905. | 1906. » 1907. | 1908, 
Minter (oe ee | 

Actors’ National Pypeetve Union. 3 5 11 11 11 11 11 11 
Allied Metal Mech. Int 2 45 61 113 70 a a a a 
Bakers and Confectioners’ “International. ° 45 64 102 154 162 120 106 110 105 
Barbers’ National Oniol........00ssseee---++ . 69 116 160 | 208 236 | 227 231 341 255 
) ty ere + Recenvees Rscunnamestanieasan ; 10 13 14 14 14 14 
Blacksmiths, International Brotherhood of...... 15 | 35 43 70 105 100 &2 93 100 
Boilermakers and Iron Shipbuilders........ 51 ve 95 178 190 134 128 157 152 
Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union............... 47 RS 146 | 297} 320] 320] 321 320 | 320 
Bookbinders, International Brotherhood of.... 36 53 70 81 65 66 68 89 7 
Bottle Blowers’ Asso. of U. S. and Canada..... 42 47 59 61 66 70 73 80 
Brewery Workmen, National Union........ a 183 | 235] 291 300 | 305} 340 | 360 * 400 
Brickmakers’ Alliance, National...... 14 17 41 55 7 41 64 43 
Broommakers’ Union, Internationa - 4 8 9 11 11 10 10 9 8 
Brushmakers’ International Uniom................000.)..cccccc./eceeeeees foceeseees|eceeeees 7 7 5 5 4 
Building Employes of America, Int. Union of...|.........}..... ea 8 * * * * 
Carpenters and Joiners, Amalgamated........... 26 32 45 50 48 43 58 81 
Carpenters and Joiners, United Bro. of........... 400 | 800 | 1090 | 1554 | 1432 | 1637 1929 | 1796 
Carriage and Wagon Workers............ sites 25 31 49 55 32 31 15 
Carvers’ Union, International Wood................. 20 23 24 21 16 16 16 13 
Car Workers, International Association of......}........ 10 24 128 102 50 49 50 44 
SE, We I inns nentivcntincsencsnsrevoevesanepasscycnaesens SRIERS SRST ee 55 44 36 42 58 73 
Chaimmakers’ National Union..... 2 4 6 6 f 6 
Cigarmakers’ International Union 321 | 339] 347] 383 | 405 | 414] 301] 399] 400 
Cierks, Order of Railway 5 | | ee t t t t 
Clerks’ International Protective Asso., Retail..| 200 | 250] 300] 500| 500/ 500] 500] 500! 500 
Clerks, National PostofMce ............cccccccsccccsscee:[ cescecee|sesccecesfesees Po Sh Aree —— ; 12 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers, United................0[00.000-}occ 20 bs) 29 26 21 23 13 
Clothingmakers, Special Order of.. oe) EROS af 60 * * * * * * 
Commercial Telegraphers....................cc:000000- Saeahauliinn <ukaoie 10 20 20 20 35 19 
Compressed Air Workers’ Union, Internationa! , a, Sees Sees 12 12 1: 13 13 
Coopers’ International Union....... 38 49 7 72 71 5€ 5d 53 49 
Coremakers’ International Union... i 12 12 | SS b b b b 6 
Curtain Operatives, Amalgamated Lace....... 4 4 5 5 6 7 x s 8 
Cutting Die and Cutter Makers’ Int’! Union..... |........ RR SEE FY SE 3 3 3 3 
Electrical Workers, International Bro........ . 48 43 115} 183] 210} 210] 210 302 | 321 
UME COME OO Wii centiics censesssesececsésissesessnces: Ircecscess brenvesens frasaenete 21 22 22 22 2 25 
Engineers, National Union of Steam... ...... 27 48 65 | 142] 176] 175 | 175] 175] 168 
Engineers, Amalgamated Society of............ 18 18 19 * bs « *, * 
Engineers, National Bro. of Coal Hoisting...... 7 10 8/ 9 * * * * * 
Firemen, International Bro. of Stationary.... 24 41 62; 143; 180; 122; 123 125; 173 
Fishermen's National Protec. Ass'n, LObSte?...}.........).......2.[ecceceees[eceeeeces|eseeeceee[eseeceees ae 6 6 
Freight Handlers and Warehousemen............. 7 33 34 32 63 7 
Flour and Cereal Mill Emplovyes............... os 21 9 7 7 8 
Foundry Employes, International Bro. of......... 19 10 10 10 7 
Fur Workers, International Association of...... és niiens Rakediieiictogteiane mnianes 3 4 4 4 4 
Furnace Workers and Smelters of America....|.... 14 9 15 15 15 ++ tt tt 
Garment Workers of America, United........... vi 4 | 243) 457] 457] 319) 240] 334) 439 
Glass Workers’ Union, Flint.................... | 80 72 71 aad ad + + ** “* 
Glass Flatteners’ Asso. of N. A., Window... | RE REM ROY t t + t t 
Glass Workers’ International Asso. Amal.. ‘ 2 3 7 20 17 17 16 14 12 
Ghass Workers of America, Amal. Window.....}.........).0000... | ccccceeefeseeeeces|eseeeeeee| soeeeeees 8 61 - 
Glass House Employes’ International Asso......).........)...0.....)..c...00e 6 6 3 2 tt tt 
Glass Snappers, Window. ................005 Beat 9 11 12 10 6 * 
COO WU ON MINI ois u's vince scavacccnisaacdedscacsasexe 30 20 11 8 8 8 
Gold Beaters’ Protective Union, National......).........).... 3 3 3 3 3 5 5 
Grinders’ National Union, Table Knife........... 2 2 » 3 3 3 3 3 3 
Grinders and Finishers, Pocket Knife Blade....|..... Paees| Seenrigy foeeeres SPaee 2 3 3 3 
Granite Cutters’ National Union ia 59 70 &2 4 99; 103} 113 | 126] 130 
Hatters of North America, United 60 73 80 85 85 &5 85 85 85 
Heat. Frost. General Insulators, and Asbestos..|.........|.cccce-}occcccsee[eseeeeees 7 3 5 5 
Hod Carriers and Building Laborers...............2..|cc..000-|cccccccefeceeeeees 83 85 7 50 7 112 
Horseshoers of United States and Canada.. 28 44 2 42 41 44 61 
Hotel and Restaurant Employes 191 391 | 494] 387 | 345] 363 | 386 
Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers’ Amal. Asso. 150} 150} 135 100} 100] 100] 100 
Iron Workers. Bridge and Struce., Intl. A 160} 115 100} 100] 100] 100 
Jewelry Workers’ International................. 10 24 24 7 4 6 4 
Ladies’ Garment Workers, International.. 21 30 2 18 13 23 16 
Lathers, Intl. Union of W. W. and Metal.. 23 44 59 43 40 40 58 
Leather Workers on Horse Goods......... 42 48 46 40 40 40 40 
Leather Workers of America, Amal.. 22 36 25 10 10 10 8 
Lithographers’ Intl. P. and B. Assn fons begutuakouhydceiines tatuacsias casstbat Ride tan alle Resees 30 22 11 
Longshoremen’s Association, International... 347 | 400; 50 78 | 240] 320) 315 





Machinists’ Union of Ameriea, International... 
Machine Printers and Color Mixers 


























4 

i | 500 | 560] 621 
| 
| 
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ORGANTZAI0N. 1900. | 1901. | 1902. | 1903. | 1904. | 1905. | 1906. | 1907. } 1908. 











Maintenance of Way Employes, Intl. Bro. of... 
















Marble Workers, International ——- of.. 12 19 17 20 22 
Mattress, Spring and Bedding Workers............ 15 15 tt vad tt 

Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen..... 253 | 344 62 50 53 63 ‘ 
Metal Workers’ Intl. Asso. Amal. Sheet. : 66 126] 153 130 | 129 153 161 ia 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, and Platers, ete........./ 50]/ 56] 84] 128] 128] 103] 109] 100] 100 ; 
Metal Workers, International Union, United.. 10 21 43 87 96 t t 

Mine Workers of America, United... | 1010 | 1891 | 1854 | 217. 77 | 2619 | 2379 | 2549 | 2525 & 
Mine Mgrs. and Assts. Mutual Aid Asso.. sicnicieel weeacues 4 4 ie 


Mineral Mine Workers, United........... . 5 4 : 7 a ” ” oh ** 
Moulders’ Union of N. A., Iron..... 150} 150] 259) 300] 800] 3800] 450] 500}| 500 
Musicians, American Federation of... 62 &1 97] 140] 220] 308] 354] 375] 375 
Oil and Gas Well Workers’ Union, Intl. 4 

Painters of America, Brotherhood of.. 


SOR EP, 


3 4 
280} 348) 536] 607 | 542) 555 . 648 
9 









per Box Workers, International Union of. hekabnstefoensnncoefh=nvesaae Rete: 12 7 t a 
Papermakers, United Brotherhood of....... 4 18 41 107 88 35 31 43 & 
Patternmakers’ Mational League........... | 2 23 23 29 37 36 40 50 55 ¢ 
Pavers and Rammermen, Intl. _— __ OS OnOnER Seineteey, Sererkee. Wer sears 10 12 15 15 
Paving Cutters’ Union of U.S. A......... 3 1 2 9 12 1 15 18 20 
Photo-Engravers’ Union of N. A., ii oe cide thieamane 17 22 22 28 29 
Piano and Organ Workers’ Union... om : 65 99 90 80 50 50. % 
PROCS’ AGBOCIBUION ..........:0s0ss000ssasessorvocresseseseesess M 5 * ° * * * . 
Pilots’ Association of the Great Lakes, Lake... 65 sssubavdcces as bibdiaphinlesakensen 10 t t 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters. Steam Fitters, ete......... 152} 165] 150] 150] 160] 180 


Potters, Stome Walre..............0.0...c:csesssseseseees ies tt tt tt tt tt tt 
Powder and High Explosive Workers.............. ey (eee 4 7 7 5 6 5 5 
Potters, National Brotherhood of Operative...| 22 29 49 61 58 56 56 58 59 

c 


Potters’ National Union of America..................Jecceeeccefeceeccccufeeeeceees [eseeecees c 
Printing Pressmen, Internationai...... J 

Printers, Plate of U.S. A., sentcennaan 7 9 2 
Print Cutters... sieckdbueedlcavctencdestietas 3 3 4 4 4 4 
Printers. Machine Textile... : 

Quarry workers, International. 
Railway Clerks 
Railway Employes’ Amal. Asso. ‘ 4 320 

Railway Expressman.....................ccsssssssssssseeeees baxseccsistsocacsbioaunene 14 3 tt tt tt tt B 
Roofers, Comp. Damp and Waterproof Wk'rs.. ses sécadsdl cecusvigal sovecasvsienowneie 10 10 iS 
BRIE WU RMIONG ...o.ecocsscnsassissesessecccavesess .sessses sdieniesans 10 2 1 t t t ; 
Saw Smiths’ Union of America... 0 aes. ea 
Seamen's Union of America, Intl R 3 
Shingle Weavers. ......................ceec0e | ee 



























Shipwrights, Joiners, and Calkers... 24 20 19 16. ¢ 
Shirt, Waist, and Laundry Workers.. 80 65 46 55 31 40 
Slate and Tile Workers... 5 7 6 5 6 
Slate Workers.......... 8 8 9 18 30 27 
Spinners’ Associatio 25 25 22 22 22 22 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers.. * * * 54 55 56. 





Stee) Pilate Transferrers’ Asso. of America....}.........).000000..Jecceecce- seebucisibincasapaisvennctes 1 1 1 
Stereotypersand Electrotypers Union of N. A : 18 21 24 28 28 29 31 
Stone Cutters’ Association, Journeymen.........|......... RG) SES EE. sabi sare | Sekeaayav E> eveonaie 85 83 
Stove Mounters’ International Union..... 16 16 17 15 15 15 14 


Switchmen’s Union of North America.............)......00:)eccccceee [eseeecses[esseceees | ceseesees|esssseees 81 92 93 
ae + | 

Tailors’ Union of America, Journeymen.... 5 
Teamsters, International Brotherhood of.. 













Telegraphers, Order of Railroad......... J 80 80 80 95 150 | 150] 150] 150] 150 
Textile Workers of America, Unite ; 34 27) 106] 150] 105 | 100} 100 114 129 
Theatrical Stage Employes, National.. 30 38 44 45 50 55 60 62 
Tile Layers and Helpers. Intl. Union. 4 7 11 14 17 14 19 21 19 
Tin Plate Workers, Intl. Protective... 21 20 21 18 16 14 14 14 14 
oS ae eee sneahniiss jedtaasiebebesnl 2 2 2 2 1 2 
Tobacco Workers’ Union of America............. 60 43 41 52 56 54 55 51 46 
Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty, Intl.. 3 3 5 16 15 13 9 4 5 
Tube Workers of United States and Canada... |...) 5 15 15 +t +t tt tt 
Typographical Union, International................. 329 | 365 | 393 | 485] 467 | 467] 4388] 428 | 440 
Upholsterers, International Union of... ues 13 13 13 25 30 28 26 26 





Watch Case Engravers, International. 


Watch Case Makers, Infernational. | eee Bee oe ad d ad ad Ss 
Weavers, Elastic Goring... ................. ; 3 2 | 1 1 1 1 1 
Wire Weavers’ Protective. American. 2 2 | 2 3 § 3 3 3 


Woodsmen and Saw Mill Workers..... TE nee 
Wood Workers, Amalgamated..... | 2201 161 184 | 27% 283 | 200] 150 93 4 












































a 218 324 425 549 569 601 538 574 
Loeals ............. .| 349 469 678 828 553 | 1046 759 713 616 
SERCO PANIC. ..sivcesivcesiessseccosdsasesovassesssase 16 21) 27 29 82 34 36 37 38 
Total vote of Unions....................+ 5737 8: 240 ‘ona 15238 |17363 |16338 | 15621 |16425 |16892 
*Charter revoked. tSuspended for non-payment of per capita tax. tt Disbanded. § 


a@ Merged with Machinists. 6 Merged with Molders. ¢......... WF dssveasee ** Withdrew. es 
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REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


BENEFITS PAID TO MEMBERS BY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DURING 
THE PAST YEAR. 






























































































Death | - 
“ wan — Death benetits Sick | Traveling Too) in- Unem- fk 
ORGANIZATIONS. benetits. | members’ | benefits. benetits. surance, ploy ed fi 
wives, | benetits. 3 
RIND cccpcrcasscataveusicerhehinsnsdicsine’s $600 00 | aie $400 00 $200 00 $600 00 
Bakers ‘ 900 00 |...... “fF 2") aweeniona 
Barbers 21,000 00 |...... 40,824 68 
SN EIS ie Ca CEE atte Cosa ane 
Boiler Makers. a 1,150 00 |...... yi 
Bookbinders .................. veee{ 8.250 00 OS: 3 
Boot and Shoe Workers... | 13.425 00 440 68 
Brick, Tileand Terra Cotta Wkrs | 350 00 
Bridge and Structurallron Wkrs.| 16.700 00 
Broommakers. | 400 00 
Carpenters, Brotherhood. 246.607 09 . je fe 
Carpenters, Amalgamated ........| 2.492 00 |... a ae ari 4,589 28 | "30.202 88 
cag octet eke. ‘capcecyainny ; 1,800 00 |...... ; (RON RIN — } een 
Car Workers si 100 00 MOR ee eters | ne MeO en ee 
Chainmakers ies s 800 00 “7.900 00 
Cigarmakers 173.505 67 | 50,063 86 |. 60,000 00 
a PR cokes coasixesdavab bisesestekrasmeaadd Boesescaraasults 
Commercial Telegrap a EPO E CTS, MAES | DEI 
Compressed Air Workers “700 00 
PRC PP RNEMIEW OR NORGE... 25, | BOOP OE Nassnseoessevsises | suceccsescasnivseal «sssovescorveoverel cecuseenwesececcePedvasacceccccsecce 
Cutting Die and Cutter Makers... 
Electrical Workers. ie 
Engravers, Watch Case. + 194 00 |.. 
Foundry Employe 750 O00 |... 2 
Freight Handler oo RS, TORE i 
Fur Workers... . : cubs at} SOE: DR RNET KES, Nee Wien Ris 
Glass Bottle Blowers................... 53,000 00 |... 
Glass Workers, Amalgamated.... 5) REE S| EEE URE, Rais 
Granite Cutters..................cs000008 24,416 75 |. 
Grinders, Table mate “| MMI T yxsdacavndslbeselb hs sspsndusvesveisechssikeseisesveoeeeh <avneroisaeee ites oe en 
BIRGUCSS.......s00ccccereeccees wf 54 897 75 
EE MORPTBOTG......0..0000000000-000erceceeceee a RIESE ERAT |) CER AER, RN NDR REA. |. Te cared hig 
Hoteland Restaurant Employes.| 26,150 00 |.... 
Iron and Steel Workers............. | RS SEE REE 
Jewelry Workers............. wr 225 00 
oe x ccncus ss sidexinieis cousasaiecavei’ SA Se, SEP RAT | 
Leather WorkersonHorseGoods| 3.275 00 
I ie cicnndsinauivncans<nbvansagene 51.900 00 |... 
Maintenance of Way Employes.. 7,500 00 |... 
Meat Cutters and Butch. Wkmn. 1,500 00 
Metal Polishers vs 3,850 00 
Metal Workers, Sheet.. BN ee _ _ ) ES, PEREIRA Rs (RRR Ie! (MEIOSIS mise eern an 
Molders, Iron.............. es 72.769 25 
Painters.............. 58. ie | AO SOG GS 1 «BROOD |, occ ccniicsiecsclavecsevasxccosasselcces 
Pattern Makers 2.700 1,118 05 |... 
Paving Cutters... 2,100 00 
Photo -Engravers... 1,500 00 
Print Cutters........... 1.050 00 
Printing Pressmen.. a! A IR RRS NRE ie Ries ae 
Quarry Workers... 1.200 00 at 
Railroad Telegrap | ES TEES Maman * 
Railway Employes, Street. 18,100 00 Ritts, ne 
Roofers, Composition..................|...2.... mae 30 00 in 
Shipwrights............. 1.200 00 Joey 
Spinners.................. cece I IDG os ii svscsniiscnckcferccssssocevacaes 
Slate and Tile Roofers................. 1,300 00 
Stereotrypers and Electrotypers.. 1,740 00 }.... 
Stove Mounters...................:..0005 1,700 00 |.. 
Switchmen....... 4, | i Ree 
Tailors................ 11.272 75 |. 
Tobacco Workers. 1.500 00 |. 
Typographical Union. 38,650 00 is eeesestaalc inst Gaevcatl sovccsteocl ati aiadnavaercn Rea ree ees % 
Weavers, Elastic Goring.. ona 100 00 }.... [= eee ad 
Weavers, Wire.............cssesecee 600 00 }......... cece RN EW Bea vaseaehevccccniebssdsvosessisecasesaaeeinau aves 
EN en eee eee 1,257,244 29 | $31,390 00 | $593,541 34 | $51,093 86 | $5,871 63 | $205,254 31 
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INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Actors.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Differences with 3 firms compromised, benefiting 
125 men. Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Cost of 
strikes, $400. Death benefits, $600; sick benefits, $400; traveling benefits, $200; unem- 
ployed’ benefits, $600. Donations to other unions, $1,500. 

Asbestos Workers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 467. Number 
of strikes, 4; won, 2; compromised, 1; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 193; 
benefited, 115; not benefited, 78. An average gain in wages of 25 cents per day. Gains 
in other respects: Union shop. Better wages, shorter hours and better working condi- 
tions are improvements secured for the members of the organization in the past ten 
years. 

Bakers and Confectioners.—Charters issued, 28; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 458. 
Number of strikes, 10. Number of persons involved, 300. Cost of strikes, $7,895. 
Death benefits for the year 1907, $900; sick benefits for the year 1907, $4,615.92. 
Material improvement in the conditions of the members have been accomplished in 
the past ten years—hours of labor reduced from 18 to 10, 9 and 8, 

Barbers.—Charters issued, 43; surrendered, 19. Gain in membership, 592. Number of strikes, 
3; won, 3. Number of persons involved, 512; benefited, 512. Average reduction of 
hours of labor, 2 per week. .Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully 
resisted. Death benefits, $21,000; sick benefits, $40,824.68. 

Bill Posters.—Charters surrendered, 1. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 1; 
won, 1. Number of persons involved, 12; benefited, 12. Average gain in wages 50 
cents per day. No reductions in wages in the past year. Cost of strikes, $400. 
Gradual improvement in the conditions of the members in the past ten years, resulting 
beneficially to the entire membersbinv. 

Blacksmiths.—Cbarters issued, 12; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 8; won, 2; compro- 
mised, 3; lost, 2; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,000; benefited, 500; not 
benefited, 500. Unemployed benefits, $10,000. Better wages, better sanitary conditions, 
and trade agreements fostering better mutual feeling. 

Boiler Makers.—Charters issued, 31; charters surrendered, 48. Number of strikes, 11; won, 
1; compromised, 1; lost, 5; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 1,901; benefited, 
147; 619 affected in the strikes compromised ; 229 involved in the strikes now pending. 
Offers of reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Cost of strikes. $23,- 
421.71. Death benefits, $1,150. ligher wages, shorter hours and better conditions 
are among the improvements in the conditions of the members in the past ten years. 

Bockbinders.—Charters issued, 8. Strike for the eight-hour day throughout the trade was 
inaugurated October 1, 1907, and it has been successful to the extent of 85 per cent. 
550 members still on strike to make the effort entirely successful. Cost of strike, 
$165,508.95. Death benefits, $8,250. 

Boot and Shoe Workers.—Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 24. Gain in membership, 3,533. 
Number of strikes, 2; won, 2. Number of persons involved, 171; benefited, 171. Some 
increases in wages have been secured in union stamp factories, without strike. Offers 
of reductions in wages in the past year were in every instance successfully resisted. 
Cost of strikes, $2,256.72. Death benefits, $13,425; sick benefits, $76,665.68 ; disability 
benefits, $775. $1.00 to $5.00 per week increase in wages and hours reduced in 50 per 
cent of the union factories, are among the advantages secured in the past ten years. 
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Brewery Workers.—Charters issued, 16; surrendered, 3. Number of strikes, 6; won, 5; 
compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 12.500; benefited, 12,200; not benefited, 
300. Cost of strikes, $117,500. Increase of wages for 368 locals, with reduction in 
hours, secured without strike. No reduction in wages in the past year. Donations 
to other unions, $12,480. In the past ten years wages have increased 50 per cent, 
and a reduction in hours of between 2 and 4 per day. 

Bridge and Structural Iron Workers.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 1. Offers of reduc- 
tions in wages have been successfully resisted in the past year. Some locals have se- 
cured increases in wages and better conditions without strike. Death benefits, $16,700. 
Remarkable improvement in wages and hours of the members in the past ten years. 

Brick, Tile and Terra Cotta Workers.—Charters issued, 6; and 1 local reorganized. Reduc- 
tion in wages in one city. Death benefits, $350. 

Broom Makers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. Number 
of persons involved, 6; benefited, 6. 3 per cent average gain in wages per day. No 
reduction in hours. Donations to other unions, $100. The organization has increased 
wages about five per cent in the past ten years. 

Brushmakers.—No report. 

Carpenters, Brotherhood.—Charters issued, 144; surrendered, 167. Number of strikes, 125; 
won, 25; compromised, 90; lost, 3; pending, 7. Cost of strikes, $69,967.30. Death 
benefits, $246,607.09. Death benefits, members’ wives, $15,850. 

Carpenters, Amalgamated.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Cost of strikes and lockouts, 
$6,618.86. Unemployed benefits, $30,202.82; sick benefits, $10,316.05; death benefits, 
$2,492; accident benefits, $525; tool insurance, $4,589.28; superannuation benefits, 
$6,820.95. Assistance to members and other trades, $2,650. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers.—No report. 

Car Workers.—Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 17. Number of strikes, 2. Number of per- 
sons involved, 350. Cost of strikes, $1,000. Death benefits, $100. Remarkable im- 
provement in conditions of members in the past ten years, 

Carvers, Wood:—Death benefits, $1,800; tool insurance, $135.30. Donations to other unions, 
$85.00. 

Cement Workers.—Charters issued, 9. Surrendered, 20. Gain in membership, 3,000. 

Chain Makers.—Number of strikes, 1; lost. Number of persons involved, 329; not benefited, 
329. Cost of strikes, $1,200. Resistance to offers in reductions resulted in compro- 
mise. Traveling benefits, $800; unemployed benefits, $1,900. Donations to other 
unions, $230. 

Cigar Makers.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 11. Gain in membership, 200. Number of 
strikes, 68; final reports have been received in but 36; won, 22; compromised, 5; lost, 
9. Number of persons involved, 3,426; benefited, 1,055; not benefited, 170. 13 strikes 
were against reductions in wages, 6 were successful, 1 compromised and 1 lost. Death 
benefits, $203,500; sick benefits, $173,505.67; traveling benefits, $50,063.86; unem- 
ployed benefits, $60,000. As a result of the improvement in the conditions of the 
members, brought about by the organization, death rate from tuberculosis has been 
reduced 15 per cent and length of life increased 6 per cent in males and 8 per cent 
in wives of members. . 

Clerks, Retail.— Death benefits, $5,075; sick benefits, $15,925. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 5. Number of strikes, 30; 
won, 17; lost, 13. Number of persons involved, 344; benefited, 183; not benefited, 
161. All strikes were against attempted reductions. Cost of strikes, $10,593. 

Commercial Telegraphers.—Charters surrendered, 10. Increase of $1.60 to $2.50 per week 
affecting about 200 members was gained without strike. Death benefits, $3,150. 

Compressed Air Workers.—Death benefits, $1,400; sick benefits, $700; uncmployed benefits, 
$450. Donations to other unions, $300. As a result of the efforts of the organization 
in the past ten years wages have been increased $1.25 a day, and a reduction from 30 
pounds to 25 pounds pressure for eight hours. 

Coopers.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 13. Number of strikes, 20; won, 11; compro- 
mised, 2; lost, 7. Number.of persons involved, 410; benefited, 110; not benefited, 300. 
An average of 5 per cent per member gain in wages per day; 1 per cent reduction in 
hours of labor. Cost of strikes, $2,500. Resisted proposed reductions in seven cities, 
and not over thirty members throughout the country were-forced to accept reductions. 
Increase of 20 per cent in wages and reduction of one hour in the working day are 
amcng the improvements in the conditions of the members secured in the past ten 
years. 
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Curtain Operatives, Lace.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 2; won, 
1; number of persons involved, 11; benefited 11; 19 in pending strike. Death benefits, 
$3,050. 

Cutting Die and Cutter Makers.—Death benefits, $50. 

Electrical Workers.—Charters issued, 58; surrendered, 26. Gain in membership, 8,327. Death 
benefits, $9,500. 

Elevator Constructors.—Charters issued, 3. Number of strikes, 1; compromised. Number of 
persons involved, 200; benefited, 300. 25 cents average gain in wages per member per 
day. Cost of strikes, $7,645.15. Forty per cent increase in wages and reduction of two 
hours per day are improvements secured in the past ten years. 

Engineers, Steam.—Charters issued, 27; surrendered, 22. Number of strikes, 23. Proposed 
reductions in wages have been successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $10,965.19. In- 
creased wages, better hours and better working conditions are improvements secured 
in the past ten years. 

Engravers, Watch Case.—About 5 per cent per member per day average gain in wages. 
Shorter hours and 5 per cent increase gained without strike. Death benefits, $60; sick 
benefits, $194. Donations to other unions, $46. 

Firemen, Stationary.—Charters issued, 11; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 3,000. Num- 
ber of strikes, 4; won, 3; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 1,400; bene- 
fited, 1,400. 5 per cent average gain wages per member per day. Cost of strikes, $3,- 
526. Proposed reductions were successfully resisted. 85 per cent of the trade now 
have the eight-hour day, whereas all worked 12 hours ten years ago. 

Fitters, Steam.—No report. 

Flour and Cereal.—No report. 

Foundry Employes.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 9. No reductions in wages in the past 
year. Death benefits, $750; sick benefits, $821. Donations to other unions, $87. In 
the past ten years the 9-hour work day has been secured, and wages tncreased from 
$1.10 to $2.20 per day. 

Freight Handlers.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 2,190. Satur- 
‘day half holiday for railway clerks was secured without strike. Reduction in wages in 
one instance only. Proposed reductions in three cities were successfully resisted. 
Death benefits, $3,000; tool insurance, $29. In the past ten years wages have been 
increased 33 1-3 per cent,. hours of labor shortened 28 per cent and general working 
conditions improved. 

Fur Workers.—Death benefits, $200. Donations to other unions, $30. 

Garment Workers, United.—Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 30. Gain in membership, 5,000. 
Number of strikes, 71; won, 50; compromised, 20; lost, 1. Number of persons in- 
volved, 8,000; benefited, 7,890; not benefited, 110. Cost of strikes, $5,000. Donations 
to other unions, $50.00. Shorter hours and increase in wages are among improvements 
secured in the past ten years. 

Garment Workers, Ladies.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 11. Number of strikes, 57; won, 
30; compromised, 8; lost, 19. Number of persons involved, 1,563, benefited, 760; not 
benefited, 803. 7 per cent average gain per member per day in wages. Cost of strikes, 
$5,479.04. 

Glass Bottle Blowers.-—Number of new locals, 6; number reorganized, 4. Gain in member- 
ship, 700. After a struggle of eighteen years, a settlement was effected with the 
More-Jonas Glass Co., of Bridgeton, N. J., and this plant in future will operate under 
the rules and regulations of this Association. Number of persons benefited, 144 skilled 
mechanics and 400 outside of the skilled men. Proposed reduction in wages was suc- 
cessfully resisted. Death benefits, $53,000; unemployed benefits, $4,000. Donations to 
other unions, $700. 

3lass Workers, Amal.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 7. Number of strikes, 1; lost, 1. 
Number of persons involved, 47; not benefited, 47. Cost of strikes, $2,529.70. One 
union reduced working hours to 9 per day, without strike. Wages reduced 5 per cent 
in one city, affecting 125 men. Death benefits, $625.70. Donations to other unions, 
$300. Wages increased 10 per cent; hours reduced from 9 to 8 in the past ten years. 

Glove Workers.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 1. Number of strikes, 1; lost. 40 persons 
involved. Cost of strike, $200. Advantages gained without strike: Agreements signed 
with five manufacturers with increase in wages ranging from 5 to 15 per cent. No 
reductions in wages in the past year. The benefits accruing from the organization in 
tbe past ten years are 25 per cent increase in wages, Saturday half holiday, machine 
rent abolisned, charges for needles abolished and generally improved conditions. 
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Gold Beaters.—No report. f 

Granite Cutters.—Charters issued, 8; surrendered, 2 (jobs finished). Number of strikes, 34; 
won, 15; compromised, 19. Number of persons involved, 6,500; benefited, 6,500. 4,325 
men gained 5 per cent increase in wages. Gains in other respects: further extension 
of plan of settlements without strikes. Cost of strikes, $150,000. No reductions in 
wages in the past year. Death benefits, $24,416.75. Donations to other unions, $2,- 
678.75. Among the benefits accruing as a result of the organization in the past ten 
years are the universal reduction of work day to 8 hours in 1900 and increase in 
wages of 25 per cent. 

Grinders, Pocket Knife Blade.—Number of strikes, 1; won. Number of persons involved, 20. 
benefited, 20. Cost of strike, $66.00. Successful in resisting reduction in wages. Do- 
nations to other unions, $49.00. As a result of the organization the conditions of the 
members have been steadily improving in every way. 

Grinders, Table Knife.—Death benefits, $750. Conditions of the members improved in every 
way as a result of the efforts of the organization. 

Hatters.—Proposed reductions were successfully resisted. Death benefits, $54,897.75. Un- 
employed benefits, $9,200. Donations to other unioas, $7,500. 75 per cent improve- 
ment in conditions of members in the past ten years. 

Hod Carriers.—Charters issued, 52; charters surrendered, 14. Gain in membership, 776. 
Number of strikes, 2; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 400; not benefited, 400. 
Cost of strikes, $500. Death benefits, $3,450. Donations to other unions, $100. Im- 
provements in conditions of members in the past ten years: Reduction of hours from 
10 to 8; gain in wages from 15 cents to 25 cents, and 40 cents per hour. 

Horseshoers.—Charters issucd, 20; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 1,000. Number of 
strikes, 4; won, 4. Number of persons involved, 200; benefited, 200. 250 men secured 
gain in wages. Cost of strikes, $4,000. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Reduction in hours and increases in wages ranging from 25 cents to $1.00 per day 
have been secured in the past ten years. 

Hotel and Restaurant.—Number of charters issued, 114; surrendered, 53. Number of strikes, 
17; won, 16. ‘Number of persons involved, 12,248; benefited, 12,230; not benefited, 18. 
In several cities secured ten-hour day for members who had formerly worked on an 
average of 12% hours per day. Gains in other respects: Improvement in sanitary 
conditions. Cost of strikes, $10,870.30. All proposed reductions in wages were suc- 
cessfully resisted except in one case. Death benefits, $26,150. Sick benefits, $24,- 
508.48. Donations to other unions, $2,367. 

Iron and Steel Workers.—Charters issued, 6; surrendered, 13. Number of strikes, 2, pending, 
against reduction in wages. Number of persons involved, 500. Cost of strikes, $29,- 
260.68. Death benefits, $5,800. Donations to other unions, $250. f 

Jewelry Workers.—Charters surrendered, 1. Death benefits, $225. Sick benefits, $134. Do- 
nations to other unions, $215. Improvements in conditions of members in the past 
ten years. Hours reduced from 10 to 9 and pay for overtime. 

Lathers.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 22. Number of strikes, 5; won, 5. Number of 
persons involved, 500. All reductions were successfully resisted except in two cases. 
Death bencfits, $5,650. Wages have increased 150 per cent in the past ten years. 

Laundry Workers.—Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 1,000. In some 
instances higher wages and shorter hours were secured without strike. Several at- 
tempts were made to reduce wages, but the organization successfully resisted them 
without strike. In the past ten years there has been an average increase in wages of 
50 per cent and a shortening of the working hours from 5 to 20 per week. 

Leather Workers, Amalgamated.—Number of strikes, 1; lost. Number of persons involved and 
not benefited, 11. Some increases in wages through agreements with firms have been 
gained without strike. Reductions in wages in one case. Cost of strikes, $205. The 
abolishment of the contract system is an important achievement of the organization, 
among the other advantages secured in the past ten years. 

Leather Workers on Horse Goods.—Charters issucd 3; surrendered, 6. Gain in membership, 
300. Number of strikes, 5; won, 1; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 55. 
Number of persons benefited, all. Reductions in wages were attempted, but success- 
fully resisted. Cost of strikes, $2,370. Death benefits, $3,275. Sick benefits, $10,340. 
Donations to other unions, $845.00. The organization has materially benefited the 


members. 
Lithographers.—No report. 
Lobster Kl ishermen. harters issued, 7; surrendered, 4. Gain in membership, 400. Number 
of strikes, 2; won, 1; compromised, 
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Longshoremen.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 20. Attempts to reduce wages were suc- 
cessfully resisted. Donations to other unions, $301.45. Increase in wages of about 
30 per cent, and reduction of hours from 13 to 11 are among the achievements of the 
organization in the past ten years. 

Machine Printers.—No report. 


Machinists.—Charters issued, 34; surrendered, 22. Gain in membership, 6,000. Number of 
strikes, 49; won, 20; compromised, 6; lost, 2; balance pending. Number of persons 
involved, 8,000; benefited 20,000. No reduction in wages in the past year, attempts 
having been successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $389,094.50. Death benefits, $51,- 
900. Reduced hours, increased wages and improved shop conditions are among im- 
provements secured by the organization in the past ten years. 

Maintenance of Way Employes.—Charters issued, 166; surrendered, 5. Attempts to reduce 
wages were successfully resisted. Death benefits, $7,500. Satisfactory improvement 
in the conditions of the members in the past ten years. 

Marble Workers.—Charters issued, 9; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 150. Number of 
strikes, 4; won, 2; compromised, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 200; 
benefited, 175; not benefited, 25. Gains: More general recognition of the union. Cost 
of strikes, $300. Improvements secured in the past ten years: Better conditions in 
buildings, eight-hour day now generally recognized in branches working in buildings and 
in the shops in large cities. 

Meat Cutters.—Charters issued, 14; surrendered, 10. Gain in membership, 600. Number of 
strikes, 3; pending. Number of persons involved, 400. Cust of strikes, $1,200. At- 
tempts to reduce wages were successfully resisted. Death benefits, $1,500. Donations 
to other unions, $250. Reduction of hours, increase in wages and better conditions 
have been secured in the past ten years. 

Metal Polishers.—Charters issued, 21; surrendered, 18. Number of strikes, 25; won, 15; com- 
promised, 6; lost, 4. Number of persons involved, 900; benefited, 750; not benefited, 
150. 25 to 50 cents per day gains in wages, and successfully resisted increase in hours. 
Gains in other respects: Better sanitary condition. Cost of strikes, $18,199.50. Death 
“benefits, $3,850. Improvements in the past ten years; wages increased about 50 per 
cent, hours shortened from one to two per day, and better sanitary conditions in fac- 
tories. 

Metal Workers, Sheet.—Charters ‘issued, 24; surrendered, 6. Number of strikes, 6; won, 3; 
compromised, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 200. Attempts to reduce wages 
were successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $6,200. Death benefits, $14,100. 

Mine Workers.—Charters issued, 228; surrendered, 172. Strikes in five States, 3 still pend- 
ing; 2 lost. Number of persons involved, 30,000; not benefited, 30,000. Cost of 
strikes, $621,635.58. Advantages gained without strike: Agreements renewed for 
350,000 men. Average advance in wages about 50 per cent and corresponding improve- 
ment in working conditions in the past ten years. 

Molders.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 23. Number of strikes, 25; won, 5; lost, 3; pend- 
ing, 17. Number of persons involved, 630; benefited, 95; not benefited, 28. The or- 
ganization has been able to hold its own despite the depression. Offers of reduction 
have been successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $240,537.29. Death benefits, $72,- 
769.25. Sick benefits, $186,881.20. Unemployed benefits, $68,503.49. 

Musicians.—Charters issued, 50; surrendered, 10. Marked improvement in conditions of 
members in the past ten years. 

Painters and Decorators.—Charters issued, 108. Death benefits, $58,413. Death benefits 
members’ wives, $10,100. Sick benefits, $5,425. 

Paper Makers.—Charters issued, 19; surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 1,500. Number of 
strikes, 3; won, 2; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 3,500; benefited, 100. 
3,000 members on strike against reduction in wages. Other proposed reductions in 
wages were successfully resisted. Cost of strikes, $48,000. Wages have been increased 
2V per cent and working hours reduced 25 per cent in the past ten years. 

Pattern Makers.—Charters issued, 6; number of strikes, 20; won, 7; pending, 13. Persons 
involved, 100; benefited, 25. All strikes were inaugurated to resist reduction in wages 
and other attempts on the part of employers to change conditions on account of the 
depression. Cost of strikes, $11,553.21. Death benefits, $2,700. Sick benefits, $6,- 

892.79. Tool insurance, $1,118,05. Donations to other unions, $100. Some of the 

locals pay out-of-work benefit, the New York lecal alone paying $36,000 fer this pur- 

pose. 
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Pavers and«Rammermen.—Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 5. Strikes, 1; lost, 1. Number 
of persons involved, 300; not benefited, 300. Cost of strikes, $75.00. Higher wages 
and reduuction of hours generally since the organization was established. 

Paving Cutters.—Charters issued, 17; surrendered, 3. Gain in membership, 384. Number of 
strikes, 6; won, 3; compromised, 2; lost, 1. Number of persons involved, 113; bene- 
fited, 92; not benefited, 21. An average gain of 7 cents per member per day. Reduc- 
tion in wages in one instance. Cost of strikes, $1,531. Death benefits, $2,100. In 
the past ten years the organization has effected a uniform reduction of hours from 10 
to 9, and latterly the adoption of the eight-hour day by about 50 per cent of the 
members. 

Photo-Engravers.—Charters issued, 100. Gain in membership, 100. Number of strikes, 2; 
pending. Cost of strikes, $786.75. Death benefits, $1,500. 

Piano and Organ Workers.—No report. 

Plate Printers.—Gain in membership, 25. Number of strikes, 1. Persons involved, 6. Cost 
of strikes, $250. Attempts to reduce wages have been successfully resisted. Donations 
to other unions, $200. Better wages, shorter hours and more constant employment are 
results of the organization. 

Plumbers.—Charters issued, 150; surrendered, 35. Gain in membership, 1,000. 

Post Office Clerks.—Charters issued, 18. Gain in membership, 1,500. 

Potters, Operative.—Charters issued, 1. Gain in membership, 118. No reductions in wages in 
the past year. Donations to other unions, $118.04. 

Powder and High Explosive Workers.—No report. 

Print Cutters.—No reduction in wages in the past year. Death benefits, $1,050. Donations 
to other unions, $304. 

Printing Pressmen.—Charters issued, 32; surrendered, 13. Gain in membership, 940. Num- 
ber of strikes, 31; won, 5; compromised, 2; pending, 24. Number of persons involved, 
1,152. Fifty cents average gain in wages per member per day. Eight-hour day secured 
in 174 cities in the past year without strike. Attempts to reduce wages were success- 
fully resisted. Cost of strikes, $3,450. Death benefits, $13,000. Donations to other 
unions, $1,800. 

Quarry Workers.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 5. Gain in membership, 400. Number of 
strikes, 25; pending, 3; won, 22. Number of persons involved, 2,800; benefited, 25. 
Eight cents per member per day average gain in wages. Cost of strikes, $14,379. 
Death benefits, $1,200. Higher wages, shorter aours and better equipment and condi- 
tions have been secured by the organization since established. 

Railroad Telegraphers.—Attempts to reduce wages were successfully resisted. Death benefits, 
$89,150. 

Railway Employes, Street.—Charters issued, 27; surrendered, 24. Number of strikes, 18; won, 
5; compromised, 6; lost, 3; pending, 4. Number of persons involved, 5,257; benefited, 
500. Gain in wages of two cents per hour secured for 500 members. 25,000 men 
secured an average increase of one-half cent per hour, and there was a reduction in 
wages of one-half cent an hour affecting 2,000 men. Cost of strikes, $56,- 
907.92. Death benefits, $18,100. Sick benefits, $15,225.55. Donations to other unions, 
$4,485.53. The organization has secured for its members in the past ten years an 
average of two hours per day decrease, and an increase of five cents per hour in wages. 

Roofers, Composition.—Charters issued, 1; surrendered, 3. Number of strikes, 1; won, 1. 
Number of persons involved, 40; benefited, 40. No reduction in wages in the past 
year, attempts having been successfully resisted. Donations to other unions, $75. 40 
per cent improvement in the conditions of the members in the past ten years. 

Sawsmiths.—No report. 

Seamen.—Improvements in conditions and wages and enactment of legislation secured through 
the efforts of the organization. 

Shingle Weavers.—Number of charters issued, 1; surrendered, 2. Wages were reduced in two 
localities, all other attempts were successfullv resisted. 

Shipwrights.— Charters issued, 7; surrendered, 6. Number of strikes, 1; number of persons 
involved, 11. Reduction in wages in one instance. Death benefits, $1,200. General 
increase in wages and shorter hours in past ten years. 

Slate and Tile Roofers.—Charters surrendered, 2. Death benefits, $1,300. 

Slate Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 1. Wages increased from $2.50 to $3.50 per 
day, and hours reduced from 10 to 9, are among the achievements of the organization 

fer its members since established. 
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Spinners.—Death benefits, $3,000. Death benefits members’ wives, $1,200. Unemployed bene- 
fits, $20,000. Donations to other unions, $800. 

Stage Employes, Theatrical.—Charters issued, 29; surrendered, 1. Gain in membrship, 1,000. 
Number of strikes, 7; won, 6; compromised, 1. Number of persons involved, 500; bene- 
fited, 500. 15 to 25 per cent average gain in wages per member per day. Increase in 
wages in 20 cities effected without strike. No reductions in wages in the past year. 
Cost of strikes, $2,500. 

Steel Plate Transferrers.—Gain in membership, 3. Organization in satisfactory status at 
present. 

Stereotypers and Electrotypers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 2. Gain in membership, 
378. In Cincinnati an effort has been pending since 1905 to establish the eight-hour 
day for the Electrotypers, and this year it finally went into general effect in that city. 
The Electrotypers of New York have been on strike for the eight-hour day; all mem- 
bers of this branch now employed are working on this basis, and but few members are 
out of employment. Cost of strikes, $5,265.34. Death benefits, $1,740. Continual 
improvement in wages and conditions. 

Stone Cutters.—Ne report. 

Stove Mounters.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 3. Number of strikes, 30; won, 5; com- 
promised, 5; lost, 10. Number of persons involved, 663. Cost of strikes, $15,596. 
Death benefits, $1,700. 

Switchmen.—Gain in membership, 8,292. Death benefits, $135,600. 

Tailors.—Charters issued, 18; surrendered, 8. Number of strikes, 21; won, 12; compromised, 
4; lost, 5. Number of persons involved, 400. Cost of strikes, $78,613.85. Increase of 
prices for two thousand members gained without strike. No reduction in wages in the 
past year. Death benefits, $11,272.75. Sick benefits (law went into effect January 1, 
1908), $11,004.22. 

Teamsters.—Charters issued, 99; surrendered, 91. Gain in membership, 1,000. Number of 
strikes, 42; won, 31; compromised, 11. Number of persons involved, 1,600. Benefited, 
1,600. 17% cents average gain in wages per member per day. Cost of strikes, $10,- 
726. Attempts to reduce wages were successfully resisted. 

Textile Workers.—Charters issued, 29; surrendered, 31. Number of strikes, 3; won, 1; com- 
promised, 1; pending, 1. Number of persons involved, 850. Cost of strikes, $10,000. 

Tile Layers and Helpers.—Charters issued, 2; surrendered, 2. Number of strikes, 3; com- 
promised, 1; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 350. Benefited, 100; not benefited, 
250. No reductions in wages 7 the past year. Cost of strikes, $5,009. 

Tin Plate Workers.—Charters issued, This organization has increased wages and shortened 
the hours of 95 per cent of a members from 12 to 8. 

Tip Printers.—Donations to other unions, $25. 

Tobacco Workers.—Charters issued, 3; surrendered, 3. Successful in maintaining during the 
past year the conditions previously secured. Death benetits, $1,500. Sick benefits, 
$7,181. Hours reduced, wages increased in union shops and conditions generally im- 
proved since organization was installed. 

Travelers’ Goods and Leather Novelty Workers.—Charters issued, 4; surrendered, 3. Number 
of strikes, 2; lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 120; not benefited, 120. An average 
reduction in the hours of labor of 20 minutes per member per day. No reduction in 
wages in the past year. Cost of strikes, $400. Donations to other unions, $55. Con- 
ditions of the members have been improved 25 per cent in the past ten years. 

Typographical Union (June 1, 1907, to May 31, 1908).—Charters issued, 51; surrendered, 8. 
Increases in wages were secured, through new wage scales in 83 cities. Strike bene- 
fits and special assistance to locals, $567,775.97. Death benefits, $38,650. Donations 
to other unions, $1,075. In March, 1905, the eight-hour day prevailed in the jurisdic- 
tion of only 79 unions. As a result of the general strike which was inaugurated in 
August, 1905, the eight-hour day is now in force in the jurisdiction of 565 locals. 

Upholsterers.—Charters issued, 10; surrendered, 3. Number of strikes, 4; compromised, 2; 
lost, 2. Number of persons involved, 129; benefited, 76; not benefited, 53. Cost of 
strikes, $3,500. Reduction of ours and increase of wages secured through the organ- 
ization in the past ten years. 

Weavers, Goring.—Death benefits, $100. Unemployed benefits, $398. Donations to other 


unions, $27. 
Weavers, Wire.—Gain in membership, 14. Number of strikes, 1; pending. Number of per- 


sons involved, 17 journeymen and 5 apprentices. No reduction in wages in the past 
year. Cost of strike. $665.15. Death benefits, $600. Sick benefits, $856.10. Donations 
to other unions, $175. 
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Woodsmen and Saw Mill Workers.—Charters issued, 5; surrendered, 13. One lockout, eom- 
promised, and wage scale restored, benefiting 62 persons. 
Wood Workers.—No report. 


ORGANIZERS. 
The following list of organizers, who were engaged in various States under salaries from 
the American Federation of Labor, shows that there has been expended for organizing work t 
during the past twelve months $59,820.81. Of this amount $1,742.91 was paid to district or y 
volunteer organizers in sums ranging from $5 to $50 for organizing local trade or federal labor 
unions, and adjusting strikes and grievances of local unions affiliated directly or indirectly 
with the American Federation of Labor. 

























-aom Wuenen 7 Amount 
NAME OF ORGANIZER. SravE WHEREIN WorK Was DONgs. received, 
New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Connecticut........ 

2 a ag ae Robinson. ‘| West Virginia, Pennsyivania, Ohio, New York, Indiana. ‘| Shee b+ 

3. Stuart Reid Re none Maine, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New 4 
phe res A re eecceee 2.210 00 

7 NEN 525 oro ius ce B's 6:4 16,0, SNES OL RAS AT OE ALOK 7 
é aoe eee. eet Kansas, Oklahoma, TexasS...........000. ce eeeees seeeee ose p+ 
6. Jas. Leonard Louisiana, Alabama, OdI0 ........ eee eee ee ee eee eee 2550 00 
q , foung.....-. en RS eee ee 2'550 00 
2A Kictt. |: Canada, New York, Nova Scotia.........cceccesescece 2'500 00 

9. E. T. Flood....... Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, indiana, | : 
a big haa ARE apis acvlg WS GthreLk rib Wah ern eae ene wre Wars Balers oom 2.500 00 

10. J. Tazelaar New York, New_ Jersey, Massachusetts, Ohio, Illinois, ‘ 
Renee cna ee Pennsylvania, Missouri, Maine, New Hampshire. . 2.500 00 

11. Cal Wyatt...... Vermont, Pennsylvania,’ West’ Virginia, New  York,| _ 
tae aT Hon ero ah eee ee 2.450 00 
2. FE. R. Wright..... ,| Illinois, Indiana, Mississippi, Louisiana........... ceevel 2400 00 
13. J. D. Pierce....... Ohio, Kansas, New York, Massachusetts, Illinois........ | 2220 00 
14. M. G. Hamilton. Iowa, Missouri, Colorado, Indiana, New York, Illinois...| 2850 00 
15. H. L. Fichelberger. Maryland, Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois............. | 29250 00 
16. W. FE. Hahbn....... Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, New York............++6. | 2.200 00 

17. Jas. E. —. yey New York, Massachusetts, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Indiana,| 

Tilinois, Missouri. .....ccccccccscccccvecseesececes | 2.200 00 
18. S. Iglesias........ Porto RicO ......ceecvesccccceseescce esse cccscccces | 1.741 50 
19. A. B. Holder...... Pennsylvania, Illinois, Ohio, New York........... re ae | 1.450 00 
20. G. J. Schneider. Minnesota, Wisconsin ....cccccccccccccccccvcscccccee | 1,431 72 
21. F. H. McCarthy....| Massachusetts ............ steal eGlb Siar ae iwlaiy wii lno-sle .-| 11908 @5 
Bae OO, Witeparrick,...| WMO icc. c ccc cece rcccsecwstesretoorescoveseeses 1,200 00 
23. G. B. Howley..... IN so o-5 6 e:t0 d 4b: ORME RWADRERES OED OD prrre re 998 94 
24. Herman Ross..... SP PORUOTIVOMIR 6 0 iis 60's.00.6.6.005:0:5:60. 000 cbt access tenses 862 47 
25. S. H. Gray........ ED 6.6605 6s ote eek a wons eee Cees OARS URES ME 659 RO 
26. Annie Fitzgerald. Co SA SAS ren re i Sine WS ei Read Chere wae 5R2 63 
27. Peter Hanraty..... ee Serr rrr Tyre ere Tree ee Be ere” 512 20 
28. W. E. Terry...... rr er rer ee irre yee 500 00 
29. S. A. Bramlette. IS SE ep AEE OY ee A TE ee 468 12 
80. T. F. Tracy....... New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Maryland............- 400 00 
31. W. J. Boyle PRUBBVIGRTID. ono. c 0:6 0000 900000 0 66.600 b.6 o60 9b KO 0.66 e608 353 75 
82. D. W. Finn....... rrr re re ee te et re 306 81 
33. H. Berghane. BN Mg an -o:6.0:0 ¥.0.6.6.6. 5 0.06S.06EKOCTSEESED EE OED BS ODE 801 75 
34. G. A. Hally....... Wyoming . Bee 300 70 
35. R. E. Croskey..... Colorado .. 270 00 
36. R. L. Harper...... PIOTIGR. ccccascs 230 45 
37. Cornelius Ford....| New Jersey .......-- 168 43 
38. A. Rosenberg...... Ce ee ae os 125 00 
39. A. E. Ireland...... Pennsylvania .......ccecscccees cecus 120 17 
40. F. J. Clennan...... TO TEER icin ore ore en te DST ROS Re 120 00 
EE A ee ee | ee rie 97 80 
42. J. L. Rodicer....... Pennsylvania, New York 71 65 
So A EN SS i aaa ee eee eek 69 00 
44. Nathan Sodeskon.. | Massachusetts ........00eeeeeeeeeeee (v0 66S ene eee es 65 10 
45. W. D. Ryan....... BIOOID, oversee creesdenesoes Terrcr ere eee 006 bees 59 11 
46. Jacobs & Bowen...| Massachusetts ......cccccccccccccseccscccssecs ene 56 &5 
47. Daniel Mulkern....| MassachusettS .......cccccccccccecsceces eevee’ Jee 54 10 
48. L. H. Moore...... Te eee are rn SekeKew es Terry te os 5O 60 
WN, Oe, MOMMONWFOR., PPUOTRE ois cris cicceed cet acseccevs sive $w inc 6:60: wine-e: 50 00 
50. Charles Peetz...... ES ee ee eer ee ee 50 00 
Paid to District Organizers in amounts less than $50.. 1,742 91 
59,820 81 
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AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 
The AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST for the fiscal year shows a balance of $72.57 to its 
eredit over expenses. ‘The receipts from ail sources are $20,722.41; the expenses, $20,649.84. 
I herewith submit statement of expenses, itemized and subdivided, for the past twelve 
months. 









RECEIPTS. 
Advertisements, subscriptions, etc..........e.000. Coe eee eer cece ee eeeeecccecceee cSa0, 722.41 
Attorney fees... .sccces 84 75 
Commissions ......... 8,668 15 
CUts. . .cccccccccecscccccsccccccccces . Peerescccee . . . 20 70 
Hauling. ....ssecccccsece . ea ews 2415 
Printing FeEDERATIONIST “ee 8,251 64 
UPI Ls CEID sc ce cee canes teens weeds 60 60 





BOONE MUMMERS KEE SECs SREEESr 6 Ceol a hemeee Uueeate en ate kee wae 563 00 
NIU co hom hee vee ence SeeEeaweLedeecccedenncecesacdaves 2,239 89 
Contributions... .ccecvsces Ne awsecewebewees UDEO Ce OREO CONES RS Camden wre meee 108 00 
Printing and supplies..... Moe rey oe ‘ 222 D4 
R. G. Dunn & Company... .. Wie o Canee mene eaeeeenas ‘ Wee acne 75 00 
Postage pound rate........... JHEuEPRRRENE CARE ame as eee chahicciwe 325 02 
Commissions on subscriptionS.....cccccccccscccccccece . ‘ 700 
$20,649 84 
RECAPITULATION. 

MCN disor cvktedéceenee dubs eadeeaeecee denna ceeuks meTeT TT Te TT eee Ck 
POs 6.66 © VG.6 656.0 CAE CEREORCUS b4AGE60bS c4tdncecan dacs Otecécdesecesccadnewan 20,649 84 
OE CR PACCMINs  isik a Menein US eee ws sa dade eeeeete Sew eniceed eoewenaaeen 7257 


The following are the receipts and expenses of the AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST since it 
was first issued: 














Year. Receipts. | Expenses.| Surplus. Deficit. 
$2.418 30 | $2,684 66 J... $266 36 
3.184 21 2.675 98 | Sey 
1.917 61 4 > 182 47 
3.40. 39 | 3.09487] 313 52 Jo. 
2.287 &3 253 92 
3,171 00 862 19 
4.1¢2 05 
10,498 22 402 32 
17,170 70 8.235 76 


27.7°8 43 
32.639 89 
25.726 57 
25.912 87 . 

25,310 56 23.560 70 1,749 &6 
20,722 41 20,649 84 72 




















AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR HEADQUARTERS. 
The following statement shows that during the twelve months ending Setember 30, 
1908, there has been issued from headquarters an average of 1,419 letters, circular letters and 
packages per day, as follows: 









Packages of supplies forwarded by Express and Post......... LETC TI CT OC 2.943 
Packages of literature and miscellaneous supplies for organizers and others........ 181,011 
Official and circular letters in two-cent envelopes........c.ccccccccccccccccace -- 56,562 
Circulars and circular letters in one-cent envelopes.............- pega eeeduaenaad - 195,327 

TOU cs kawrecuewereauyewks gicslecrnca Wawa ceuNeereeeeoaetasert a: ceecees 435,843 


LOCAL TRADE AND FEDERAL LABOR UNIONS. 

On September 30th of this year we had 583 local trade and federal labor unions in good 
standing, and a Defense Fund of $105,282.09 to protect the members of these unions in case 
of strike or lockout. Many strikes that would have cost the American Federation of Labor 
many thousands of dollars were averted during the past year through the assistance of 
organizers of the American Federation of Labor in adjusting the differences and securing 
conditions desired by the unions. 
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DEFENSE FUND. 


GS 


It is gratifying v4 notice the gradual increase of the Defense Fund since its inaugura 


tion in 1902, as follows 


ay SEERETCE CEE CLT CREE TERE ORT. be 
oe fe CEOCCEOHOTOSCSO SE CESS O HOC Cee ORF we 49,663 40 
PE. sibs KckGEESSAEROK OED KEDCO MEE SOS ORES S 33,722 55 
1905. CELE ODS SOO 006E5. 455.005 08 06.00% -. 16,966 63 
Ses béseees LEAMChREDACE DS SDT WOR WSle OOO KS 15.556 02 
_., Sree rer te a eee ae ets 17,143 65 
BIOs vs 56 9.56508. 0d eS Kced 00m rer rr re 14,327 20 
$167,802 45 
RECAPITULATION. 

NR nda d ie he eS KES OMS EROS AS AGED SSS ORUD RRR RA 
NOES 6.66555 se ables a Ue ou ass TTT TTL TTT TTT TT 
Balance on hand September 30, 1908............... 


Receipts. 


Balance on 
Expenses. hand. 
EERE $ 20,423 00 
$6,690 00 63,396 40 
15,972 00 81,146 95 


94,916 40 
96,829 02 
103,078 89 


12’ 124 bo 105,282 09 





$62,520 36 

+++ +$167,802 45 
sees 62,520 36 
- $105,282 09 


eens eee eee 


The following is an itemized statement of amounts received from and paid to our Local 
Unions giving average membership, number of weeks’ benefit, and the amount received by each 





organization : 

RECEIPTS. 
Receipts........ eee re se ew waninkte Wk Rivka ReK 6c deces bcewes epee OO 

EXPENSES. 

Average 
membership. Weeks, Amount. 

Cigar Factory Tobacco Strippers, No. 8156, Boston, Mass.. 117 10 4,712 00 
Meter Makers, No. 11250, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. J 44 16 2,832 00 
Clay Miners, No. 8503, St. ROGER, Mis 6.5.0.5. ws orcs 00 4 8 2,368 00 
Rubber Workers, No. 12420, Lambertville, New Jersey. ey 29+ 10 1,184 00 
J. & S. Case Makers, No. 10448, New York City........... 72 576 00 
Moccasin & Moccasin S!ipper Workers, No. 12283. 5 ag Me. 94 10 368 00 
United Neckwear Cutters, No. 69389, New York City, N. Y.... 3+ 84 0 





Ss Nass casera SS Le te SS Le juenaxeed ceceeeeeeeee$12,124 00 
RECAPITULATION, 
Balance on hand in Defense Fund, October 1, 1907............... $103,078 4 
Received in Defense Fund.. eececesescces 6Hbe. RUM EAERS OW RRR ES 14,327 
— $117,406 09 
Paid out of Defense Fund........ Te Tere TTT ACen Reais Cease 12,124 00 
Balance in Defense Fund, October 1, 1908......... pee egereecoess $105,282 09 


There are now 


UNION LABELS. 


58 labels and ten cards issued by the 


have been indorsed by the American Federation of Labor: 


American Federation of Labor. 
Bakers and Confectioners. 
Boilermakers. 

Blacksmiths. 

Boot and Shoe Makers. 
Brewery Workmen. 
Brickmakers. 

Broommakers. 

Brushmakers. 

Carriage and Wagon Workers. 
Carvers, Wood. 

Cigarmakers. 

Cloth Hat and Cap Makers. 


Coopers. 
Engravers, Watch Case, 
Flour and Cereal Mill Em- 


plovees. 
Fur Workers. 
Garment Workers, United. 
Garment Workers, Ladies. 
Glass Workers. 
Glove Workers. 


Actors. 


Engineers, Steam. 


ORGANIZATIONS USING LABELS. 

Gold Beaters. 

Grinders’ and Finishers’ Pock- 
et Knife Blade, 

Hatters. 

Horseshoers. 

Jewelry Workers. 

Lathers. 

Leather Workers. 


following organizations, which 


Powder Workers. 

Pressmen, Printing. 

Print Cutters, 

Sawsmiths, 

Shingle Weavers. 

Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers. 

Slate Workers. 


Leather Workers on Horse Stove Mounters. 
Goods. Tailors. 
Machine Printers and Color Textile Workers. 
Mixers. Tip Printers, 
Machinists. Tobacco Workers, 
Marble Workers. Travelers’ Goods and Leath- 
Metal Polishers. er Novelty Workers 
Metal Workers, Sheet, Typographical. 
Moulders. Upholsterers, 
Painters. Weavers, Wire. 
Papermakers. Wood Workers. 
Photo-Engravers. Woodsmen and Sawmill 
Piano and Organ Workers. Workers. 
Plate Printers. 
ORGANIZATIONS USING CARDS. 
Firemen, Stationary. Musictans. 
Hotel & Restaurant Employees. Stage Employees, Theatrical, 
Meat Cutters and Butcher Teamsters. 
Workmen. 





|! 


had so as made 


~ EMTS AP. 


REE is 


RRP OR SRR IIS 
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The following crafts and callings are using the American Federation of Labor label: 
Badge and Lodge Paraphernalia Workers, Bottlers (Soda and Mineral Water), Coffee, Spice and 
Powder Workers, Nail (Horseshoe) Workers, Neckwear Cutters and Makers, Button Workers, 
Paper Box Makers, Suspender Makers, Garter, Arm Band and Hose Supporter Makers. 


P£é'D UP MEMBERSHIP. 

Notvithstanding trade disputes and the determined effort made by antagonistic associa- 
tions to prevent the organization of workers, the average paid-up membership of the American 
Federation of Labor has increased 47,915, and I believe with the enactment of remedial legis- 
lation and the efforts which the Federation will be able to put forth during the coming year, 
that a still more pronounced increase will be shown at its close. 

The following is the average paid up membership for the past twelve years: 

PRR ekwn 8 b-a6 CO See RENENES EDD KOCH CHER ER EA RECUR OOO MEN CEOS ee ean eaaeed 264 825 


seeeeeeee 1,586,885 


; LABOR REPRESENTATION COMMITTEE. 

Three appeals were issued to the local unions for funds to assist the Labor Represen- 
tation Committee to carry out the American [Federation of Labor political program. The 
officers of the local unions were directed to forward the appropriations to the Secretary of the 
American Federation of Labor. Full and complete report of the amounts received and dispo- 
sition of same will be made to the Executive Council, and an itemized statement of the re- 
ceipts and expenses will be printed and mailed to all unions and individuals who have con- 
tributed, secretaries of international organizations, and to any others desiring a copy, upon 
application for same, 


LABOR PRESS. 

Too much can not be said in favor of the labor press of this country. Just before 
concluding my report I desire to pay a tribute to the yeoman service performed for the labor 
movement by the labor papers of this country, particularly the weekly papers endorsed 
by the Central and State Bodies. Through them the representatives of organized labor 
have been enabled to express their views on all questions of interest to the membership. 
Notwithstanding the efforts that have been made to divert their attention from questions 
of the gravest importance to the general movement, they have remained faithful and have 
“hewed to the line, allowing the chips to fall where they may.” 

With such a record it is not surprising that the efforts of labor editors are becoming 
more and more appreciated by the great membership of organized labor, and the desire 
to assist, in every way possible, the success of the bona fide labor papers has materially 
increased during the past few years. 


CORRECTION. 

I desire to rectify an error which exists in the printed proceedings of the Norfolk Con- 
vention, in the report of the roll call vote on the appeal from the decision of Chairman 
O'Connell, taken by Delegate T. L. Lewis, on the resolution introduced by the latter, while 
the case of the Flint Glass Workers was under discussion. The names of Delegate John J. 
Manning, of the Laundry Workers (51 votes), and Delegate James P. Archibald, of the 
Painters (124 votes), should appear in the list of those voting to sustain the decision of the 
Chair. 

The votes of the two delegates named were included in the total of the “AYE” vote, 
6,881, as printed on page 328 of the proceedings. The error is in the omission of their names 
from the list of those voting “AYE.” 

A verified analysis of this vote shows the following results: 

IN FAVOR of the decision of Chairman O'Connell............eeeeeeecees 
AGAINST the decision of Chairman O’Comnell............cccececccccccceces 
oo Bi. Se errr rr re rrr ituceuuenaena 


Total vote of the Norfolk Convention..... Kcanes ceececccececosensoccoccccss chee 
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I therefore recommend that the Secretary be authorized to make a note in the pre- 
eeedings of this Convention in regard to the omission of these names, in order that there may 
be a record of the correction. 


In addition I might add that it was not until within the last few weeks that the 
omission mentioned above was brought to my attention. President Rowe in his report 
to the American Flint Glass Workers’ Convention called attention to the vote, and it was 
as a result of this tuat it reached me. I immediately made a careful analysis of the vote 
and discovered that while the number of “AYE” votes cast and reported to the Convention was 
correct, the two names mentioned above were omitted. I met Mr. Manning and called his 
attention to the error. It was my intention to formally write to both delegates relative 
to the omission, but in the meantime received communications from theni in regard to same 
as follows: 

“Troy, N. Y., October 18, 1908, 
“Mr. FRANK MORRISON, Secretary, 


american Federation of Labor 
23-425 G street, Washington, Doe. 

Dear SIR AND BROTHER: In looking through the proceedings of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor held at Norfolk, Va., last year, page 323, I pote that my name 
has been omitted from the list published as Seniae to sustain the decisiou of President Pre 
neal Connell, when this decision was appealed from by Delegate Lewis, of the United Mine 

orkers. 

“As I voted to sustain the decision of Brother O'Connell, I desire, if it is possible, that 
something be done before or during the coming Convention to correct this error. 

“rusting this matter will receive your early consideration, I am, with kindest regards 
and best wishes, fraternally yours, 

“JoHN J. MANNING, 
“New York City, October 24, 1908. 
“Mr. FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, American Federation of Labor, 
423 G street N. W., Washington. D. C. 

“My Dear Morrison’: Brother James Dunn, of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association 
of America, has just done me the honor of calling upon me, and in the course of conversation 
about things in general I was surprised to learn that some doubt was shed upon the manner 
in which the vote of the Brotherhood of Painters was cast, sustaining the decision of Vice- 
President O'Connell in the matter of the contest between the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union and the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association, at Nortolk Convention of the A. of 

“I wish to say most positively that I was present, and out of my own mouth cast the 
vote which I was entitled to cast as the representative of the Brotherhood of Painters, Dece- 
rators and Paper Hangers of America. 

“Should it be necessary, I am prepared to make affidavit to the above effect. 


“Yours truly, JAMES P, ARCHIBALD,” 
IN CONCLUSION. 


With the termination of this year I have served as Secretary of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor for twelve years. During that time I have had the gratification of watching 
the American Federation of Labor add 1,522,060 members to its grand total. To be an officer 
of an organization during the period of such great success is in itself something to be ever 
remembered with the keenest of appreciation, and, under its stimulating influence, I desire at 
this particular time to extend to the delegates here assembled, to the officers and members of 
affiliated unions, and the organizers of the Federation, my sincerest appreciation of their ser- 
vices anu assistance during the past year, and more particularly for their prompt response to 
the requests made to them for information to enable me to carry on the work of the office in a 
satisfactory manner. I desire to thank my colleagues of the Executive Council for their 
earnest and valuable assistance which has enabled me to more readily meet the increasing 
duties devolving upon the Secretary of the Federation. 


Respectfully submitted, FRANK MORRISON 


Secretary American Federation of Labor. 
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TREASURER LENNON’S REPORT. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the Twenty-eighth Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor: 

GREETING: For a period of eighteen years I have been each year reporting to the 
Conventions of the A, F. of L. as its Treasurer. During that considerable period of time 
the trade union movement has encountered many obstacles, and in a large measure over- 
come them. The calamity howlers have always been in our midst, pointing out the near 
dissolution of the trade union movement. But in spite of all opposition, both from within 
and from without, and despite all discouragements offered, the trade union movement has 
steadily made progress. Improved conditions have been secured. Wages have been advanced. 
The intelligence of the workers has made wonderful progress, and the solidarity of our 
movement is greater now than at any time in the past history of organized labor on this 
continent. With this knowledge before us, there should be no gloom or discouragement as to 
the future. Obstacles will be met, but the trade union will meet them successfully. The 
pessimists, I suppose, will always remain with us; but their lamentations will not be suffi- 
ciently potent to retard the progress of organized labor. To the officers of the Federation, 
the officers of the national and international unions, and to the thousands of members of 
the local unions whem I have met during the past year, I want to extend to them, one and 
all, my regards, my appreciation of their kindness and consideration, and extend to them, one 
and all, my very best wishes for their individual well-being in the years which are to come. 
I herewith submit a statement of the income and expenses of the Federation for the year 
ending October 1, 1908: 














INCOME. EXPENSES. 
— of Secretary Morrison: Patay Wartanté: 
Oetatet OMe cis cay Redoute $19,168 53 1907. 
DEES TR. ce ocnvieepeee es 9,400 33 COG Be aid cee cxnv eens $16,554 04 
a a eee 32,757 13 i a, PEC T EET CT ee 13,666 75 
1908, 3 PN Bbc ds cccceenendess 17,019 89 
pO A en * 13,842 93 1908. 
POUPUNES: DOs cieccviexscoweceses 25,934 6 OIE, GIDy o5.6s.< cawaeauns Kes 18,802 19 
March 14,084 90 DONNIE. Fie wkec es conceeanees 17,913 32 
April 18,319 17 i A cre: Corer 15,203 90 
May 31 12,206 63 MD o's tc cudeiee hus cameuus 21,843 85 
June 30 4.537 45 Mn @ns¢saeeess candace venee 15,182 19 
July 31. C.J, BP Us. Sic rr 17,341 47 
August 3$1.. 14,452 67 July 31... 13,441 58 
COPE? GO. cc cccccsesccccs 23,049 22 August 31. 16,251 52 
— - HGRCRMEE SO aaa c 0 oics cccwsccse 13,716 66 
SOG. THOME. é.cccnc ccs eee $207, 655 23 ———_——— 
Balance October 1, 1907....... 125,910 02 Tota? CapORees. . occ c0e sss $196,937 36 
Total funds....... eee ee $3: 33,56 25 
NE RUE. csp cleat Wie CRS Ss Keb ee ries CODE WEES EMPRESS CO eKECC As mae anenen $333,565 25 
DeGwet tGkal CRMPOMPCDK 66c cc ccc ccc cd. scorer ceccewecciedeeesreruscvadcs Hes 196,937 36 
a, ee eee er errr rr ee re Tee $136, 627 89 
4 — = 
Open account State National Bank... . ccc cccvccccccccdsscctecccesccoccscce $20,890 65 
Six Certificates of Deposit MeLean County Bank. .....cccccccccccccscccscecs 30,000 00 
Two COME MOLE, HEME pe diaeas sxc cunlehccweueevaccwaras 10,000 00 
Two be - 4g German-American Bank ........+-+-++0- Perr rrr rr: 10,000 00 
Three 5 be ie Peoples’ Bank ......cccecccececcccccececcecccees 15,737 24 
Five = - i Third National Bam’... cccccvescccscsccccsccvese 25,000 00 
Four - e - State National Bank. ......cccccscccccccccccecces _ ae 00 
Im hands Of TYeASUTEr...... cc cccccccccccescccccseccccccesccccesceee _ $136. 627 89 
In hands of Secretary.......cccccccccccccscccccccesccccescccccccces 2,000 00 
Total fOMGS 2. ccccvevecscssecr TeTT TT Te rT Te weer . $138, 627 89 


Total funds handled during my incumbency as Treasurer, $1,782,943.19. 


Respect submitted 
OHN B. LENNON, 
Bloomington, Ill., October 1, 1908. Treasurer. 
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President Gompers announced the ap- 
pointment of the following committees: 


COMMITTEE ON RULES AND 
ORDER OF BUSINESS: Alvin C. 
Howes, A. B. Loebenberg, J. W. 
Morton, Henry H. Boettger, Charles 
Witt, J. Brais, Harry McCormack, 
George Powell, James H. Hatch, George 
K. Smith, J. J. Mockler, Frank Koralek, 
James McKinzie, Frank Detlef, J. J. 
Williams. 


COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S RE- 
PORT: P. J. McArdle, James A. Cable, 
W. B. Wilson, Andrew Furuseth, C. L. 
Baine, Owen Miller, P. O'Reilly, Thomas 
F. Tracy, Frank Keough, H. A. Stem- 
burgh, G. L. Berry, John Alpine, James 
J. Dunn, Charles T. Smith, Patrick 
Lynch. 


COMMITTEE ON SECRETARY’S RE- 


PORT: John Weber, Hugh Frayne, Wm. 
Q. Sullivan, John A. Murray, George T. 
Barry, Thomas Flynn, 


Dunn, Patrick T. 
W. M. Piggott, W. A. Chrisman, KE. T. 
Behrens, Gus A. Gass, G. L. Frazier, 
James Whittaker, W. E. Fuller, James 
J. Davis. 


COMMITTEE ON TREASURER'’S RE- 

PORT: Magnus, Sinclair, Harry _ S. 
Sharpe, Will R. Walter, Robert J. Rid- 
dell, A. P. Tighe, George Kuykendall, 
D. F. Manning, Carrie Parmer, E. F 
Hart, J. J. Dardis, Charles J. Bisen- 
ring, S. E. Heberling, William Shirk, 
John Sheret, A. J, Gallagher. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS: 
James Duncan, John A. Moffitt, D. D. 
Muleahy, John P. Frey, W. F. Cos- 
tello, George W. Savage, “"T. V. O’Connor, 
J. C. Shanessy, Jacob Tazelaar, Eugene 


Sarber, John s. Whalen, William Fyfe, 
Thomas S. Farrell, Herman Robinson, 
oO. P. Smith. 


COMMITTEE ON LAWS: John _ B. 
Lennon, John H. Walker, Robert A. Mc- 
Kee, Thomas A. Rickert, C. L. Shamp, 
David J. Davis, John Murtaugh, J. ; 
Skemp, John C. Johnston, M. O'Sullivan, 
Lee M. Hart, J. B. Dale, Harry P. Hoag, 
John Mangan, Thomas Van Lear, 


COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION: 
Max Morris, W. D. Mahon, I, W. 
Churchill, Arthur Huddell, Homer D. 
Call, wm. H. Frazier, Frank T. Hawley, 
W. D. Ryan, A. B. Grout, John J. Pfeif- 
fer, Roady Kenehan. Frank McCarthy, 
Geo. Bechtold, C. O. Young, P. H. Malloy. 


COMMITTEE ON LABELS: Jere L. 
Sullivan, Geo. R. French, Frank Noschang, 
Martin Lawlor, Max S. Hayes, Emmet T. 


Walls, Hugh Conway, E. Lewis Evans, 
Samuel Landers, John Sulliv an, D. 
Biggs, John J. Manning, Chris Kerker, 


Thomas McManus, George Morgan. 


COMMITTEE ON ADJUSTMENT 
James O’Connell, T. L. Lewis, B. ra 
Larger, James Ww ilson, H. B. Perham, 
Hugh Stevenson, D. A. Carey, Alex. Fair- 
grieve, James P. Maher, John Golden, 
Vv {. Klapetsky, Arnold B. MacStay, 
ro oe Sullivan, Hugh Robinson, John T. 
Smith. 


COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION: Jos. 
Valentine, Robert. S. Maloney, Chas. W. 
Fear, John A. Volf, Geo. D. Woodill, Emil 
Arnold, Anna McKee, Edward B. Goltra, 
Geo. McMartin, Agnes Nestor, Wm. J. 
Tracy, J. T. Johnston, Frederick Shane, 
Srnest Bohm, P. J. Richardson. 


ee TTEE ON STATE ORGANIZA- 

TION: Robert Glockling, James F. Kane, 
Timothy Healy, Santiago Iglesias, T. W. 
McCullough, Richard Braunschweig, M. J. 
O’Brien, P. C. Winn, J. H. Richards, Wm. 
J. McSorley, Joseph F. Winkler, Chas. A. 
Cullen, Thomas J. Duffy, P. F. McCar- 
thy, Alex. Doull. 


COMMITTEE ON LOCAL AND FED- 
ERATED BODIES: John Mitchell, Vic- 
tor, A. Olander, Wm. Tobin, John H. 
Brinkman, Percy Thomas, Arthur Muh- 
leman John Morrissey, A. F. Stark, John 
P. White, R. H. Curran, J. E. Quinn, 
R. E. Rollins, P. Maloney, H. P. Robin- 
son, Eugene Merz. 


COMMITTEE ON BU Soon ae 
TRADES: Wm D. Huber, C. 
Wheeler, James Cruickshank J. J. Sullt: 
van, Thos. E. Keough, Thomas Clark, 
Walter V. Price, Frank Feeney, John H. 
Barry. J. C. Balhorn, Chas. H. Leps, 
Mathew Comerford, Frank S. Byrne, 
D. D’Alessandro. 


COMMITTEE ON BOYCOTTS: Daniel 


J. Keefe, S. Botterill, A. C. Sanders, 
A. J. Kugler, Martin Goellnitz, Thomas 
Ritchey, Edward Stark, Samuel Ross, 
A. McAndrew, Jerome Jones, Cornelius 


Ford, T. V. Copeland, J. L. Allen, C. W. 
Woodman, Patrick J. Duffy. 


President Gompers announced that the 
names of the special committee provided 
for during the morning session and the 
names of two special committees to be 
recommended in the report of the Execu- 
tive Council would be announced later. 
He also announced that later another 
member of the Committee on Building 
Trades would be announced, the appoint- 
ment to be made from the organization 
of the Electrical Workers. 

Vice-President Morris announced that 
a special train would be provided on 
Wednesday, November 11, to take the 
delegates and visitors to Colorado Springs, 
and that the International Typographical 
Union would then take charge of the 
party and provide entertainment for them 
at the Union Printers’ Home, located 
there. He then moved that when the 
Convention adjourned on Tuesday even- 
ing it be to reconvene on Thursday 
morning. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lynch, International Typo- 
graphical Union—The citizens of Colo- 
rado Springs have provided carriages and 
automobiles for the trip around the citv. 
We will take charge of the party at the 
gates of the Union Printers’ Home. At 
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our last Convention, held in Boston in 
August, an appropriation was made to 
entertain this Convention at the Home. 
We wil take care of you while there and 
present each visitor with a souvenir of 
the Union Printers’ Home. I am quite 
confident if you go there, within two or 
three years there will be a large number 


of such homes scattered over this land 
as monuments to the benefits of trade 
unionism. 

The motion offered by Vice-President 
Morris was carried. 


The Convention was adjourned at 6:40 
to 9 a. m. Tuesday, November 10. 








SECOND DAY—Tuesday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 


9 a. m., Tuesday, November 10th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 
ABSENTEES: Kline, Huber, Sexton, 
Sanders, Richardson, Thomas, Winn, 
Costello, Williams, McSorley, Hart (E. 
F.), Price, Potter, O’Sullivan, Wilson 
(Jas.), Gallagher, Paravicini, Clark 
(CW. W.), Byrnes, Hawley, Powell, 


Walter (W. R.), Smith (W. J.), Davis (A.), 


Welch, Garrett, Maloney (P.); Hood, 
Strait, Moore, Peterson, Chavey, Witt, 
Peetz, Piggott, Chrisman, Hart (C. E.), 


Nutt, 

President Gompers—The 
Council is now ready to submit its re- 
port. You will find it a document deal- 
ing with a number of incidents and af- 
fairs of the labor movement of great 
importance. It must of necessity inter- 
est every one present. The Chair asks 
at the hands of the Convention the same 
attention the delegates gave yesterday 
when the reports of the President, Sec- 
retary and Treasurer were read. I have 
the pleasure of presenting to you Vice- 
President Duncan, who will read the re- 
port. 


Leonard (E. W.), Riddell. 


Executive 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
Denver, Colorado, Novy. 10, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Greeting—In conformity with the Con- 
stitution and practice, we herewith sub- 
mit to you a report upon some of the 
most important matters which the Ex- 
ecutive Council has considered during the 
year, and which may require still fur- 
ther consideration at your hands. 
During the year the Executive Council 
has held seven meetings at different 
times and places, as follows: 


Norfolk, Va., immediately after the ad- 
journment of the Norfolk Convention. 

At Headquarters in January. 

At Headquarters in March. 

At Chicago in June. 

At Denver in July. 


and Vice-Presidents Duncan 


At Headquarters in September, and one 
en route to and at Denver yesterday. 

A sub-committee of the Executive 
Council consisting of President Gompers 
and O’Con- 
hold meetings in 
purpose of 
matters of possi- 
New 


good re- 


nell was appointed to 
New York for the 
ing and adjusting many 
ble interest to the movement in 
York City vicinity. Many 
sults from that meeting were achieved. 
As has been the custom in the past, we 
shall continue to hold additional 
ings during the time of this Convention, 
but on account of the important work ot 
the Convention, we would that 


consider- 


and 


meet- 


suggest 


only matters of the utmost importance 
and of a pressing nature should be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council, which 


may require our immediate attention. 
All other matters will be taken up at our 
meeting which will be held immeaiately 
after the adjournment of this Convention. 

During the year President Gompers has 
submitted to the Executive Council, 
either by letter or telegram, 90 subjects 
dealing with various matters, some the 


most important of which we make part 

of this report. 

INTERNATIONAL UNIONS AFFILIA- 
TION. 


The reports of our President and Secre- 


tary give the status of the Federation. 
We have continued our efforts to bring 
the unaffiliated national and_ interna- 


tional unions into affiliation, members of 
tne Executive Council attending some of 


the Conventions, and letters to others 
having been written. 
The laws of the Federation recognize 


the priority of claims of affiliated or- 
ganizations over those of unaffiliated, yet 
we can not too strongly urge the inad- 
visability, or the unwisdom of any or- 
ganization interposing an unnecessary ob- 
jection to the affiliation of bona fide in- 
ternational unions, heretofore unaffili- 
ated. 
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BUILDING TRADES DEPARTMENT. 
In pursuance to the authority of the 
Norfolk Convention, which endorsed the 
organizing of the Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor, a Convention was held in Wash- 
ington in February, which was attended 
by the representatives from Building 
Trades Unions and an organization per- 
fected. 

Vice-President Duncan, as the repre- 


sentative of the American Federation of 


Labor, was in attendance upon and par- 
ticipated in the proceedings of the Con- 
vention, and aided much in the work 
there performed. 

The Convention adopted as part of the 
Constitution the authority to issue chart- 
ers to State Building Trades Councils, 
this against the advice of both Vice- 
Presidents Duncan and President Gomp- 
ers, the latter having addressed the Con- 
vention at its opening and later upon 
this subject. We refer to this matter be- 
cause it is at variance with the report 
of the Building Trades Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor, which 
was unanimously adopted at Norfolk. 
However, the Building Trades Depart- 
ment Convention incorporated a provision 
for the issuance of charters to State 
Building Trades Councils. 

When the application for a charter for 
the Building Trades Department was 
under consideration, we directed that 
charter be issued in conformity with the 
action of the Norfolk Convention, and 
decided to refer to this Convention the 
subject matter of the Building Trades 
Department issuing charters to State 
Building Trades Councils. The charter 
was issued March 20th, with the accom- 
panying letter of transmission: 


Office of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


Washington, D. C., March 26, 1908. 
Mr. William J, Spencer, Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Building Trades Department, 
American Federation of Labor, P. O. 
Box 7, Dayton, Ohio. 


Dear Sir and Brother: The application 
submitted by you and others on behalf 
of the Building Trades Department of 
the American Federation of Labor, for 
a certificate of affiliation, came duly to 
hand, and in compliance with the re- 
quest, and in conformity with the action 
of the Norfolk Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, we take pleas- 
ure in issuing the same. 


The action of the Norfolk Convention 
upon this subject was upon report and 
recommendation of a committee consti- 
tuted entirely of representatives of build- 
ing trades unions. The committee re- 
ported, having given the subject its 
earnest consideration, and expressed its 
belief to be that the form of building 
trades sections or alliances, whether lo- 
cal or national, should be under one head 
and in full affiliation to the American 
Federation of Labor. The committee 
recommended, and the Convention unani- 
mously adopted the recommendation, 
which was as follows: 

“That a department of building trades 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
created; said department to be chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor, to 
be composed of bona fide national and 
international building trades organiza- 
tions, duly chartered as such by _ the 
American Federation of Labor, and to 
be given autonomy over the building 
trades; with authority to issue charters 
to local building trades sections; said 
sections and central body to be affiliated 
to the American Federation of Labor, to 
be composed of bona fide local unions 
and recognized as such in the building 
trades. 

“We further recommend that all local 
unions of the Building Trades Section 
shall be affiliated with central bodies of 
the American Federation of Labor.” 

Permit me to extend to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor a hearty welcome in 
the ranks of our great trade union 
movement under the banner of the 
American Federation of Labor, and to 
take this opportunity of sincerely ex- 
pressing the hope that the Department 
may be entirely successful and fulfill 
the highest hopes and aspirations its 
most devoted adherents anticipate. For 
my colleagues and myself I can but give 
the assurance that we shall exert our 
every effort to aid wherever possible in 
the fulfillment of that purpose. 

You will not fail to bear in mind, nor 
perhaps is it necessary that I should do 
more than refer to the fact that the 
Building Trades Department is the de- 
velopment of the federated idea of the 
trade union movement in the several de- 
partments of industry, applied now to 
the Building Trades. Efforts in this di- 
rection were made by the Metal Trades, 
but owing to circumstances unnecessary 
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to enumerate, it failed of 
Since the formation of the Building 
Trades Department, the Metal Trades 
Department has been revived, and, in all 
likelihood, will be as closely allied and 
affiliated to the American Federation of 
Labor as is now the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

My only purpose in making reference 
to the matter here is to impress upon 
all whom it may concern that much of 
the future orderly development and 
growth of the trade union movement 
upon the lines of the Building Trades 
Department and the Metal Trades De- 
partment and such other departments of 
industry composed of national and in- 
ternational trade unions will depend 
upon not only the ability of the men 
entrusted with the administration of 
these departments, international and lo- 
cal, but particularly upon their devotion 
to the underlying principles of the trade 
union movement and the Federation of 
Labor of our continent; for upon the 
demonstration that departments of var- 
ious industries can be successfully con- 
ducted in full co-operation with each 
cther in federation, which recognizes 
the identity of the interests of labor; the 
interdependence of workmen, upon work- 
men, and that in the last analysis we 
have one purpose and one goal, we shall 
then disappoint enemies of our movement 
and bring hope, encouragement and suc- 
cess to our fellow workers, our fellow 


its purpose. 


unionists. 
In addition, let me say that it will 
prove conclusively that the carping 


critics of our movement who charge, or 
insinuate, that the trade union move- 
ment does not progress, advance or de- 
velop, is baseless and a mischievous un- 
truth. It may not be uninteresting to re- 
call the fact that in the report which I 
had the honor to make to the St. Louis 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, held in 1888, I took occasion to 
express the following: 

“The thought has frequently occurred 
to me whether in the near future the 
basis of our Federation should not be 
modeled upon a somewhat different 
basis from the present one, by having 
the various industries classified by the 
division of these industries; such as, for 
instance, the iron, steel, or metal indus- 
try to have a convention of the repre- 
sentatives of all the trade unions in that 
industry; the building trades to have 


their convention of the representatives 
of the unions hy their trade, the rail- 
road employes theirs, and so on, each 
legislating upon the questions that affect 
the general interests of their particular 
trades and interests; these industrial 
divisions to be in turn represented by 
their proportionate number of delegates 
in the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and a _ representative 
of each industry elected a member of 
the Executive Council. 

“The conventions of the industrial divi- 
sions might be held simultaneously in 
different halls, of course, but in the city 
in which the Federation would hold its 
Convention immediately after their ad- 
journment. The idea may not be prac- 
tical for immediate adoption, but  dis- 
cussion of it can only lead to good re- 
sults. One thing is certain—the auton- 
omy of each trade and industrial divi- 
sion would thus be more firmly secured.” 

It will, therefore be observed, that the 
thought of just such industrial divisions 
or industrial departments as the Build- 
ing Trades or Metal Trades, or others 
within the Federation, is not a new 
idea brought about by what any antag- 
onist to our movement might charge or 
insinuate; and yet perhaps the thought 
expressed in that recommendation, the 
recommendation made twenty years ago, 
the action of the American Federation 
of Labor at Norfolk, the conferences 
held since, are all of them a series of 
steps in the great development of the 
American trade union movement; and 
that even to-day we are some distance 
from the full realization of what we 
hope to accomplish. 

It is clearly understood that in issuing 
a charter to the Building Trades De- 
partment, it is in compliance with the 
direction and upon the conditions as set 
forth by the Norfolk Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. When 
this entire subject-matter was under 
discussion at Norfolk, a number of ques- 
tions were asked and _ authoritative 
answers given, and upon which action 
of the Convention was based. 

I shall cause to be forwarded to you 
an authentic transcript of the steno- 
grapher’s notes of the statements, ques- 
tions and answers, which I trust will 
form a part of the archives of your de 
partment. 

Again expressing the hope for the suc- 
cess of the Building Trades Department 
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of the American Federation of Labor, I 
am, 
Fraternally yours, 
(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President American Federation of 
Labor. 


Headquarters for the Building Trades 
Department have been established at 
Washington, D. C., though not in the 
same building with the offices of the 
American Federation of Labor, there be- 
ing no adequate office room in the same 
building. 

In connection with this, would say that 
arrangements have been made with the 
officers of the Building Trades Depart- 
ment and President Gompers, by which 
a section of the American Federationist 
has been devoted to the publication of 
Building Trade Department affairs. 

METAL TRADES DEPARTMENT. 

For several years efforts have been 
made to establish a general federation 
of the trade unions of the metal trades. 
These have had varied experiences and 


short-lived existence. 


Acting upon the formulated thought of 
the Norfolk Convention in regard to the 
establishment of the Building Trades 
Department, Vice-Presidents O'Connell 
and Valentine, and officers of other 
metal trade internationals, called a con- 
ference for the establishment -of the 
Medal Trades Department of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. The Conven- 
tion was held. We have aided the move- 
ment to the best of our ability. Charter 
application was made and there was is- 
sued a charter to the Metal Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor upon the same terms and condi- 
tions as outlined by the Norfolk Conven- 
tion and a letter of transmission was 
written to the Metal Trades Department 
in the same form as that transmitted 
by President Gompers to the Building 
Trades Department. 

The headquarters of the Metal Trades 
Department are also located in Washing- 
ton, and for reasons already given these 
are not in the same building as the of- 
fices of the American Federation of La- 
bor. 

ORGANIZATION, 


In accordance with the recommenda- 
tion of previous Conventions, we have 
continued the corps of special organizers 
that have been appointed from time to 


time to the fullest limit of our financial 
resources. These organizers have ren- 
dered valuable services. You will note 
from the reports submitted by the Presi- 
dent, Secretary and Treasurer, that 
much progress has been made since the 
last Convention. We are of the opinion 
that the necessity for continuing our ef- 
forts in the direction of organizing work 
still remains, and while we are pleased 
to report that considerable progress has 
been made in the direction of organizing 
the workers, we recommend that this 
work be continued during the next year 
with renewed energy and vigor. 
LOCAL UNION STRIKES. 

A number of applications have been 
made by locals directly affiliated for as- 
sistance in case of strikes and lock-outs 
during the year. Where such applica- 
tions were made and were in conformity 
with the provisions of Article 13 of the 
Constitution, assistance has been promptly 
given to them. In some cases it devel- 
oped that the officers of the local 
unions did not thoroughly understand 
the provisions of Article 13, and it re- 
quired considerable correspondence to 
have them thoroughly understand this 
provision in the Constitution. The Exe- 
ecutive Council is now, as it has always 
been, desirous of dealing as generously 
as possible under the law with the di- 
rectly affiliated local unions. 

During the year, benefits from the De- 
fense Fund to the directly affiliated 
local unions were paid to the amount of 
$12,124.00. This amount paid out is 
wholly apart from payments by assess- 
ments or by other funds raised by vol- 
untary contributions to aid workmen en- 
gaged in trade disputes. 


BREWERY WORKERS—ENGINEERS— 
FIREMEN—TEAMSTERS. 

In pursuance to the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention, the charter of the 
Brewery Workers was restored on Feb- 
ruary 24th. Immediately after the close 
of the Norfolk Convention the Executive 
Council met and decided that a confer- 
ence should be held between the repre- 
sentatives of the various organizations in 
interest for the purpose of coming to an 
agreement in accordance with the Min- 
neapolis decision. President Gompers 
was designated to meet the representa- 
tives of the organizations in this confer- 
ence. He reported that the conference 
failed to reach an understanding, and it 
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was decided that the representatives of 
all the organizations should hold a con- 
ference, and if they failed to agree that 
each representative or representatives 
submit a statement or proposition to 
which they would be willing to agree. 
The following is the statement sub- 
mitted: 


Washington, D. C., January 21, 1908. 


To the Executive Council, American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


Greeting: We, the undersigned repre- 
sentatives of the Teamsters, Engineers, 
Firemen’s International Unions met with 
the representatives of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers, as 
called for by the decision of the Norfolk 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, and could come to no agree- 
ment. 

We stand ready to carry into effect the 
decision of the Minneapolis Convention 
and so informed the Brewery Workers, 
but. their representatives stated posi- 
tively that no agreement could be reached 
on the basis of that decision. Therefore, 
we protest against the Brewery Workers’ 
charter being restored to them until such 
time as they comply with the Minne- 
apolis decision. 

(Signed) THOMAS L. HUGHES, 
Representative, Teamsters’ International 

Brotherhood. 

MATT COMERFORD, 
Representative, Engineers’ Union. 
Cc. L. SHAMP, 
Representative, Brotherhood of Station- 
ary Firemen. 


The following is the proposition sub- 
mitted by the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America: 


We, the undersigned representatives of 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America, present the follow- 
ing as a basis of settlement of the juris- 
diction dispute now existing between our 
organization and the International Union 
of Steam Engineers and the Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen. 

First. That on and after date all 
hostilities shall cease. 

Second. All brewery engineers and fire- 
men now members of the International 
Union of the United Brewery Workmen 
of America to remain such, and in all 
localities where the International Union 


of the United Brewery Workmen of 
America have contracts with the brewery 
proprietors, covering engineers and fire- 
men employed in said breweries, their 
jurisdiction shall not be disputed or in- 
terfered with. 

Third. In all localities in which the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen 
have contracts covering brewery engi- 
neers and brewery firemen, this jurisdic- 
tion shall not be disputed or interfered 
with. 

Fourth. In localities where the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America have contracts for 
all departments of the breweries, with 
exception of engineers and firemen, and 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers and the Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen hold contracts for the brewery 
engineers and firemen, a local joint con- 
ference board shall be formed. Said local 
joint conference board to be constituted 
as follows: 

Two representatives of the local union 
or unions under jurisdiction of the In- 
ternational Union United Brewery Work- 
men of America, and one representative 
each from the local unions of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers and 
the International Brotherhood of Sta- 
tionary Firemen. 

Each local union or unions desiring 
the assistance of the parties to this 
agreement, shall present their demands 
or grievances to the local joint confer- 
ence boards for approval. 

Ail questions under consideration by the 
local joint conference boards shall be 
decided by a majority vote, and in case 
of disagreement the entire matter shall 
be referred to the different international 
unions, parties to this agreement, for ad- 
justment. Local unions in entering into 
agreements with employers shall arrange 
that these agreements terminate at the 
same time. 

In the event of a failure to secure 
an agreement or to adjust grievances 
between the local unions with employers, 
it shall be within the power of the local 
joint conference boards to declare strikes, 
providing the same have been approved 
by the international unions, parties to 
this agreement. , 

Strikes may be declared off by the 
local joint conference boards by and with 
the consent of the international unions, 
parties to this agreement. 
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Existing agreements between parties 
hereto and employers shall not be dis- 
turbed, and no further agreements shall 
be made by the parties hereto in conflict 
with the provisions of this agreement. 

The International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen of America agree to 
accept any and all members of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers or 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen who 
have a clear transfer card from the sec- 
retaries of the respective local unions, 
without any initiation fee to the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, and ask that the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 


and the International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen transfer engineers 


and firemen holding transfer cards from 
the International Brewery Workmen of 
America to their respective organizations 
without the payment of any further 
initiation fée, and that all, immediately 
upon transfer, be entitled to all the 
rights, benefits, privileges and protection 
as all other members of the said organi- 
zations of brewery workers, engineers 
and firemen unions at present time en- 
joy, provided, however, that the regular 
dues or assessments shall be paid by 
all members of said local unions to their 
respective organizations up to the time 
of transfer. 
(Signed) JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 
International Secretary. 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
A. J. KUGLER, 
Representing International Union United 
Brewery Workmen of America. 


At this meeting it was decided that 
President Gompers and Vice-President 
Valentine be appointed a sub-committee 
to hold conferences with the Brewery 
Workers for the purpose of securing an 
agreement with them to abide by the 
Minneapolis decision. Later on Vice- 
President Valentine reported that he had 
aad a conference with the Brewery 
Workers, but that they would not agree 
‘Oo the proposition binding their organi- 
zation to the decision rendered by the 
Minneapolis Convention. 

Shortly after the adjournment of the 
Executive Council meeting, which was 
held in January, communications were 
sent to the representatives of the United 
Brewery Workmen, the Engineers, Fire- 
men and Teamsters, requesting that they 
hold another conference for the purpose 


otf coming to some adjustment of this 
difficulty. In pursuance with this re- 
quest, a conference was held between 
the representatives of the various or- 
ganizations, but without any beneficial 
result. The attached are copies of com- 
munications received from these organi- 
zations giving result of that conference. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF UNITED 
BREWERY WORKMEN. 
Washington, D. C., February 16, 1908. 
To the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, Mr. Samuel 

Gompers, President. 

Gentlemen: We, the undersigned rep- 
resentatives of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, beg leave to re- 
port the following to your “‘onorable 
body. 

We have, in accordance with your re- 
quest, met the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers, 
the Brotherhood of Firemen and the 
Teamsters’ International Union, and 
have submitted to them, as also to your 
body, a proposition which we believe to 
be in full accord with the fundamental 
principles of and in conformity with the 
laws and ethics governing organized 
labor. We further believe our proposi- 
tion to be fair, honorable and acceptable, 
and one which would eventually lead to 
a final and satisfactory solution of the 
questions in controversy. We are sorry 
to state that our proposition did not 
meet with approval on the part of the 
three organizations named above, they 
insisting that our organization be di- 
vided and apportioned to the different 
organizations laying claim _ thereto, 
thereby disrupting same and entirely de- 
stroying its usefulness. We are to-day 
ready to carry into effect all the stipula- 
tions contained in the proposition sub- 
mitted to you on or about January 22. 
1908, and hope and trust that same will 
meet with your approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 
A. J. KUGLER. 
Washington, D. C., February, 1908. 

Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor. 

We, the undersigned, representatives of 
the Engineers, Firemen and Teamsters 
organizations do hereby submit the fol- 


(Signed) 
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lowing statement, that we cannot come 
to any agreement with the United Brew- 
ery Workers, owing to the fact that the 
United Brewery Workers continue to 
take into their organization members of 
the Teamsters, Firemen and Engineers, 
and refuse to change their position. 

We therefore beg to inform you that 
we cannot change the position taken at 
last conference held January 20, 1908, 
which was that we are willing to abide 
by the Minneapolis decision. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) DANIEL J. TOBIN, 
Teamsters. 
MATT COMERFORD, 
Engineers. 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 
Stationary Firemen. 


No agreement having been reached, 
the whole matter received the considera- 
tion of the Executive Council at the 
meeting held at headquarters in January. 
Much testimony was taken on matters 
pertaining to difficulties in various lo- 
ecalities and the propositions submitted 
by the representatives of the various or- 
ganizations were considered. The Exe- 
cutive Council, after giving the matter 
its careful consideration, adopted the 
following: 

That the charter of the Brewery 
Workers be restored by the President at 
the expiration of ninety days from the 
close of the Norfolk Convention, and that 
in the meantime the Executive Council 
use every influence in its power to bring 
about a settlement of the dispute be- 
tween the organizations in accordance 
with the following decision of the Min- 
neapolis Convention covering the mat- 
ters in dispute: 

Section 1. All Brewery employes now 
members of the United Brewery Work- 
men’s Union may remain such, provided 
that such members of said United 
Brewery Workmen’s Union as are now 
employed as engineers, firemen and 
teamsters may withdraw from that or- 
ganization and join their respective 
unions, representing these crafts, with- 
out prejudice or discrimination on the 
part of their former associates. 

Sec. 2. Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen’s Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respec- 
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tive organizations of these trades, now 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, where’ such organizations 
exist. 

Sec. 3. All engineers, firemen and team- 
sters employed in breweries shall con- 
form to the laws, rules and regulations 
made by that organization of which the 
majority of the members of the respec- 
tive crafts employed in each brewery 
are members. 

Sec. 4. Whenever a majority of men 
employed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of the 
respective unions of these crafts, the or- 
ganization or organizations representing 
such majority shall appoint a committee 
to act co-jointly with the United Brew- 
ery Workmen’s Union in any negotia- 
tions which may arise with the employ- 
ers, provided that the United Brewery 
Workmen shall have equal representa- 
tion with all the other organizations in 
joint conference. 

RESOLVED, That unless an agree- 
ment be reached by the International 
Unions of Brewery Workers, Engineers, 
Firemen and Teamsters covering the 
question of jurisdiction, the decision of 
the Norfolk Convention re-affirming the 
declarations and decision of the former 
conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council holds 
that the decision of the Minneapolis Con- 
vention will prevail and will be enforced, 
and upon the failure to comply there- 
with, the Executive Council will, as di- 
rected by the Norfolk Convention, pre- 
seribe such disciplinary punishment as 
may be necessary. 

When the charter was forwarded to 
the officers of the United Brewery Work- 
men, the following communication was 
transmitted therewith: 


Washington, D. C., Feb. 24, 1908. 
To the Officers and Members of Interna- 
tional Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, Rooms 109-110 Odd Fellows’ Tem- 
ple, Cincinnati, Ohio: 

Dear Sirs and Brothers—In accordance 
with the direction of the Minneapolis 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council revoked 
the charter held by your organization, 
by reason of the violation by your or- 
ganization of the decision rendered at 
Minneapolis. 

The Norfolk Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 
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“RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Union of Brewery Workers 
be, and the same is, hereby ordered to be 
restored. 

“RESOLVED, That the restoration of 
the Brewery Workers’ charter in no way 
alters or modifies the declarations and 
decisions of the American Federation of 
Labor in regard to the jurisdiction claims 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, the Brotherhood of Stationarv 
Firemen, the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and the International Union 
of Brewery Workmen, but, on the con- 
trary, are hereby re-affirmed. 

“RESOLVED, That within ninety days 
after the close of this Convention a con- 
ference shall be held at the headquar- 
ters of the Amcrican Federation of La- 
bor, the conference to consist of three 
representatives of the International 
Brewery Workers, one from the Inter- 
national Engineers, one from the Brother- 
hood of Firemen, one from the Brother- 
hood of Teamsters and one member of 
the Executive Council, the conference to 
endeavor to effect an agreement regard- 
ing jurisdiction, harmony and co-opera- 
tion of action of the organizations in in- 
terest, and for the protection and pro- 
motion of the interests of the workers 
employed in and by breweries. 

“RESOLVED, That in the event of an 
agreement, or a tentative agreement, be- 
ing reached, the officers of the organiza- 
tions named shall submit the same to 
their respective International Unions for 
ratification under the supervision of the 
representative of the Executive Council, 
who shall in that circular urge its rati- 
fication and give his reasons therefor. 

“RESOLVED, That if the conference 
shall fai] to reach an agreement, the Ex- 
ecutive Council is hereby authorized and 
directed to impose such _ disciplinary 
punishment upon the organization re- 
sponsible for such failure as the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council may di- 
rect.” 

In accordance with the instructions of 
the Convention, several conferences were 
held by the representatives of the or- 
ganizations therein named, and the mat- 
ter was considered further by the Execu- 
tive Council. No agreement was reached 
between the representatives of your or- 
ganization, the International Union of 
Steam Engineers, the Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen and the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters, and I am not 
now authorized officially to say at whose 


door the fault of failure to reach agree- 
ment can be laid. 

However, I am directed by the Execu- 
tive Council, upon order of the Conven- 
tion, to restore to your organization the 
charter which was revoked, and the same 
is hereby restored to you, and which is 
transmitted this day by express. 

In restoring this charter to the Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, it in no wise modifies or changes 
the decision of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor as to 
claims of jurisdiction. The duty imposed 
upon the Executive Council of disci- 
plinary punishment to any organization 
violating the decision of the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor is 
not changed or modified by the restora- 
tion of this charter to your organization. 

In welcoming you back among the fam- 
ily of trade unions, it is the hope of the 
Executive Council and myself that all 
parties in interest will see the necessity 
of coming to some form of agreement or 
understanding, so that the best interests 
of all may be secured. 

With best wishes, I am, 


Fraternally yours, 


(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of 
Labor. 


It is to be regretted that no amicable 
adjustment of this unfortunate difficulty, 
which has caused so much confusion in 
the labor movement of our country, has 
been reached—an amicable’ settlement 
that would be for the best interests of all 
concerned. However, we sincerely hope 
and trust that at this Convention the 
various conflicting interests will agree 
upon some plan that will restore har- 
mony in the brewing industry, which will 
be beneficial to all concerned. It is be- 
yond question that this controversy has 
to a great degree not only retarded the 
growth of the organizations in interest, 
but has to some extent at least had the 
same effect upon the general labor move- 
ment, and it is our sincere desire that 
this matter should finally be adjusted by 
the organizations in interest at this Con- 
vention. 


GLASS BOTTLE BLOWERS—FLINTS. 
Two years ago, acting upon the decision 
reached by the American Federation of 
Labor, the Executive Council issued a 
circular to all state federations and cen- 
tral bodies directing that they refuse rec- 
ognition and deny representation to local 
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unions which belong to _ international 
unions which had either seceded from 
the American Federation of Labor or 
which refused to comply with its deci- 
sions. This was issued and intended not 
only to apply in a general way, but par- 
ticularly to the International Association 
ot Steam Fitters which at that time re- 
fused to comply with the decision of the 
American Federation of Labor. 

It has been the desire of the Executive 
Council to carry out the laws and the 
policy of the American Federation ot 
Labor as expressed in these matters. In 
the early part of this year we issued a 
circular of a similar character to affili- 
ated state and central bodies, this also 
of a general character. Later, that is, 
September 28, another circular was issued 
at our direction of a similar but specific 
nature, to which we shall refer here- 
after. 

For the past few years the American 
Flint Glass Workers’ Union has applied 
for charter. It was clearly proven to 
our satisfaction that that organization 
had not only extended its jurisdiction, 
but had violated the ethics as well as 
the unwritten law of the trade union 
movement by flagrantly invading the jur- 
isdiction of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ 
Association. 

At the Minneapolis convention, the ap- 
plication being under consideration, the 
representatives of the American Flint 
Glass Workers and the Glass Bottle 
Blowers’ Association were heard. The 
matter occupied the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive Council for many hours, day and 
evening, and a decision was reached as 
follows: 

“Upon the application of the American 
Flint Glass Workers for a charter it was 
decided that charter be issued upon the 
condition that they refrain from making 
bottles and fruit jars which constitute 
the class of work performed by the Glass 
Bottle Blowers’ Association of the United 
States and Canada, now affiliated with 
the American Federation of Labor.” 

When this decision was communicated 
to the officers of the Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, in attendance at the Minneapolis 
convention, we received a letter signed 
by their representatives stating that they, 
for the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, agreed to the decision. The Ex- 
ecutive Council, recognizing the critical 
situation existing in the trade, decided 
that before the charter should be issued 
to the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, a conference of the representa- 


tives of that union and the Glass Bottle 
Blowers’ Association should be held for 
the purpose of carrying the decision into 
effect. President Gompers experienced 
the greatest difficulty in bringing about 
the conference. When the _ conference 
was held at the headquarters of the 
American Federation of Labor, President 
Rowe and his colleagues representing the 
American Flint Glass Workers’ Union de- 
clared emphatically that they would not 
carry out and had no intention of carry- 
ing out the decision rendered by the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and to which he and 
his colleagues on behalf of his organiza- 
tion agreed and accepted. This we re- 
ported to the Norfolk convention, which 
received thorough consideration at the 
hands of the Committee on Adjustment, 
that committee reporting adversely to 
the preambles and resolutions introduced 
by a Flint Glass Worker which would 
in effect reverse the decision of the Ex- 
ecutive Council and direct that a char- 
ter be issued to the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union. The committee also rec- 
ommended the adoption of a resolution 
sustaining the decision of the Executive 
Council. 

After a thorough and exhaustive dis- 
cussion of this subject-matter, in which 
President Rowe of the American Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union and others were 
accorded the fullest opportunity for the 
tresentation of their side of the matter 
in controversy, the convention by a vote 
of 130 to 31 sustained the committee’s re- 
port and the decision reached by the 
Mixecutive Council. 


Later in this year it developed that 
the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union, through its officers, had further 


invaded the rights and jurisdiction of the 
Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association, great- 
ly to the injury of the latter, and that 
the open and avowed policy was to still 
further invade the rights and interests 
of the Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. 
Having in mind the general policy as 
well as the specific course, we adopted 
a resolution directing President Gompers 
to communicate to President Rowe and 
to the city central bodies and the state 
federations of labor. That action is fully 
set forth in the following letter: 
“Office of American Federation of Labor, 

Washington, D, C., September 28, 1908. 
“To City Central Bodies and State Fed- 

erations of Labor: 

“Dear Sirs and Brothers: The Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
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of Labor, at its meeting recently held 
in this city, having under consideration 
protests received from various localities 


against the local unions of Flint Glass 
Workers being represented in affiliated 


central bodies and State Federations of 
Labor, adopted the following resolution: 

** ‘Resolved, That President Rowe, 
of the American Flint Glass Workers, 
be notified that all state and central 
bodies have been notified to exclude ail 
local unions of the American Flint Glass 
Workers from representation in their 
bodies until the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union comply with the decision 
rendered by the American Federation of 
Labor, and to which the representatives 
of the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Association agreed at the Minneapolis 
Convention.’ 

“You will, therefore, read this 
letter at the next regular meeting of 
your organizations, so that the delegates 
may be fully informed as to the con- 
clusion reached by the Executive Coun- 
cil, to the end that action may be taken 
in conformity therewith. 

“Let me hear from you in regard to 
this at your early convenience. 


please 


“Fraternally yours, 
“SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
“President 
“American Federation of Labor.” 


As your Executive Council, we are con- 
vinced that it is our duty to the Glass Bot- 
tle Blowers’ Association, as well as to the 
rank and file of the American Flint Glass 
Workers and the general labor move- 
ment, to declare that the laws and policy 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
based upon the highest and best con- 
cept of true trade unionism, demand that 
the decision reached at the Minneapolis 
Convention and agreed to by the repre- 
sentatives of the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Union be carried out in good 
faith; that until such a fulfillment is 
reached, it be made plain once for all 
that the American Flint Glass Workers’ 
Union be given to understand that, much 
as we would like to have it in full affilia- 
tion with us, it can not and will not re- 
ceive a charter until the agreement 
reached is complied with and the rights 
of all conserved. 


SEAMEN—LONGSHOREMEN. 

In connection with the action of the 
Norfolk Convention relative to the dis- 
pute between the above named organiza- 
tions, President Gompers and Treasurer 


1 
1 


Lennon attended the Convention of the 
International Union of Longshoremen, 
held at Erie, Pa., July 6th. 

As the result of our meeting, a resolu- 
tion was adopted by the Executive Board 
of the International Longshoremen’s As- 
sociation to the effect that its delegates 
to the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor “be and are hereby authorized and 
clothed with full power and authority to 
represent our organization in the contro- 
versy with the International Seamen's 
Union of America, and, be it further 

“RESOLVED, That in the event of an 
understanding or agreement being reached 
satisfactory to our delegates, that they 
be instructed to enter into such an ar- 
rangement, the result of which will be 
binding on all branches and locals affili- 
ated with the International Longshore- 
men’s Association.” 

President Gompers has been in com- 
munication with the officers of the Sea- 
men’s and Longshoremen’s organizations 
with a view of bringing about the con- 
ference suggested by the _ resolutions 
above quoted. It is our sincere hope that 
the conference will take place during our 
Convention, and that an amicable ad- 
justment of this long standing difficulty 
may be perfected. 


PLUMBERS—STEAM FITTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
66 refers to the dispute between the 
United Association of Plumbers, Gas 
Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters’ 
Helpers of the United States and Can- 
ada, and the International Association of 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Help- 
ers of America, and provides that three 
representatives from each organization 
meet with a representative of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for the purpose 
of arranging an agreement defining the 
jurisdiction of the two organizations. 

This conference was held at headquar- 
at Washington between the repre- 
sentatives of the above named organiza- 
tions and President Gompers. No agree- 
ment having been reached between the 
representatives of the organizations in 
question, the Executive Council having 
considered the matter decided that the 
subject-matter be referred to the Denver 
Convention with the recommendation 
that it be referred to the Building Trades 
Department of the American Federation 
of Labor for adjustment. 


ters 
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HOD CARRIERS AND BUILDING 
LABORERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
CEMENT WORKERS. 


Upon the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the juris- 
diction dispute between the above named 
organizations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 
ton and no agreement was reached. 

The Executive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recom- 
mended that the matter be referred to 
this Convention with the further recom- 
mendation that it be referred by you to 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor for ad- 
justment. 


WOODWORKERS—CARPENTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
119 deals with the dispute between the 
Woodworkers and the Carpenters. The 
matter was taken up between the officers 
of both organizations, with the* result 
that a conference was held between the 
representatives of both organizations and 
President Gompers. No agreement was 
reached at this conference and it was 
decided to hold another. However, the 
proposition looking toward the amalga- 
mation of both bodies was proposed by 
the Woodworkers and submitted to the 
officers of the United Brotherhood of 


Carpenters. 
WOOD, WIRE AND METAL LATH- 
ERS—BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 


IRON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
110, which deals with the dispute be- 
tween the above named organizations, 
having been considered by the Executive 
Council, it was decided that this matter 
be referred to the Denver Convention, 
with the recommendation that the sub- 
ject-matter be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjudication. The 
officers of both organizations were so 
notified, and Secretary-Treasurer Brandt 
of the International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers made the re- 
quest, “That you set forth in full the 
action of your Executive Board on this 
question which took place in March, 1907, 
and also set forth the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention on this question by quot- 
ing the action of the Building Trades 
Committee in this dispute, which can be 


done by quoting the report of that com- 
mittee.’’ In the event of the Convention 
adopting the recommendation of the Ex- 
ecutive Council, all the papers in this 
matter will be referred to the Building 
Trades Department, thus complying with 
the request of Secretary-Treasurer 


Brandt, 
SHEET METAL WORKERS—STOVE 
MOUNTERS. 


In the matter of the dispute between 
these two organizations, a - conference 
was held between the representatives of 
both organizations at the Federation 
headquarters in April, at which no agree- 
ment was reached. A further conference 
was held in September between the rep- 
resentatives of these organizations and 
Vice-President Hayes representing the 
Federation. Mr. Hayes recommended 
that charter be issued under the title 
of Stove and Steel Range Mounters. The 
Executive Council adopted the recom- 
mendation and decided that it be re- 
ported to this Convention for your con- 
sideration, because the Amalgamated 
Sheet Metal Workers International Alli- 
ance protested against the words “Steel 
Range” being contained in the Stove 
Mounters’ charter, basing its claim on 
section 11 of article 9, of the American 
Federation of Labor Constitution. 


UPHOLSTERERS — CARRIAGE 
WAGON WORKERS. 

The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
75, relative to the dispute between the 
above named organizations has received 
the attention of this Council at several 
meetings. Representatives of both or- 
ganizations submitted their cases in 
writing to the Executive Council at the 
January meeting, but no settlement was 
reached. The Secretaries of both organi- 
zations in interest stated in communica- 
tions that they are trying to bring about 
an adjustment, but nothing has been 
accomplished in this direction. At the 
meeting of the Executive Council held in 
June, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

“RESOLVED, That inasmuch as every 
effort has been made to bring about a 
settlement without success, that this 
fact be reported to the Denver Conven- 
tion.”’ 

The matter is therefore submitted to 
you for such action as you may deem 
advisable to take. 


AND 
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INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD 
OF COMPOSITION ROOFERS— 
SLATE AND TILE 
ROOFERS. 


As to the difficulty between the Inter- 


national Brotherhood of Composition 
Roofers, Damp and Waterproof Work- 


ers of the United States and Canada 
and the local unions of the International 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union of 
America, in Boston, we beg leave to re- 
port that an amicable adjustment of this 
difficulty has been reached, the Roofers’ 
Union of Boston having applied for and 
been granted a charter by the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Composition 
Roofers. 


SHEET METAL WORKERS—SLATE 
AND TILE ROOFERS. 

The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
170 ig the complaint made by the repre- 
sentatives of the Sheet Metal Workers 
as to the members of the Slate and Tile 
Roofers doing werk which comes under 
the jurisdiction of the first named or- 
ganization. We beg leave to report that 
the Slate and Tile Roofers’ Unions has 
instructed its members to discontinue 
doing such work. 


MARBLE WORKERS—TILE LAYERS. 


The subject-matter contained in Reso- 
lution No. 130 is in reference to the dis- 
pute between the above named organiza- 
tions. We desire to report that after 
conferences with the representatives of 
the two organizations an adjustment of 


the difficulties existing between them 
has been effected. 
INTERNATIONAL LADIES’ GARMENT 


WORKERS. 

The subject-matter contained in Reso- 
lution No. 174 relates to the controversy 
between the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union and local union 
No. 10 of that organization. 

It was decided that Organizer Ford be 
selected to arbitrate the difficulties be- 
tween the contending parties in accord- 
between them. 


ance with an agreement 
Organizer Ford, after considering the 
matter, made an award by which it is 


claimed the International Union failed to 
abide. Organizer Ford was further in- 
structed to bring the matter contained in 
his award to the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Central Federated 
Union of New York as well as to the 


representatives of the parties in interest. 
In the report made to the Executive 
Council under date of September 15, Or- 
ganizer Ford says: “If I may presume, 
without being presumptuous, it appears 
to me_ that a thorough investigation of 
both organizations, local and _ interna- 
tional, is in order, with a view to re-or- 
ganization of the International Union. 
The only solution to this chaotic and 
deplorable condition that I can see from 
My connection with the case is that 
above mentioned.” 

Of course, the matter or re-organizing 
an existing international union is a 
matter which should be approached with 
the greatest possible care, but that some 


action that will be helpful to the work- 
ers of the trade is necessary no one dis- 
putes. 

This matter is referred to this Con- 


consideration and action. 


AND RAMMERMEN. 


vention for 


PAVERS 


To the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No, 38 relative to the Inter- 
national Union of Pavers and Rammer- 


men and its contending local unions, the 
Executive Council gave its consideration, 
and a representative of the American 
Federation of Labor was_ selected to 
meet with the representatives of the con- 
tending parties for the purpose of set- 
tling the matter in dispute by arbitra- 
tion. Conferences were held between the 
various representatives, and after hear- 
ing the testimony on both sides, an 
award was made which is as follows: 

“That the officials of the Pavers and 
Rammermen’s International Union are 
justified in their act of suspending local 
unions No. 10 and No, 19.” 

The local unions in interest, however, 
refused to accept the decision of the ar- 
bitrator and have formed independent 
unions. We recommend that efforts be 
made to bring about an amicable ad- 
justment of this difficulty. 


PICTURE MACHINE OPER- 
ATORS. 


No. 32 of the Norfolk 
Convention, relates to the question of 
jurisdiction over Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators. After considerable cor- 
respondence between President Gomp- 
ers and the executive officérs of the 
Stage Employes, and Electrical Work-. 
ers, the representatives of these or- 
ganizations met in conference with 


MOVING 


Resolution 
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President Gompers at Washington and 
an agreement reached. Later it de- 
veloped that the Actors’ organization 
also made claim for jurisdiction over the 
picture machine operators. A conference 
was thereupon held in New York City, 
when it developed that the Theatrical 
Stage Employes at their last Convention 
had repudiated the agreement 
into between them and the Electrical 
Workers. An effort is now being made to 
have representatives of these three or- 
ganizations meet in conference’ with 
President Gompers as early as_ possible 
after the close of this Convention. 

BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY 

CLERKS—CHARTER APPLI- 
CATION. 

The Brotherhood of Railway Clerks 
made application for charter. The repre- 
sentative of the Interior Freight Hand- 


entered 


lers and Warehousemen’s International 
Union protested against its issuance, 


their International Union 
covered Railway Clerks. These matters 
came before the Executive Council, and 
we directed that a conference be held 
by the representatives of both organiza- 
tions with President Gompers in an ef- 
fort to reach an agreement relative to 
jurisdiction claims. Without commenting 
upon the matter we are of the opinion 
that arrangements should be made by 
which the charter should be issued. 


INJUNCTION—ANTI-TRUST LAW 
CISION. 

When the injunction was secured by 
the Buck’s Stove and Range Company 
against the American Federation of 
Labor, and others, in December, 1907, 
we, the Executive Council, directed that 
the name of the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company be discontinued in the publi- 
cation of the ‘‘We Don’t Patronize’’ list 
in the American Federationist. Later, 
when the Supreme Court of the United 
States rendered its decision in the Hat- 
ters case, the publication of the ‘‘We 
Don’t Patronize”’ list was discontinued 
by the authority of the Executive Coun- 
cil. 

This was done because under the Su- 
preme Court decision any firm published 
on that list might bring proceedings 
against any of the organizations and the 
individual members of the organizations, 
as well as the Executive Council, and 
that the publication of a firm on that 
list would furnish the evidence upon 


claiming that 


DE- 


which a suit for damages might be insti- 
tuted. We did not feel that we had a 
right to subject the men of labor to the 


damage suits, fines and imprisonment 
which that decision declared could. fol- 
low under the law. This entire subject 


is more 
editorial 


fully set forth in the 
written by President 
“To Organized Labor and 
pages 192-193 and 194 of the 
March, 1908, issue of the American Fed- 
erationist. 
The Norfolk 
Executive 


personal 
Gompers 
addressed 
Friends,”’ 


Convention authorized the 
Council to levy an 
ment upon all affiliated organizations for 
one cent per member for a legal defense 
fund in the injunction proceedings 
brought by the Buck’s Stove and Range 


assess- 


Company, and authorized the levying of 
such additional assessments as may be 
necessary. We levied but one assess- 
ment of one cent per member, and 
preferred to issue an appeal for volun- 
tary contributions for the legal defense 


fund rather than to-levy another assess- 
ment. 
ment and the voluntary 
amounted to $27,487.96. 

We authorized the retaining of Hon. 
Alton B. Parker and Messrs. Ralston and 
Siddons as our counsel. In the contempt 
proceedings against Samuel Gompers, 
Frank Morrison and John Mitchell, ‘as 
officers of the American Federation of 
Labor, and the latter also in his capac- 
ity as President of the United Mine 
Workers of America, the same counsel 
defended them. Argument and decision 
upon the contempt proceedings are set 
for November 10th. 

Up to date we have expended for at- 


contributions 


torneys’ fees, attorneys’ expenses, trav- 
eling, ete., court reports, printing of ap- 
peal, ete., ete., $19,474.19. You will thus 
observe that there is an exceedingly 


small balance, and we are at a loss tc 
provide such additional funds as may be 
necessary to further carry on the legal 
defense, 

The discontinuance of the publication 
of the ‘‘We Don’t Patronize’’ list, or its 
revival, and this entire matter, are re- 
ferred to this Convention for such ad- 


vice and action as you, after due con- 
sideration, may deem advisable. 


LABOR’S CAMPAIGN FOR JUSTICE. 
With the constant abuse of the injunc- 
tion writ by the courts, culminating in 
the injunction issued by the Supreme 
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Court of the District of Columbia, at the 
instance of the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company against the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, its officers, affiliated uni- 
ons, their memberrs, and all who might 
sympathetically aid us in our cause, the 
situation became most acute among our 
fellow workers and friends, for it de- 
nied us the right of the essential guar- 
antees of the Constitution, including the 
denial of the right of free speech and 
free press. 

Closely following upon that the Su- 
preme Court of the United States, in 
the Danbury Hatters case, decided that 
the Sherman Anti-Trust Law applies to 
the voluntary organizations of the work- 
ers, with the several damages of fine and 
imprisonment involved. 

To formulate and bring in some direct 
form the agitated state of mind of our 
fellow unionists, we held a meeting of 
the Executive Council and authorized 
President Gompers to invite in our name 
the officers and representatives of the 
international unions and farmers’ organ- 
izations to a conference in Washington. 

After a general discussion at that con- 
ference, committees were appointed to 
draft documents, one a Protest to Con- 
gress, and another an Address to the 
Workers of our Country. These docu- 
ments were unanimously adopted by the 
conference, as well as by us. They. are 


as follows: 
Office of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


LABOR’S PROTEST TO CONGRESS. 
American Federation of Labor, 
Washington, D. C., March 19, 1908. 

We, the official representatives of the 
national gnd international trade and labor 
unions and organization of farmers, in 
national conference assembled, in the 
District of Columbia, for the purpose of 
considering and taking action deemed 
necessary to meet the situation in which 
the working veople of our country are 
placed by recent decisions of the courts, 
now appear before Congress to voice 
the earnest and emphatic protest of the 
workers of the country against the in- 
difference, if not actual hostility, which 
Congress has shown toward the reason- 
able and righteous measures proposed by 
the workers for the safeguarding of their 
rights and interests. 

In the name of labor we now urge upon 
Congress the necessity for immediate 
action for relief from the most grave 
and momentous situation which has ever 
confronted the working peonle of this 
country. This crisis has been brought 
about by the avplication by the Supreme 
Court of the United States of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law to the workers, both 
organized and in their individual capacity. 


Labor and the people generally look 
askance at the invasion of the court 
upon the prerogatives of the law-making 
and executive departments of our Gov- 
ernment. 

The workers feel that Congress itself 
must share our chagrin and sense of 
injustice when the courts exhibit an utter 
disregard for the real intent and purpose 
of laws enacted to safeguard and pro- 
tect the workers in the exercise of their 
normal activities. There is something 
ominous in the ironie manner in which 
the courts guarantee to workers: 

The “right’’ to be maimed and killed 
without liability to the employer; 


The “right’’ to be discharged for be- 
longing to a union; 
The “right’’ to work as many hours 


as employers please and under any con- 
ditions which they may impose. 

Labor is justly indignant at the be- 
stowal or guaranteeing of these worth- 
less and academic “rights’’ by the courts, 
which in the same breath deny and for- 
bid to the workers the practical and 
necessary protection of laws which de- 
fine and safeguard their rights and lib- 
erties and the exercise of them individu- 
ally or in association. 

The most recent perversion of the in- 
tent of a law by the judiciary has been 
the Supreme Court decision in the Hat- 
ters’ case, by which the Sherman anti- 
trust law has been made to apply to 
labor, although it was an accepted fact 
that Congress did not intend the law 
to so apply and might even have spe- 
cifically exempted labor but for the fear 
that the Supreme Court might construe 
such an affirmative provision to be un- 
constitutional. 

The workers earnestly urge Congress 
to co-operate with them in the upbuild- 
ing and educating of a public sentiment 
which will confine the judiciary to its 
proper function, which is certainly not 
that of placing a construction upon a 
law the very opposite of the plain in- 
tent of Congress, thus rendering worth- 
less even the very moderate efforts which 
Congress has so far vut forth to define 
the status of the most imvortant, numer- 
ous and patriotic of our people—the wage- 
workers, the producers of all wealth. 

We contend that equity, power and 
jurisdiction, discretionary government by 
the judiciary for well-defined purposes 
and within specific limitations, granted 
to the courts by the Constitution. has 
been so extended that it is invading the 
field of government by law and endanger- 
ing individual liberty. 

As government b~ equity, personal gov- 
ernment, advances, republican govern- 
ment, government by law, recedes. 

We favor enactment of laws which shall 
restrict the jurisdiction of courts of 
equitv to pronerty and property richts 
and shall so define property and nroperty 
rights that neither directly nor indirectly 
shall there be held to be any property 
or property rights in the labor or labor 
power of any person or persons. 

The feeling of restless apnrehension 
with which the workers view the apathy 
of Congress is accentuated by the recent 
decision of the Supreme Court. 

By the wrongful application of the in- 
junction by the lower courts the workers 
have been forbidden the right of free 
press and free speech, and the Supreme 
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Court in the Hatters’ case, while not 
directly prohibiting the exercise of these 
rights, yet so applies the Sherman law 
to labor that acts involving the cause of 
free press and free speech, and hitherto 
assumed to be lawful, now become evi- 
dence upon which triple damages may be 
collected and fine and imprisonment added 
as a part of the penalty. 

Indeed, the decision goes so far as to 
hold the agreements of unions with em- 
ployers, to maintain industrial peace, to 
be ‘‘conspiracies,’’ and the evidence of 
unlawful combinations in restraint of 
trade and commerce, thus effectually 
throttling labor by penalizing as crimi- 
nal the exercise of its normal, peaceful 
rights and activities. The fact that these 
acts are in reality making for the uplift 
and the betterment of civilization as a 
whole does not seem to be understood 
or appreciated by the courts. The work- 
ers hope for a broader and more intelli- 
gent appreciation from Congress. 

It is not necessary here to enter into 
a detailed review of this decision. 

The workers ask from Congress the 
relief which it alone can give from the 
injustice which will surely result from 
the literal enforcement of the Sherman 
anti-trust law as interpreted by this 
decision. The speedy enactment of 
labor’s proposed amendment to the Sher- 
man anti-trust law will do much to re- 
store the rights from which the toilers 
have been shorn. 

We submit for consideration, and trust 
the same will be enacted, two provisions 
amendatory of the Sherman anti-trust 
law. which originally were a part of 
the bill during the stages of its con- 
sideration by the Senate and before its 
final passage, and which are substantially 
as follows: 

That nothing in said act (Sherman anti- 
trust law) or in this act is intended nor 
shall any provision thereof hereafter be 
enforced so as to apnly to organizations 
or associations not for profit and without 
capital stock, nor to the members of such 
organizations or as_ ciations. 

That nothing in said act (Sherman anti- 
trust law) or in this act is intended nor 
shall any provision thereof hereafter be 
enforced so as to apply to any arrange- 
ments, agreements or combinations among 
persons engaged in agriculture or horti- 
culture, made with a view of enhancing 
the price of their own agricultural or 
horticultural products. 

It is clearly an unwarranted assump- 
tion on the part of the courts or others 
to place the voluntary associations of 
the workers in the same category as 
trusts and corporations owning stock 
and organized for profit. 

On the one hand, we have the trusts 
and corporations dealing with purely ma- 
terial things, and mostly with the inani- 
mate products of labor. On the other 
hand, there are the workers whose labor 
power is part of their very lives and 
beings. and which can not be differ- 
entiated from their ownership in and of 
themselves. 

The effort to categorically place the 
workers in the same position as those 
who deal in the products of labor of 
others is the failure to discern between 
things and man. 

It is often flippantly averred that labor 
is a commodity, but modern civilization 


has clearly and sharply drawn the line 
between a bushel of coal, a side of pork 
and the soul of a human, breathing, 
living man. 

The enactment of the legislation which 
we ask will tend to so define and safe- 
guard the rights of the workers of to- 
day and those who will come after them, 
that they may hope to continue to en- 
joy the blessings of a free country as 
intended by the founders of our govern- 
ment. 

In the relief asked for in the proposed 
amendment to the Sherman anti-trust law 
which we present to Congress, labor asks 
for no special privileges and no exemp- 
tion from the treatment which any law- 
abiding citizen might hope to receive in 
a free country. 

Indeed, the present Parliament of Great 
Britain at its session in December, 1906, 
enacted into law what is knovn as the 
trades dispute act. It is brief, and we 
therefore quote its provisions in full: 

1. It shall be lawful for any person or 
persons acting either on their own behalf 
or on behalf of a trade union or other 
association of individuals, registered or 
unregistered, in contemplation of or dur- 
ing the continuance of any trade dispute, 
to attend for any of the following pur- 
poses at or near a house or place where 
a person resides or works, or carries on 
his business, or happens to be: 

@) For the purpose of peacefully ob- 
taining or communicating information; 

(2) For the purpose of peacefully per- 
suading any person to work or abstain 
from working. 

2. An agreement or combination by 
two or more persons to do or procure to 
be done any act in contemplation or 
furtherance of a trade dispute shall not 
be ground for an action, if such act 
when committed by one person would 
not be ground for an action. 

38. An aetion shall not be brought 
against a trade union or other associa- 
tion, aforesaid, for the recovery of dam- 
age sustained by any person or persons 
by reason of the action of a member 
or members of such trade union or other 
association aforesaid. 

We submit that if such relief from the 
onerous conditicns brought about by the 
Taff-Vale decision of the highest court 
of Great Britain can be enacted by a 
monarchical government, there ought to 
be no hesitancy in conceding it in our 
own Republic. 

The unions of labor aim to improve the 
standard of life; to uproot ignorance and 
foster education; to instill character, 
manhood, and an _ independent spirit 
among cur people; to bring about a rec- 
ognition of the interdependence of man 
upon his fellow-man. We aim to estab- 
lish a normal workday; to take the chil- 
dren from the factory and workshop and 
give them the opportunity of the schools, 
the home, and the playground. In a 
word, our unions strive to lighten toil, 
educate their members, make _ their 
homes more cheerful, and in every way 
contribute an earnest effort toward mak- 
ing life the better worth living. To 
achieve. these praiseworthy ends, we be- 
lieve that all honorable and lawful means 
are justifiable and commendable and 





es oa al 


—— 


TOSI ee rEg se et 


WIS 











eee 











AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 83 


should receive the sympathetic support 
of every right-thinking American. 

Labor asks only for justice. It asks 
that it be not victimized and penalized 
under laws never intended to apply to it. 

We hope for a prompt recognition on 
the part of Congress of the wage-work- 
ers’ very reasonable and moderate in- 
sistence in this important matter. 

In addition, the other most important 
measures which labor urges are: 

The bill to regulate and limit the is- 
suance of injunctions—‘‘Pearre bill.’’ 

Employers’ liability bill. 

The biil extending the application of 
the eight-hour law to all government em- 
ployes and those employed upon work 
for the government, whether by con- 
tractors or subcontractors, 

There are other measures’ pending 
which we regard as important, but we 
feel especially justified in urging the 
passage of these mentioned, because they 
have been before Congress for several 
Sessions, and upon which extended hear- 
ings have been had before committees, 
every interest concerned having had am- 
ple opportunity to present arguments, 
and there is no good reason why action 
should longer be deferred by Congress. 

We come to Congress hoping for a 
prompt and adequate remedy for the 
grievances of which we justly complain. 


~The psychological moment has arrived 


for a total change of governmental pol- 
icy toward the workers; to permit it to 
pass may be to invite disaster even to 
our national life. 

In this frank statement of its griev- 
ances the attitude of labor should not be 
misinterpreted, nor should it be held as 
wanting in respect for our highest law- 
making body. 

That the workers, while smarting un- 
der a most keen sense of injustice and 
neglect, turn first to Congress for a rem- 
edy, shows how greatly they still trust 
in the power and willingness of this 
branch of the gevernment to_ restore, 
safeguard and protect their rights. 

Labor proposes to aid in this work by 
eryercising its utmost political and indus- 
trial activity, its moral and social in- 
fluence, in crder that the interests of the 
masses may be represented in Congress 
by those who are pledged to do justice 
to labor and to all our people, not to 
promote the special interests of those 
who would injure the whole body politic 
by crippling and enslaving the toilers. 

Labor is mest hopeful that Congress 
will appreciate the gravity of the situa- 
tion which we have endeavored to pre- 
sent. The workers trust that Congress 
will shake off the apathy which has 
heretofore characterized it on this sub- 
ject and perform a beneficent social serv- 
ice for the whole people by enacting such 
legislation as will restore confidence 
among the workers that their needs as 
law-abiding citizens will be heeded. 

Only by sueh action will a crisis be 
averted. There must be something more 
substantial than fair promises. The 
present feeling of widespread apprehen- 
sion among the workers of our country 
becomes more acute every day. The de- 
sire for decisive action becomes more 
intense, 


While it is true that there is no legal 
appeal from a Supreme Court decision, 
yel we believe Congress can and should 
enact such further legisiation as_ wiil 
mere ciearly define the rights and liber- 
ties of the workers. 

Should labor’s petition for the righting 
of the wrongs which have been imposed 
upon it and the remedying of injustice 
done to it pass unheeded by Congress 
and those who administer the affairs of 
our government, then upon those who 
have failed to do their duty, and not 
upon the workers, will rest the respon- 
ey, 

The labor union is a natural, rational 
and inevitable outgrowth of our modern 
industrial conditions. To outlaw. the 
union in the exercise of its normal ac- 
tivities for the protection and advance- 
ment of labor and the advancement of 
society in general is to do a tremendous 
injury to ail people. 

‘The repression of right and natural ac- 
tivities is bound to finally break forth in 
violent form of protest, especially among 
the more ignorant of the people, who will 
feel great bitterness if denied the con- 
sideration they have a right to expect at 
the hands of Congress. 

As the authorized representatives of 
the organized wage-earners of our 
country, we present to you in the 
most conservative and earnest manner 
that protest against the wrongs which 
they have to endure and some of the 
rights and relief to which they are justly 
entitled. There is not a wrong for which 
we seek redress, or a right to which we 
aspire, which does not or will not be 
equally shared by all the workers—by all 
the people. 

While no member of Congress or party 
can evade or avoid his or their own in- 
dividual or party share of responsibility, 
we aver that the party in power must 
and will by labor and its sympathizers 
be held primarily responsible for the fail- 
ure to give the prompt, full and effective 
congressional relief we Know to be with- 
in its power. 

We come to you not as political parti- 
sans, whether Republican, Democratic, 
or other, but as representatives of the 
wageworkers of our country, whose 
rights, interests and welfare have been 
jeopardized and flagrantly, woefully dis- 
regarded and neglected. We come to you 
because vou are responsible for legisla- 
tion, or the failure of legislation. If 
these or new questions are unsettled, and 
any other political party becomes respon- 
sible for legislation, we shall press home 
upon its representatives and hold them 
responsible, equally as we now must hold 


you. 

SAM’L GOMPERS, 

W. R. FAIRLEY, 

JOS. F. VALENTINE, 

T. C. PARSONS, 

P. J. McARDLE, 

Cc. M. BARNETT, 

W. D. MAHON, 

Committee. 
Samuel Gompers, president; James 


O’Connell, third vice-president; Max Mor- 
ris, fourth vice-president; Hayes, 
fifth vice-president; Daniel J. Keefe, 
sixth vice-president; Wm. D. Huber, sev- 
enth vice-president; Joseph F. Valentine, 
eighth vice-president; Frank Morrison, 
secretary, and John B. Lennon, treas- 
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urer, Executive Council American Fed- 
eration of labor. 

George L. Berry, Norman C. Sprague, 
International Printing Pressmen'’s Union. 

John P. Frey, iron Molders’ Union of 
North America. 

. M. Huddleston, International Slate 
and Tile Roofers’ Union. 

James Wilson, Pattern Makers’ League 
of North America. 

Richard Braunschweig, Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Union. 

Charles R. Atherton, A. B. Grout, 
Metal Polishers’, Buffers’, Platers’ and 
Brass Workers’ Union. 

Jere L. Sullivan, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employes’ International Alliance. 

W. . Fairley, Thomas Haggerty, 
United Mine Workers’ Union of North 
America. 

A. McAndrews, E. Lewis Evans, To- 
bacco Workers’ International Union. 

James J. Freel, International Stereo- 
typers’ and Electrotypers’ Union. 

W. F. Costello, H. T. Rogers, Interna- 
tional Steam and Hot Water Fitters’ and 
Helpers’ Union. 

James O’Connell, Arthur E. Holder, A. 
McGilray. International Association of 
Machinists. 

M. O’Sullivan, Thomas F. Ryan, Amal- 
gamated Sheet’ Metal WwW orkers’ Interna- 
tional Alliance. 

E. Pritchard, 
and Rammermen. 

Thomas T. Maher, Amalgamated Sheet 
Metal Workers’ International Alliance. 

J. L. Feeney, International Brotherhood 
of Bookbinders. 

Cc. M. Barnett, O. D. Pauley, American 
Society of Equity. 

Timothy Healy, International Brother- 
hood of Stationary Firemen. 

Rezin Orr, W. D. Mahon, Amalgamated 
Street and Electric Railway Employees. 

John A. Moffitt, Martin Lawlor, United 
Hatters of North America. 

J. W. Kline, H. G. Poulesland, J. M. 
Cox, International Brotherhood of Black- 
smiths and Helpers. 

F. M. Ryan, Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers’ International Association. 

Wm. J. Barry, Pilots’ Association. 

A. B. Lowe, International Brotherhood 
of Maintenance of Way Employes. 

W. W. Beattie, Wesley Russell, Percy 
Thomas, Commercial Telegraphers’ In- 
ternational Union of America. 

J. E. Davenport, A. B. Wilson, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Maintenance of 
Way Employes. 

M. J. Shea, International Stereotypers’ 
and Electrotype:s’ Union. 

James lL, Gernon, Pattern 
League of North America. 


International Pavers 


Makers’ 


J. M. McElroy, Brush Makers’ Inter- 
national Union. 
tT. A. Rickert, B. A. Larger, United 


Garment Workers of America. 

M. Zuckerman, H. Hinder, United Cloth 
Hat and Cap Makers of North America. 

H. B. Perham, A. T. McDaniel, W. J. 
Gregory, Order of Railroad T elegraphers. 

Jas. F. Speirs, Thos. C. Nolan, Wm. 
Grant, Brotherhood of Boiler Makers and 
Iron Shipbuilders. 

F. J. Kelly, International 
gravers’ Union. 

Wm. D. Huber, 


Photo-En- 
James Kirby, United 


Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. 
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Samuel Gompers, G, W. Perkins, Thos. 
F. ‘Tracy, Cigarmakers’ International 
Union. 

J. T. Carey, International Brotherhood 
of Paper Makers of North America. 

J. B. Espey, M. J. Kelly, International 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders. 

Jno. F. Breen, Hod Carriers’ and Build- 
ing Laborers’ International Union. 

Max Morris, J. A. Anderson, Herman 
Robinson, D. F. Manning, Retail Clerks’ 
International Protective Association. 

Jno. F. Tobin, Jno. P. Murphy, Boot 
and Shoe Workers’ Union. 

Wm. Silver, Granite Cutters’ 
tional Association. 

f . James, F. M. Nurse, Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Stationary Fire- 
men 

J. C. Balhorn, Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 


America. 
Cc. Bradley, E. E. Desmond, 


Interna- 


Chas. 
American Wire Weavers’ Protective As- 
sociation. 

Jno. A. Dyche, International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union. 

Wm. J. Spencer, United Association of 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters’ Helpers. 

Joseph N. Weber, American Federation 
of Musicians. 

T. J. Sullivan, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees’ International Alliance. 

J. H. Williams, Order of Railway Tele- 
graphers. 

F. L. Mahan, Ed. L. Schrack, Inter- 
national Plate Printers. 

John J. Hanrahan, A. P. Kelly, H. 
Brosmer, Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Firemen and Engineers. 

John Manning, Shirt Waist and Laun- 
dry Workers’ International Union. 

Cc. A. Laflin, Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive Firemen and Engineers. 

Wm. H. Frazier, International Sea- 
men’s. Union. 

T. J. Duffy, Frank H. Hutchens, Ed. 
Menge, International Brotherhood of Op- 
erative Potters. 


A. Olander, International Seamen’s 
Union. 
Frank L. Ronemus, Brotherhood of 


Railway Car Men of America. 

George C. Griffin, United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America. 
Louis Kemper, A. J. Kugler, William 
Hellmuth, International Union of Brew- 
ery Workers of America. 

T. C. Parsons, George G. Seibold, In- 
ternational Typographical Union. 


D. A. Hayes, William Launer, James 
J. Dunn, F. H. Williams, Glass-Bottle 
Blowers’ Association. 


James McHugh, Journeyman Stone Cut- 
ters’ Association. 

Daniel J. Keefe, Thomas Gallagher, In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s Association. 
. A Rickert, United Garment Work- 
ers of America. 

J. J Flynn, P. J. Flannery, 
Freight Handlers and 
Inion. 


Interior 
Warehousemen’s 


Ww. J. McSorley, R. V. Brandt, Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers’ International 
Union. 

P. J. McArdle, John Williams, Amal- 


gamated Association of Iron and Steel 
Workers. 
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Jacob Fischer, Frank K. Noschang, 


Journeymen Barbers’ International Union. 


John Golden, Albert Hibbert, United 
Textile Workers of America. 

Dan‘el J. Tobin, International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters. 

Matt Comerford, International Union of 
Steam Engineers. 

F. A. Didsbury, Pocketknife-Blade 
Grinders and Finishers’ National Union. 

Edward W. Potter, Homer D. Call, H. 
L. Ejichelberger, A. L. Webb, Amalga- 
mated Meat Cutters and Butcher Work- 
ers of North America. 

Frank Gehring, Lithographers Interna- 
tional Protective and Beneficial Associa- 
tion. 

J. F. Murphy, International Union of 
Elevator Constructors. 

Frederick Benson, International Sea- 
men’s Union. 

John H. Brinkman, Carriage and Wa- 
gon Workers’ International Union. 

P. F. Richardson, International Car 
Workers. 

Joseph Reilly, United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters. 

B. Kuhn, Cigarmakers’ Internation- 
al Union. : 

Thomas McGilton, Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers. 

John Weber, Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union. 

James J. McCracken, International 
Union of Steam Engineers. 

James H. Hatch, Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union. 

. F. McCarthy, Hotel and Restaurant 
Employes’ International Alliance. 


Office of the American Federation of 
Labor. 


ADDRESS TO WORKERS. 


Washington, D. C., March 18, 1908. 
To Organized Labor and Farmers’ Asso- 
ciations, Greeting: 

The ‘‘Protest Conference”’ of the repre- 
sentatives of the Workers of our country 
assembled in Washington, D. C., on 
March 18, 1908, will probably go down 
in history as the rreatest gathering ever 
held to solemnly voice the protest of the 
people against the denial of the rights of 
the workers by the judiciary. This con- 
ference will be memorable also for the 
declaration and action looking toward the 
upholding and defending of the rights of 
all our people. 

There were gathered in this conference 
the responsible executive officers of 118 
national and international trade unions; 
assembled with them in hearty agree- 
ment were representatives of the Farm- 
ers’ American Society of Equity and also 
officers of railway brotherhoods. No 
more representative and responsible gath- 
ering of the men of labor, we believe, was 
ever brought together in the effort to 
voice the just protest and laudable aspira- 
tions of the workers of our country. 

The deliberations of our conference, 
which occupied two full days, were pre- 
ceded by a two days’ session of the 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 


eration of Labor. The proceedings were 


marked by the utmost harmony. There 
was indeed the intensity of feeling which 
so grave a situation must evoke, there 
was also an unbounded enthusiasm, a 


grim earnestness of purpose, and a firm 
determination that the work initiated 
by this conference should not cease until 
the wrongs from which the workers suf- 
fer shall be righted and their liberties 
which have been imperilled shall be re- 
stored and forever safeguarded. 

Our consideration of the circumstances 
which made this conference imperative 
was characterized by the utmost freedom 
of expression. It was felt that in the 
consensus of oninion and feeling brought 
forth by the renresentatives of so many 
trades and callings from all sections of 
the country there could not fail to be 
much that would be helpful in guiding 
our deliberations and of service to our 
fellow workers. It is our hope that every 
worker and every friend of the workers 
will realize and feel as we do the serious- 
ness of the crisis which we now face and 
that all will be animated by the earnest- 
ness, the lovaltv and enthusiasm which 
was so marked among the representatives 
assembled. 

While the Suvreme Court or other in- 
stitutions may be able to temporarily re- 
tard and seriously embarrass the growth 
and action of our movement we boldly 
assert that no power on earth can de- 
stroy, successfully outlaw, or disrupt the 
trade union movement 

Meetings had been held in various parts 
of the countrv and resolutions adopted 
and forwarded to American Federation 
of Labor headquarters urging prompt and 
vigorous action. The suggestions sub- 
mitted were various in detail. but all 
characterized by the earnest desire that 
labor should take steps at once to exer- 
cise its fullest activities in every possible 
direction in order that relief may be ob- 
tained from the present intolerable situ- 
ation. 

In this conference we, your representa- 
tives, realized the serious responsibility 
resting unon us, not only to voice ade- 
quately the feeling of outraged indigna- 
tion on the part of the workers at the 
deprivation of their rights and liberties 
involved in the law as interpreted by 
recent court decision, but the even more 
important task of initiating and aiding 
in carrving toward a_ successful fulfil- 
ment the constructive and active work 
which shall deliver the workers from the 
present and impending danger ard in- 
sure them the restoration of their rights 
and liberties and secure enjoyment in 
the future of the inalienable rights guar- 
anteed by our Constitution. 

A large part of our deliberations was 
naturally devoted to a discussion of the 
Supreme Court’s action in applying the 
Sherman anti-trust law to labor. 

All agreed upon the necessity of im- 
mediate congressional action if the seri- 
ous consequences and threatened dangers 
to labor and the wealth producers of our 
country are to be averted. 

The following amendment to the Sher- 
man anti-trust law had alreadv_ been 
drawn up and agreed upon by the Execu- 
tive Council, acting with the legal ad- 
visors of the American Federation of 
Labor. This is designed to relieve labor 
from the harmful overation of the Sher- 
man anti-trust law. which was never 
intended to apply to it: 

“That nothing in said act (Sherman 
anti-trust law), or in this act, is in- 
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tended, nor shall any provision thereof 
hereafter be enforced so as to apply to 
organizations or associations not for 
profit and without capital stock, nor to 
the members of such organizations or 
associations. 

“That nothing in said act (Sherman 
anti-trust law), or in this act, is in- 
tended, nor shall any provision thereof 
hereaiter be enforced so as to apply to 
uny arrangements, agreements or com- 
binat.ons among persons engaged in agri- 
culture or horticulture made with a view 
of enhancing the price of their own agri- 
cultural or horticultural products.” 

This amendment was carefully consid- 
ered in conference and met with enthusi- 
astic, hearty and unanimous approval. 

lt was the unanimous feeling that some 
special sieps should be taken to impress 
upon Congress the necessity of prompt 
action upon the Sherman anti-trust law 
amendment and upon other important 
labor legislation now pending, namely: 

The bill to regulate and limit the issu- 
ance of injunctions—‘‘Pearre bill.’ 

Employers’ liability bill. 

he bill extending the application of 
the eight-hour law to all government 
employes, and those employed upon work 
for the government, whether by con- 
tractors or subcontractors. 

Your representatives prepared the pro- 
test which you will find accompanying 
this, and delivered the same to Speaker 
Cannon, of the House, and Vice-President 
Fairbanks, President of the Senate. 

As to the effect of our solemn protest 
representing the desires and needs of our 
fellow workers and their friends we can 
not at this time state, but we believe 
that Congress appreciates the gravity of 
the situation. In our protest we en- 
deavored, while preserving a courteous 
and dignified form of address, to make it 
entirely clear to Congress that organized 
labor is in no mood to be trifled with. 
It means business. We truly believe that 
in this protest we stated very conserva- 
tively to Congress the intense feeling of 
anxiety and apprehension which agitates 
the workers of the country and their 
sympathizers. 

Without doubt the presentation of la- 
bor’s protest by our accredited represen- 
tatives did much to convince the country 
at large that labor expects of Congress 
the relief which is within the power of 
the law-making department of govern- 
ment, and expects it from this session 
of the present Congress. 

The Supreme Court decision applying 
the Sherman law to labor makes the 
crises an especially grave one, for under 
that decision every normal, peaceful and 
helpful activity of the workers, whether 
exercised individually or in association, 
may be construed as a ‘conspiracy’ or 
a combination in restraint of trade and 
commerce, and punished by fine and im- 
prisonment, or both, and damages may 
be inflicted to the extent of each indi- 
vidual’s possessions. 

Every legitimate pressure must now be 
brought to bear upon Congress in the 
effort to secure the passage of our 
amendment to the Sherman law. 

Hold mass meetings in every city and 
town in the United States on the even- 
ing of the third Sunday or Monday in 
April, 19th or 20th, and at that meeting 
voice fully and unmistakably labor’s pro- 





REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


test against the Supreme Court decision, 
which strips labor of the rights and lib- 
erties which we had supposed were guar- 
anteed by the Constitution. Resolutions 
should be adopted urging upon the pres- 
ent Congress the passage of the amend- 
ment to the Sherman itaw and warning 
Congress that it will be held responsible 
tor tailure to enact such legislation. 

Labor should spare no activity to im- 
press upon Congress its insistent demand 
for the passage of this amendment. 

in addition to the holding of the mass 
meeting of April 19 or 20, and on such 
other dates as may be fixed in future, 
and the forwarding of resolutions ex- 
pressing labor's protest and determina- 
tion, every member of organized labor 
should write a personal letter to the 
Congiessman of his district and to the 
two United States Senators of his state, 
insisting that they use their efforts and 

cast their \ote for the passage of our 
amendment to the Sherman law and 
other legislation mentioned in labor’s 
protest, and warning them that labor 
and its friends will hold them responsi- 
ble. That labor proposes to be represent- 
ed in Congress by men who will do jus- 
tice to the workers and all the people; 
that it proposes to exercise every polit- 
ical and industrial activity to this end; 
that upon the record of this Congress 
will be based the workers’ decision as to 
a candidate’s future desirability as a 
member of Congress. 

Get every friend of labor to write a 
personal letter of this character. Let it 
be brief, but to the point, and keep a rec- 
ord of the resolutions and letters for- 
warded. 

We hope most earnestly for the pass- 
age of the measures we have urged, but 
should Congress fail to do its duty we 
will, by following this method, be able 
to place the responsibility upon those 
who have failed to do justice to labor 
when it lay within their power. 

We deem it essential for the success- 
ful accomplishment of the plan set forth 
in the foregoing that local unions, city, 
central and_= state . federations follow 
closely the line of action outlined by this 
conference and such further plans as 
may be promulgated by the Executive 
Council or by future conferences, so that 


our strength and influence may not be 
frittered away by different lines of ac- 
tion. 


We have appealed to Congress for the 
necessary relief we deem essential to 
safeguard the interests and rights of the 
toilers. 

We now call upon the workers of our 
common country to stand faithfully by 
our friends, oppose and defeat our ene- 
mies, whether they be candidates for 
President, for Congress, or other offices, 
— executive, legislative or judi- 
cial. 

Each candidate should be questioned 
and pledged as to his attitude upon all 
subjects of importance to the _ toilers, 
whether in factory, farm, field, shop or 
mine. 

We again renew and hereby declare our 
complete and abiding faith in the trade 
union movement to successfully accom- 
plish the amelioration of economic con- 
ditions befitting all of our people. The 
historical past of our movement, its 
splendid achievements in labor's behalf, 
and magnificent present standing, war- 
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rants the assertion and justifies our pre- 
diction for its future success. 

We, the representatives of the national 
and international trade unions and farm- 
ers’ crganizations, represented in this 
conference, call upon the Executive 
Council and upon all labor to use every 
possible legitimate effort to secure for 
the workers their inalienable liberties 
and their proper recognition as a vital 
portion of the fabric of our civilization. 
We pledge ourselves to use every lawful 
and honorable effort to carry out the pol- 
icy agreed upon at this conference. We 
pledge our industrial, political, financial 
and moral support to our own members 
and to our friends wherever found, not 
enly for the present time, but for the 
continuous effort which may be neces- 
sary for success. We pledge ourselves 
to carry on this work until every indus- 
trial and political activity of the work- 
ers is guaranteed its permanent place 
and usefulness in the progress of our 
country. 

Let labor not falter for one instant; 
the most grave and momentous crisis 
ever faced by the wageworkers of our 
country is now upon us. 

Our industrial rights have been shorn 
from us and our liberties are threat- 
ened. 

It rests with each of us to make the 
most earnest, impressive and law-abid- 
ing effort that lies within our power to 
restore these liberties and safeguard our 
rights for the future if we are to save 
the workers and mayhap even the na- 
tion itself from threatened disaster. 

This is not a time for idle fear. 

Let every man be up and .doing. <Ac- 
tion consistent, action persistent, action 
insistent is the watchword. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF NATIONAL 

AND INTERNATIONAL UNIONS AND 

FARMERS’ ORGANIZATIONS WHO 
ENDORSED AND SIGNED THE 
ABOVE PROTEST. 

SAMUEL GOMPERS, President. 

JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-President. 

— MITCHELL, Second Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

JAMES O’CONNELL, Third Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

MAX MORRIS, Fourth Vice-President. 

D. A. HAYES, Fifth Vice-President. 

— J. KEEFE, Sixth Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

WM. D. HUBER, Seventh Vice-Presi- 
dent. 

JOSEPH F. VALENTINE 
President. 

FRANK MORRISON, Secretary. 

JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer. 
Executive Council, American Federation 
of Labor. 

GEORGE lL. BERRY, NORMAN C. 
SPRAGUE, International Printing 
Pressmen’s Union. 

JOSEPH F. VALENTINE, JOHN P. 
FREY, Iron Molders’ Union of North 
America. 

G. M. HUDDLESTON, International 
Slate and Tile Roofers’ Union. 

RICHARD BRAUNSCHWEIG. Amalga- 
pares Wood Workers’ International 

nion. 


Eighth Vice- 


CHARLES R. ATHERTON, A. B. 
GROUT, Metal Polishers, Buffers, Plat- 
ers and Brass Workers’ Union. 

JERE L. SULLIVAN, J. F. McCARTHY, 
T. J. SULLIVAN, Hotel and Restau- 
rant Employes’ International Alliance. 

W. R. FAIRLEY, THOMAS HAGGER- 
TY, United Mine Workers of America. 

JAS. F. SPEIRS, THOS. C. NOLAN, 
WM. GRANT, Brotherhood of Boiler- 
makers and Iron Shipbuilders. 

F. J. KELLY, International Photo-En- 
gravers’ Union. 

WM. D. HUBER, JAMES KIRBY, GEO. 
G. GRIFFIN, JOS. REILLY, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners. 

G. W. PERKINS, SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
THOS. F. TRACY, L. B. KUHN, Cigar- 
makers’ International Union. 

J. T. CAREY, International Brotherhood 
of Papermakers of North America. 

JNO. F. BREEN, Hodcarriers and Build- 
ing Laborers’ International Union. 
MAX MORRIS, J. A. ANDERSON, HER- 
MAN ROBINSON, D. F. MANNING, 
Retail Clerks’ International Protective 
Association. 

JNO. F. TOBIN, JNO. P. MURPHY,.Boot 
and Shoe Workers’ Union. 

WM. SILVER, Granite Cutters’ Interna-— 
tional Association. 

J. C. BALHORN, THOS. McGILTON, 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers of America. 

CHAS. C. BRADLEY, E. E. DESMOND, 
American Wire Weavers’ Protective As- 
sociation. 

JNO. A. DYCHE, International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union. 

WM. J. SPENCER, United Association 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters, 
and Steam Fitters’ Helpers. 

JOSEPH N. WEBER, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. 

T. L. MAHAN, ED. L. SCHRACK, Inter- 
national Plate Printers. 

JOHN MANNING. Shirt Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union. 

WM. H. FRAZIER, V. A. OLANDER, 

FREDERICK BENSON, International 
Seamen’s Union. 

A. McANDREWS, E. LEWIS EVANS, 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union. 

W. F. COSTELLO, }!H. T. ROGERS, In- 
ternational Steam and Hot Water Fit- 
ters’ and Helpers’ Union. 

JAMES O'CONNELL, ARTHUR FE. HOL- 
DER, A. McGILRAY, International As- 
sociation of Machinists. 

M. O’SULLIVAN, THOMAS F. RYAN, 
Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers’ In- 
ternational Alliance. 

J. E. PRITCHARD, International Pavers 
and Rammermen. 

THOMAS T. MAHE va 
Sheet Metal Workers’ 
Alliance. 

J. L. FEENEY, J. B. EPSEY, M. J. 
KELLY, International Brotherhood of 
300kbinders. 

C. M. BENNETT. O. D. PAULEY, Amer- 
ican Society of Eouity. 

TIMOTHY HEALY. N. A. JAMES, F. M. 
NOURSE. International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen. 

REZIN ORR. W. D. MATTON, Amalga- 
ae Street and Electric Railway Em- 
p oyves 


Amalgamated 
International 








JOHN A. MOFFITT, MARTIN LAWLOR, 
United Hatters of North America. 

J. W. KLINE, H. G. POULESLAND, J. 
M. COX, International Brotherhood of 
Blacksmiths and Helpers. 

F. M. RYAN, Bridge and Structural Iron 
Workers’ International Association. 

WM. J. BARRY, Pilots’ Association. 

W. W. BEATTIE, WESLEY RUSSELL, 
PERCY THOMAS, Commercial Teleg- 
raphers’ International Union of Amer- 


ca. 

A. B. LOWE, J. B. DAVENPORT, A. B. 
WILSON, International Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employes. 

M. J. SHEA, JAMES J. FREEL, Inter- 
national Stereotypers and_ Electroty- 
pers’ Union. 

JAMES L. GERNON, JAMES WILSON, 
Patternmakers’ League of North Amer- 


ica. 

J. M. McELROY, Brushmakers’ Interna- 
national Union. 

T. A. RICKERT, B. A. LARGER, United 
Garment Workers of America. 

M. ZUCKERMAN, H. HINDER, United 
Cloth Hat and Cap Makers of North 
America, 

H. P. PERHAM, A. T. McDANIEL, W. 
J. GREGORY, J. H. WILLIAMS, Order 
of Railroad Telegraphers. 

T. J. DUFFY, FRANK H. HUTCHENS, 
ED. MENGE, International Brother- 
hood of Operative Potters. 

FRANK L. RONEMUS, Brotherhood of 
Railway Car Men of America. 

LOUIS KEMPER, A. J. KUGLER, WM. 
HELLMUTH, International Union of 
Brewery Workers of America. 

T. C. PARSONS, GEORGE G. SEIBOLD, 
International Typographical Union. 

D. A. HAYES, WILLIAM LAUNER, 
JAMES J. DUNN, F. H. WILLIAMS, 
Glass Bottle Blowers’ Association. 

JAMES F. McHUGH, Journeymen Stone 
Cutters’ Association. 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, THOMAS GALLA- 
GHER, International Longshoremen’s 
Association. 

J. J. FLYNN, P. J. FLANNERY, Inter- 
ior Freight Handlers and Warehouse- 
men’s Union. 

W. J. McSORLEY, R. V. BRANDT, 
Wood, Wire and Metal Lathers’ Inter- 
national Union. 

J. McARDLE, JOHN WILLIAMS, 
Amalgamated Association of Iron and 
Steel Workers. 

JACOB FISCHER, FRANK K. NOS- 
CHANG, Journeymen Barbers’ Interna- 
tional Union. 

JOHN GOLDEN, ALBERT HIBBERT, 
United Textile Workers of America. 
DANIEL J. TOBIN, International Broth- 

erhood of Teamsters. 

MATT COMERFORD, JAMES J. Mc- 
CRACKEN, International Union of 
Steam Engineers. 


F. A. DIDSBURY, Pocketknife-Blade 
Grinders’ and Finishers’ National 
Union. 


EDWARD W. POTTER. HOMER D. 
CALL, H. L. EICHELBERGER, A. L. 
WEBB, Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workers of North Amer- 
ica. 

FRANK GEHRING, Lithographers’ In- 
‘ternational Protective and Beneficial 
Association. 
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J. F. MURPHY, International Union of 
Elevator Constructors. 

JOHN H. BRINKMAN, Carriage and 
Wagon Workers’ International Union. 

P. F. RICHARDSON, International Car 
Workers. 

JOHN WEBER, Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union. 

JAMES H. HATCH, Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union. 


The protest to Congress was presented 
to the presiding officer of the Senate and 
the speaker of the House of Represent- 
atives. The address to workers was dis- 
tributed throughout the country. Mass 
meetings were held by the workers in 
nearly every city and town in the United 
States. Resolutions were literally poured 
in upon Congress demanding legislative 
relief from these wrongs before adjourn- 
ment. 

Congress adjourned without passing 
any measures according the relief de- 
manded, and to which the toilers were 
entitled. We held a meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Council and decided upon hold- 
ing meetings at Chicago and Denver for 
the transaction of business which came 
before it, and for the purpose of urging 
the Republican and Democratic conven- 
tions, respectively, to adopt as part of 
their platforms the relief which labor 
asked. These are embodied in the fol- 
lowing: 


We therefore pledge the .......... party 
to the enactment of a law by Congress 
guaranteeing to the wage-earners, agri- 
culturists and horticulturists of our coun- 
try the right of organized effort to the 
end that such associations or their mem- 
bers shall not be regarded as illegal com- 
binations in restraint of trade. 

We pledge ourselves to the enactment 
of a law to prohibit the issuance of in- 
junctions in cases arising out of labor 
disputes, when such injunctions would 
not apply when no labor disputes ex- 
isted; and that in no case shall an in- 
junction be issued when there exists a 
remedy by the ordinary process of law, 
and which act shall provide that in the 
procedure for the punishment of con- 
tempt of court, the party cited for con- 
tempt shall when such contempt was 
net committed in the presence of the 
court, be entitled to a trial by jury. 

We pledge the ............ party to the 
enactment of an amendment extending 
the existing eight-hour law to all govern- 
ment employes, and to all workers, 
whether employed by contractors or sub- 
contractors, doing work for or on behalf 
of the federal government. 

We pledge the ............ party to the 
enactment of a law-by Congress, as far 
as the federal jurisdiction extends, for a 
general employers’ liability act for injury 
to body or loss of life of employes. 

We pledge the ............ party to tho 
enactment of a law, to the extent of fed- 
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eral jurisdiction, granting women’s suf- 
frage, and to submit a constitutional 
amendment for ratification to the states 
for the absolute suffrage of women, co- 
equal with men. 

WOO. DOGG, CHO ccscescavans party to the 
enactment of a law creating a Deoart- 
ment of Labor, separate from any eyxist- 
ing department, with a secretary at its 
head having a seat in the President's 
cabinet. 

We pledge the ..... sendane party to the 
enactment of a law for the creation cf a 
federal bureau of mines and mining, pre- 
ferably under the proposed Department 
of Labor, and the appropriation of suffi- 
cient funds to thoroughly investigate the 
cause of mine disasters, so that laws 
and regulations may be recommended 
and enacted which will prevent the ter- 
rible maiming and loss of life in the 
mines. 

WE PICESS BG siisesiceses party to the 
enactment of a law for the establish- 
ment of United States government postal 
savings banks. 


These were presented to the two party 
conventions in identical form. 

The Republican party convention 
adopted a plank as follows: 


“The Republican party will uphold at 
all times the authority and integrity of 
the courts, state and federal, and will 
ever insist that their powers to enforce 
their process and to protect life, liberty 
and property shall be preserved inviolate. 
We believe, however, that the rules of 
procedure in the federal courts with re- 
spect to the issuance of the writ of in- 
junction sheuld be more accurately de- 
fined by statute, and that no injunction 
or temporary restraining order should 
be issued without notice, except where 
irreparable injury would result from de- 
lay, in which case a speedy hearing 
thereafter shculd be granted.” 


The Democratic party convention at 
Denver adopted a plank as follows: 


The courts of justice are the bulwark 
of our liberties, and we yield to none in 
our purpose to maintain their dignity. 
Our party has given to the bench a long 
line of distinguished judges who have 
added to the respect and confidence in 
which this department must be jealously 
maintained. We resent the attempt of 
the Republican party to raise a false is- 
Sue respecting the judiciary. It is an 
unjust reflection upon a_ great body of 
our citizens to assume that they lack re- 
spect for the courts. 

It is the function of the courts to in- 
terpret the laws which the people create, 
and if the laws appear to work economic, 
social or political injustice it is our duty 
to change them. The only basis upon 
which the integrity of our courts can 
stand is that of unswerving justice and 
protection of life, personal liberty and 
property. If judicial processes may be 
abused we should guard them against 
abuse. 

Experience has proven the necessity of 
a modification of the present law relat- 
ing to injunctions, and we reiterate the 


pledge of our national platforms of 1896 
and 1904 in favor of the measure which 
passed the United States Senate in 189, 
but which a Republican Congress has 
ever since refused to enact, relating to 
contempts in federal courts and provid- 
ing for trial by jury in case of indirect 
contempt. 

Questions of judicial practice have 
arisen, especially in connection with in- 
dustrial disputes. We deem that the 
parties to all judicial proceedings should 
be treated with rigid impartiality, and 
that injunctions should not be issued 
in any cases in which injunctions would 
not issue if no industrial disputes were 
involved, 

Tne expanding organization of industry 
makes it essential that there should be 
no abridgment of the right of wage- 
earners and producers to organize for 
the protection of wages and the improve- 
ment of labor conditions to the end that 
such labor organizations and their mem- 
bers should not be regarded as illegal 
combinations in restraint of trade. 

We favor the eight-hour day on all 
government work. 

We pledge the Democratic party to the 
enactment of a law by Congress, as far 
as the federal jurisdiction extends, for a 
general employers’ liability act covering 
injury to body or loss of life of em- 
ployes. 

We pledge the Democratic party to the 
enactment of a law creating a Depart- 
ment of Labor, represented separately in 
the President’s cabinet, which Department 
shall include the subject of mines and 
mining.” 


At our Chicago meeting the report of 
the Legislative Committee was consid- 
ered and approved, and both for your in- 
formation as well as its historic impor- 
tance, we submit it to you here. It is 
as follows: 


REPORT OF Leas COMMIT- 


The American Federation of Labor 
Anti-Injunction Bill, H. R. 94, was intro- 
duced by Mr, Pearre, of Maryland, on 
the first day of the recent session of 
Congress. From time to time other so- 
called anti-injunction bills have been in- 
troduced by various members of Con- 
gress, none of which, however, contained 
any provisions favorable to labor; conse- 
quently they did not recei e the approval 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

All of these anti-injunction measures 
were referred to the House committee on 
Judiciary, of which the Hon. John J. 
Jenkins, of Wisconsin, is chairman. This 
gentleman, On many occasions, in per- 
sonal conversation, attempted to make it 
appear that he was friendly to our in- 
terests, but everv act of his as chairman 
of the House judiciary committee proved 
the contrary. FEarly in the session Chair- 
man Jenkins divided the committee into 
a number of subcommittees. of one of 
which he made that notorious enemy of 
organized labor. Congressman Littlefield, 
of Maine. chairman. On numerous occa- 
sions, both on the floor of the House of 
Representatives and in public functions 
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which he has addressed at various places, 
Congressman Littletield expressed his 
hostility, not only to our anti-injunction 
bill, but to labor in general. On one 
occasion he is reported as saying that 
he had the American Federation of 
Labor’s Anti-Injunction Bill in his pocket, 
and that he intended to keep it there. 
Mr. Littlefield has never denied these 
reported public utterances nor complained 
that the statements were incorrect. 


Notwithstanding his well-known hostil- 
ity to labor and to its demands for relief 
from the abuse of the writ of injunction 
in labor disputes by the courts, our bill, 
together with the others that were intro- 
duced on this subject, were referred to 
the subcommittee of which he was made 
chairman. 

The arguments presented to the sub- 
committee in the hearings on the Pearre 
anti-injunction bill are in print and can 
be obtained upon application to the vari- 
ous members of Congress. 

Following the decision rendered by the 
United States Supreme Court in the Hat- 
ters’ case, the situation being a grave and 
dangerous one, 2 conference of the repre- 
sentatives of organized labor was called 
in Washington, and after a two days 
session documents were drafted and pre- 
sented to Congress which stated clearly 
and definitely labor’s position on the 
following measures, viz.: 

The Wilson Amendment to the Sherman 
Anti-Trust Law, H. R. 20584. 

The Pearre Anti-Injunction Bill H. R. 


The bill extending the operation of the 
eight-hour law to contractors and sub- 
contractors, and a 

Clearly defined General 
Liability Law. 

This declaration was submitted to state 
federations of labor, central labor unions, 
local affiliated unions, and all the _ local 
unions affiliated with the national and 
international unions in the United States, 
together with a request that meetings 
be held upon April 19 and 20, and that 
the unions and their members and friends 
petition their Senators and Congressmen, 
asking for the enactment of this legis- 
lation before the adjournment of the first 
session of the present Congress. 

These meetings were held generally all 
over the country on the dates above men- 
tioned, and shortly afterwards petitions 
began to pour in to the Senators and Con- 
gressmen, asking that they give their 
influence and their vote for the legisla- 
tion desired. At first little or no atten- 
tion was paid to these petitions by many 
members of Congress, but as time went 
on the thousands and thousands of peti- 
tions that were being received brought 
forcibly to their attention the necessity 
of some favorable action. 

At the same time, the legislative com- 
mittee, being enlarged by the addition of 
five members, a systematic canvass was 
made of the entire membership of the 
House that could be reached, asking them 
to clearly and specifically declare them- 
selves either for or against the pending 
legislation. An effort was made to reach 
every member of Congress who was in 
the city. or who was not ill, with the re- 
sult that over 250 members declared them- 
selves as being in favor of the legislation 
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asked for and pledged themselves to vote 
tor these bills. 

While a majority of the members of 
the House of the dominant party had 
promised to volte tor our bills, when they 
were given the opportunity in a Republi- 
can caucus or conference to vote our 
bills out of the hands of the committee, 
they failed to do so, and thereby con- 
vinced your committee that they were 
not sincere in the promises given. 

It being evident that ‘the powers that 
be,’’ viz., Speaker Cannon, Representa- 
tives Daizeil of Pennsylvania and Sher- 
man of New York, who constitute the 
Repubiican members of the House com- 
mittee on rules, and Representative 
Payne of New York, the floor leader of 
the majority, and others, controlled the 
legislative programme, and, in order to 
compel them to commit themselves, an 
effort was made by Representative Wil- 
liams, the floor leader of the minority, 
and Representative De Armond of Mis- 
souri, the Democratic members of the 
House committee on rules, to force some 
action. Representative Williams made 
several demands upon the House for the 
immediate passage of certain measures, 
among which were included an insistent 
demand for an anti-injunction bill, but 
all to no avail, the majority members 
Were stubborn and would not be per- 
suaded. : 

Under the ordinary rule of the House 
of Representatives, the first and third 
Mondays of the month were known as 
“suspension days,’ when bills could be 
called up under a suspension of the rules 
and passed by a two-thirds vote. To 
offset the efforts that were made to bring 
about the passage of our bills and other 
legislation, the majority members of the 
rules committee, as above named, re- 
ported the following amendment to the 
House rules: 

“Resolved, That- during the remainder 
of this session rule 28 should be, and 
hereby is, modified in the following par- 
ticulars: 

“First. The use of the motion shall not 
be restricted to the -first and third Mon- 
days of the month. 

“Second. The vote on agreeing to the 
motion shall in all cases be by majority 
instead of by two-thirds;’”’ thereby giving 
the Republican membership in Congress 
the advantage of passing any measure 
by a majority instead of by a two-thirds 
vote. 

In discussing this rule, Representative 
Sherman of New York said boastingly: 
“T tried to make clear the other day, 
Mr. Speaker, and IT repeat now, that the 
Republican majority is anxious that the 
country should know that we are re- 
sponsible for both what is and what is 
not done. I tried to make it clear the 
other day that the Republican party in 
this House, as well as the Republican 
party in the United States, is not seek- 
ing to avoid responsibility but accepts 
full responsibility for all that is done, as 
well as for all that is not done.’’ Simi- 
lar statements were fresuently made 
with great gusto hv Representative 
Payne, and on each-oecasion these state- 
ments were received with great applause 
by the Republicans of the House. 

Some of the Republican members real- 
izing that it was necessary that some ac- 
tion be taken, particularly on the subject 
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of an anti-injunction bill, caused a peti- 
tion to be circulated, asking tor a con- 
ference of the Republican members to 
discuss various measures that had been 
introduced, 

This action was taken after the Repub- 
lican members of the House had been 
personally informed by the legislative 
committee of the American Federation of 
Labor that a “vote to adjourn would be 
considered a vote against labor’s meas- 
ures.’ Official notification to this effect 
was also given in a communication to the 
Hon. Charles H. Brumm of Pennsylva- 
nia. That communication was published 
in full in the June issue of the American 
Fedevationist. 

The first of these conferences was held 
on Wednesday evening, May 20, and was 
over three hours in duration. Any action 
was bitterly opposed by Representatives 
Littlefield of Maine, Jenkins of Wiscon- 
sin and Parker of New Jersey, all three 
of whom are prominent Republican mem- 
bers of the House judiciary committee, 
to which these bills were referred. Con- 
siderable of .the time of that session of 
the conference was taken up in a de- 
nunciation of the American Federation 
of Labor and its executive officers by Mr. 
Littlefield. The next meeting was held 
on Thursday, May 21, and lasted for a 
longer period of time. Notwithstanding 
that an effort was made to have some 
action taken on some of the bills re- 
ferring to injunctions, this conference 
determined by a decisive vote not to 
give labor any legislation whatsoever, and 
the conference adjourned sine die on mo- 
tion of Representative Sherman of New 
York. Much of the time of this confer- 
ence was taken up by Speaker Cannon 
in making a personal attack upon the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor for his —~ of the Pearre 
anti-injunction bill 

It may be interesting to note that the 
day prior to the calling of this first con- 
ference that the Senate ‘steering com- 
mittee’’ served notice upon the House 
leaders that they would ‘‘stand” for no 
more ‘bluff’? legislation, and that if the 
House decided _to pass an anti-injunction 
bill that the Senate would take its own 
good time in considering it, thus com- 
pelling Congress to remain in session. 

It is important that a brief explanation 
of this ‘“‘order’’ served by the Senate 
“steering committee’? be made. Often- 
time the House, in order to get rid of 
legislation which to it was undesirable, 
and not leave the members open for crit- 
icism, would pass certain measures with 
the idea in view that they would quietly 
sleep in the committee room of the Sen- 
ate and no further action be taken. This 
procedure gave the members of the 
House an opportunity to ‘‘square’’ them- 
selves with their constituents by point- 
ing to the fact that they had voted for 
the legislation desired, but that the mat- 
ter had died in the Senate and they were 
not responsible. It is very evident that 
the Republican leaders in the Senate had 
become tired of such methods and pro- 
posed to make the House share the re- 
sponsibility for non-action on its part. 

That it was not the intention of the 

majority of the Senate to pass any anti- 
injunction legislation was demonstrated 
by a question of Senator Culberson of 
Texas, the leader of the Democrats in 


the Senate, to Senator Aldrich of Rhode 
isiand, the leader of the Hepublicans in 
tne Senate, In wnicn he was asKed if he 
could give any information as to the 
probabuity of passing al this session the 
anti-injunction bill, to Which senator 
Aldricn repiled in part: ‘“inat unless tne 
Senate is Willing to stay here for muntas 
1 tind (and 1 say 1 am only expressing 
my own individual opinion) it Wuuia be 
impossible at tnis session Lo pass an act 
ol that wind.’ ihe action of tue sc1ouse 
conterence in’ adjourning witnmout any ac- 
tion being taken as to this measure, the 
reported announcement of tne Senate 
“steering committee,” together with tne 
answer of ‘senator Aidricn, all go to 
prove that it was not and never was the 
intention of thuse who are “‘respunsibile 
for legisiation or lack of iegisiauon”’ in 
the first Session olf Lie vwWlh Couligiess tu 
give any remedial reilef to the lis trom 
which labor suliers. 


The Wilson bill, H. R. 20584, which calls 
for an amendment to the Sherman anti- 
trust act, Was releried to tne House ju- 
diciary committee, and was in turn re- 
terred by Cnairman Jenkins to subcom- 
mittee No. 7, consisting ot Representa- 
tives Bannon ot Ohio, Malby of New 
York and De Armond of Missouri. Not- 
withstanding the fact that many efforts 
were made on the part of the legislative 
committee to have Mr. Bannon caii his 
subcommittee together for the purpose 
of taking action upon this measure, he 
refused to call the committee together 
at any time during the session of the 
60th Congress just closed. Believing that 
it might be well to have the organiza- 
tions of labor in the district in Ohio 
which Mr. Bannon represented know of 
his refusal, and as the primaries for re- 
nominations were about to take place in 
his district, labor and its friends were 
communicated with. Suffice it to say 
thet in the primaries Mr. Bannon was 
defeated for renomination. 


It is advisable to briefly review the ac- 
tion of Congress and its treatment of im- 
portant labor measures that have been 
introduced in the various Congresses dur- 
ing the past number of years in which 
the dominant party has been in power 
and in a position to grant the desired 
legislation. In 1900 a bill was introduced 
known as H. R. 10539; it was intended 
as an amendment to the Sherman anti- 
trust act. During its consideration by 
the House committee on judiciary, rep- 
resentatives of the American Federation 
of Labor requested the committee to in- 
clude this amendment: ‘Nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to apply to 
trade unions or other labor organizations, 
organized for the purpose of regulating 
wages, hours of labor, or other condi- 
tions under which labor is to be per- 
formed.” 

The committee declined to accept this 
amendment, but when the bill was re- 
ported to the House this amendment was 
offered on the floor by a minority mem- 
ber, and upon a record vote of 259 in 
favor and 9 against* the amendment was 
forced upon the House and passed, only 


*Among the nine members of the 
House who voted against this amend- 
ment were Joseph Cannon and Chas. 
E. Littlefield.—Editor. 
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to die in the pigeon holes of the Senate 
judiciary committee. 

The history of the eight-hour bill has 
been almost the same, passed by the 
House in several Congresses, but failed 
to receive any consideration upon the 
part of the Senate. 

On one occasion, instead of pursuing 
the policy of passing the eight-hour bill 
and sending it to the Senate, believing 
it would meet the same fate as in former 
years, the majority members of the 
House committee on labor referred the 
bill to the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor, together with a list of unintelli- 
gent and unanswerable questions. 

This was done for the purpose of delay 
and eventually killing the bill in that 
Congress, and that purpose was accom- 
plished. 

To again demonstrate hostility to labor, 
the eight-hour bill was referred by a 
strict partisan vote of the House com- 
mittee on labor to a subcommittee. Ex- 
tended hearings were held on it; the 
identical interests that represented the 
steel trust, the shipbuilding trust and 
the manufacturers’ association in oppo- 
sition to this measure in former years 
were again in evidence. On several oc- 
casions the time had been set for the 
closing of hearings, but was extended 
upon the request of the attorneys repre- 
senting ‘‘the interests’ and the manufac- 
turers’ association. When the hearings 
were finally closed on this measure and 
the subcommittee reported to the full 
committee, protracted discussions took 
place. Finally, every member of the 
committee being present and by a strict 
party vote, the Republican members of 
the committee voted to refer the bill to 
a commission of three lawyers for them 
to pass upon its constitutionality. De- 
termined efforts were made by Repre- 
sentatives Nicholls, Hughes, Rainey, 
Rauch and Smith to have this commis- 
sion instructed to report within a spe- 
cific time, before adjournment of Con- 
gress, but every motion of this kind was 
voted down by the Republican members 
of the committee, and up to the time of 
adjournment of Congress no action had 
been taken by this special commission. 

The Convict Labor Bill which was 
passed by the House in the 59th Congress 
never received any consideration at the 
hands of the Senate. 

The bil! introduced in the present Con- 
gress by Representative Kimball is 
identically the same bill as that intro- 
duced by ex Representative !Junt, for- 
merly president of the Soft Stone Cut- 
ters’ International Union of America. 
Extended hearings were given on this 
measure ktefore a subcommittee of the 
House committee on labor. In former 
sessions of Congress there was little or 
no opposition to this bill: however, in 
this session of Congress the Prison 
Wardens’ Association was _ represented, 
together with one or two so-called crim- 
inologists, who argued against the pass- 
age of this humane measure. 

The subcommittee reported this bill 
back to the full committee, but after 
several meetirgs the full committee re- 
fused to report the bill out favorably to 
the House during the session just closed. 

But now a new way has been devised 
to block labor legislation for fear that 
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some favorable action might be taken 
by the Senate on the measures which we 
are asking for, and to prevent this, the 
new methodwhich is pursued by Speaker 
Cannon in the appointment of his com- 
mittees is to “pack’’ the committees 
against us, deliberately removing mem- 
bors from committees who are favorable 
to our interesis, as was the case of Rep- 
resentative Pearre,a Republican who was 
a member of the judiciary committee in 
the 58th and Sd9th Congress; he intro- 
duced our anti-junction bill in the 659th 
Congress despite the protest of the lead- 
ers of the Republicans and because of 
his friendliness to labor failed to be re- 
appointed on the judiciary committee by 
Sneaker Cannon, 

The Republican party has been in abso- 
lute control of both branches of Congress 
for a number of years and it has, during 
all these years, refused to pass legisla- 
tion such as is asked for by the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor and its friends, 
and it has refused to restore the right 
to labor which have been taken away 
from it by the perversion of the writ 
of mjunction in its application to labor’s 
disputes, as well as by the recent de- 
cisions of our courts. Labor has been 
tolerant and patient in asking Congress 
for adequate labor legislation, but it has 
been bitterly opposed and persistently re- 
sisted. 

With an unscrupulous speaker of the 
House bitterly opposed to labor and its 
every interest, with a set of rules which 
are the most arbitrary the world has 
ever known to back him up, and for 
which the Republican members of the 
House are responsible, and with the 
large number of members who, for fa- 
vors received and about to be received, 
and with the opportunities that the 
speaker has for punishing those who an- 
tagonize him, or vote contrary to his 
interests, it seems that so far as the 
House of Representatives is concerned, 
at least, that the spirit of representative 
government and of the Constitution has 
been entirely swept aside and by a con- 
tinuance in power of these men, who, in 
the last analysis, represent only ‘‘the 
interests,’’ there is no hope of any re- 
lief in the near future at their hands. 
Opportunities have been’ presented to 
Congress time and time again to afford 
relief to labor and it has refused to 
grant it. 

Labor for years has been patient and 
hopeful. Hopeful that some relief might 
be forthcoming from the unfair and un- 
just conditions that surround it. The 
toilers have looked to Congress for this 
relief, but they have looked in vain. 

We feel. that the working people and 
our friends acted wisely and well when 
they in mass meetings all over the coun- 
try adopted the following resolutions 
which we embody as part of our re- 
port: 

Resolved, That the working people and 
their friends in meeting assembled insist 
that the Congress of the United States 
cease its indifference or hostility and en- 
act the legislation in these resolutions 
set forth, so that we may exercise our 
fullest normal, natural and industrial 
rights, and to attain them we will ex- 
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ercise our industrial and political power; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon the Con- 
gress now in session to enact before ad- 
journment the amendment to the Sher- 
man anti-trust law known as the Wil- 
son Bill H. R. No. 20584; and be it fur- 
ther 

Resolved, That we call upon the pres- 
ent session of the present Congress to 
enact the Pearre Bill H. R. 94, to so de- 
fine the injunction power and restrain 
its abuse that neither directly nor indi- 


rectly shall there be held to be any ~ 


property or property right in the labor 
power of any person; and be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon Congress 
at this session to enact an adequate, 
just and clearly defined general employ- 
ers’ liability law; and be it further 

Resolved, That we call upon this ses- 
sion of Congress to enact Labor’s eight- 
hour bill for the extension of the present 
eight-hour law to all government em- 
ployes and to all employes engaged 
upon work done for the government, 
whether by’ contractors or subcontract- 
ors; and be it further 

Resolved, That we hereby declare our 
determination to hold each and_ every 
representative and senator strictly ac- 
countable upon his record upon these 
measures during the present session of 
the present Congress; and be it further 

Resolved, That we stand unqualifiedly 
committed to the measures and the con- 
gressional relief set torth in these pre- 
ambles and resolutions and the griev- 
ances set forth in the protest to Con- 
gress published in the Congressional Rec- 
ord, and the plan of campaign outlined 
in the address to workers, prepared and 
presented by the great labor conference, 
held at Washington, D. C., under the 
auspices of the American Federation of 
Labor. And we pledge ourselves indi- 
vidually and coilectively to the exercise 
of our fullest political and industrial 
activities now, and in the future, to the 
end that we may aid in the election of 
such candidates for— 

President of the United States; 

Representatives or senators in Con- 
gress; 

And such other executive, legislative, or 
judicial candidates for office as will safe- 
guard and protect the common interests 
of the wage-workers, as well as the peo- 
ple of our common country; and be it 
finally 

Resolved, That the toilers and their 
friends, fully aroused will not be lulled 
into a fancied or false security by prom- 
ises, however plausible, protestations, 
however masked by friendship, and that 
we call upon all our fellow workers, our 
friends, sympathizers. and _ enlightened 
public citizens generally, without regard 
to party affiliations, to 

STAND BY OUR FRIENDS AND 


EM; 

OPPOSE THE INDIFFERENT AND 
HOSTILE TO OUR CAUSE AND DE- 
FEAT THEM. 

In this movement for our common pro- 
tection we are moved by a high sense 
of duty and a profoundly conscientious 
purpose to serve, not only the workers of 
our time, but all the people of our great 


country for their industrial, political, 
social and moral progress and uplift. 

We believe that the time has now ar- 
rived when the working people of our 
country and their friends should arouse 
themselves from the lethargy that has 
surrounded them for years, and place the 
responsibility for the lack of remedial 
legislation where it rightfully belongs. 

They should be alive to their interests, 
desert party affiliations where such affili- 
ations are opposed to them. They should 
stand by their friends and elect them, 
oppose the indifferent and hostile to their 
interests and defeat them. 

The time for such action is near at 
hand and it behooves our members and 
friends to prepare themselves for the 
coming conflict so that we may have re- 
stored to us the rights, the liberty. and 
freedom which have slowly, insidiously, 
but surely been taken from us in the 
past. “Those who would be free must 
themselves strike the blow,” and our duty 
now, and in the immediate future should 
be in the direction of organizing our 
forces solidly and effectively, so that 
when the blow is struck it will be with 
such telling effect that it will be heard 
around the world. 

It must be borne in mind that in ar- 
raigning men or a party. it is not done 
in a partisan sense, but solely with the 
intent of recording cold, unvarnished 
facts. 

It is hoped that the truths here re- 
ported will convince the workers of our 
country how much more influential they 
can be if they will cast aside political 
partisan domination and use their ballot 
at all times to protect their rights and 
promote their welfare, always remember- 
ing to place their own people on guard 
whenever the opportunity affords. 

Those responsible for the failure of leg- 
islation by Congress to afford substantial 
relief to the toilers will exercise all of 
their genjus and sophistry in the coming 
campaign to “point with pride’ to the 
employers’ liability law they passed to 
protect employes engaged in the trans- 
portation of interstate commerce—by rail- 
road only—but they will not make any 
explanation whv thev did not extend the 
provisions of this act to cover all em- 
ployes engaged in interstate commerce, 
including those on the rivers, lakes, 
canals and harbors, thus leavine the act 
open again in a vulnerable way to be 
declared unconstitutional as class legis- 
lation. 

They will exhaust the English language 
in appropriating fulsome flatterv for the 
party because it tardilvy nassed a child 
labor law for the District of Columbia 
where little or no industry prevails, but 
they will be as silent as the tomb if 
asked how that poor little law can be 
enforced because of the failure to appro- 
priate any money for child labor in- 
spectors. 

They will strain every effort to beguile 
the people because Congress begrudgingly 
passed a makeshift of a law giving gov- 
ernment employes engaged in hazardous 
occupations some semblance of relief in 
case of injury or death. This act was 
fairly wrung from the 60th Congress in 
the closing hours of the session in order 
that some “labor campaign thunder’ 
might be manufactured. 
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Questions of personal rights, human 
liberty, and economic righteousness were 
ignored by the dominant party in the ses- 
sion of Congress just closed. 

The time has arrived when the toilers 
of our country should rise to the occa- 
sion; to meet the momentous conditions 
which confronts not only them but all 
our people, and exercise their full rights 
as workers, as men, and as citizens of 
our common country, 

Respectfullv submitted, 
THOMAS F. TRACY, 
ARTHUR E. HOLDER, 
JAMES E. ROACH, 

J. D. PIERCE, 
JACOB TAZELAAR, 
M. GRANT HAMILTON, 
E. N. NOCKELS, 
Legislative Committee, 
American Federation of Labor 


The situation thus far set forth and 
having in mind the declarations of our 
Conventions and the instructions given 
your officers, we took such action as in 
our judgment would most effectively 
carry them into effect, placing the facts 
in their fullest and amplest form before 
our fellow workers and friends, so that 
in accordance with their judgment and 
conscience they might make their choice. 

We appointed Samuel Gompers, James 
O’Connell and Frank Morrison a Labor 
Representation Committee of the Exec- 
utive Council, to carry on labor’s cam- 
paign, and submit here a report of that 
committee: 


LABOR REPRESENTATION COMMIT- 
TEE’S REPORT. 
Washington, D. C., Sept. 10, 1908. 
To the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: 

COLLEAGUES: The undersigned La- 
bor Representation Committee selected 
by you to conduct the political activi- 
ties of the organized efforts of the work- 
ers in the present political campaign to 
attain the legislative relief and remedy 
as outlined by the Minneapolis and Nor- 
folk Conventions of the American Fede- 
ration of Labor; by the great conference 
of the responsible officers and other rep- 
resentatives of International Unions, 
held at Washington, D. C., March, 1908, 
and the directions given by you at our 
several meetings, begs leave to submit 
the following: We have held several 
meetings to consider and act upon the 
many matters committed to us, and 
those which from time to time have 
arisen. 

We directed to be published in the Au- 
gust issue of the American Federa- 
tionist the report of the A. F. of L. 
Legislative Committee submitted to and 
approved by the Executive Council. That 
report particularly recounted the failure 
of Congress to pass the legislation neces- 
sary to restore and safeguard the nor- 
mal activities of organized labor’s ex- 
istence, as denied now by the decision 


of the United States Supreme Court, by 
holding that the unions of workers come 
under the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, are 
trusts, conspiracies, or combinations in 
illegal restraint of trade, rendering mem- 
bers of the voluntary organizations of 
labor liable to threefold damages and 
prosecutions involving fines of $5,000 and 
imprisonment for one year. Also the 
failure of Congress to consider, much 
less enact, any bill to secure the work- 
ers the constitutional guarantee of equal- 
ity before the law by remedying the 
abuse and perversion of the injunction 
process. 

We issued the circular to all organ- 
ized labor as directed by you setting 
forth the identical planks which we 
urged the Republican and Democratic 
Party Conventions to incorporate in their 
respective platforms; the declarations 
which both parties incorporated and the 
treatment accorded the Executive Coun- 
cil by both parties. 

We have sent organizers into the Dan- 
ville, [ll., congressional district (Speaker 
Cannon’s district) and into a number of 
other congressional districts, carrying 
out the policy of the American labor 
movement as directed by the Conven- 
tions at Minneapolis and Norfolk, by the 
Washington Labor Conference, by this 
Executive Council; and by the great mass 
meetings held throughout the country 
April 19-20. 

We desire to call attention to the fact 
that a number of conspicuous opponents, 
both in the United States Senate and 
in the House of Representatives, have 
been defeated for renomination through 
the activity inaugurated by us and by 
our fellow unionists in their respective 
states or districts, and, further, that a 
number of union men have been nom- 
inated for Congress, and it is our pur- 
pose to render them every aid within 
our power to secure their election. 

It is our purpose, to the full extent of 
our financial resources, to appoint a 
number of organizers and print such lit- 
erature as deals with the primary and 
important interests of labor. Incident 
thereto we have issued a supplementary 
appeal for financial assistance to the one 
issued a few months ago requesting vol- 
untary financial contributions. 

In addition to the funds already con- 
tributed, we recommend that another 
appeal be issued to secure financial 
means to further the election of men 
favorable to achieving the justice, rights, 
and equality before the law to which the 
toilers are entitled; and to defeat such 
candidates who are indifferent or hostile 
to such legislative relief. We shall, in 
the future, as we have in the past, shape 
our course upon a nonpartisan basis. We 
have judged and proposed to judge can- 
didates for any office upon their rec- 
ords and attitude, and not because of 
their political party affiliations, and the 
funds obtained by previous, as well as 
to be obtained by the proposed, circu- 
lar, have been and will be used for gen- 
eral purposes as herein set forth and 
not for partisan purposes. 

We have had a number of officers of 
international unions offer their services, 
as well as the services of organizers, to 
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journment the convention adopted a 
resolution creating a legislative commit- 
tee to attend to the affairs of the farm- 
ers before Congress, and instructed its 
officers and the legislative committee to 
co-operate with the officers of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor upon economic, 
legislative and other such lines of ac- 
tion as may be of mutual interest. 

A representative of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor attended the sixth an- 
nual convention of the American Society 
of Equity held in Milwaukee on October 
6th. Among the resolutions adopted by 
that convention was one. declaring 
against child labor, and another against 
the selling of prison-made products in 
the open markets, and one declaring for 
an increased sale of union-made prod- 
ucts, 

We recommend that the interchanges 
of fraternal representatives between the 
farmers’ organizations and the organiza- 
tions of labor be continued, as we see in 
them much of mutual advantage to both 
movements. 


INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
“i TRADE UNIONS. 


Correspondence has been exchanged be- 
tween Mr. C. Legien, of Berlin, Germany, 
relative to the American Federation of 
Labor having representatives at the bi- 
ennial conference of the secretaries and 
representatives of central trade union 
organizations of Europe. 

These conferences have usually been 
held in the month of May. On account 
of the time in which the conferences 
were held, and the expense attached 
thereto in sending representatives, no ac- 
tion has been taken in this direction. 

In the communications to Secretary Le- 
gien it has been stated that if the time 
of the conference was made nearer the 
time in which the Trades Union Con- 
gress of Great Britain was held, that it 
might be possible for the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to be represented. Ina 
communication received from Secretary 
Legien he gives the information that the 
time has been so changed that their 
meetings will be held shortly after the 
adjournment of the British Trades 
Union Congress. The first meeting of 
this kind was held in Christiana, Sep- 
tember, 1907, but notification to that ef- 
fect having arrived so late, no action 
was taken in the direction of having the 


American Federation of Labor repre- 
sented at this conference. 


Inasmuch as the next conference will 
be held September, 1909, and the expense 
attached to having representatives of 
the Federation present being but a com- 
paratively small one, we recommend that 
such arrangements as may be necessary 
be made, with the object in view of hav- 
ing a fraternal, or one of our fraternal, 
delegates to the British Trades Union 
Congress to also represent our Federa- 
tion at the international trades union 
conference to be held in Europe in 1909. 


PORTO RICO. 


The subject-matter contained in Reso- 
lution No. 25 relative to the conditions of 
the working people of Porto Rico was 
presented to President Roosevelt by 
President Gompers and the Porto Rican 
delegates, in a conference which lasted 
over two hours. President Roosevelt 
expressed himself as being favorable to- 
ward many of the propositions embodied 
in this resolution, and requested Com- 
missioner of Labor Neil to proceed to 
Porto Rico and make a thorough exami- 
nation of economic and social conditions 
prevailing there. 

Dr. Neil recently explained to Presi- 
dent Gompers that owing to the inves- 
tigation of the bureau into the question 
of the labor of women and children, and 
other important matters, that it is im- 
possible for him to undertake the trip to 
Porto Rico up to this time, but that 
either the commissioner or one of his 
most competent representatives would 
undertake the Porto Rican trip and in- 
vestigation before the end of the year. 


LIBEL SUIT. 
Volunteer Organizer Aybar, Porto Rico. 

The Porto Rico Federation of Labor 
brought to the attention of the Execu- 
tive Council the libel suit against Or- 
ganizer Aybar, editor of a labor paper 
in Porto Rico. This case has been tried 
by the courts of Porto Rico, and the de- 
cision being against Organizer Aybar, 
he has been sentenced to a term in 
prison, but is now at liberty on bail, pend- 
ing appeal to the United States Supreme 
Court. 

The fundamental principle involved in 
this case is the right of free press. Ay- 
bar is charged with libeling a judge. He 
did not mention any name in the al- 
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leged libelous article which he published 
in his labor paper. The matter has been 
appealed to the United States Supreme 
Court and the firm of Ralston & Siddons 
has filed an appeal. 

The Porto Rico State Federation of 
Labor says that it will ‘‘try to jointly 
bear the expense involved in appealing 
the case to the United States Supreme 
Court.”’ That organization has _ for- 
warded the necessary amount for the 
fee that is required to file the case. We 
have referred this matter to President 
Gompers to give such advice and coun- 
sel as he can, 


UNIFORM LAWS TO PROTECT 
HUMAN LIFE. 


As we reported to you at the Norfolk 
convention, in conformity with the in- 
structions given by the Minneapolis con- 
vention, we have endeavored to collect 
from every available source information 
relative to uniform laws to protect hu- 


-man life in various lines of industry. 


The Norfolk convention directed that our 
efforts along these lines should be con- 
tinued. However, notwithstanding our 
best efforts, but little if any additional 
information has been forthcoming, and 
the matter is therefore submitted to you 
for such further action as you may deem 
advisable to take in the premises. 


LABEL CONFERENCE, 


In conformity with the resolution 
adopted by the Norfolk convention au- 
thorizing the call of a conference of five 
members representing the label organi- 
zations, President Gompers selected the 
following organizations to select repre- 
sentatives to that conference: 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union. 
United Hatters of North America. 
United Garment Workers of America. 


International Typographical Union, 
and the 
Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
America. 


The representatives of these organiza- 
tions held two meetings at the head- 
quarters in Washington. Full reports of 
this committee are published in the 
March and August issues of the Ameri- 
ean Federationist. Briefly stated, the 
reports of the committee recommended 
that in view of the recent court decisions 
a circular be issued to all affiliated In- 
ternational unions, State Federations, 


Central Bodies and the labor press, urg- 
ing that greater attention be paid to the 
work of creating a demand for union 
labor and union labeled products. It was 
also decided to authorize the issuance 
of a Union Label Law Digest, covering 
the laws and court decisions, for the 
protection of the union labels, and also 
the basis upon which suits may be in- 
stituted before the courts for the pro- 
tection of the rights of the organizations 
in their respective union labels. 

It was further decided that the vari- 
ous affiliated organizations having labels 
be requested to donate certain sums for 
the purpose of carrying on the necessary 
work. Various label organizations hav- 
ing labels have been communicated with 
and requested to make such donations 
Sufficient money has already been re- 
ceived at the office for this purpose to 
guarantee the carrying out of this work. 
We are still in communication with sev- 
eral of the organizations relative to their 
making a donation for this purpose. 

The conference clearly demonstrated 
one thing; that is, the adoption of a 
universal label at this time or in the 
near future is entirely out of the ques- 
tion. It will be necessary to advance 
gradually toward the methods for a com- 
prehensive, universal agitation of the 
union label in which all unions must 
bear their proportionate share of the 
expense involved. Some advance has 
been gained and unquestionably more 
will be as it progresses, 


OREGON TEN-HOUR LAW FOR WO- 
MEN DECLARED CONSTITUTIONAL. 
Upon the subject-matter of Resolution 

No. 173, referring to the appeal to the 

Supreme Court as to the constitutional- 

ity of the Oregon ten-hour law for wo- 

men, we desire to report that this mat- 
ter has been carried before the United 

States Supreme Court, which has de- 

cided this law to be constitutional. 


ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS CRUSADE. 

As per your instructions and the hu- 
mane purposes of our movement, we have 
continued our efforts among the work- 
ers and among the people generally to 
help in the movement to stamp out the 
awful white plague, so destructive to 
our people. We have continued the dis- 
tribution of the circular containing the 
charts declared for by the Pittsburg con- 
vention, and with our unions aided in 
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the general dissemination of correct in- 
formation to prevent and help in the 
eradication of that terrific and malig- 
nant malady. 

To our unions must be given the credit 
of doing the most important work in 
connection with this subject when they 
undertake to attain a higher standard of 
life, a shorter work day, better labor 
conditions while at work, better homes, 
higher surroundings. Before these ef- 
fective agencies the dreaded white 
plague flees. 

You are aware that quite recently there 
was held at Washington, D. C., a great 
and important international conference 
of scientists and specialists for the con- 
sideration of the subject of tuberculosis, 
and how best national and international 
action may be taken to arrest and pre- 
vent consumption. 

The International Typographical Union 
had a splendid exhibit of its efforts in 
this direction for its members. Other or- 
ganizations did measurably well in this 
direction. One whole session of the con- 
gress was devoted to representatives of 
labor, presenting labor’s attitude and ac- 
tion upon this important subject. Presi- 
dent Gompers and Vice-President Mitch- 
ell addressed the congress, the latter pre- 
siding over the gathering. 

We recommend that distribution of our 
printed matter upon this subject be con- 
tinued, and that our fellow’ unionists 
and friends continue to devote their at- 
tention to the stamping out of this ter- 
rible and preventible disease, 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


Resolution No. 147, dealing with the sub- 
ject of industrial education, which was 
adopted at the Norfolk Convention, was 
referred to the Executive Council for 
consideration. 

Correspondence was entered into with 
a number of persons interested in and 
fully conversant with this subject, among 
them being Mr. Graham Taylor, of Chi- 
cago, Ill.; Prof. C. R. Richards, of Co- 
lumbia University, New York City; Mr. 
Chas. H. Morse and Mr. Chas. Winslow 
of the Board of Industrial Education of 
Massachusetts; Miss Jane Addams, and 
Miss Mary McDowell of Chicago, and Mr. 
Luke Grant of Chicago. 

Correspondence with the above men- 
tioned is of considerable length and 
space will not permit its publication 
in this report. However, we find that 
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schools for industrial education have 
been established in the following cities 
and states: 

Two in California, located in San Fran- 
cisco; three in Illinois, located in Chi- 
cago; one in Indianapolis, Ind., and nine 
in Massachusetts, as follows—Trade 
School for Girls, The Lowell Institute for 
Industrial Foremen in Boston, Technical 
High School in Springfield, Textile 
Schools in New Bedford and Fall River, 
Mass., Industrial Evening School in Bev- 
erly, Cambridge, New Bedford and Wal- 
tham, Mass.; four schools located in New 
York City, one of them being a trade 
school for girls; three in Pennsylvania, 
located at Philadelphia, Williamson, and 
East Pittsburg; one school of trades in 
Milwaukee, Wis., and a training school 
in Menomonie, Wis. 

These schools take up the industrial 
education in the ‘following industries: 
Textile, wood working, machinists, black- 
smithing, the electrical workers, carpen- 
tering and joining, painting, plastering, 
plumbing, pattern making, lithographing, 
iron moulding, graphic arts, mechanical 
and free hand drawing, modeling in clay, 
millinery, dressmaking and cooking. 

Most of these schools are endowed, 
but in some few instances they receive 
appropriations from the various states. 
Literature giving details as to the in- 
struction, equipment and classes of work 
performed is published, but perhaps the 
most complete and important document 
on this subject is the one published by 
the Massachusetts Commission of Indus- 
trial Education, Bulletin No. 9, which 
can be obtained from the secretary of 
that commission, whose address is 606 
Ford Building, Boston, Mass. 

The subject of industrial education is 


an important one, and one which should. 


receive the attention particularly of 
those organizations of the trades above 
mentioned, and we commend to them a 
close and careful study of all and any 
literature that could be obtained upon 
this subject. This subject should re- 
ceive further consideration at this con- 
vention. All the correspondence and pa- 
pers bearing on the question should be 
turned over to a committee at this con- 
vention for report and further recom- 
mendations thereon. 


LOS ANGELES, 

The Norfolk convention directed that an 
effort be made to improve the labor con- 
ditions of Los Angeles and elsewhere, and 
authorized an assessment of one cent per 
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member on each of the affiliated organi- 
zations. This assessment was levied, 
which yielded $15,342.02. We have had 
two organizers nearly the entire year 
at Los Angeles, Messrs. Arthur A. Hay 
and William E, Terry. Headquarters 
were cstablished and an assistant em- 
ployed. Reports from Los Angeles in- 
dicate considerable improvement. 


OLD AGE PENSIONS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 

104 by the Norfolk convention, dealing 
with the subject-matter of old age pen- 
sions, was referred by the convention to 
the Executive Council with instructions 
to. investigate and report to the next 
convention. The Executive Council in 
turn referred the matter to President 
Jompers for investigation and_ report. 
During our meeting at Washington he 
submitted the following report, which 
we incorporate herein as our report upon 
this subject to this convention: 

“From the best available data of the 
most recent date I condense herewith the 
following conditions and regulations and 
annuities prevailing in Europe and Aus- 
tralasian countries: 


AUSTRIA, 

“Invalid pensions of at least $42.50 per 
year for men and $21.25 per year for 
women, and widows’ and orphans’ pen- 
sions to the amount of three-quarters of 
the invalid pension rate are paid and the 
fund is maintained for paying these pen- 
sions by equal contributions of employ- 
ers and employes. This only applies for 
employes in mines, for whom such in- 
surance is compulsory, and it is admin- 
istered through miners’ relief funds, 


BELGIUM, 

“Since the year 1850 the question of old 
age insurance and pensions has_ been 
made a matter of publie discussion, but 
nothing very substantial has yet been 
accomplished. In 1891 the government 
paid a subsidy to be divided among cer- 
tain recognized friendly societies, with a 
view to encouraging the affiliation of 
their members with the state savings 
banks In 1898 there were 933 friendly 
societies, through which payments were 
made into the superannuation fund, the 
amount paid being $191,455. In that year 
the state granted $56,385 to this fund. In 
the year 1897 there were 3,000 old age 
pensioners, the average amount received 


hy them amounting to 300 marks. In 
3898 compulsory insurance for miners 
through the miners’ relief clubs was in- 
stituted, and the miners were entitled 
to an old age pension after thirty-five 
years’ service in the mines. 


DEN MARK, 

“In 1891 a special form of old-age relief 
was established in Denmark, which is 
granted to any applicant sixty years of 
age or over, without regard to occupa- 
tion, who is unable to provide the neces- 
saries of life and the proper treatment 
in case of sickness for himself or de- 
pendents; but the relief granted under 
this system is more of a charitable char- 
acter than an insurance annuity; the re- 
cipient of relief must not be in poverty 
due to his own fault. He must, for a 
period of ten years, have had a fixed 
residence, and never been sentenced for 
vagrancy or begging, and never have re- 
ceived other poor relief. 

“Up to 1899, 56,656 persons had drawn 
such relief, costing $1,264,260, of which 
equal amounts, or $632,130, were paid by 
the municipalities and by the state. Tak- 
ing the average for three years, 1896, 1897, 
1898, about one-fifth of the population of 
Denmark was over sixty years of age 
and entitled to old-age pensions. In 1899, 
the limit of the state grant and being in- 
sufficient to make up one-half of the sum 
required, an additional sum of $24,030 
was voted by the state to make up the 
deficiency. 

ICELAND. 

“In 1890 a system of old age and invalid- 
ity pensions was put in operation under 
these terms: Annual contributions must 
be paid into the relief fund of the com- 
mune by all servants between twenty 
years of age and sixty, except those who 
are responsible for the maintenance of 
one or more persons who are unable to 
provide for themselves, and those unable 
to earn wages owing to sickness or other 
causes, and those who have made per- 
sonal provision against the time when 
they will have reached the age of sixty- 
five. The contribution amounts. to 
twenty-seven cents per year for males 
and eight cents per year for females. 


FRANCE, 
“Compulsory insurance for old sge ex- 
ists in France for seamen and miners 
only, but the state undertakes the assur- 
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ance of old-age pensions for all classes 
who care to make the necessary pay- 
ments through a state institution known 
as the National Savings Bank of the 
Retreat for the Old, which provides a 
certain amount of assistance for old age 
for those who avail themselves of this 
pension. The people contribute the nec- 
essary funds themselves. The govern- 
ment superintends the investment and 
distribution. 

“The compulsory insurance for seamen 
is controlled by state institutions, which 
receive the contributions of the insured 
and the subscriptions from the state. 
The invalid pensions are paid from the 
fiftieth year. In the case of the death 
of the seaman, the widow is entitled to 
one-half the annuity and the orphan or 
orphans to the other half. 

“The miners’ regulations are: Compul- 
sory insurance for all miners receiving 
less than $460 per yearly earnings. The 
old-age pensions are paid from the fifty- 
fifth year, and the fund is paid in equal 
shares by the employers and the em- 
ployes. The total amount of all pension 
funds paid by the friendly societies only 
in France at the end of 189% was $28,- 
050,690. 

GERMANY. 

“Old age insurance is compulsory in 
Germany. It is administered through 
jistrict organizations and also through 
state organizations that cover employes 
ym railways and in mines. The weekly 
sontributions are paid half by the em- 
dloyer and half by the employe, and the 
state pays $12.50 per year to each annuity. 
And the state also pays the weekly con- 
ributions of workmen while they are 
serving the periods of conscription in 
the army or navy. The government also 
meets specified expenses of administra- 
tion. 

“The old age pensions are paid to per- 
sons 70 years of age and over, pro- 
viding they have made contributions for 
1,200 weeks. Government officials, teachers 
and soldiers are exempt from these week- 
ly contributions. The old age pension 
is proportioned to the wages received, 
and varies from $15 to $45 per year, to 
which the state subsidy of $12.50 per year 
is added. The last figures attainable 
were for 1899. The expenditures during 
that year for old age pensions amount 
to $6,721,370, of which $4,148,190 was con- 
tributed by employers and employes, and 
$2,573,180 by the government. 
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ITALY. 

“Old age insurance is voluntary for all 
wage workers, the premiums being paid 
by the insured and the state granting a 
subsidy. All working people may become 
members by paying not less than ten 
cents a year, and not to exceed $20 in 
any one year. Such member must de- 
clare whether he wishes his contributions 
to go to the common benefit of all mem- 
bers subscribing on mutual] terms, or if 
he prefers that in case of his death be- 
fore the closing of his account that the 
amount paid in by him up to the time 
of his death should be handed over to 
his family. The account of each member 
is closed after twenty-five years from 
his first payment, providing the sixtieth 
or sixty-fifth year of his age has been 
reached. When the account is closed, 
the sum standing to his credit is con- 
verted into an immediate life annuity in 
his favor. The state subsidy amounts 
to $2.00 per person per year. 


NEW ZEALAND. 

“The science of old age pensions has 
developed with greater exactitude in New 
Zealand more than in any other part of 
the world. It has captured the hearts 
of the people of New Zealand. It ap- 
peals to the kindliness of the people and 
their sense of justice, and is one of the 
most popular of all the progressive meas- 
ures carried by the people who live in 
those islands. Of all the progressive 
economic and political measures adopted 
by the New Zealanders, such as graded 
taxation, government loans, land resump- 
tion, land value taxation, compulsory ar- 
bitration, there was none more bitterly 
contested than the old age pension act, 
but now that it is an established institu- 
tion, the people as a whole endorse it 
as an institution. To quote from the 
law gives one a clearer conception of 
the ideas prevailing in the minds of the 
New Zealand people when they adopted 
it. The law says: 

“Whereas, it is equitable that deserv- 
ing persons who, during the prime of 
life, have helped to bear the public bur- 
dens of the colony by the payment of 
taxes, and to open up its resources by 
their labor and skill, should receive from 
the colony a pension in their old age; 
therefore, be it enacted,” etc. 

“Any citizen over sixty-five who has re- 
sided in the colony twenty-five years, of 
moderate good character, and not pos- 


sessed of property amounting to more 
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than $1,600 clear of all encumbrances, 
nor an annual income of $260 net, is en- 
titled to a pension, provided he has not 
directly or indirectly put property or 
income out of his hands in order to qual- 
ify. If the net income is under $175 and 
the property above debts is not over 
$250, the maximum pension of $90 a year 
is given, but for each $5 of net income 
above $170, and also for each $75 of clear 
property above $250, the sum of $5 is de- 
ducted from the pension, so that the 
pension vanishes when the clear prop- 
erty reaches $1,600, or the net income 
rises to $260 per year. No distinction is 
made between men and women, but in 
case of married couples living together 
no pension is to be granted that would 
make their combined total net income 
more than $390. 

“The law applies to native Maoris as 
well as whites, but aliens, nomads, Asi- 
atics, criminals, drunkards, wife desert- 
ers, and those not living a sober, reputa- 
ble life, are not included. 

“The original act of 1898 provided an 
annual pension of $% per year, but in 1905 
this amount was increased to $130 per 
year. 

“In computing the amount of pension 
for husband or wife, the net capital 
value of all the accumulated property 
of each shall be deemed to be half the 
total net capital value of all the accu- 
mulated property of both.” 

“In the year 1902 the number of pensions 
in force at the end of the year was 
12,776. The population of New Zealand 
at that time was 845,000. <A little over 4 
per cent. of the people are sixty-five 
years old. About 15 out of each 1,000 
persons are pensioners, or about one per 
cent. in every 67. Less than 40 per cent. 
of those over sixty-five years of age 
come within the law. The cost of ad- 
ministering the law that year was about 
$13,000, or almost $1.00 per pensioner. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 


“The pension age in New South Wales 
is sixty-five years. The amount paid is 
$1.80 for each person per week for mar- 
ried persons. For unmarried, $2.40 each 
per week. Persons having $2,200 worth 
of property or an income of $260 per year 
are not eligible. A minimum residence 
of twenty-five years in some Australian 
colony is obligatory. During that time 
the person must have been free from 


penal servitude or imprisonment for five 
years or more. The applicant must not 
be a criminal, a lunatic, a confirmed 
drunkard, or one who had deserted his 
or her family. 


VICTORIA, 

“The pension age in Victoria is sixty- 
five years, or any age upon permanent 
disability. The amount may be deter- 
mined by the commissioner of old age 
pensions, as he may deem reasonable, 
providing it does not exceed $1.92 per 
week. The applicant must be without 
means of support, unable to maintain 
himself and without relatives able to 
provide for him. If the applicant pos- 
sesses $1,175 worth of clear property, or 
a net annual income of $100, he is not 
eligible. Other provisions, such as resi- 
dence, etc., are similar to those in New 
Zealand and New South Wales. 


ENGLAND, 

“The question of old age pensions is 
one of the live political issues in England. 
and has been a subject of discussion for 
several years. <A _ select committee was 
appointed by the House of Commons to 
inquire into the subject-matter and re- 
port its findings. This select committee 
spared no pains or expense in its in- 
vestigation, and in its report of July 27, 
1903, it agrees to report the bill without 
amendment which was then before the 
House, making several observations on 
the main features of the bill, such as 
the age a person should be to be entitled 
to pension, property qualifications, and, 
the most difficult of all, its doubt as to 
how the old age pension fund should 
be raised, saying in section 6 of its re- 
port: 

“Your committee desire to express 
their opinion that the provision of old 
age pensions for the deserving poor is 
a matter which might well be proceeded 
with step by step. If it is not consid- 
ered possible to provide by taxation the 
full sum which would be required each 
year in increasing amounts for the 
scheme of pensions contemplated by the 
bill referred to ycur committee, the pro- 
vision of a _ considerably smaller sum 
would, in the opinion of your committee, 
meet. many of the most  necessitous 
cases. This result might be obtained 
either by raising the age at which a 
pension might be claimed or by reducing 
the amount of weekly income the pos- 
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session of which disqualifies for a pen- 
sion.”’ 

“And in section 8 the committee was in 
doubt whether it could “transfer the 
cost of maintaining the aged poor from 
the rates to the taxes, and the sums 
needed for the various schemes pro- 
pounded are all matters of considerable 
doubt. Your committee are of opinion 
that the reduction of poor law expendi- 
ture will be considerably less than has 
often been represented, because the pro- 
portion of the aged poor who are now 
or may be in future in the workhouses 
could with advantage to themselves live 
outside with the help of a pension.” 

The last bill introduced in the House 
of Commons providing for old age pen- 
sions was submitted February 138, 1908, 
and from its general provisions we take 
the following details: 

“1. The act shall not apply to Scotland 
or Ireland. 

“2. In the case of a person having no 
income or less than $1.20 per week, the 
amount of $1.20 per week shall be al- 
lowed. 

“3. In the case of a person having an 
income of $1.20 per week and less than 
$2.40 per week, such sum as is equivalent 
to the difference between the income of 
such person and $2.40 per week.” 

The usual provisions for disqualifica- 
tion, such as bad conduct, habitual lazi- 
ness, drunkenness, etc., are a part of the 
bill. And in this bill the method sug- 
gested to provide the necessary funds to 
finance old age pensions is made a local 
matter for the county councils, as the 
following extract from the bill provides: 

“The moneys required for the payment 
of pensions and such salaries of officers 
as shall be fixed by the Pension Com- 
mittee, and such expenses of carrying 
this act into effect, as shall from time 
to time be sanctioned by the County 
Council, shall be paid out of moneys 
provided by a county rate to be levied 
in equal proportions on owner and occu- 
pier.” 

“In considering the advisability of rec- 
ommending legislation providing for old 
age pensions in the United States, it 
must be borne in mind that the technical 
legal questions surrounding federal and 
state jurisdiction will be some of the 
most difficult of solution. The Federal 
Government, through Congress, could 
only provide pensions for those imme- 
diately in the employ of the Federal Gov- 
ernment, or the employes of those en- 
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gaged in interstate commerce, and then 
the states would have to be depended 
upon to care for the residents in the 
jurisdiction of the state. It would re- 
quire many years of constant effort to 
even get this subject seriously considered 
in many of the states of our country, 
when we take into due consideration 
the stupendous difficulties that have been 
and are necessary to be overcome in 
order to obtain legislation for the 
workers of a much more moderate char- 
acter. 

“Constitutional discussions would ensue 
relative not only to federal and state 
jurisdiction, but to power of taxation, 
and even though it were proposed to 
raise an old age pension fund from a new 
system of taxation or inheritances or 
land values or internal revenues of other 
characters, it would have the effect of 
raising many new and complex issues 
that would be most difficult to solve and 
finally win the approbation of the public. 

“Then again, you will observe that in 
the compensation laws of nearly every 
country there are the ‘usual’ provi- 
sions for disqualification such as ‘bad 
conduct, habitual laziness, drunkenness,’ 
ete. Of course, a law of such a char- 
acter must take into account these hu- 
man derelictions; but it is also a matter 
for consideration whether men who are 
active in the cause of labor, whether 
men who stoutly defend their rights and 
the rights of their fellow workers, may 
not by some distortion be regarded 
as guilty of ‘bad conduct’; whether this 
fact and the fear of its result may not 
‘take the heart out’ of some men who 
seek to defend, to protect or to promote 
their rights and interests. 

“In a speech of Honorable George A. 
Bartlett, of Nevada, published in the 
Congressional Record of June 8, 1908, is 
given a comprehensive statement of 
compensation acts prevailing in the sev- 
eral countries which have such laws. 

“About a week from now I shall be in 
a position to present to you the facts 
contained in that speech.” 

A copy of the speech of Mr. Bartlett is 
at the disposal of this convention. 


ALASKAN FISHERIES. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
179 dealt with the wanton destruction of 
fish in the rivers of Alaska by the use of 
salmon traps. 

This matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Secretary of Commerce and 
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Labor and a hearing obtained. As a re- 
sult of the testimony presented, an order 
was issued prohibiting the use of fishing 
traps in the Wood river and Nushagak 
river. 


CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RE- 
SOURCES. 


Notwithstanding the general recogni- 
tion of the necessity for the conserva- 
tion of the natural resources of our 
country, Congress has persistently re- 
fused to enact legislation with this nec- 
essary object in view. Congress pre- 
ferred to yield to the rapine of private 
avarice rather than to the public wel- 
fare. 

In view of this, President Roosevelt 
called a conference at Washington to 
discuss this important phase of the phy- 
sical necessities of the people of our 
country, to which he invited the gover- 
nors of the states, scientists and special- 
ists familiar with the subject, and invited 
President Gompers and Vice-President 
Mitchell as representatives of labor. 

A commission was created by the con- 
ference for the purpose of furthering the 
movement for the conservation of our 
natural resources, and the Executive 
Council has authorized the participation 
of the American Federation of Labor to 
bring to a successful result the laudable 
efforts of the President’s conference and 
the commission created by them. We 
ask that the matter receive considera- 
tion and action at the hands of this 
convention. 


LINCOLN’S CENTENNIAL. 


On Friday, the 12th of February, 1909, 
will occur the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the birth of Abraham Lincoln. 
In all the history of our republic no man 
lived who, in himself and in his work, 
more completely embodied and typified 
the ennobling aspirations and ideals of 
human justice and human freedom. No 
man ever loved his fellow men more than 
he. None had a better knowledge or a 
deeper sympathy with the struggles and 
hopes of the toilers. 

We were asked, and gladly gave, our 
support to a movement to make of his 
birthplace a perpetual Mecca of all who 
loved liberty and humanity. It is ex- 
pected that a country-wide, fitting cele- 
bration be had upon the centennial an- 


niversary of Lincoln’s birth. The cele- 
bration is yet in indefinite form. 

We recommend that Friday, February 
12, 1909, the centennial of the birth of the 
revered and martyred Lincoln, wherever 
possible, be made a holiday by all labor. 

That we urge upon Congress and the 
several states that that day be declared 
a legal holiday. 

That the officers of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor be authorized to be 
duly represented in any national celebra- 
tion which may be inaugurated or which 
they may initiate, so that the day and 
ihe memory of the advent and services 
of this great and good man may be fit- 
tingly observed and impressed upon the 
hearts and consciences of our people. 


POUREN EXTRADITION PROTEST. 

As the delegates are aware, a deter- 
mined effort is being made by the Rus- 
sian government to have the federal au- 
thorities return to Russia Jan Pouren, a 
political refugee. It is claimed by the 
Russian government that he had com- 
mitted crimes in his native country dur- 
ing the period of the revolutionary up- 
heaval in 1906. Pouren succeeded in es- 
caping from Russia after the defeat of 
the revolution, and came to the United 
States and endeavored to gain an honest 
livelihood. Russian spies discovered his 
whereabouts, and the representative of 
the Russian government induced the fed- 
eral authorities to have him arrested on 
charges of crimes committed in the Bal- 
tic provinces. Pouren has been in prison 
now for many months and is still await- 
ing the outcome of the proceedings. The 
United States commissioner, after pro- 
ceedings extending over many months, 
decided in favor of the Russian govern- 
ment. A strong movement is now under 
way to oppose the extradition of Pouren. 

This matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Executive Council, who, be- 
lieving that our forefathers always in- 
tended that our Republic should be an 
asylum for political refugees, took up 
the matter. The Executive Council has 
given the matter careful consideration, 
and President Gompers was authorized 
in the name of the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
request President Roosevelt to intervene 
in behalf of Pouren. A telegram was 
forwarded in the name of the Executive 
Council to a mass meeting held in New 
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York while the Council was in session. 
The following letter was prepared in ac- 
cordance with the action of the Execu- 
tive Council and forwarded to the Prest- 
dent: 
“Washington, D. C., Sept. 12, 1908. 

“Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, President of 

the United States, Oyster Bay, N, Y. 

“Sir: By direction of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor, now in session in this city, I 
have the honor to bring to your atten- 
tion the subject-matter of a resolution 
adopted by the Executive Council, ur- 
gently requesting that you should ex- 
ercise your great power to intervene and 
prevent the surrender of Jan Pouren to 
the Russian government. 

“Pouren came to this country during 
the period of the revolutionary upheaval 
in Russia in 1906, he having succeeded 
in escaping from Russia after the defeat 
of the revolution. The representatives 
of the Russian Government, having dis- 
covered his whereabouts, induced the 
federal authorities to have him arrested 
on charges of crimes committed in the 
Baltic Provinces, requesting that he be 
turned over to the Russian authorities to 
be held under such charges. He ‘s now 
in prison awaiting the outcome of the 
proceedings, Commissioner Shields, after 
proceedings extending over many months, 
having decided in favor of the Russian 
Government. 

“A strong movement is now under way 
to oppose Pouren’s extradition, upon the 
grounds that the right of political asylum 
is at stake in this case, the first of its 
kind on record, and a protest mass meet- 
ing in his behalf was held at Cooper 
Union, New York City, last night. 

“The Executive Council is in hearty 
sympathy with the purpose of the Pouren 
Protest Conference and the movement to 
oppose his extradition, and by authority 
of the Executive Council I addressed a 
telegram to the chairman of the protest 
mass meeting last evening, advising him 
of the declaration of the Executive Coun- 
cil in this matter and, further, that we 
would appeal to you to exercise your 
great power to prevent a political refugee 
being surrendered by our Republic. Ear- 
nestly hoping that this matter may re- 
ceive your favorable consideration and 
prompt action, I have the honor to re- 
main, ‘‘Very respectfully yours, 

“SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
“President, 
“American Federation of Labor.” 





REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


To this the President replied that the 
matter will receive every consideration, 
and the Secretary of State, after giving 
the papers in the case careful considera- 
tion, will take such action as may be 
necessary to safeguard the rights of Jan 
Pouren. Secretary Root has _ already 
taken action, and thus far extradition 
prevented. It is earnestly hoped that the 
right of asylum in our Republic for po- 
litical offenders may be fully sustained 
in this case. 

We recommend that this Convention 
endorse the action of the Executive 
Council in this case, and take such fur- 
ther action as in your judgment may 
prevent the extradition of Pouren. 


A, F. OF L. OFFICE BUILDING. 


Several Conventions have had the sub- 
ject of adequate and appropriate office 
rooms for our Federation under consid- 
elation, authority having been given to 
the Executive Council to take action for 
the erection or the improvement of a 
building containing suitable quarters. 

Acting upon this at our meeting in Sep- 
tember, we outlined a course for the 
matter to be submitted to our directly 


affiliated local unions for consideration 
and vote. Our action is set forth in the 
following circular letter of Pyresident 
Gompers: 

“Office of the American Federation of 


Labor, Washington, D. C., September 
21, 1908. 

“To the Directly Affiliated Local Unions 
of the American Federation of Labor: 


“Dear Sirs and Brothers: The conven- 
tions of the American Federation of La- 
bor have on several occasions considered 
the subject of constructing a building in 
Washington, D. C., the nation’s capital, 
where the affairs and business of the 
great labor movement of America may 
be conveniently and efficiently carried 
on; in other words, the construction of 
a structure which would be a home for 
the general offices of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. Various projects have 
been considered, but up to this time none 
have been deemed feasible or practical. 

“Adequate offices in office buildings can- 
not be obtained in this city owing to two 
facts—first, rents in modern office build- 
ings are exceedingly high, and there is 
not one office building in Washington in 
which a sufficient number of rooms ad- 
joining each other can be obtained. Com- 
mittees of the Executive Council have 


given this subject their careful investi- 
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gation and consideration, and at the 
meeting of the Executive Council it was 
decided to submit the proposition to the 
unions directly affiliated by charter to 
the American Federation of Labor for a 
referendum vote. The proposition is as 
follows: 

“That a sum not exceeding $50,000 be 
loaned from the defense fund for the 
erection of a building for the American 
ederation of Labor; that the directly 
affiliated local unions shall select by 
referendum vote three persons who shall 
act as trustees for the local unions, who 
shall have power of attorney, and in 
whose name a mortgage shall be given 
to the full amount of the money loaned 
from the defense fund for the erection 
of the building referred to; that the 
American Federation of Labor shall an- 
nually pay over to the defense fund from 
its general fund not less than $2,500 until 
the entire loan has been liquidated; that 
the above proposition shall become ef- 
fective only when ratified by a majority 
vote of the members of directly affiliated 
local unions voting upon the proposition, 
and then only to become effective if 
ratified and approved by the forthcoming 
convention of the American Federation 
of Labor which is to be held at Denver, 
Colorado, November 9-21. 

“In connection with this matter it may 
be well to say that there is now in the 
defense fund the sum of $104,885.69, and 
that should an emergency arise by 
which the money loaned from the de- 
fense fund sheuld be needed there can 
be no doubt that nearly the entire 
amount can be raised at short notice and 
money obtained from other quarters as 
mortgage upon the structure. 

“The Executive Council desires me to 
assure the local unions that the propo- 
sition is not only one which would safe- 
guard the funds, but it will be of great 
advantage to the great cause of labor. 

“The local unions are required to con- 
sider and vote upon this proposition at 
the first meeting after the receipt of 
this notice, and return all votes, both in 
favor and against, on the enclosed blank. 
Do not fail to give the exact number of 
votes cast in favor, as well as the ex- 
act number of votes cast against the 
proposition, and have the enclosed ballot 
signed by the President and Secretary of 
your union. 

“Secretaries of locals will forward all 
returns of the result of the voting within 


forty-eight hours after the meeting to 

the undersigned. Returns received later 

than October 21 will not be counted. 
“Fraternally yours, 


“SAM’L GOMPERS, 
American Federation of La- 


(Signed) 
“President 
bor.”’ 


Voting blanks were issued to the locals. 
Eighty-nine local unions sent in their 
vote, 2.075 members voting in favor of the 
proposition, 294 members voting against. 
In addition, six unions sent in votes as 
having voted ‘‘unanimous” in favor, four 
unions voting ‘‘Yes’’ in favor, one union 
voting ‘‘unanimously” against. 


The votes as returned are open to the 
inspection of this convention. We rec- 
ommend that this subject-matter, to- 
gether with our recommendation, be re- 
ferred to a special committee, the ap- 
pointment of which to be authorized by 
this convention, to make report thereon 
before our adjournment. 


JAMESTOWN AMERICAN FEDERA- 
TION OF LABOR EXHIBIT— 


GOLD MEDAL AWARD. 


Acting upon the authority of the con- 
vention, we authorized President Gom- 
pers and Vice-President Morris to make 
every preparation for a most extensive 
exhibit at the Jamestown Exposition. It 
was of the most instructive and inter- 
esting character, including in its scope 
the history of the American labor move- 
ment, its growth, and the magnificent re- 
sults obtained for the betterment of the 
workers in all fields of activity. 


It was of an economic and sociological 
character, as well as the finest union 
label products. It was a gratifying spec- 
tacle to view our exhibit in Jamestown 
during ouyv Norfolk convention, when the 
men of labor and students beheld that in 
one of the large buildings not only that 
large space was devoted to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor exhibit, but that 
it aroused the deepest interest of all 
visitors to obtain an object lesson of the 
scope of our work and our achievements. 


The exposition authorities have granted 
to the American Federation of Labor the 
gold medal and diploma for the exhibit. 
To much credit can not be given for 
these results to President Gompers and 
Vice-President Morris. 








CONCLUSION. 


We urge our fellow unionists to still 
greater effort in organizing the yet un- 
organized workers, so that not only our 
movement may be strengthened, but for 
its beneficent influences upon the toilers 
and all our people. 


With our movement extended, and 
unity, fraternity and _ solidarity more 
thorougLly exemplified; with our unions 
establishing a system of higher dues and 
corresponding benefits, continually great- 
er advances will be made in the matg- 
rial, social and moral uplift of all, and 
make for the greater success and per- 
manency of our labor organizations and 
in full affiliation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 


The legislation so necessary at the 
hands of our federal, state and munici- 
pal governments should be pressed to a 
successful conclusion, and by the com- 
mon concert of action on all fields of 
activity will bring to our cause its full- 
est fruition in the establishment of a 
better and a higher life, not only for the 
toiling milions, but for all our people. 


Fraternally yours, 


SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, 
JAMES DUNCAN, 
First Vice-President, 
JOHN MITCHELL, 
Second Vice-President, 
JAS, O’CONNELL, 
Third Vice-President, 
MAX MORRIS, 
Fourth Vice-President, 
D. A. HAYES, 
Fifth Vice-President, 
DANIEL J. KEEFE, 
Sixth Vice-President, 
WM. D. HUBER, 
Seventh Vice-President, 
JOS. F,. VALENTINE, 
Eighth Vice-President, 
JOHN B. LENNON, 
Treasuref?, 
FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary, 
Executive Council American Federation 
of Labor. 


Delegate Mahon—I move that that por- 
tion of the report calling for the ap- 
pointment of two special committees be 
adopted at this time, and that the Chair 
be instructed to appoint the committees. 
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The motion was seconded, and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

President Gompers announced the ap- 
pointment of the following special com- 
mittees: 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON LINCOLN’S 
CELEBRATION: q Hayes, James 
M. Lynch, W. D. Ryan, D. G. Ramsay, 
Edmond F. Ward, Jo. Evans, J. Mahlon 
Barnes, Nellie O’Boy, Elias Breidenbach, 
T. C. Kelsey, Hugh Kirk, John T. But- 
ler, D. J. Tobin, Howard O. Smith, Hugh 
McDonald. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON A. F. OF 
L. OFFICE BUILDING: Frank Duffy, 
Frank M. Ryan, R. E. Woodmansee, John 
R. Dunne, P. J. Flannery, Louis Kemper, 


Melvia Richter, J. W. Kline, James T. 
McHugh, Victor Altman, Herbert 
Crampton, Frank L. Rist, Joseph A. 


Franklin, Thos. J. Curtis, Geo. P. Foster. 


President Gompers announced the fol- 
lowing changes in the membership of 
committees: 

Delegate John E. Longstreet on Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies in 
place of John P, White. 

John P. White, Committee on Boy- 
cotts in place of R. E. Woodmansee, who 
is not in attendance. 

Patrick D. Daley, on Committee on 
Secretary’s Report in place of John 
Weber, who is not in attendance. 

Harry Thomas, on Committee on Edu- 
cation, in place of Charles W. Fear, who 
is not in attendance. 

John Carey, on Committee on Local 
and Federated Bodies, in place of John 
H. Brinkman, who is not in attendance. 

David McLennan, on Committee on 
State Organization, in place of Santiago 
Iglesias, who is not in attendance. 


Delegate Mangan—Is the report of the 
Executive Council, ‘aside from the por- 
tion already acted on, still before the 
house? 

President Gompers—The different sub- 
jects considered in the report will be dis- 
tributed and referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

Delegate Mangan—I desire information 
in regard to Resolution No. 66 of the 
Norfolk Convention. The resolution re- 
fers to the controversy between the 
steam fitters and the plumbers. Is the 
Building Trades Department, to which 
that matter has been referred, subordi- 
nate to the American Federation, or is 
it a co-ordinate body? 

Vice-President Duncan—The course fol- 
lowed will be that the subject-matter 
will be referred to the proper committee. 
The committee will report to this Con- 
vention whether or not it recommends 
that the matter be referred to the 
The Con- 


Building Trades Department. 
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vention will then take action on the re- 
port of the committee. 

Mr. Montgomery, for the Local Com- 
mittee, announced the program of enter- 
tainment for Wednesday, and_ stated 


that the special train for Colorado 
Springs would leave the Union Depot at 
8:30 a. m. 

At 12:30 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 2:30 p. m. 


SECOND DAY—Tuesday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 


2:30 p. m., Tuesday, November 10, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 
ABSENTEES: Kline, Sullivan (John), 


O’Brien, Sanders, Richardson, Thomas, 
Feeney, Costello, Williams (J. J.), Cruick- 


shank, Coombe, Lawlor, Hart (E. F.), 
Price, Potter, O'Sullivan, Wilson 
(James), Quinn, Alpine, Paravicini, Ma- 


hon, Clark (W. W.), Byrnes, Longstreet, 


Hatch, Walter, Young, Lynch (Patrick), 
Smith (W. J.), Garrett, Maloney (P.), 
Welch, Hood, Moore, Peterson, Chavey, 
Witt, Piggott, Chrisman, Hart (Charles 
E.), McKee (Anna), Leonard, Carroll, 
Nutt, Gass. 


On motion of Treasurer Lennon the 
reading of the minutes of the preceding 
session was dispensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from Mr. Charles F. Garfield, 
President of the Chamber of Commerce, 
Rochester, N. Y., in which the American 
Federation of Labor was invited to hold 
its next Convention in that city. Mr. 
Garfield stated that the Mayor of 
Rochester joined with him in extending 
the invitation; that a convention hall 
would be provided free of charge to the 
Federation, and that the Chamber of 
Commerce Building, including an as- 
sembly hall, would be at the disposal of 
the Convention. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 
“Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 10, 1908. 
“John R. Alpine, or President Samuel 
Gompers, Denver, Colo 
“Extend to President Gompers and as- 
sembled delegates best wishes for suc- 
cessful deliberations in the Convention. 
“Sincerely, 
“Ww. F. COAKLEY, 
“Representative-elect, Missouri.” 


“Kansas City, Mo., Nov. 10, 1908. 


“Samuel Gompers, Convention Hall, Den- 
ver, Colo. 


“Your work has left its impression on 
the country. Be nothing daunted by de- 
feat. Remember Robert Bruce, emulate 
his example, and victory for organized 
labor will come. May harmony in the 
Convention be the renewal of pledges of 


fealty to the movement of the people in 
their leaders, and the non-partisan cam- 
paign accomplish the desired results— 
peace and prosperity to the faithful. 
“WILLIAM J. GILTHORPE.” 
“Washington, D. C., Nov. 9, 
“Samuel Gompers, Frank Morrison and 
James O'Connell, American Federation 
of “Labor Convention Hall, Denver, 
Colo. 
_“The Central Labor Union of the Na- 
tional Capital sends you greetings and 
best wishes. We love you for the din- 
ner you will miss. 
“SAM DeNEDREY, 
“Secretary.” 


1908. 


. 


“Springfield, Mo., Nov. 10, 1908. 
“American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion, Denver, Colo. 


“Fraternal greetings. We heartily 
recommend President Gompers’ re-elec- 
tion to his present office for interest 
taken in recent campaign. 

“CHARLES DAILY, 
“President, 

“C. W. CARTER, 
“Secretary, 


“Coach Painters’ Union 375. 


President Gcempers—At the session yes- 
terday it was decided to refer the ques- 
tion of the contested delegation from 
the Electrical Workers to a special com- 
mittee of five to be appointed by the 
chair. I have selected the committee and 
have submitted the list to both Mr. Mc- 
Nulty and Mr. Reid. They both agree 
that the committee is an eminently fair, 
just and capable one. I will therefore 
read the names of the committee: 


Joseph M. Weber, of the American 
Federation of Musicians; R. P. Rubin, of 


the Brotherhood of _ Railroad _ Tele- 
graphers; John  B. Lennon, of the 
Journeymen Tailors’ Union; D. S. Fitz- 


gerald, of the Amalgamated Street and 
Electric Railway Employes; James A. 
Roach, of the International Iron Mould- 
ers’ Union. 

The special order of business is the de- 
ferred report of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials. 
the following 

the creden- 


Secretary Morrison read 
report of the committee on 
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tials of the Operative Plasterers’ delega- 
tion: 

We have received credentials from the 
Operative Plasterers’ International As- 
sociation for John Donlin, Peter G. Cook, 
James O’Connor and John G. Twyford, 
as delegates to this Convention. They 
are not entitled to seats, however, in 
view of the fact that charter has not 
yet been granted to this association. 


Delegate Mangan moved that the dele- 
gates of the Operative Plasterers be al- 
lowed seats in the Convention without 
a vote. (Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison—The Operative 
Plasterers are anxious to become affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 
Their application was received at _ the 
headquarters too late to correspond with 
the various international organizations 
that might have similar jurisdiction. It 
occurred to me that, as the various build- 
ing trades are represented in this Conven- 
tion, it might be well to refer this appli- 
cation to a committee of five from the 
building trades for the purpose of ar- 
ranging a satisfactory line of demarca- 
tion between the organizations that have 
protests in at the present time, or any 
other organizations that may be of the 
opinion that the Plasterers’ claim of 
jurisdiction is an infringement on their 
jurisdiction. For that reason I move to 
amend the motion made by Delegate 
Mangan to the extent that it be referred 
to a committee of five to be selected from 
the building trades. The question of 
seating the delegates will then come up 
on the report of the committee. 

Delegate Mangan—I will accept the 
Secretary’s amendment 

The motion of Delegate Mangan, as 
amended by Secretary Morrison, was 
adopted, 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
from the report of the Committee on 
Credentials: 

We have credentials for T. W. Rowe, 
from the Ohio State Federation of La- 
bor; J. F. Tobin, from the Muncie, In- 
diana, Trades Council; W. W. Davies, of 
the Belmont County, Ohio, Central 
Trades and Labor Council, and Frederick 
Shane, from the Toledo, Ohio, Central 
Labor Union. These gentlemen are 
members of the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Asscciaticn, and we _ recom- 
mend that they be not seated as dele- 
gates, our recommendation based on 
Section 5 of Article IV of the Constitu- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, as follows: 

“No organization or person that has 
seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled by the American Federation of 


Labor, or by any national or interna- 
tional organization, connected with this 
Federation, shall, while under such pen- 
alty, be allowed representation or recog- 
nition in this Federation, or in any 
Central Body or national or international 
union connected with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, under the penalty of 
the suspension of the body violating this 
section.”’ 


Delegate Ford—I move you that the re- 
port of the Committee on Credentials be 
eoncurred in. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Mahon and Mr. Rowe, of the Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union. 

When Mr. Rowe had spoken the full 
time allowed under the rules Delegate 
Kemper moved that his time be _ ex- 
tended. The motion was seconded and 
carried. 

The question was further discussed by 
Mr. Rowe, Delegate’ Klapetzky, Mr. 
Shane, Mr. Tobin, Secretary Morrison, 
Vice-President Mitchell and Vice-Presi- 
dent Hayes. . 

Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

The question was further discussed by 
Vice-President O'Connell, Delegate 
Lewis (T. L.), Vice-President Duncan, 
Delegate Walker (J. H.), and President 
Gompers. 

On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move that 
the time limit for the introduction of 
resolutions, except by the unanimous 
consent of the Convention, be fixed at 
5 o’clock next Thursday. 

President Gompers—That is the law 
now, but if it is agreeable to the Con- 
vention it will be ordered that, inasmuch 
as we will have no session of the Con- 
vention to-morrow, that day ought not 
to interfere with the opportunity of the 
delegates to introduce resolutions, and 
the time limit will be extended until 
Friday evening. 

Delegate Lewis—I object. The law 
fixes the time limit at 5 o’clock Thurs- 
day. 

Delegate Fairgrieve—The Constitution 
states that the time limit shall be the 
end of the fourth day’s session. There 
is no session to-morrow. 

President Gompers—Delegate Fair- 
grieve has interpreted the Constitution 
correctly. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by President Gompers 
to the various committees: 
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Resolution No. 1—By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 

Amendment to Article XI, Section 2, of 
American Federation of Labor Constitu- 
tion, to provide for its application tw lo- 
cal councils of the Building Trades De 
partment. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 2—By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The 3uilding Trades 
Council of Denver, Colo., has refused to 
seat the elected delegates of the Denver 
First Branch of The Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI, of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher of the International Photo 
iEengravers: 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, has been succeeded by an 
evil similar in its general character, but 
much more threatening in its possibilities, 
to wit: the immigration to the United 
States and its insular territory of large 
and increasing numbers of Japanese, Ko- 
reans and other Asiatic laborers; and 

WHEREAS, The American public sen- 
timent against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystallized 
in the enactment of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act, finds still stronger justifica- 
tion in demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the immi- 
gration of Japanese, Koreans and other 
Asiatic immigrants on the grounds (1) 
that the wage and living standards of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Ameri- 
ean standards in these essential respects; 
(2) that the racial incompatibility, as be- 
tween the peoples of the Orient and the 
United States, presents a problem of 
race preservation which it is our im- 
perative duty to solve in our own favor, 
and which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened and partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that system to the _ Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of the 
United States, constitutes a standing 
danger, not only to the domestic peace, 
but to the continuance of friendly rela- 
tions between the nations concerned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in annual convention as- 
sembled this 10th day of November, 


1908, that the terms of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act shculd be enlarged and ex- 
tended so as to permanently’ exclude 
from the United States and its insular 
territory all classes of Asiatics other 
than those exempted by the present 
— of that Act; therefore, be it fur- 
ler 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues to 
the Congress of the United States, with 
a request for favorable consideration and 
action by that body. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 4—By Delegates James 
O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, A. F. Stark, 
Thomas Van Lear and H. W. Churchill 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists: 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Machinists was chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor and con- 
ceded, so tar as the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has a right to do so, jur- 
isdiction over all work performed by ma- 
chinists, regardless of where such work 
is performed; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor granted a charter of affiliation 
to the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors over the protest of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists, be- 
cause the jurisdiction claims made by 
the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, namely: that members of 
the said organization should be _ con- 
ceded the right to assemble, erect or re- 
pair engines, pumps, dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators; and 

WHEREAS, The _ International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists has always had, 
and still claims, jurisdiction over the 
assembling, erecting and repairing of en- 
gines, pumps and dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators or performing similar work, 
regardless of where said machines may 
be assembled, erected or repaired; and 

WHEREAS, The executive officers of 
the International Association of Ma- 
chinists, with a view to adjusting said 
dispute between the two organizations, 
and with the further view of carrying 
out the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor, appointed a committee of its 
national officers to meet with a similar 
committee of the International Union of 
Elevator Constructors. Said meeting 
was held between the representatives of 
both orgaaizations at the headanarters 
of the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, 152 Nineteenth _ street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., August 29, 1908. No 
adjustment or agreement was reached. 
The representatives of the International 
Union of Elevator Constructors refused 
to concede that the assembling, erecting 
or repairing of engines, pumps, dynamos 
and other machinery necessary to 
operate elevators Was the work of a ma- 
chinist: and 

WHEREAS. The delegates of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists to 
the Twenty-eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor were 
instructed to bring this controversy to 
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tials of the Operative Plasterers’ delega- 
tion: 

We have received credentials from the 
Operative Plasterers’ International As- 
sociation for John Donlin, Peter G. Cook, 
James O'Connor and John G. Twyford, 
as delegates to this Convention. They 
are not entitled to seats, however, in 
view of the fact that charter has not 
yet been granted to this association. 


Delegate Mangan moved that the dele- 
gates of the Operative Plasterers be al- 
lowed seats in the Convention without 
a vote. (Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison—The Operative 
Plasterers are anxious to become affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor. 
Their application was received at the 
headquarters too late to correspond with 
the various international organizations 
that might have similar jurisdiction. It 
occurred to me that, as the various build- 
ing trades are represented in this Conven- 
tion, it might be well to refer this appli- 
cation to a committee of five from the 
building trades for the purpose of ar- 
ranging a satisfactory line of demarca- 
tion between the organizations that have 
protests in at the present time, or any 
other organizations that may be of the 
opinion that the Plasterers’ claim of 
jurisdiction is an infringement on their 
jurisdiction. For that reason I move to 
amend the motion made by Delegate 
Mangan to the extent that it be referred 
to a committee of five to be selected from 
the building trades. The question of 
seating the delegates will then come up 
on the report of the committee. 

Delegate Mangan—I will accept the 
Secretary’s amendment 

The motion of Delegate Mangan, as 
amended by Secretary Morrison, was 
adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
from the report of the Committee on 
Credentials: 

We have credentials for T. W. Rowe, 
from the Ohio State Federation of La- 
bor; J. F. Tobin, from the Muncie, In- 
diana, Trades Council; W. W. Davies, of 
the Belmont County, Ohio, Central 
Trades and Labor Council, and Frederick 
Shane, from the Toledo, Ohio, Central 
Labor Union. These gentlemen are 
members of the American Flint Glass 
Workers’ Asscciation, and we recom- 
mend that they be not seated as dele- 
gates, our recommendation based on 
Section 5 of Article IV of the Constitu- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, as follows: 

“No organization or person that has 
seceded, or has been suspended, or ex- 
pelled by the American Federation of 


Labor, or by any national or interna- 
tional organization, connected with this 
Federation, shall, while under such pen- 
alty, be allowed representation or recog- 
nition in this Federation, or in any 
Central Body or national or international 
union connected with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, under the penalty of 
the suspension of the body violating this 
section.”’ 


Delegate Ford—I move you that the re- 
port of the Committee on Credentials be 
concurred in. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Mahon and Mr. Rowe, of the Flint 
Glass Workers’ Union. 

When Mr. Rowe had spoken the full 
time allowed under the rules Delegate 
Kemper moved that his time be ex- 
tended. The motion was seconded and 
carried. 

The question was further discussed by 
Mr. Rowe, Delegate -Klapetzky, Mr. 
Shane, Mr. Tobin, Secretary Morrison, 
Vice-President Mitchell and Vice-Presi- 
dent Hayes. 

Treasurer Lennon in the chair. 

The question was further discussed by 
Vice-President O'Connell, Delegate 
Lewis (T. L.), Vice-President Duncan, 
Delegate Walker (J. H.), and President 
Gompers. 

On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move _ that 
the time limit for the introduction of 
resolutions, except by the unanimous 
consent of the Convention, be fixed at 
5 o’clock next Thursday. 

President Gompers—That is the law 
now, but if it is agreeable to the Con- 
vention it will be ordered that, inasmuch 
as we will have no session of the Con- 
vention to-morrow, that day ought not 
to interfere with the opportunity of the 
delegates to introduce resolutions, and 
the time limit will be extended until 
Friday evening. 

Delegate Lewis—I object. The law 
fixes the time limit at 5 o’clock Thurs- 
day. 

Delegate Fairgrieve—The Constitution 
states that the time limit shall be the 
end of the fourth day’s session. There 
is no session to-morrow. 

President Gompers—Delegate Fair- 
grieve has interpreted the Constitution 
correctly, 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by President Gompers 
to the various committees: 








SRP. Pightiserce sere 


























2 
' 
3 








AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 109 


Resolution No. 1—By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 

Amendment to Article XI, Section 2, of 
American Federation of Labor Constitu- 
tion, to provide for its application tu lo- 
cal councils of the Building Trades De 
partment. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 

Resolution No. 2—By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Council of Denver, Colo., has refused to 
seat the elected delegates of the Denver 
First Branch of The Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI, of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 

Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher of the International Photo 
engravers: 

WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, has been succeeded by an 
evil similar in its general character, but 
much more threatening in its possibilities, 
to wit: the immigration to the United 
States and its insular territory of large 
and increasing numbers of Japanese, Ko- 
reans and other Asiatic laborers; and 

WHEREAS, The American publie sen- 
timent against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystallized 
in the enactment of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act, finds still stronger justifica- 
tion in demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the immi- 
gration of Japanese, Koreans and other 
Asiatic immigrants on the grounds (1) 
that the wage and living standards of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Ameri- 
ean standards in these essential respects; 
(2) that the racial incompatibility, as be- 
tween the peoples of the Orient and the 
United States, presents a problem of 
race preservation which it is our im- 
perative duty to solve in our own favor, 
and which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened and partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that stem to the Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of the 
United States, constitutes a standing 
danger, not only to the domestic peace, 
but to the continuance of friendly rela- 
tions between the nations concerned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in annual convention as- 
sembled this 10th day of November, 








1908, that the terms of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act shculd be enlarged and ex- 
tended so as to permanently exclude 
from the United States and its insular 
territory all classes of Asiatics other 
than those exempted by the present 
—— of that Act; therefore, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues to 
the Congress of the United States, with 
a request for favorable consideration and 
action by that body. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 4—-By Delegates James 
O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, A. F. Stark, 
Thomas Van Lear and H. W. Churchill 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists: 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Machinists was chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor and con- 
ceded, so far as the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has a right to do so, jur- 
isdiction over all work performed by ma- 
chinists, regardless of where such work 
is performed; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor granted a charter of affiliation 
to the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors over the protest of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists, be- 
cause the jurisdiction claims made by 
the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, namely: that members of 
the said organization should be con- 
ceded the right to assemble, erect or re- 
pair engines, pumps, dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists has always had, 
and still claims, jurisdiction over the 
assembling, erecting and repairing of en- 
gines, pumps and dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators or performing similar work, 
regardless of where said machines may 
be assembled, erected or repaired; and 

WHEREAS, The executive officers of 
the International Association of Ma- 
chinists, with a view to adjusting said 
dispute between the two organizations, 
and with the further view of carrying 
out the laws of the American Federation 
of Labor, appointed a committee of its 
national officers to meet with a _ similar 
committee of the International Union of 
Elevator Constructors. Said meeting 
was held between the representatives of 
both orgaaizations at the headonarters 
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of the International U of Elevator 
Constructors, 1529 N enth street, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Augu 29, 1908. No 


adjustment or agreement was reached. 
The representatives of the International 
Union of Elevator Constructors refused 
to concede that the assembling, erecting 
or repairing of engines, pumps, dynamos 
and other machinery necessary to 
operate elevators Was the work of a ma- 
chinist: 1d 

WHEREAS. The delegates of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists to 
the Twenty-eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor were 
instructed to bring this controversy to 
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the attention of this Convention, with a 
view to having a decision rendered that 
should be binding upon both organiza- 
tions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the delegates assem- 
bled at the Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, that the International Association 
of Machinists has jurisdiction over the 
assembling, erection or repairing of 
engines, pumps, dynamos and other ma- 
chinery necessary to operate elevators in 
buildings or elsewhere. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 5—By Delegate James 
Whittaker, of Federal Labor Union 11823: 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union 11828 
of Evanston, Wyoming, consisting of 
machinists’ helpers, pipe men and help- 
ers, boiler washers, fire lighters, station- 
ary firemen, engine wipers and wrecking 
engineers employ ed on the Union Pacific 
Railroad, have been reduced 30 to 50 per 
cent. in the last year, and we can not 
secure any redress; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That an organizer be 
placed in the field to cover the entire 
Union Pacific System from Omaha _ to 
Evanston for the purpose of thoroughly 
organizing the above named employes of 
the Union Pacific into federal labor unions, 
to the end that they can resist further re- 
duction and secure improved conditions. 

Referred to Committee on State Organ- 
izations. 

Resolution No. 6—By Delegate Robert 
Glockling, of the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders: 

WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders has adopted a label 
to be used exclusively on blank books, to 
which the Allied Printing Trades labels 
do not apply, such as ordinary daybooks, 
journals, plain ledgers, blotters, exercise 
books, cash books or any class of books 
without printing therein; and 

WHEREAS, Such label has received 
the endorsement of the Joint Conference 
Board of the Allied Printing Trades; and 

WHEREAS, The general use of this 
label will materially aid in organizing 
this particular branch of the bookbind- 
ing industry which has heretofore been 
found difficult to reach by reason of the 
fact that much of this class of work is 
produced by cheap foreign labor to a 
large extent on a sweat-shop basis; and 

WHEREAS, A great deal of this class 
of goods is constantly in use in our thou- 
sands of labor organizations; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, do hereby recommend that all la- 
bor organizations affiliated herewith do 
encourage, to the extent of their ability, 
the use of the ‘‘Bookbinders’ Blank-Book 
Label’ by giving preference to such 
blank books as bear the label of the In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Bookbinders. 
and we further recommend that all labor 
journals do aid and encourage, through 
their columns, the use of the same. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 7—By Delegate R. Glock- 
ling, of the International Brotherhood of 
Bookbinders: 


WHEREAS, The principle is generally 
applied in United States federal and state 
law that work performed for federal, 
State and municipalities shall be ex- 
ee by citizens of the United States; 
an 

WHEREAS, Such provision, in the 
opinion of this American Federation of 
Labor, serves to conserve the American 
standard of wages; and 

WHEREAS, The attention of this 
American Federation of Labor having 
been called, by the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinde rs, to the fact that the 
firm of Cedric Chivers, limited, of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and Bath, England; are con- 
tractors for the bookbinding required by 
the public libraries of Greater New York, 
and other large centers of the United 
States, and do, in violation of the law 
above referred to, constantly ship this 
library binding to their Bath, England, 
factory, where it is bound under wage 
conditions that compare to about 30 per 
cent. of the American wage standard, the 
American wage being $20.00 to $25.00 per 
week, as compared with $7.00 to $7.50 at 
Bath, this work being permitted, under 
the United States Tariff, to be re-ad- 
mitted into this country free of duty; and 

WHEREAS, The yolume. of this work 
required by the publie libraries is of 
such magnitude as to cause most serious 
loss of employment to this particular 
branch of the Bookbinding craft; and 

WHEREAS, A palpable injustice is 
thereby done to all citizens who, by their 
contribution of taxes that support the 
public libraries, are deprived of the bene- 
fits that should accrue to the community 
from this industry; in addition to which, 
they are unwillingly assisting to place in 
the hands of themselves and their chil- 
dren books bound under conditions that 
tend to lower the standard of American 
citizenship; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does hereby strongly 
protest against public work being sent 
out of the country to be performed by 
cheap foreign labor to the detriment and 
menace to the American wage standard; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does strongly recom- 
mend to organized labor that they ren- 
der all possible assistance to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Bookbinders in 
their efforts to eradicate this manifest 
evil. 

teferred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 8—By Delegate Charles 
T. Smith, of the Washington, D. C., Cen- 
tral Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention 
that all subordinate unions of Interna- 
tional and National unions are hereby 
requested to immediately affiliate with 
the city central bodies of their respective 
localities, 

Referred to Committee on Local and 
Federated Bodies. 

tesolution No. 9—By Delegate Frank J 
Pulver, Colorado State Federation of 
Labor: 
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WHEREAS, The Blue Cross buttons or 
pins which originated in Denver, Colo., 
and which have been so _ persistently 
pushed and become so universally known 
ae the Union Label League emblem; and 
WHEREAS, We, the delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor, in the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention as- 
sembled, believe that much good can and 
will be accomplishe d by a general use of 
such emblem; therefore, be it 

RESOLV D, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in the Twenty-Eighth An- 
nual Convention assembled, That we en- 
dorse the Blue Cross buttons or pins, 
emblems of the Union Label League 
movement, and that the same be placed 
upon the colored and official Union Label 
Bulletin issued by this Federation. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 10—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, There has been presented 
to Congress by the Keep Commission a 
bill for the retirement of employes in 
the classified civil service, which bill has 
been referred to the Committee on Re- 
form in the Civil Service, and is expected 
to be passed upon by the next Congress; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
take this occasion to unqualifiedly ex- 
press our endorsement of the principles 
of our National Civil Service Law and 
urge the enforcement of it in its true 
spirit. We also emphatically favor the 
passing of some suitable retirement bill, 
both as a matter of justice to the em- 
ployes themselves and of value to the 
government, and as a worthy object les- 
son for states, counties and cities, and 
for large employers of labor in our land. 


teferred to Committee on Resolutions. 

tesolution No. 11—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
ot Labor, in Convention assembled, at 
Norfolk, Va., November 11, 1907, did in- 
struct its Legislative Committee to sup- 
port any remedial legislation that should 
be introduced in the 60th Congress look- 
ing towards oe hours and pay for 
postal ¢ lerks; and 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced 
long these lines in the present Con- 
gress, and are Known on the calendars 
of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States as follows: 
H. R. 11808, by Mr. MeDermott of Illinois, 
on the matter of hours; Senate 4491 and 
H. R. 18868, by Mr. LaFollette of Wis 


consin and Mr. W. B. Wilson of Penn- 
sylvania, on the question of pay, and 
H. R. 16871, by Mr. Nichols of " Penney! 


Vania, extending the leaves of absence 
With pay; and 

WHEREAS, The National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks acknowledge and 
ire grateful for the aid ever rendered 
their eause, and are of the opinion that 
the American Federation of Labor can 
assist them; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor go on record as ¢ndors- 
ing these several bills, copies of which 
accompany this resolution, and that the 
Legislative Committee be instructed to 
use its utmost means, power and influ- 
ence to secure for the officers of the 
National Federation of Post Office Clerks 
a hearing in committee on the above 
bills 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 12—By Delegate Chas. 
T. Smith, of Washington, D. C., Central 
Labor Union: 

WHEREAS, Foreign steamship inter- 
ests introduced Senate Bill 5083, which 
would virtually repeal section 42, a much 
needed humane provision requiring more 
air space and better sanitary conditions 
on immigrant ships; and 

WHEREAS, The illiteracy test is the 
most practical means for the restricting 
of the present immigration of cheap 
labor, whose competition is so ruinous; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Washington, D. C., 
Central Labor Union that we earnestly 
beseech and petition Congress to enact 
the illiteracy test into law, and to refuse 
any modification of section 42, unless it 
be to increase the amount of air space 
and to require better sanitary accommo- 
dations in the steerage. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 13—By Delegates A. Mc- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union: 
WHEREAS, The Union Label is the 
trade mark of our trade unions; and 

WHEREAS, This trade mark has been 
adopted to be used by all members of 
trade unions as a guide to distinguish 
the fair union made products from those 
that are unfair; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union has adopted a _ blue 
label for the express purpose of giving 
the purchaser undisputed proof that the 
tobacco he buys which bears the blue 
label is the product of union labor: and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ 
blue label has received the endorsement 
of the American Federation of Labor 
and ali its affiliated unions, and 

WHEREAS, It is essential to the best 
interest of the Tobacco Workers’ Inter- 
national Union that the greatest possible 
patronage shall be given to the tobacco 
products bearing the union label; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, "Novembe r, 1908, hereby 
reaffirms its previous endorsement of the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers’ In- 





ternational Union; therefore, be it turthe 
RESOLVED, That the members of the 
affiliated unions are requested to lend 





their assistance in cre a greater de- 
mand for tobacco bearing the blue label. 





Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 14—By Delegates A. Me- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers’ International Union: 
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WHEREAS, Recent court decisions 
have practically negatived the prosecut- 
ing ot boycotts on unfair corporations 
and industries, thereby depriving the 
workers of a means of redress for op- 
pressions imposed; and 


WHEREAS, A means of redress for 
wrongs and oppressions imposed is nec- 
essary for the protection of the workers 
and those dependent upon them; and 

WHEREAS, The accomplishment of 
this purpose and end will require the more 
systematic, vigorous and constant agita- 
tion among the trade unionists and among 
those who are not members of any trade 
union, but who are open to conviction as 
to the true merits and meaning of the 
“Trade Marks” of the trade unions, edu- 
cation being necessary to the success of 
our noble movement; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That an arrangement be 
effected by and between the National 
and International Unions (that have a 
trade mark that the public generally 
should be in closer touch with and have 
a greater knowledge of), whereby a space 
of one or two pages in each monthly 
journal shall be devoted to the advertis- 
ing of a given number of Union Labels 
each month. That a system of electro- 
types of a standard size be gotten up of 
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a given number by National and Inter- 
national Unions containing a cut of the 
respective labels with suitable reading 
matter around it, giving instructions as 
to where each particular label will be 
found on the products of that particu- 
lar craft. That these electrotypes be 
shipped to the American Federation of 
Labor headquarters, and there grouped 
and numbered so that each label will be 
presented to the members of each Na- 
tional and International Union during 
the succeeding 12 months. That each 
group of labels for assignment shall be 
numbered, and the respective journals 
be also numbered. That one group be 
shipped to each journal from the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor headquarters, 
and after that. Journal No. 1 shall ship, 
after publication, Group No. 1 to Journal 
No. 100, or whatever the highest number 
be after the, numbering has been com- 
pleted, each group number being moved 
up each month until each group has ap- 
peared in each one of the journals enter- 
ing this plan of label advertising. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

At 5:30 p. m. the Convention adjourned, 
to reconvene at 9 a, m, Thursday, Novem- 
ber 12, 
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THIRD DAY—Thursday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Thursday, November 12th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Huber, Sanders, Richardson, Barnes, Loe- 
benberg, Thomas, Cable, McManus, 
Feeney, Williams (J. J.), Pfeiffer, Price, 
Grout, Valentine, Wilson (Jas.), Tracy 
(Wm. J.), Paravicini, Byrnes, Powell, 
Smith (Wm, J.), Welch, Hood, Moore, 
Peterson, Chavey, Witt, Piggott, Chris- 
man, Hart (C. E.), Whalen, Leonard, 
Nutt, Snyder. 

On motion of Treasurer Lennon reading 
of the minutes of the preceding session 
was dispensed with. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 

New Orleans, Nov. 11, 1908. 
Hon. Samuel Gompers, Denver, Colo. 

The members of the Farmers’ Educa- 
tional and Co-operative Union of America, 
in national conference, sends the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor fraternal greet- 


ings. 
Cc. S. BARRETT, President. 


Secretary Morrison also,read a commu- 
nication from the Jewish Consumptives’ 
Relief Society, in which an invitation was 
extended to the delegates to visit the 
sanitorium of the society during their stay 
in Denver. The communication also spoke 
of the growth of the work of the society. 

Delegate Coombe, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials, presented the fol- 
lowing report: 

Your Credential Committee begs to sub- 
mit the following supplemental report: 

The indebtedness of the following or- 
ganizations having been paid, we recom- 
mend that their delegates be seated: 

Foundry Employes’ International 
Brotherhood—George Bechtold, 7 votes. 

United Textile Workers—John Golden, 
Samuel Ross, 129 votes, 

Lake County, Indiana Central Labor 
Union—Emmet Flood, 1 yote. 

Washington, D. C., Central 
Union—Chas. T, Smith, 1 vote. 

Tobacco Strippers’ Union 10,422—Melvia 
Richter, 1 vote. 

We recommend that E, F, Hart be 
Seated in the place of J. L. Hon, as dele- 


Labor 


. 


gate from the Lithographers’ Interna- 
tional Protective Association, notification 
of the change having been received from 
the International Secretary. 

We furtner recommend that Phil. Wur- 
ster be seated as delegate from the 
Central Labor Union of Evansville, Indi- 
ana, with 1 vote, and I. B. Kuhn as dele- 
gate from the McSherrystown, Pennsyl- 
vania Central Labor Union, with 1 vote. 

Mr. L. W. Quick will be unable to be 
present, and R. P. Rubin has been ap- 
pointed to serve in his place as delegate 
from the Order of Railroad Telegraphers. 
We recommend that Mr. Rubin be seated 
in Mr, Quick’s place, 

Respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
PATRICK F. DUFFY, Secretary, 
ALVIN C. HOWES, 
Credential Committee. 


On motion of Treasurer Lennon the re- 
port of the committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Coombe, for the Auditing Com- 
mittee, presented the following report: 


To the Delegates of the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor: 

Greeting—The committee appointed, as 
required by the Constitution, to examine 
and report upon the receipts, expendi- 
tures and financial condition of the 
American Federation of Labor, have at- 
tended to that duty, and submit for your 
consideration the following report: 

The total income of the Federation from 
all sources from October 1, 1907, until 
September 30, 198, inclusive, was $207,- 
655.28, as follows: 


Per CAPita tax.cccccccccccccsccscces $116,110.93 
PCE ET TOPLCCEOL ECCT ETC E 10,590.10 
The American Federationist...... 20,722.41 
AORN Bes ic cacsceinccces 1,783.10 
Assessment, Textile Workers.... 30.00 
Assessment, Los Angeles.......... 15,342.02 
Assessment, Buck’s Stuove & 

BOMee COMO oo cccccesiscccccncs 15,665.70 
Legal Defense Fund...............- 11,822.26 
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Defense Fund ......- bkvedadeswotexsic Rae 
Premium on DONAS.....-.eeeeeeeeees 1,261.51 
Total receipts for the year...... $207,655.23 
Balance on hand October 1, 1907.. 127,910.02 
Grand total ....cccccccccccsccsoece $335,565.25 
The expenses from October 1, 1907, until 
September 30, 1908, inclusive, was $196,- 
937.36, as follows: 
General account .......seseeeeeeeeee $161,501.56 
The American rederationist paeeat ” = 84 
Assessment, I. T. U.....---eeeeeeees 0.00 
Defense Fund .......seeeeeeeeeeeees 12. toa 00 
Premium on bonds.........eeeeeeeee 1,021.96 
Total expenses for the year....$196,937.36 
RECAPITULATION. 
Grand total receipts...........+6+ $335,5 565.25 
Total EXPENSE .......ecececceceecers 196,937.36 


Balance on hand October 1, 1908.$138,627.89 


We find certificates of deposit and bank 
deposits (certified by the cashiers of each 
bank) to correspond with the above ac- 
count, as follows: 

In the hands of Treasurer John B. 
Lennon, $136,627.89, deposited in banks at 
Bloomington, Ill., and in possession of 
Secretary Frank Morrison, $2,000.00, de- 
posited in Riggs’ National Bank, Wash- 
ington, D, C. 

President Gompers has in his possession 
and properly executed, twenty-two (22) 
certificates of deposits; twenty (20) for 
$5,000 each, one (1) for $10,000 and one (1) 
for $5,737.24, which the committee ex- 
amined, finding them correct. 

The twenty-two (22) certificates are de- 
posited in various banks at Bloomington, 
Ill., as follows: 

McLean County Bank, six certifi- 

cates, $5,000 each, "August 28, 

SUR RE BE. 5. ce sonccoebuscoeeceteere $ 30,000.00 
Corn Belt Bank, two partes 

$5,000 each, July 5, 1907, at 3¢... 10,000.00 
German American Bank, two cer- 

tificates, $5,000 each, July 21, 

NE RG BNE ace sdnscoteseccisewncnse - 10,000.00 
Peoples Bank, three certificates, 

two at $5, 000 each and one at 

$5,737.24, July 21, 1908 at 3¢...... 15,787.24 
Third National Bank, five cer- 


tificates, $5,000 each, October 5, 

SOE Pei css asrnsasemesnsncnsse acs’ 25,000.00 
State National Rank, one certifi- 

eate, $5,000, July 21, 1908, at 2¢.. 5,000.00 
State National Bank, two certifi- 

cates, $5,000 each, October 5, 

Rt ee EE seca sesudrenenens bee 10,000.00 
State National Bank, one certifi- 

cate, $10,000, October 5, 1908, at 

| EERO Orr rr ree 10,000.00 

Cash accounts as follows: 
Treasurer John B, Lennon has 

on deposit in the State Na- 

tional Bank of Bloomington, . 

Tll., subject to check.............- $ 20,890.65 


On deposit in Riggs’ Na- 
tional Bank of Wash- 
ington, D. C., October 
1, 1908, subject to check 
of Frank Morrison, 
WOCTOIATY ceccrsscceseccsc $6,965.55 


Outstanding checks...... 4,965.55 2,000.00 





Total balance in banks, helenae 
Phi IR ODA DSSEER SS Cao ba wee ERATE $138,627.89 
We desire to express our appreciation 
of the business methods employed in con- 
ducting the financial affairs of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, and also for 
the courteous consideration accorded us 
in the discharge of our duties. 
Fraternally submitted, 
ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
PATRICK F. DUFFY, Secretary, 
ALVIN C. HOWES, 
Auditing Committee. 
On motion of Delegate Sinclair the re- 
port of the committee was concurred in. 
Delegate Smith, secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Rules and Order of Business, 
presented the following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RULES 
AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
Greeting: We, your Committee on 
Rules and Order of Business, beg leave 
to submit the following report: 


RULES. 

We recommend the adoption of the 
following rules for the government of 
the Convention: 

Rule 1—The Convention shall be called 
to order at 9 a. m., remain in session 
until 12 o’clock noon; re-assemble at 2 
p. m., and ccntinue in session until 5:30 
p. m., except on Saturday, which shall 
be a half-holiday. 

Rule 2—If a delegate while speaking be 
called to order, he shall, at the request 
of the chair, take his seat until the 
question of order is decided. 

Rule 3—Should two or more delegates 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4—No delegate shall interrupt 
another in his remarks except it be to 
call him to a point of order. 

Rule 5—A delegate shall not speak 
more than once on the same question 


until all who wish to speak shall have * 


had an opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6—A delegate shall not speak 
more than twice upon a question with- 
out permission from the Convention. 
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Rule 7—Speeches shall be limited to 
ten minutes, but the time of speaking 
may be extended by vote of the Con- 
vention. 

Rule 8—A motion shall not be open for 
discussion until it has been seconded 
and stated from the chair. 

Rule 9—At the request of five members 
the mover of a motion shall be required 
to reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10—When a question is pending 
before the Convention no motion shall 
be in order except to adjourn, to refer, 
for the previous question, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a _ certain 
time, to divide or amend, which motions 
shall have precedence in the order 
named. 

Rule 11—Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable. 

Rule 12—A motion to reconsider shall 
not be entertained unless made by a 
delegate who voted in the majority, and 
shall receive a majority vote. 

Rule 13—Any delegate failing to pre- 
sent his card within 30 minutes after 
the Convention is called to order shall 
be marked absent, but in the event of 
unavoidable absence he may so report to 
the Secretary and be marked present. 

Rule 14—It shall require at least 12 
members to move the previous question. 

Rule 15—All resolutions shall bear the 
signature of the introducer and the title 
of the organization he represents, | 

Rule 16—No motion or resolution shall 
be voted upon until the mover or intro- 
ducer has had a chance to speak if he 
or she so desires. 

Rule 17—No resolutions shall be _ re- 
ceived after Friday session, November 
13, without unanimous consent of the 
Convention. 

Rule 18—Roberts’ Rules shall be the 
guide on all matters not herein pro- 
vided. 

Rule 19—The main body of the hall 
shall be reserved for delegates. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1—Reading minutes of previous ses- 
sion, which will be dispensed with unless 
called for. 

2—Report of Committee on Credentials. 

38—Report of Officers. 

4—Report of Regular Committees. 

5—Report of Special Committees. 

6—Unfinished Business. 

7—New Business. 

&—Election of Officers. 


9—Good of the Federation. 
10—Adjournment. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ALVIN C. HOWES, Chairman, 
GEO. K. SMITH, Secretary, 
A. B, LOEBENBERG, 

E. J. BRAIS, 

J. J. MOCKLER, 
FRANK KORALEK, 
JAMES McKENZIE, 
HARRY F. McCORMACK, 
HENRY H. BOETTGER, 
FRANK DETLEF, 

JOS. W. MORTON. 


Delegate Mahon—Has the committee 
made any report on the question of the 
casting of the entire vote of an organiza- 
tion when part of the delegation is ab- 
sent? 

President Gompers—That could not be 
settled by a rule; that is provided for in 
the Constitution. The organization is en- 
titled to the vote. The delegates repre- 
sent the organization. 

The question raised by Delegate Mahon 
was discussed by Delegates Mahon, 
Wheeler and President Gompers. 

Treasurer Lennon—I desire to offer an 
amendment to the report of the committee 
in regard to the question of introducing 
substitutes and negative motions while 
the report of a committee is pending. I 
offer the following as a rule to be added 
to what has been submitted: ‘‘When a 
report of a committee is pending, no 
negative motion or substitute shall be 
in order.”’ 

Delegate Lewis—I move that the report 
of the Committee on Rules be taken up 
seriatim and acted on. (Seconded and 
carried.) 

Vice-President Mitchell in the chair. 

Rules 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 were 
read by the secretary of the committee, 
and each one adopted as read. 

Rule 11. Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable. 

President Gompers—It seems to me some 
addition or qualification is necessary to 
Rule 11. If a motion is made that the 
subject before the house be laid on the 
table for a definite time, it seems to me 
the subject of time is then debatable. I 
would suggest that the following be add- 
ed: ‘Unless the motion to lay on the 
table shall apply to the time, and then 
be only amendable or debatable as to 
time.”’ 

Delegate Lynch—Why not add instead: 
“Except as limited by Roberts’ Rules of 
Order?” 
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President Gompers accepted the amend- 
ment suggested by Delegate Lynch, and 
the amendment was accepted by the com- 
mittee. 

Rule 11, as amended, was then adopted. 

Rule 12 was adopted as reported by the 
committee. 

Treasurer Lennon—The rule I offered, 
if it is to be adopted, should follow Rule 
12. I offer the following new rule: ‘‘When 
a report of a committee is pending, no 
negative motion or substitute shall be in 
order.”’ (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Mitchell—Does that mean 
a negative substitute? 

Treasurer Lennon—Yes. 

Delegate Fairgrieve—I move to: strike 
out the word “substitute’’ in the pro- 
posed new rule. (Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Lewis, who spoke in opposition to the 
amendment offered by Treasurer Lennon. 

Treasurer Lennon moved that. the 
amendment be referred to the committee. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegates Lynch, Mahon end Smith 
spoke in opposition to referring. 

The question was discussed in a general 
way by Delegate Walker. 

Delegate Savage moved that the entire 
subject be laid upon the table. 

The motion was seconded, but lost by 
a vote of 99 to 71. 

President Gompers—I suggest that this 
be referred to the Committee on Rules, 
they to report at the earliest possible 
moment. 

Treasurer Lennon—I accept that. 

Rule 13 was adopted as reported by the 
committee. 

Rule 14. It shall require at least twelve 
members to move the previous question. 

Delegate Mahon—I move that the rule 
be amended to require at least thirty 
members to move the previous question. 
(Seconded and carried.) 

Rules 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19 were adopted 
as reported by the committee. 

The order of business was taken up 
seriatim, and each section adopted as re- 
ported by the committee. 

Delegate Lynch—I desire to offer the 
following amendment to the report of the 
committee: ‘When a roll call vote has 
been taken, and all delegates present have 
had the opportunity to record their votes, 
the ballot shall be declared closed.”’ 
(Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison suggested that the 
rule be amended to read ‘delegates or 
delegations,”’ instead of “delegates.” The 
amendment was accepted by Delegate 
Lynch. 

Heretofore the count has been taken 
and while in process of tabulation dele- 
gations have come in and recorded their 
votes. We should have some rule so 


that in closely contested cases we will 
know where we stand. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Gallagher, McKee, Howes, Mahon, 
Lynch, Lewis, Walker, Smith, Kemper, 
Treasurer Lennon and _ Vice-President 
Duncan. 

The amendment to the report of the 
committee offered by Delegate Lynch, as 
amended by Secretary Morrison, was 
adopted. 

Delegate Kemper moved the following 
amendment to the report of the commit- 
tee: ‘‘When a roll call ballot has been 
ordered that no adjournment take place 
until the result has been announced.” 
(Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Vice- 
President Duncan, Delegates Mahon, 
Kemper and Secretary Morrison. 

The motion offered by Delegate Kemper 
was carried, 

President Gompers announced that, ac- 
cording to the custom of the Convention, 
the time for hearing from the fraternal 
delegates had been fixed at ten o’clock 
Thursday morning, and introduced to the 
Convention Mr. John Wadsworth, one of 
the fraternal delegates from the British 
Trades Union Congress, who said, in 
part: 

Mr. President and Delegates—It is hard- 
ly necessary for me to say that I am ex- 
ceedingly delighted to be at this Conven- 
tion held in this city in 1908. This is the 
first time that I have had the opportu- 
nity and the privilege of seeing the new 
country, and seeing its people on its own 
soil. I wish I could be assured that I 
was going to pay a few other visits in the 
near future and to attend other conven- 
tions of this Federation. We have been 
here scarcely a fortnight, yet my wife, my 
colleague and myself have seen a great 
deal of the country. We are exceedingly 
obliged to you for the very great kindness 
you have shown us since we landed at 
New York. 

I am pleased to be here, Mr. Chairman, 
because this is a representative meeting of 
the Trade Unions of America. I would 
much rather attend a meeting of this de- 
scription than a meeting of any other de- 
scription, political or otherwise. I have 
been a Trade Unionist ever since I was a 
little boy and have seen the results 
wrought in the old country through the 
efforts of the Trade Unions. I remember 
working in the pit when I was quite a 
little fellow. In those days it was not a 
question of eight hours from bank to 
bank, or from any other point. We used 
to work, especially in the winter time, 
without seeing daylight from Monday 
morning until Saturday night. That con- 
dition of things has been altogether al- 
tered as far as Great Britain is concerned. 

This is a great country, but as far as I 
can see from observation un to the pres- 
ent time, large as it is, you have the same 
difficulties to a larger or smaller degree, 
to face in the very near future, that we 
have had to face in the old country in 
years gone by. Some of our friends in the 
old country tell us everything is content- 











oe 





gta 


SE LE AI ge OE ater 


= 


eet g gr 


a Se 


eee 


EE PORT 





AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 117 


ment and peace so far as America is con- 
cerned. IL am very much afraid that is 
not true. We in Great Britain look up to 
the United States of America as a world 
within itself, and when we come to realize 
that Great Britain is composed of about 
1.0,000 square miles of*territory, and when 
we learn that the United States is com- 
posed of two and a half million square 
miles of territory we are amazed. It ap- 
pears to me that it does not matter very 
much whether working people live in free 
trade Great Britain or protected America, 
if they are not in a position through their 
organizations to force out of the employ- 
ers of labor and capitalists their fair 
share of the profits made by their labor. 
1 believe, as 1 have believed all along the 
line, that there is nothing more efficacious, 
nothing that will serve the interest of 
labor better than powerful organizations. 
‘those organizations ought to be _ estab- 
lished in every trade. Where people have 
to work they are bound to be united to- 
gether to get the justice and equity they 
ought to have. 

In England we have gone through a 
great deal, as some of you know. It used 
to be that we could not have a public 
meeting even in Great Britain. By and by 
we got the Trade Union Act in 1871. We 
went on with that charter for thirty years 
or over, then we had the same condition 
forced upon us you are having forced upon 
you in this country—what is known in 
England as judge-made law. We have our 
injunctions just as you are having them 
in this country. Trade Union funds were 
made attachable for damages, and in con- 
sequence they were of no power to serve 
the workmen. They were not satisfied 
with that, and for a time the great cap- 
italistic interests there were delighted 
with the results of the Taff Vale decision 
given in Great Britain. They were .-not 
satisfied with the Taff Vale decision, but 
they attacked the associations’ funds. 
They sued us for damages. The damages 
they sued us for would amount in this 
country to over $1,000,000, but the Trade 
Unions were determined that they would 
not be put down by any Taff Vale de- 
cision or judge-made law. I hope that 
will be the position taken by our friends 
on this side of the water. I hope you will 
not rest satisfied until you are made free 
men once more. 

We had a great struggle, and you in this 
country will have a great struggle, and if 
the workers are not united—nay, and if 
they are united, you will have a ‘struggle 
from now on to’ get better wages and con- 
ditions and to keep intact the wages 
and conditions that you have got that are 
satisfactory up to the present time. We 
have got through Trades Unions for 
twenty vears a great deal in Great 
Britain, not only in the mining industry, 
but in the iron, steel, ship building and 
cotton industries. All that has been 
gained has been through the men of 
Great Britain becoming organized. If they 
were not organized we would not be in the 
position we are in to-day. Since 1888, as 
far as mining is concerned. a great deal 
has been gained; and what is true of 
mining is true of the iron, steel, ship 
building and cotton industries. In 1888 we 
were working for very low wages and in 
some instances for very long hours. In 
that vear we commenced to agitate for 
better wages. The owners and capitalists 
of the old country, like the owners and 


capitalists of the new country, said it was 
impossible for them to pay higher wages 
Without ruining the industries of the coun- 
try. We pressed forward, however, and 
got an advance, which was followed by 
other advances, until we had forty per 
cent. above the 1888 rate. 

in 1893 we had notices given for a re- 
duction of twenty-tive per cent. in wages. 
That we resisted for four months.  Uiti- 
mately we got what is known as the 
“Lord Rosebery Agreement.” We se- 
cured as a minimum wage thirty per 
cent. over and above what was paid in 
1888. We went on then until we secured 
thirty-five per cent. above the rate of 
1888. The present agreemént gives us 
thirty-seven and one-half per cent. above 
the wages of 1888. Now we are trying to 
have that made a basis rate. We got the 
Scotch miners to form a federation, which 
was followed by a federation of Welsh 
miners. Now we have three great 
branches, all amalgamated in one fed- 
eration and working. for one end. If we 
stick together, we are sure that we will 
ultimately succeed in the objects we have 
in view. 

In England we have got free from the 
Taff Vale decision. We have a Trades 
Dispute Bill that puts us back to the 
position that we occupied previous to the 
Taff Vale decision. 

We have an old-age pension bill which 
comes into operation on the first of Janu- 
ary next year. It is not the bill we 
wanted, but it is a start, and we hope 
to improve it as time proceeds. At the 
present it will include somewhere about 
600,000 people seventy years and over. 
Ultimately we hope to get it down to 
sixty-five years. Then we intend dealing 
with workers who are sick and lame and 
not capable of working. We have not 
done that as yet, but we passed, last year, 
the Small Holdings Act, which will prove 
beneficial to the working people of Eng- 
land. This act already has had a num- 
ber of applications. Already 19,000 appli- 
cations have been made for 300.000 acres 
of land by the working people of Great 
Britain, and we believe when this act is 
thoroughly established, it will assist the 
workers to a very considerable extent. 

We have not been able as yet to get on 
the statute books anything that is satis- 
factory in dealing with the unemployed. 
We have a kind of promise that next 
year the present government will do 
something towards dealing with the ques- 
tion. This year the government. will 
spend £300,000 towards a central fund for 
the relief of the unemployed. That is a 
fair start in that direction. They are 
going to find employment for 2,100 men in 
repairing work at the docks, and they 
expect to spend some £73.000 in that di- 
rection. Then they are going to find em- 
ployment for about 2,400 men in building 
ships. I rather regret that, because the 
ships they are going to build are war- 
ships, and that is not a thing that work- 
ing men in either this country or the old 
country wish. It would be far better for 
Great Britain, America and the con- 
tinent, as far as the working people are 
concerned, to build railroads and bridges. 

It is not my intention to keep this Con- 
vention from its business. I imagine you 
have a great deal of work to do. There 
are a great many things T might talk 
about, such as_ boycotting and other 
things we have had to go through. The 
minimum wage question with us put ter- 











118 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


ror into the capitalists. I suppose they 
thought the world would come to an end 
if the working men would have better 
wages, shorter hours and better condi- 
tions. However, since we got the extra 
money, trade has been better, profits have 
been higher and everything more satis- 
factory than when the workers received 
only about one-half the wages they have 
at the present time. herefore, all we 
have to do in the old country and the 
new is to all press our demands and see 
that the men and women workers have 
justice and equity. 

I want to say, in conclusion, that I am 
extremely obliged for the very great 
kindness shown to myself and my wife 
since we landed in New York. That kind- 
ness has been continued wherever we have 
stopped throughout the country. At Ni- 
agara Falls we were met by friends who 
were just as kind as they were in New 
York. We went to Indianapolis and met 
kind friends there, and when we reached 
Denver, we were welcomed warmly by_ both 
men and women. We have enjoyed our- 
selves ever since. I thank you, each and 
all, for the great kindness that have been 
shown to us, and I trust that this Fed- 
eration will grow in numbers and in 
strength, and will, by its force—we can 
do nothing without force—attain the end 
it is seeking. We do not like strikes, but 
if it were not for having the power to 
strike in our hands, we would not be in 
anything like the position we are in at 
the present time. This is a large coun- 
try, and though you have nearly all the 
resources the world can supply, if the 
men are not organized and determined to 
show the capitalistic classes that they 
have some power, as time goes on the 
working people of this country will be 
very much worse off than they are now. 
You should build strong unions and amal- 
gamate together for the good of all. That 
will gain for you much more in the way 
of justice and equity than can be gained 
by remaining outside of the unions. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr. J. H. Skinner, fraternal 
delegate from the British Trades Union 
Congress, who spoke in part as follows: 


Mr. Chairman and _ Fellow Trades 
Unionists: I feel it a great honor to 
share with Mr. Wadsworth the represen- 
tation of the British Trades Union Con- 
gress. I feel it also a great honor to 
share with him the privilege of convey- 
ing to you the heartiest greetings of the 
trades unionists of Great Britain and 
Ireland. This fraternal relation costs a 
great deal of money, but if the cost 
were trebled it would be justified by the 
effect it has upon the movement. It has 
created a friendly feeling, a bond of 
sympathy and brotherhood between the 
trades unionists of the two countries. 

I ought perhaps to explain here that 
I am in the nature of a substitute for a 
gentleman who was elected to share 
with Mr. Wadsworth the honor of rep- 
resenting the British Trades Union Con- 
gress at this Convention. Mr. Gill, a 
member of Parliament, like Mr. Wads- 
worth, was selected to come to America. 
On account of an unfortunate dispute in 
the cotton trade he was unable to come. 
He is Secretary of the Cotton Spinners’ 


leave his 
people in their time of trouble and diffi- 


organization, and could not 


culty. I regret the unfortunate circum- 
stances that compelled Mr. Gill to be 
absent, but I feel that Mr. Lynch 


echoed my sentiments when he said that 
if the Cotton Spinners had to have a 
strike it was just as well they had it 
about this particular time. 

I am glad to say that, so far as the 
general movement in Great Britain is 
concerned, it was never in a _ healthier 
condition that at the present time. There 
are many things we are inclined to thank 
ourselves for. We do not feel inclined 
to thank other people for them. Trades 
unionism is a power in Great Britain at 
the persent time. One of the things we 
have under consideration is the starting 
of a labor daily newspaper. I am sure 
my friends, the typographers, will be 
interested in that. The matter was 
brought: forward by the London Society 
of Compositors. A special congress was 
called to discuss the matter, and it was 
decided a movement should be made to 
start the paper. I am not quite san- 
guine about the result, but I want to 
say there is a strong feeling among the 
British trades unionists that they are 
not receiving. fair treatment at the 
hands of the _ capitalistically owned 
newspapers of Great Britain. We can 
not be surprised at that; we can not ex- 
pect the capitalists who own newspapers 
to do justice to the labor movement 
whose interests are not identical with 
theirs. That has created a very strong 
desire to have a daily labor newspaper 
in order to put before the workers of the 
country the acts and positions of the 
labor unions. 

You are greatly interested in the ques- 
tion of the label. In fact, it seems to 
be the thing one finds everywhere in 
America. Wherever you turn you will 
find evidence of the existence of the 
label. That is to your credit. We 
know very little about the label. 
There are a couple of unions— 
the Hatters and the Cigarmakers—who 
make some use of the label, but I do 
not think it is quite the success among 
them it should be. Possibly the idea has 
not quite sunk into our people yet. 
When it has, possibly it will be more 
successful. We of the printing trades 
have borrowed the idea of trying to use 
the label from our friends in the United 
States. We have discovered that to the 
printers here the label has been of im- 
mense value. We had a meeting last 
June and decided we would make the 
attempt to introduce the label on 
printed matter. We are going to limit 
our operations for a while, however, to 
Ireland—a place where so many experi- 
ments of a political character have been 
made. The Home Rule party is making 
an attempt to see that all the goods con- 
sumed in Ireland are produced in Ire- 
land. We want Ireland to go a little 
farther than that. We sympathize with 
them in the desire to develop the coun- 
try industrially, but we want them to 
go farther and see that not only shall 
the goods consumed by Ireland be_ pro- 
duced there, but that they be produced 
under trade union conditions. 
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I think you make more of the eight- 
hour day than we do at the present 
time. A few years ago when some of 
us were young men and agitating for 
the eight-hour day we thought we ought 
to have it in about five minutes. We 
have not got it yet, and some of us are 
tired of waiting for it. Of course, if we 
should pass an eight-hour law it could 
not be destroyed by the judges as it 
can in this country. The Allied Print- 
ing Trades in Great Britain have decided 
to move for a universal eight-hour day 
throughout the jurisdiction of the 
United Kingdcm. 

Mr. Wadsworth referred to our politi- 
cal movement. Perhaps I ought to say 
that Mr. Wadsworth and I belong to two 
different forms of thought, but we ap- 
preciate each other’s position thoroughly, 
and do not fall out about it. We have sev- 
eral points of difference. I do not know 
that we have many so far as principle 
is concerned, but we may have differences 
in regard to policy. I belong to the sec- 
tion that is enthusiastically favorable to 
the existence of an Independent Labor 
Party of Great Britain, while Mr. Wads- 
worth accupies a seat in the House of 
Commons, and belongs to what is styled 
in England, the Trade Union Group. They 
work hand in hand with the Labor Party 
Group in Parliament. He referred to the 
Taff Vale decision. We are _ proud of 
that decision. It was the thing that 
caused British trades unions to enter poli- 
tics on independent lines. The money 
that was spent on that decision was well 
spent in arousing the people of Great 
Britain to a realization of their rights. 
When the time came for a general elec- 
tion, all the workers were determined that 
the effect of that decision should be 
wiped out, so far as their votes were con- 
cerned. The Labor Party was formed 
from the British Trades Congress, the 
same way you may form an Independent 
Labor Party. If you adopt such a plan, 
I hope it will lead to the same success it 
did in our country. Since the advent of 
the labor party in the House of Com- 
mons, a great deal has been accomplished. 
We have, of course, spent considerable 
sums of money, but we believe it has 
brought about better results than if the 
money had been spent in other ways. We 
have, of course, to maintain our members 
in the House of Commons. We are proud 
to know that while the men in the trades 
unions will give us their votes, they will 
also give us their money to maintain the 
representatives. 

The Labor Party consists, not only of 
trade unionists, but Socialists as well. 
The main body of the Socialists in Great 
Britain are allied to the Labor Party, and 
they are as anxious to maintain it as are 
the more moderate section styled the 
trade unionists. We are proud of that 
alliance betwen the Socialists and the 
Labor Party. I believe a great deal of the 
work that has been accomplished in an 
advance direction for the workers of 
Great Britain has been due to the sacri- 
fices, the hard work and the energy of 
the Socialists who are connected with it. 

We must look after the children of the 
nation; we must look after the unem- 
ployed, and after the men who are thrown 
upon the industrial scrap heap when they 
have served their time for the good of 


the nation. One of the first things we 
tried to do was to see that the hungry 
children of the nation were fed. What- 
ever might be the faults of the parents, 
we resolved the children should not go 
to school hungry. A law was passed en- 
abling local authorities to levy rates upon 
communities to provide children with free 
meals in cases where destitution and 
poverty prevailed at home. Then the ques- 
tion of workmen’s compensation came up. 
There was an act in operation before the 
present government came into power, but 
it was extended to embrace a further 
six millions of workers. It brought sea- 
men, domestic servants and clerks under 
it. It is necessary in many instances for 
the trades unions to fight these cases in 
the courts. The employers hand over 
their liabilities to the insurance com- 
panies, and the insurance companies are 
more inclined to fight than the employers 
would be. 

The Miners’ Eight Hour Bill has been 
before the House of Commons, and the 
government is favorable to it. We have 
the House of Lords, as you have the 
Senate. I don’t know which is worst, or- 
which is best. I don’t know whether the 
Senate is an improvement upon our House 
of Lords. If it is, I congratulate you. We 
are getting tired of the House of Lords. 
There is one thing the House of Lords: 
did not do, and that is to destroy the 
measure of the House of Commons in the 
Trades Dispute Act. The House of 
Lords knew that the country wanted the 
Trades Dispute Act, and while they said 
it would ruin the trade of the country, 
it was passed. There is some danger, 
however, that they may throw out the 
Miners’ Eight Hour Bill. 

A few years ago we had to fight our 
battles with our hands tied behind our 
backs, and you are in that position to- 
day. I believe it is necessary for the 
maintenance of your organization to have 
your laws altered. Your Chairman’s ad- 
dress at the opening of this Convention 
was, to my mind, a noble inspiration for 
you to do all that you can to free your 
organization from the trammels_ that 
afflict them at the present moment on 
account of judge-made laws. It seems 
to me that I hear a great deal about the 
Constitution, and that it will not permit 
a legal eight-hour day. It occurred to 
me that this Constitution is made an 
asset which the employers claim abso- 
lutely for themselves. We say some- 
times that the employers of Great Britain 
claim the British flag as an asset belong- 
ing absolutely to capital. The employers 
of this country seem to be using the Con- 
stitution in the same way. IT hope the ad- 
dress of vour President will be taken to 
heart, and that you will act so as to free 
the trade union movement in America 
from the oppression it rests under at the 
present time. When you have better 
laws vou can spend the time, money and 
attention you now spend on trying to get 
them in remedying other evils. Then you 
will be able to do something to make the 
conditions of life better for children, the 
unemployed and the aged toilers. 

The Labor Party and the Trade Union- 
ists are trying to do something for the 
toilers of our land. We believe that you 
could direct your attention in this country 
to this matter better when you are placed 
in a better legal position. 
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I have not seenmuch evidence of poverty 
in America such as we have in the old 
country. Nobody has shown me the slums 
of any city. I hope they do not exist. If 
they do not, then we have something to 
learn from you. If you can teach us to 
carry on the affairs of the city without 
poverty or slums or bad housing, we 
should be very glad to have the informa- 
tion and would try to act upon it, ° 

It is our desire to try to make the gen- 
eral conditions of life for our people better 
in the removal of vile housing conditions 
that exist, not only in large cities but in 
small villages in the agricultural districts, 

That condition exists there because the 
land is owned by some lord or duke who 
forbids the building of houses on the land 
or the extensions of villages. We want 
to change this condition, and to secure the 
highest degree of happiness we can in a 
general way for our people. When the 
toilers of all the civilized nations make up 
their minds that the condition of the 
people shall be better, we will all live 
under much happier conditions and more 
fully realize the kingdom of Heaven upon 
earth than we do at the present moment. 

I wish you the greatest and heartiest 
success in the Trades Union movement of 
this country, and trust we shall remain on 
as good terms forever as we are at the 
present time. 

I also must express my thanks for the 
great kindness I have received at your 
hands. I shall go back feeling that in 
this country there is a body of men who 
are doing their very utmost without fee 
or reward to serve their own class, to 
make the people of the nation better and 
happier, and to enable them to grow up 
having more opportunity for mental and 
physical development. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr, P. M. Draper, fraternal 
delegate from the Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of Canada, who said in part: 


On behalf of the Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of Canada, I desire to extend to this 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor the fraternal greetings 
and best wishes of the Canadian Organ- 
ization that I have the honor and pleas- 
ure of representing. 

The last Convention of the Trades and 
Labor Congress of Canada, held at Hali- 
fax, Nova Scotia, from September 21st to 
2%th, 1908, was the most successful in the 
history of that body, forging, as it did, the 
last link in the bond of fraternity and mu- 
tual interest between the wage earning 
classes of our broad Dominion, from one 
end to the other, and demonstrating to the 
whole people the unity of purpose, the 
harmony and unanimity of effort, the de- 
termination, the vitality and strength of 
the organized labor movement in the Do- 
minion of Canada. 

From a modest beginning, the Congress 
has advanced, step by step, until to-day it 
represents roughly 50,00 Trade Unionists 
and indirectly 150.000 wage earners of the 
Dominion.. The gain of the past few 
vears has been simply phenomenal, coin- 
ciding with the period of the bitterest at- 
tack on International Trade Unionism, 
and thus demonstrating the fealty of the 
organized workers to the cause that best 


represents their true interests, that safe- 
guards the material, moral and intellec- 
tual welfare of themselves and their fami- 
lies, and that, in the last analysis, consti- 
tutes the real bulwark of true citizenship 
for both Canada and the United States. 

The bonds of International Trades 
Unionism have never been stronger than 
at the present time, notwithstanding the 
attempt by a few disgruntled workmen to 
establish a movement based on narrow 
sectional grounds, rather than on the 
broad basic principle of common human- 
ity and universal purpose that actuates 
and makes strong the International 
Trades Union movement on this continent. 
This sectional and misguided effort styles 
itself the Canadian Federation of Labor— 
aping the great Federation that I have 
the honor of addressing to-day. But, 
while the American Federation of Labor is 
the happy fruition of associated effort and 
is itself the apex of an organized move- 
ment, the so-called Canadian Federation 
of Labor represents but the groping for 
notoriety of a small number of self-seek- 
ing, spurious Trades Unionists, whose 
hearts fai] them when the real test of 
manhood comes to them, either in the 
shape of a strike, or worse still, the pay- 
ment of a per capita assessment to sup- 
port, say, such a laudable ambition as the 
inauguration of an eight-hour day. 

This ‘‘lip-loyalty’ to Canada amuses 
rather than misleads those to whom the 
appeal is made, and I have every con- 
fidence in the correctness of my assurance 
to this Convention that the Trade Union- 
ists of Canada are welded, irrevocably 
and indissolubly, to the great cause of In- 
ternational Trade Unionism, and_ that 
they are determined to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with their brothers to the South 
in asserting the claims of universal broth- 
erhood and common humanity; in uphold- 
ing the principles of charity, of justice 
and of fair dealing; in protesting against 
the hardships and oppressions that affect 
our fellow workers; and in proclaiming to 
the world our loyalty, not less to the 
cause of our suffering brothers than to the 
welfare of every citizen of our country. 

Another feature of the work of the 
Congress that will be of interest is the 
maintenance of a representative at Otta- 
wa during each recurring session of the 
Dominion Parliament. In this way the 
interests of International Trade Unionism 
have been particularly safeguarded. It is 
recognized by the opponents of organized 
labor that its great strength lies in the 
international connection and a constant 
endeavor is made to vitally injure that 
connection. 


IMMIGRATION. 


For the last two years Canada has re- 
ceived a very large influx of immigrants 
from Europe. The coming of these me- 
chanics and laborers has detrimentally 
affected all Canadian toilers in the sale of 
their labor. In Canada we believe it is 
better that our population should be small 
and the people happy, prosperous and con- 
tented, than that it should be large, dis- 
contented, poverty-stricken, workless and 
suffering. At our last Convention in 
Halifax the Congress reaffirmed its atti- 
tude on this question by the following 
resolution: 
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‘1. That the organized workmen of 
Canada desire to see Canada peopled by 
a free, enlightened, moral, energetic and 
law-abiding class of citizens, and recog- 
nize that this can only be done by the 
influx of immigrants from other coun- 
tries. 

“2. That this influx should be the spon- 
taneous movement of the immigrants 
themselves, and in this regard we de- 
clare against any system of assisted im- 
migration or the granting of bonuses for 
that purpose. 

“3. That while every regard should be 
had for the welfare of those who seek 
our shores, that the first consideration 
should be the welfare of the Canadian 
people and the betterment of our com- 
mon country, and that this consideration 
requires the exclusion of certain na- 
tionalities and classes of people who, 
either by temperament, non-assimilative 
qhalifications, habits, customs or want 
of any permanent good which their com- 
ing brings to us, are not a desirable 
acquisition to our citizenship. 

“4, That amongst the classes that are 
not desirable acquisitions we include 
Chinamen, Hindus and all other Asiatic 
peoples.”’ 


INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION. 


At present the forces in the Canadian 
political arena are feeling their way to 
the light. At our general election, held 
on the 26th of last month, several inde- 
pendent labor candidates were nominated 
in the various industrial centers and 
polled a very good vote, the President 
of the Corgress, Mr. A. Verville, of 
Mainonneuve, Montreal, being elected by 
a majority of 4,300 over his opponent, 
receiving the largest majority of any 
candidate for parliamentary honors. 

Believing that it may be interesting to 
the representatives of the toilers of this 
Great Republic, assembled at this Con- 
vention, to know the position taken by 
the Canadian Congress in the political 
field. I herewith submit a_ resolution 
adopted at the Victoria Convention in 
1906, and which is being followed through- 
out the Dominion by the organized wage- 
earners, viz.: 

“WHEREAS, The organized workers of 
Canada have for years, through this 
Congress, been endeavoring by legislative 
action to secure the amelioration of their 
conditions and to promote the passage 
of laws concerning the welfare of the 
workers in the mines, the factories, the 
forests, in fact, in all walks of life. And, 
whereas, it has been made manifestly 
plain that effective legislation in this re- 
gard and sympathetic and energetic en- 
forcement of the laws can best he ob- 
tained by the presence in Parliament and 
in the Local Legislatures of representa- 
tives elected by labor for the direct inter- 
est of labor. And, whereas, this Congress 
has been, and must continue to be, the 
legislative mouthpiece of organized labor 
in Canada, irrespective and independent 
of anv body engaged in the effort to send 
representatives of the people to Parlia- 
ment and the Legislatures of this coun- 
try. And, whereas, the Platform of 
Principles of this Congress contains the 
epitome of the best thought and effort 


of organized labor during the period of 
its existence and struggles in Canada; 
therefore, be it resolved: 

‘1. That this Congress endorse the idea 
of sending representatives of labor to 
Parliament and to the Local Legislatures 
for the direct purpose of conserving the 
interests of the working people of this 
countr”. 

“2. That such action as may be neces- 
sary to attain this object shall be inde- 
pendent of this Congress. 

“3. That the Platform of Principles of 
this Congress be recommended as the 
platform to be adopted by those engaged 
in this independent effort. 

“4. That immediately upon the ad- 
journment of this Convention the Provin- 
cial Executives of this Congress take the 
preliminary steps to summon a Conven- 
tion of the trade unionists of their 
respective provinces, and those in sym- 
pathy with organized labor, for the pur- 
pose of forming the necessary association 
to carry on thereafter the work of elect- 
ing labor men. 

“5. That upon such Conventions being 
summoned and convened the functions 
of the Provincial Executives in this re- 
gard shall cease.”’ 

I do not intend to take up any more of 
your time this morning, but to thank you 
for your patience, and to say that, not- 
withstanding statements that may be 
made by others pertaining to division be- 
tween us in Canada and you as Trade 
Unions, that we intend to belong to your 
organizations. I would invite as many of 
the International Officers or their repre- 
sentatives as can do so to come to Quebec 
next September to attend our Convention. 
We need you, and if you can spare the 
time to come you will be very well re- 
ceived. An impression has gone abroad 
in this country that men living in the 
United States that are at the heads of 
international organizations are not 
wanted in Canada; that. in fact, if they 
come to Canada to settle trade disputes 
they may be arrested. Some years ago a 
bill was introduced in our senate aiming 
at our International Officers, but owing to 
the able work of the American Federation 
of Labor Organizer, the other Internati- 
onal Organizers and the Trades Con- 
gress that bill never came out of the 
senate. You are just as free and welcome 
to come there to give us the benefit of 
your experience in settling disputes as you 
are in any part of this country. 

T.again thank you for vour patient hear- 
ing, and wish you every success under 
the wise policy inaugurated bv President 
Gompers and vour Executive Council and 
I have no donbt your Federation will 
grow as successfully in the future as it 
has in the past. 


President Gompers announced the fol- 
lowing special committee to consider the 
application of the Operative Plasterers for 
affiliation with the American Federation 
of Labor: Frank Duffy, C, D. Wheeler, 
James Cruickshank. Jacob A. Tazelaar 
and John T. Taggart. 

The President also announced the fol- 
lowing changes in committees on account 
of the absence of some of the members 
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first appointed: On the Building Trades 
Committee, Delegate Jo Evans. sub- 
stituted for Frank Byrnes; on the Com- 
mittee on American Federation of Labor 
Office Building, Delegate John R. Holmes 
substituted for Robert Woodmansee, and 
on the special committee to consider the 
dispute of the Electrical Workers, Dele- 
gate William A. Sexton substituted for 
Joseph Weber. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by President Gompers 
to the various committees: 


Resolution No. 15—By Delegate Gustav 
A. Ehret, of the International Jewelry 
Workers’ Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The jewelry manufactur- 
ine industry taxes the nervous system to 
such an extent as to shorten the lives of 
journeymen, due mainly to the long hours 
of work, viz.: from nine to ten hours 
daily, often producing those dread dis- 
eases known as_ Bright’s Disease and 
Consumption or Tuberculosis; and often 
by forcing men to hurry their work, thus 
straining the nervous system to such an 
extent as to produce extreme cases of 
despondency. causing some of the most 
skillful workmen to become hopelessly 
insane; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That we urge upon all 
members of affiliated organizations to 
give publicity through their various la- 
bor journals to the frightful conditions 
existing in one of our affiliated craft or- 
ganizations—the Jewelry Workers; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That we demand the Jew- 
elry Workers’ label be placed on all work 
produced by jewelers, and that we will 
endeavor to bring the manufacturing as- 
sociation to a full realization of the nec- 
essity of making eight hours the maxi- 
mum working day for all journeymen 
jewelers throughout the United States 
and Canada. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 16—By Delegate T. W. 
McCullough, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 


WHEREAS, For the purpose of propa- 
ganda, it becomes necessary at times to 
reach the individual members of organ- 
ized labor directly; and 

WHEREAS, Much difficulty has been 
met at various times because of the in- 
ability of access to the membership di- 
rectly, and by, reason of this inability, 
the dissemination of needful and often 
important information is greatly re- 
tarded, and thus the cause suffers; and 


WHEREAS, It is often desirable to 
reach the mass of unorganized labor as 
individuals for the purpose of imparting 
information that may be of service to or- 
ganized labor, especially in the matter 
of education of the unorganized in the 
fundamentals of the labor movement, 
and the necessity of organization; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommends to central 
bodies of the various cities and_ industrial 
centers of the jurisdiction of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor that the secre- 
taries of such bodies provide, whenever 
practicable, lists of the memberships of 
the several affiliated unions composing 
such central bodies; such lists to contain 
the postoffice addresses of the member- 
ships, and to be carefully preserved un- 
der rules to be made by the central bodies 
for the protection of the membership. 
These lists to be available, under proper 
restrictions, at any time to the properly 
recognized bodies of organized labor for 
the purpose of spreading needed or use- 
ful information to the members. And 
that the secretaries of the central bodies, 
as far as possible, provide similar lists 
of the non-union workingmen in their 
several districts, such lists to be similarly 
kent and used as the lists of union mem- 
bers. 

Referred to Committee on Local and 


Federated Bodies. 


Resolution No. 17—By Delegates Owen 
Miller, D, A. Carey, Joseph F. Winkler 
and Geo. D. Woodill, of the American 
Federation of Musicians: 

WHEREAS, It has become a custom 
for institutions, founded and conducted 
for the purpose of caring for, rearing and 
educating children, to organize in such 
institutions bands of music composed of 
some of the inmates, whose ages range 
from six to fourteen years, ostensibly for 
educational purposes, which is to be com- 
mended highly and altogether unobjec- 
tionable; but the almost universal rule is 
that as soon as these children are taught 
to be sufficiently proficient to play a few 
tunes, the melody of which may be rec- 
ognized, they are at once placed in com- 
petition with adults under conditions and 
for remuneration that makes competition 
on the part of professional musicians im- 
possible, and on account of the novelty 
of children endeavoring to play on instru- 
ments which are -considered difficult for 
adults and demand the strength and ma- 
ture experience of older persons, but more 
on account of the much smaller remunera- 
tion required to employ such children, 
thev are often given the preference while 
fathers of families are deprived of such 
employment; and 

WHEREAS. The American Federation 
of Labor recognizes the evils of child 
labor, however applied; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That: the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention as- 
sembled, declare this form of child la- 
bor most unfair, and all State and Central 
Bodies are requested to assist the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians in every 
legitimate manner in their endeavor to 
eliminate this growing evil, and thus con- 
fine such juvenile bands within these in- 
stitutions to purely educational purposes. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 18—By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alliance of 
Bill Posters and Billers of America: 

The International Alliance of Bill Post- 
ers and Billers of America do hereby 
notify the assembled delegates of this 
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Convention that our International Con- 
vention, to be held in the near future, 
will adopt an emblem or design as a trade 
mark of our vocation in the shape of a 
uniform rubber stamp, and an ink im- 
pression of this stamp will be placed 
in a prominent place on all. dis- 
play advertising in our line, viz.: what 
is known as indoor and outdoor ad- 
vertising. The emblem will be planned 
at our next Convention. We now have 
in use a stamp in different cities denot- 
ing that the advertising was handled 
from a union standpoint. but on account 
of it not being uniform in design, we 
take this means of notifying the Conven- 
tion of the proposed change. We expect 
that our stamp (fac simile) will be given 
the necessary trades unfon publicity in 
the various channels at the American 
Federation or Labor command. In view 
of the foregoing, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, ‘lhat this Convention does 
hereby concur in this proposition of the 
International Alliance of Bill Posters and 
Billers of America immediately on the 
adoption ‘of a uniform stamp for ad- 
vertising by our coming Convention. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No, 19—By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alliance of Bill 
Posters and Billers of America: 


WHEREAS, It has been the custom of 
labor organizations in the past to give 
balls, dances, excursions, receptions, bene- 
fits, etc., and it has been the custom to 
have bill posting and advertising done for 
same; and 

WHEREAS, The International Alliance 
of Bill Posters and Billers of America is 
affiliated with the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore. be it 

RESOLVED, That whenever any labor 
organization, affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, have any work of 
this description done. either bill posting, in- 
door or out-door advertising, it shall be 


given to members of our Alliance or firms 
that employ our members. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 20—By Delegate Francis 
Creamer, United House Shorers, Movers 
and Sheath Pilers Union, No. 7417, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 


WHEREAS, Local Union No. 12,009, 
known as Sewer and Subway Timbermen 
of New York, was chartered by the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor in February, 
1908; and 

WHEREAS, The said Local Union No. 
12,469, Sewer and Subway Timbermen of 
New York, agreed with the United House 
Shorers, Movers and Sheath Pilers Union 
No. 7417, American Federation of Labor, 
not to interfere in, or with, any work or 
jurisdiction claimed by or belonging to 
the said United House Shorers, Movers 
and Sheath Pilers Union No. 7417; and 

WHEREAS, Local Union No. 12,669. 
Sewer and Subway Timbermen of New 
York, have grossly interfered with and 
violated this agreement, by accepting 
work at 50¢ less than the House Shorers’ 
prevailing rate, and have failed to trans- 
fer men working at House Shoring as 
agreed upon; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, Thatat this Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, held at Denver, Colo- 
rado, that the charter of Local Union No 
12,669, Sewer and Subway Timbermen of 
New York. be and is hereby revoked, for 
failing to maintain the recognized prevail- 
ing rate of wages received by the United 
House Shorers, Movers and Sheath Pilers 
of New York, who have been chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor since 


o 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


At 12:20 the Convention was adjourned to 
reconvene at 2:15 p. m. 





THIRD DAY—Thursday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2:15 p. m., Thursday, November 12. 
President Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Noschang, Huber, San- 
ders, Richardson, Thomas, Feeney, Mor- 
ton, Williams, Landers, Moffitt, Price, 
Potter, Valentine, Miller (Owen), Wilson 
(Jas.), Alpine, Tracy, Paravicini, Miller 
(Jesse), Byrnes, Powell, Fairgrieve, 
Keough (Frank), Walter, Smith (Wil- 
liam J.), Welch, Garrett, Hood, Moore, 
Peterson, Chavey, Witt, Piggott, Chris- 
man, Hart (Chas. E.), Anderson, Wha- 
len, Leonard, Nutt. 


President Gompers introduced to the 

Convention the Rev. Charles Stelzle, 
fraternal delegate from the Department 
of Church and Labor, Presbyterian 
church, who said in part: 


Mr. President and Delegates: This is 
the fourth annual Convention which it 
has been my pleasure to attend, and I 
am coming to feel almost like a veteran 
labor leader. My wife sometimes fears 
that I shall kick over the traces and 
apply to the American Federation of 
Labor for a job as an organizer; but I 
rather think the job I am now on may 
be made more effective than that of an 
organizer of the American Federation of 
Lahor, much as I should feel honored 
by occupying such a position. And if 
that thing were to come to pass, I have 
an impression it would not be a far 
cry from the position of Superintendent 
of the Department of Church and La- 
bor to that of an organizer for the 
American Federation of Labor. 


A long time ago it was said that the 
voice of the people is the voice of God, 
and quite a number of papers have 
adopted as their motto the Latin 
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phrase, ‘Vox populi, vox Dei,’’ which 
expresses that thought. Sometimes the 
expression or the will of the people has 
come as a_ shock; it has come as a 
shock to some people who were satisfied 
with conditions as they were. They felt 
uncomfortable when the expression of 
that will was forcibly presented to them. 
In history the leisure classes, the so- 
called upper classes, have always been 
on the wrong side of the battle in the 
fight for progress. The common man— 
the man with uncommon sense—to him 
the world owes a debt of gratitude be- 
cause he is the man who has brought 
things to pass. If they have not been 
obstructionists—the so-called upper 
classes—they have failed to understand 
the real significance of that great move- 
ment represented by the working people. 
The voice of the people has been to 
them only a roar of discontent, but if 
they would have listened, and iistened 
attentively, they might have heard, like 
the prophet of old, the still small voice 
of God coming out of the earthquake. 
The common people, as one reads history 
and as one studies them to-day, have 
higher ideals and higher aspirations; 
they have known better how to suffer 
and how to sacrifice. If any man would 
learn the will of God, let him keep close 
to the masses, for there he will come 
to discern it. 

It is because this is true that the Church 
and Labor have so much in common, It 
is among the labor guilds of 2,000 years 
ago that the church wasestablished. The 
author of a book entitled ‘“he Ancient 
Lowly”’ has come to the conclusion, after 
making a very careful study of the tablets 
found in the British Museum, that 
Christianity was simply a_ great labor 
movement; that the early Church was a 
great labor union. Of course, that is 
somewhat exaggerated, but in those days 
practically every working man belonged 
to the guild composed of the men of his 
eraft. J think it is not unlikely that Jesus 
Christ himself was a member of the 
Carpenters’ Guild of 2,000 years ago, and 
that the Apostle Paul was a member of 
the Tent Makers’ Union. He was a tent 
maker; he worked at his trade for a 
living. He constantly travelled from 
place to place, and presumably was de- 
pendent upon the artisans to supply him 
with work. He sought out those en- 
gaged in the same craft as_ him- 
self. Those who are familiar with the 
story of the Acts—and I tell you there is 
some mighty good labor stuff in that 
book—wi!l recall that he came to two 
strangers who were occunied as_ tent 
makers. This we know without dispute; 
it was among the labor guilds of his 
period that this great apostle organized 
the churches whose names are given us 
in the inspired records. In other words, 
he practically converted this great labor 
movement into a church organization, 
because they had so much in common 
that, without the violation of a principle, 
they might easily accept the principles 
of the Nazarene, He who had become 
known as their friend and their champion. 
So closely were they tied up that this 
author declared the great movement, 
Christianity, was simply a great labor 
movement. 


If I know anything about the labor 
movement, and if | know anything about 
the Church, they both stand for three 
Christian principles: First, the value of 
human life; second, the value of the hu- 
man body, and third, the development of 
the human soul. And these principles 
are typified in several things for which 
organized labor is contending. We find it, 
first of all, a very important thing in 
the fight organized labor is making for 
the abolition of child labor. ‘That is 
the sort of thing it is seeking to blot 
out. It is typified in its endeavor to se- 
cure a fair deal for womankind, equal 
wages for equal work for men and wo- 
men. Furthermore, these principles are 
typified in securing proper conditions for 
the tenement house workers. In the re- 
port made by President Gompers, the 
other day, he again called attention to 
the fight organized labor is making for 
universal peace. Some day war _ shall 
cease, but if we wait until that edict 
comes from The Hague, a conference of 
war experts, I rather think our patience 
will be exhausted. War will cease, but 
it will be when organized labor through- 
out the world declares it will no longer 
go forth to shoot down fellow workers in 
order to satisfy the pride, the ambitions 
or the avarice of their rulers. These 
principles are purely and distinctly Chris- 
tian principles upon which the Church 
and labor men may unite. 

Some time ago I was present at a 
sociological conference. A man made a 
statement there that during the past 
twenty years social unrest had increased 
three-fold, and that during the same 
period the Church had increased three- 
fold. Therefore, he argued that the 
Church, as a means of keeping down 
social unrest, had been absolutely non- 
effective. As though it were the business 
of the Church to keep down social un- 
rest! Rather is the opposite true—it is 
the business of the Church to create social 
unrest. There are no labor troubles in 
darkest Africa; you never hear of a 
strike or lock-out among the heathen in 
that land. But if the-missionaries we are 
sending there are on to their jobs, you 
will hear about labor troubles’. before 
many years have gone by. There- are 
some men who insist that the Church 
shall adopt Socialism, or Communism, or 
Anarchism, or some other ism, as an 
economic theory which must solve all of 
our social ills. And because the Church, 
or a particular preacher, does not ac- 
cept Socialism or Anarchism as an eco- 
nomic theory, the preacher is looked upon 
as a hypocrite, a kKnave, a grafter or 
something else which is not very compli- 
mentary to him: 

Personally I think it would be a great 
mistake for the Church to adopt any 
economic theory as the one which is to 
work out the social salvation of the 
masses. The Church must not adopt any 
of these systems, first, because it has 
not yet been agreed by the exponents of 
any of these systems as to how they will 
work out, nor is it agreed as to the par- 
ticular policy which will be applied by 
these exponents. hey are not yet agreed 
among themselves, and since they are not, 
they have no right to insist that another 
organization should adopt a plan or 
policy which will meet with the approval 
of only a particular branch of their or- 
ganization. 
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But ever though it were true that a 
particular social system would meet the 
needs of this twentieth century, that par- 
ticular system would not be applicable 
in the next generation or in the next 
century. Our ideals are advancing; our 
solution of the labor question, I care 
not what it may be, will not be satisfac- 
tory to the next generation. I rather 
think that fifty years from now, the 
delegates who will come to the annual 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, will look upon this and some 
succeeding Conventions as consisting of 
men who had a very narrow vision. Yet 
you think you are striving for great 
things, and you are. According to your 
light you are doing the best you can 
for to-day; but you can not legislate for 
twenty years from to-day, because the 
people twenty vears from to-day will 
not be satisfied with it. The labor ques- 
tion will never be settled until the last 
day’s work is done. Therefore, even 
though there were a system which might 
meet the needs of the twentieth century, 
you have no right to demand that the 
Church shall accept a system or a prin- 
ciple which, in twenty years from now, 
will be looked upon as a back number. 

Fifty vears ago there were some 
very earnest Christian people and some 
churches that declared that the Scriptures 
proved that slavery was perfectly legiti- 
mate. They were sincere, because al- 
most everybody believed it. Who be- 
lieves it to-day? I dare say there are 
few men who would be presumptuous 
enough to say any kind of slavery woulda 
be accepted by any kind of an organiza- 
tion that pretends to have any sort of an 
ethical standard. Yet those men are say- 
ing to us that we must make precisely 
the same mistake that the Church and 
other organizations made fifty years ago. 
Furthermore, the Church has no right 
to insist upon my accepting an economic 
system in which I do not _ believe. 
For these reasons, then, I think you 
will see the logic of the argument I am 
trying to make. No man and no politi- 
cal party and no organization has any 
right to insist that the Church must 
accept officially any particular’ social 
system which men are discussing in 
these days. On the other hand the 
Church and Labor must both be oppor- 
tunists. They must make the most of 
every occasion which presents itself. 
They must never tie up absolutely to 
systems which may prove to be fallacies. 
On the other hand, it seems to me that 
both the Church and Labor must adopt 
certain broad, fundamental principles 
which are applicable to every case and 
to every generation. The Church does 
not stand for the present social system. 
It stands only for so much of the pres- 
ent system as is in accordance with the 
principles laid down by Jesus Christ. It 
does not offer the Gospel as a mere sop 
to make men satisfied with the present 
situation, or because it is afraid that 
some day labor will bring on a revolu- 
tion. It is in the world, if I understand 
it, for the purpose of turning the world 

upside down until this old world is 
turned right side up. And this, also, is 
the business of the trade union. The 
labor union has been accused of the same 


thing. We at least have this in common. 
We have both made mistakes, both the 
Church and Organized Labor. One need 
not go very far back into the history of 
the Church to find duplicated everything 
that some men deplore in the organized 
labor movement of to-day, even down 
to boycotting and to slugging. We have 
no right to hold up our hands in phart- 
saical supremacy and say we are so much 
better than organized labor in this re- 
spect. The Church was compelled to pass 
through its period of hysteria. The 
same must be true of every great organ- 
ization which stands for an advanced 
movement, and it would be rather unique 
for the labor unions not to pass through 
a similar experience. We have both 
made mistakes. Let us each be more 
generous to the other, because I think 
neither of us can afford to be anything 
but generous in our consideration of the 
other. 

The labor union has a distinct mission. 
Nobody will de the work that you are 
contemplating to do for yourselves; no- 
body else can do it. All the victories that 
come to you will come to you through 
the exertion of your own efforts. It is 
true that there are individuals who will 
create sentiment that will make your 
path easier and your burden lighter, but 
in the last analysis it is up to you. And 
yet, while all that is true, the Church 
must have a clear-cut message concerning 
the social problems of the day. It must rap 
child labor as hard as it can rap it, 
and harder than anybody else is rapping 
it; and unless it is doing just that it is 
false to its commission. The Church 
must rap the system of making that sort 
of thing possible, and if the Church fails 
to do that it is false to its commission. 
We must fight for these things for which 
organized labor is fighting—an absolutely 
square deal for every man and woman 
and child in God’s universe, and if 
felt for a moment that the Church did 
not believe in that sort of movement, and 
if it did not come out squarely for these 
reforms, I rather think I would write 
to President Gompers to-day and ask 
him to commission me as an organizer 
for the American Federation of Labor. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mrs. Raymond Robins, fra- 
ternal delegate from the National Wo- 
men’s Trade Union League, who spoke 
in part as follows: 


I feel very much at this moment as I 
did once upon a time when I was a little 
girl of six. My father and I were very 
close friends and comrades. There had 
been established in our home a rule that 
when my father came home and entered 
his study that no one, not even I, must 
interrupt. I rebelled at that rule. I have 
always been a rebel; that is one reason I 
am here with you to-day. One afternoon 
when I felt that that rule was quite in- 
tolerable and it was not right for me to 
stay out, I looked in through the crack 
of the door and there I found my father, 
not busily working as I had expected, but 
sitting laughing and holding up a paper 
with colored pictures. As I pushed open 
the door, I discovered in black letters at 
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the head of this sheet P-U-C-K. Then I 
went in and said “I don’t think you are 
working.’”’ He said, ‘‘No, I am not,’”’ and 
I said, “I know why you are not; you 
could not work without me, so I have 
come.”’ 

I have the honor to represent something 
like 35,000 trades union women in America 
and I feel you could not work without us. 
Very briefly, what are we trying to do? 
We are trying to interpret the trades 
union movement to the women of Ameri- 
ca, to the unorganized women workers, to 
the women of privilege, to all the women 
of America, because there is one particu- 
lar work which cannot be done unless we 
get the women to help in doing it. The 
men go forward in their splendid work for 
individual achievement, but we women 
have always seen to it since the life race 
began that the very least of these, the 
little ones, come along; and cannot you see 
the picture of those olden days when, in 
the very beginning of our life race history, 
the men went forward in their pioneer 
work, went forward to new achievement, 
and the woman, standing as one of her 
group, and saying: ‘‘Not so fast; we must 
come with you; we bear the child.’””’ And 
just so to-day I would like to say to you 
when you are going forward in your splen- 
did achievement: ‘‘Not so fast, my 
brothers; make it possible for us to come 
with you, because we bear the child.” 
And what we women do is to make pos- 
sible the social adjustment, which has 
always been our work since life began 
with men and women. We have created 
the social conditions, so that the home is 
possible, the child is possible, and great, 
strong womanhood is possible. You must 
have the great, strong womanhood—you 
cannot have a great, strong manhood with- 
out it. In this attempt to arouse the wo- 
men of America to understand it is the 
same old work we have been doing, and 
the only difference is one of method and 
not of kind. We are trying to interpret 
the trades union movement to the women 
of America, and in interpreting it to 
young girls of fourteen or sixteen years 
old, is it not right that we should inter- 
pret it differently from the interpretation 
that we are bringing to you as men? Our 
Women’s Trade Union League is trying to 
interpret this modern way of doing the 
work of the women of the race; trying to 
control social conditions so that never in 
Chicago will we live through a period 
when over six hundred babies died in one 
month. They were the babies of the un- 
employed men and women workers of Chi- 

cago. They were the children born of 
those mothers we gave you a picture of 
on our postal cards that are being nursed 
while the mother goes on with her work. 
How are we going to control those con- 
ditions except through concerted action? 
How can we do it unless we get every wo- 
man in the land to stand with us to see 
that the same social control that we had 
over the work we have done in the past 
will go on, only with modern methods in 
control. And so we are trying to inter- 
pret it. We have in Chicago, Boston, New 
York and St. Louis four leagues. We are 
an integral part of the labor movement of 
America to-day. In interpreting this 
trades union movement to the young girls 
of fourteen, fifteen and sixteen, we are 
doing very simple things. We have a 


chorus with eleven nationalities repre- 
sented. The girls are learning to sing to- 
gether. We are teaching and bringing to 
them the rich possibilities of life and try- 
ing to get out of them those dormant 
energies which lie buried within them. It 
requires a great soul as well as a great 
mind to arouse the dormant energies and 
make them work creatively for good. 
That is what we are trying to do with the 
girls. We have our women organizers in 
these four cities, not only trying to reach 
the labor leaders in the movement, but 
the rank and file of the young girls, the 
rank and file of the women who are going 
to be taught it is their work and their 
duty to get back again that social control 
which we as women have always held, be- 
cause to us has always been trusted the 
child life and home life. 


President Gcmpers introduced to the 
Convention Miss Anna Fitzgerald, fra- 
ternal delegate from the Women’s Inter- 
national Union Label League. 

Miss Fitzgerald said in part: 

Mr. President and Delegates: I assure 
you it is not only a great surprise, but 
a great honor and pleasure, to have the 
opportunity to say a few words to you 
this afternoon. Mr. Stelzle told you of 
the part the church takes in labor organ- 
izations and Mrs, Robins told you of the 
part women workers should take; but 
neither one has touched upon the part 
that I realize is of equally as great im- 
portance—the part the women in_ the 
homes take in the labor movement. We 
find that very few wives of trade union 
men know anything about whether the 
articles they purchase are made under 
fair or unfair conditions. For that rea- 
son we find it necessary, not only to 
organize the women workers into trade 
unions, but also to organize the women 
in the trade union households. We 
realize that as the women do_ seven- 
eighths of the purchasing for the home 
it is their duty to see that the Union 
Label appears on each article they buy. 
We have endeavored to organize 
branches of the Women’s Label League 
throughout the country in order to edu- 
cate them to the true meaning of trade 
unionism. Child labor, sweat shops and 
all such evils may be remedied through 
a greater demand for goods bearing the 
Union Label. We realize if such goods 
are in greater demand we would not 
have sweat shops in our great cities as 
we have to-day. It is not only a pro- 
tection to ourselves, but it is a great 
benefit to labor organizations. In this 
way we are endeavoring to interest the 
wives of the union men as well as or- 
ganizing girls into trades unions and 
helping them as much as possible. 

You may not realize that this is such 
an important question. Each man may 
say that his wife does this, that she will 
not permit goods made under unfair con- 
ditions to come into his home; but we 
must have an organized effort to secure 
the end we seek 


Delegate Andrew Furuseth, fraternal 
delegate from the American Federation 
of Labor to the British Trade Union Con- 
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gress of 1908, was introduced to the Con- 
vention by President Gompers, and before 
presenting the formal report said: 

“Speaking for myself personally, and 
as a preliminary to the report proper, I 
desire to say that the political condition 
in Great Britain is vitally and funda- 
mentally different from our own. They 
have the pure parliamentary system of 
government; we have not. Any individ- 
ual can rise in his seat and direct in- 
quiries that must be answered to any 
of the representatives of the different 
ministries who are present in the House, 
and there is no special permission from 
the Speaker needed in order to do this, 
either. As a consequence, a few men in 
the House of Commons who have the 
ability and strength can raise quite a 
row, and they do so once in a_ while. 
‘Blessed be those who raise a row!’ 

“Dealing with the industrial condition 
as we found it there, I want to say to 
the Machinists in the United States that 
they had better look to their laurels, be- 
cause we found women attending the 
lathe in England. They are pitting the 
sexes against each other in industry, 
and the children against both. Person- 
ally I believe if they would get the 
children out of the work shop and the 
women back into their homes, especially 
during the period of bearing and nurs- 
ing children, they would have done very 
much to have changed the condition and 
very much to take away from England 
its permanent army of unemployed.” 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL _DELE- 
GATES TO BRITISH TRADES 
UNION CONGRESS, NOTTINGHAM, 
ENGLAND, SEPTEMBER 7 TO 12, 
1908. 


To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 


Greeting: We, your delegates selected 
by your last Convention to attend the 
Forty-First British Trades Union Con- 
gress, held at Nottingham, England, 
from the 7th to the 12th of September, 
this year, respectfully beg to report as 
follows: 

It may be said that in a_= sense 
the Congress began on Sunday, the 6th, 
with a church parade, which began at 
the Market Place, passed through sev- 
eral streets to St. Mary's” church, 
where the bishop preached a sermon, in 
which he stated that twenty-five years 
ago, as a young curate, it had been his 
privilege to preach to the Trades Union 
Congress then held at Nottingham. He 
characterized the labor movement gen- 
erally and the trade union movement 
especially, as co-workers with himself in 
the great work of lifting the down- 


trodden and lightening the load of the 
burden bearer. 

The membership of the Congress, in 
passing through the streets, had seen 
sights which, if it was necessary, gave 
point and application to the _ bishop’s 
discourse. The procession was taken 
through the poorest part of the city 
and the sidewalks on both sides were 
lined with evidences of extreme pov- 
erty, women and children’ under-fed, 
nay, starving, and clothed scantily and 
in rags, evidently, at least in the ma- 
jority of cases, through no fault of their 
own. 

It was a revelation to the delegates 
and even to local men, so much so that 
it formed the topic of tonversation, not 
only during that day, but the next, and 
was frequently referred to in one way 
or another by speakers during the Con- 
gress. 

Your delegates frequently discussed 
this matter with local men, trying to 
ascertain the cause most immediately 
at hand, and we learn that there was a 
great trade depression, that there were 
three women to one man in Notting- 
ham, that the women work at nearly all 
kinds of work, even in machine shops, 
and that the employment of children 
was general, that in good seasons the 
wages of the women and the children 
Was, necessary, owing to the low wages 
paid to men, and that when either of 
the three, through depression in trade, 
became unemployed want immediately 
set in. 

On the third day of the Congress, in 
accepting an invitation from Sir Charles 
Seeley to partake of a luncheon at his 
magnificent country estate, the estate 
being seven miles out in the country, the 
fact that struck your delegates most 
forcibly in looking at the beautiful green 
fields, was the absence of cottages. It 
seemed as though no one lived on the 
land, and upon inquiry we were told 
that probably the large part of the agri- 
cultural workers lived in the city. Judg- 
ing from the appearance it would seem 
that the agricultural population. has 
moved into the nearest city, or village, 
either from choice or have been driven 
there in order that their competition 
might assist in creating a surplus force 
of labor to bid against their fellows and 
thus Keep wages down. That such ar- 
rangements should intensify the poverty 
and want in periods of depression fol- 
lows as a matter of course. 

On Sunday night there was a great 
meeting of the unemployed on the Mar- 
ket Place. The meeting seemed intensely 
in earnest, but aside from that was re- 
markable in the calm and peaceful de- 
meanor of the crowd. There seemed to 
be demonstrations of the unemployed 
over the whoie country, and there had 
been a kind of Coxey’s Army, calling 
themselves the “Hungry Marchers,” go- 
ing from provinces towards London. In 
one of two instances there had been in- 
cipient bread riots, notably at Glasgow. 

It was inevitable that the Trade 
Union Congress meeting under such 
conditions, would be deeply tinged with 
the situation in the country generally, 
and that there would be numerous prop- 
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ositions before the Congress, having for 
their purpose temporary or permanent 
remedies tor the existing evils. 

Kesolutions oltering relief or remedy 
were ollered on the tollowing lines: 

First, such resolutions as would tend 
to increase wages, shorten hours and 
take the children out of the industrial 
competition and send them to_ school 
and would, at least, in recognized un- 
healthy employment either regulate or 
forbid the employment of women. 

Second, such as maintained a right to 
work, at ieast, at a living wage and 
would make such a right to run against 
the state, making it tne state’s duly to 
create the employment needed. 

‘nird, nationalization of the land, rail- 
ways and Canals. 

Fourth, education, in which was in- 
cluaed demand upon the community for 
medical inspection of the chiidren and 
turnisning them with the necessary food, 
as well as general instruction, trom which 
the resoiuluon would exciude all teaching 
of religion in any torm; indeed, so 
earnest appeared a section of the move- 
ment and of the peopie in this matter, 
that at a meeting neid on Sunday atter- 
noon a statement to the effect tnat the 
Ten Commandments were unfit to be 
taught to children was applauded, 

Fitth, with a view of preventing re- 
ductions in wages, threatened, owing to 
conditions, resoiutions providing for com- 
puisory inquiry in labor disputes, indus- 
trial appeal court to prevent men from 
being victimized, compulsory concilia- 
tion and arbitration, and the estabiish- 
ment of a iegal minimum wage, especially 
in what is commonly called ‘sweated in- 
dustries.’ 

‘he remedy offered by a large and in- 
fluential section of the press is tariff re- 
form on the line of protection, and about 
this a pretty general opinion seems to 
be amongst the workers that this would 
only intensify the evil by still more in- 
creasing the cost of living; in other words, 
that if it is to come at all it will include 
agricultural products of all kinds, There 
is much in the public discussion on the 
market place and in the press that re- 
minds your delegates of the discussion at 
home in 1894 and 1895, the evident pur- 
pose being, justly or unjustly, to make 
use of existing conditions to change the 
policy and the government. 

Dealing with the unemployed problem 
from the point of view of shortening the 
hours of labor, excluding children and in 
dangerous occupations women from the 
industrial competition, the Congress con- 
sidered resolutions asking for a legal eight- 
hour work day, eight hours for bakers, 
miners, reduction of the hours of labor 
for shop assistants, the abolition of 
Sunday work, the payment for Sunday 
work on the railways, direct employment 
by the government in all government 
work so as to abolish all kinds of sweat- 
ing in all government workshops, the 
abolition of what is called the ‘‘Premium 
Bonus System” (special inducements to 
bring employes to a rate of speed be- 
yond their natural capacity), a minimum 
wage and maximum hours in all govern- 
ment establishments, the abolition of con- 
tracting out on government work, aboli- 
tion of piece work, especially in danger- 
ous occupations and dealing with ex- 
plosives, and, as subsidiary to these reso- 
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lutions, condemnation gf any form of em- 
ployment of those employed by the gov- 
ernment in any capacity in competition 
with workmen in private establisnments. 


In the discussion on these propositions 
it was evident to your delegates that the 
passing of the Trades Dispute Bill, whicn 
restored to the unions their power of 
self-help, had increased their courage 
and self-reliance, especially so in trades 
that in proportion to the men engaged 
therein are well organized and on a 
sound financial basis. These sundry reso- 
lutions were all adopted, many of them 
simply agreed to without a formal vote. 

Dealing with the remedies grouped un- 
der the second head, the Congress dealt 
with resolutions for the immediate ab- 
sorbing of the present unemployed, in 
different ways, and laying the foundation 
of a permanent organization of industry 
on co-operative basis, compulsory state 
employment, legal minimum wage and 
the granting of subsidies during times of 
panics to organizations paying out of 
work benefits. The Congress refused to 
adopt «any resolutions looking to the 
permanent reorganization of industry up- 
on co-operative basis, but called upon the 
government to further extend steps al- 
ready taken to begin dt the earliest op- 
portunity any public work of utility, al- 
ready determined upon or in serious con- 
templation. The seriousness of the whole 
situation may well be judged from a 
resolution introduced by the London Com- 
positors and adopted by the Congress, 
calling upon the Prime Minister and the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to receive 
deputations upon the subject of granting 
subsidies to trade unions paying out of 
work benefits. 

The more permanent remedies aside 
from the taking of children away from 
industrial competition and measures 
looking towards doing the same with wo- 
men, is in the third group, under which 
Congress dealt with and adopted resolu- 
tions for nationalization of railways, 
canals and the land. Speaking about this 
last subject, your delegates found con- 
siderable discussion in the public press 
advocating the revaluation of the land, 
there having been no valuation for pur- 
poses of taxation since the reign of 
Queen Anne; it is stated that such re- 
valuation is necessary as a preparation 
to any possible further action. 

Fourth, education—It may seem some- 
what far fetched for your delegates to re- 
port upon education as a sub-heading un- 
der unemployment, yet the contents of 
the resolutions offered, the main reasons 
given for their passage and the avowed 
purpose to thereby minimize some of the 
worst results of unemployment, we think 
is full justification for so doing. The 
resolutions dealing with education re- 
quire, first, individual medical inspection 
and record of physical development of 
all children attending state schools, the 
establishment of properly equipped cen- 
ters for medical treatment, the state 
maintenance of school children and that 
the cost of education should be met by 
grants from the Imperial Exchequer and 
by restoration of misappropriated educa- 
tional endowments. It will be seen that 
this has to do with the physical develop- 
ment, that it recognizes the parents’ in- 
ability to furnish it, the importance to 
the state of children’s proper physical 
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development, and, therefore, does not 
alone bear upon the remedying of im- 
mediate need, but wouid, so it Is hoped, 
produce a type of men and women so 
developed, physically as well as mentally, 
as to be better prepared than now to hold 
their own in the struggle of life; associ- 
ated with this power and duty of the 
state to take care of and be responsible 
for all- children, there is a_ resolution 
which would prohibit the state from 
teaching any form of religion or of 
ethics based thereon. Its champions 
insist that it would put all religious 
denominations on the same level, and 
that religion in any form is_ better 
taught in the home and Sunday School 
than in any public school. This resolu- 
tion caused more debate and more signs 
of feeling than any other considered, and 
was finally adopted by an overwhelming 
majority on a formal vote. 

Other remedies dealing with the pre- 
vention of reduction in wages and the 
waste arising from labor disputes, such 
was the statement of its champion, Con- 
gress considered and adopted resolution 
asking for legislation to prevent the dis- 
missal of employes because they are mem- 
bers of trade unions or co-operative so- 
cieties, and other means to reach the 
same end, the establishment of Industrial 
Appeal Court, the extension of the Con- 
ciliation Act of 1896, condemnation of 
federated employers locking out their em- 
plovyes and refusing arbitration. There 
was considerable discussion on the two 
resolutions dealing with compulsory in- 
quiry and industrial appeal courts, and it 
appeared to your delegates, viewing it 
as a matter of course from their own ex- 
perience, that the action taken by the 
Congress can hardly be considered final. 
The resolution for an industrial appeal 
court was passed on a card vote, which 
indicates, we think, an imperfect ap- 
preciation on the part of the delegates of 
the full meaning of the resolution and re- 
sults necessarily to flow therefrom. The 
resolution dealing with compulsory in- 
quiry was defeated by about the same ma- 
jority with which the appeal court was 
adopted, and your delegates believe that 
a full understanding of the inevitable re- 
sults of a compulsory inquiry and report 
during the pendency of an industrial dis- 
pute will be such as to call for a greater 
condemnation than that which was ad- 
ministered to the proposition. The sun- 
dry resolutions dealing with compulsory 
arbitration were grouped together, and, 
after a short but direct: discussion, were 
defeated by a vote of about two to one. 

Arising out of the condition of unem- 
ployment there have been, for some time 
past, agencies established for the pur- 
pose of collecting together groups of men 
who have been sent to continental coun- 
tries to be used as strike breakers. Con- 
gress dealt with a resolution on this sub- 
ject, emphatically condemned those en- 
gaged in the traffic, as well as those who 
permitted themselves to be hired for this 
purpose, and the Congress, treating them 
as mercenaries, asked that the foreign 
enlistment act be applied in order to stop 
an evil which can have none but evil con- 
sequences to Englishmen as individuals 
or_ as a nation. 

On motion of the Cigarmakers, Con- 
gress adopted a resolution calling for the 
passage of a clear law authorizing the 


issue and specifying the ownership of 
trage union sabes, 

A large number of resolutions were in- 
troduced and adopted to give further pro- 
tection to the uealth, lite and limb of 
worxing people, amongst them resolu- 
tion urging that engines and boilers on 
shore should not be placed in chaige of 
any except those who, upon examination, 
had received a certificate certifying that 
tuey were competent to do the work; on 
the same line resolutions calling for 
amendment in the Employers’ Liability 
Act. Another number of_ resolutions 
dealing with the safety of life in mines 
were, by un&knimous consent, withdrawn, 
pending the report of a royal commission 
on that subject. 

Closely related to this system of legis- 
lation is a system of industrial insurance, 
through which the employer relieves him- 
self of individual responsibility by insur- 
ing himself agains. law _ suits, thus 
defeating the real purpose of all employ- 
ers’ liability acts, which is not payment 
for being hurt or crippled, but enlisting 
the employer’s self-interest in his workers’ 
safety. As a consequence Congress asks 
for a full inquiry into the industrial in- 
surance systems and methods and for 
legislation based upon such facts as shall 
develop, 

In the matter of old age _ pensions, 
which have been adopted by Parliament 
this last year, Congress asked for a mini- 
mum pension of at least five shillings per 
week and a reduction in the age limit 
from seventy to sixty. The Congress 
also considered and adopted some reso- 
lutions which may be considered as purely 
political, dealing with changes in the 
Parliamentary procedure, the establish- 
ment of a Minister of Labor, electoral 
reforms, including adult franchise, fe- 
male as well as male, and the amending 
or abolition of the present system of the 
House of Lords. 

It also considered and adopted some 
amendments to standing orders, so that 
its Parliamentary Committee would not 
be compelled to serve as a compulsory 
arbitration court in jurisdiction disputes. 

Relating to the political movement we 
can report that there is in the House 
of Commons one member elected as a 
Socialist, thirty-one distinct Labor Party 
members, twenty-three Trade Unionists, 
mostly sitting as Liberals, all acting in 
perfect unison on any question recog- 
nized as a labor question. The Labor 
Party is financed by an affiliation fee of 
fifteen shillings per thousand per year, 
to be used as a working fund, and two 
pence per member per year for what is 
known as the maintenance fund (out of 
this fund members of Parliament elected 
under the Constitution of the Labor 
Party are entitled to two hundred pounds 
per year). Some of the members accept 
it, others turn it into their societies, 
from whom they get their maintenance in 
a regular yearly wage and who pay all 
the election expenses, except twenty-five 
per cent. of the returning officers’ fee. 
The independent Labor Party has twenty 
thousand members, outside of the mem- 
bership of trade unions, and pays pro- 
portionately into the fund. Co-operative 
societies are admissible, but have so far 
not taken much advantage thereof, there 
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being but two small co-operative so- 
cieties in the Labor Party. 

We found from government publica- 
tion, dealing with wages and hours of 
labor from 1898 to 1906, that there has 
been a gradual decrease in the hours 
and increase in wages in all lines where 
there is fairly effective organization, and 
less in proportion as the organization is 
less effective or non-existent, and that 
the tendency to go to the government 
for indirect and then for direct aid in- 
creases in proportion to the weakness 
of the organizations and its numerical 
strength in proportion to the number of 
men or women working in the same call- 
ing, and, therefore, entitled to affiliation. 
Speaking with individuals who had an 
opportunity of comparison, we were in- 
formed that there prevailed at this Con- 
gress a stronger and more distinct lean- 
ing to trade union methods and trade 
union remedies, as compared with those 
usually called socialistic and having due 
regard to the feeling and temper pro- 
duced by the present industrial stagna- 
tion and the vast number of unemployed, 
the Congress was remarkable for the 
calmness in its discussion and the con- 
servative tendency and caution in nearly 
all of its action. 

The Congress was composed of 6518 dele- 
gates representing 213 societies and a 
membership of 1,776,000, as compared with 
the last session held in Nottingham in 
1883, when there were 163 delegates repre- 
senting 163 societies and a membership 
of 471,651. At its opening it was wel- 
comed by the mayor, the sheriff, the 
three members of Parliament sitting for 
Nottingham, the bishop of the diocese 
and the president and secretary of the 
local movement. Aside from your own 
fraternal delegates, there were seated 
fraternal delegates from the Labor Party, 
the Federation of Trade Unions and the 
Co-operative Society. 

The work of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee for the year was submitted in 
printed form and distributed amongst 
the delegates, considered point for point 
and adopted with very little objection on 
the part of any of the delegates. The 
vast majority of it was, indeed, received 
and adopted under manifestations of 
genuine appreciation. 

The address of the Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee, and by virtue 
thereof, Chairman of the Congress, Mr. 
D. J. Shackelton, who will be pleasantly 
remembered as the fraternal delegate at 
the Norfolk Convention, was an able 
paper and was received with very cordial 
applause and every manifestation of ap- 
proval by the Congress. Besides the 
many other good things contained in the 
report, it referred to the International 
Convention seventeen years ago called 
by the Emperor of Germany with a pur- 
pose of arriving at an_ international 
agreement on legislation for the preserva- 
tion of health, the safety of life and 
limb, the protection of women and chil- 
dren in industrial occupations, and then 
goes on to state that the government 
would be acting in accordance with the 
desires of organized workers of this 
country if they took the lead and ar- 
ranged for such a Convention to be held 
in London, such gathering to have a 


proper number of actual representatives 
of labor in its membership. 

The chairman stated that in this mat- 
ter he should be glad of a direct ex- 
pression of approval or non-approval of 
the Congress on this particular subject. 
The approval of the Congress was swift 
and decisive and heartily in accord with 
the report. 

The reception accorded your delegates 
on the other side was of the most hospit- 
able character. It was not confined to 
the members of the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, or the Trades Unionists or peo- 
ple of Nottingham, but every one we 
came in contact with in England seemed 
to take particular delight in making our 
stay as pleasant as could be possibly 
done and which your delegates hold in 
the keenest remembrance and the high- 
est sense of gratitude. 

Among the many pleasant entertain- 
ments in which we participated, none 
impressed us more forcibly than the 
Temperance Fellowship Tea. This Tem- 
perance Fellowship consists of officials 
and representatives of trade and labor 
unions only, organized for the purpose 
of promoting temperance among the of- 
ficials of the labor organizations. 

We were requested by the Parliamen- 
tary Committee, stating they felt sure 
they spoke for the Congress as well, to 
bring back to the United States an in- 
vitation to President Gompers to come 
to the Trades Union Congress next year, 
coupled with a special request to the 
American Federation of Labor to send 
him as a special representative, in no 
way interfering with the two regular 
delegates. The next Congress will be 
held at Ipswich, and Mr. H. Gill, 
from the Amalgamated Cotton Spinners, 
and Mr. J. Wadsworth, of the Miners’ 
Federation, were elected as_ fraternal 
delegates to the American Federation of 
Labor. 

In conclusion your delegates desire to 
express the opinion which is the result 
of several years of thought, and which 
has not been altered by our presence at 
the Congress, that in order to get the 
most possible good out of the exchange 
of fraternal delegates we should invite 
the British fraternal delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor to parti- 
cipate in the discussion at the Conven- 
tion whenever in their judgment they 
could be helpful in coming to a right 
conclusion, by stating the experience 
which they have had with the same or 
similar subjects or matters in Great 
Britain. 

Thanking you for the honor conferred 
and the opportunity given us as your 
fraternal delegates, we are, 

Very respectfully and fraternally 


yours, 
ANDREW FURUSETH, 
JAMES J, CREAMER. 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mr, Hugh Frayne, fraternal 
delegate to the last session of the Can- 
adian Trades and Labor Congress. 

Before presenting the formal 
Delegate Frayne said: 
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“There are two particular subjects that 
came before the Trades and Labor Con- 
gress of Canada I will speak of, on which 
I shall quote the verbatim report as it 
came before the Congress. I shall not be 
expressing my own opinion. One of the 
subjects deals with independent political 
action; the other is the report of their 
special representative to England in re- 
gard to immigration as carried on by the 
Salvation Army. I report this as it was 
presented to the Congress by their rep- 
resentative’s report and in a speech by 
J. Kier Hardie.”’ 


REPORT OF FRATERNAL DELEGATE 
TO THE TRADES AND LABOR CON- 
GRESS OF THE DOMINION OF 
CANADA. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Kighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Brother Delegates: As your delegate to 

the Twenty-Fourth Annual Convention of 

the Trades- and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada, held in the city of Halifax, Nova 

Scotia, September 21st to 20th, 1908, 1 de- 

sire to submit the following report for 

your consideration and approval: 

Convention opened Monday, September 
2lst, at 9 a. m., in the Legislative As- 
sembly Chambers. The session was 
opened with an able address of welcome 
by Mr. R. E. Scott, President of the Hali- 
fax Trades and Labor Council. Hon. 
Geo. H, Murray, Premier of Nova 
Scotia, and Mayor Crosby of Halifax, also 
welcomed the delegates as the official 
heads of the Provincial Government of the 
city of Halifax. Their warm welcome was 
fully appreciated by the delegates, who 
liberally applauded the sentiments of good 
feeling expressed toward them. 

To give you a full report of the doings 
of the Convention during the week would 
be almost impossible. I will only deal 
briefly with a few of the most important 
matters considered. The report of the 
executive officers dealt with the matter 
of independent political action, immigra- 
tion, interviews with the federal govern- 
ment on the appointment of a minister of 
labor, the passage of a Dominion work- 
man’s compensation act, the Lemieux act, 
technical education, eight-hour day law, 
establishment of old-age pensions, inter- 
national trades unionism and many other 
important questions affecting the wage 
earner of Canada. 

One of the most important reports to 
the Convention was that of Mr. W. R. 
Trotter, the delegate sent to Great 
Britain by the Congress last year to re- 
port on the misrepresentations alleged to 
have been made to intending immigrants 
to Canada. His report, which was an ex- 
ceedingly lengthy one, made numerous 
strictures on the immigration schemes of 
the Salvation Army. After showing that 
the unemployed problem was becoming 
pressing in Canada, and that men were 
coming in where there was already an 
overflow of labor and thus adding to the 
number of unemployed, he proceeded to 
deal with the Salvation Army scheme 
thus: 


“With the exception of the manufactur- 
ers’ association, no society meddling with 
immigration has earned for itself such 
universal condemnation as has this body. 
The workers of the Dominion, who are in 
the best position to know and understand 
the efforts of their policy, are now up in 
arms against a continuance of this sys- 
tem, and as the public become better ac- 
quainted with the methods employed he 
these people a revulsion of feeling will set 
in which will demand that public money 
shall no longer be disbursed by irrespon- 
sible parties, whose lack of knowledge of 
the effects of their interference in the 
labor market is now historical. The Sal- 

vation Army has now entered into the 
immigration business as a commercial 
speculation. Existing solely as it does on 
the unquestioning benevolence of an in- 
dulgent public who have been grossly mis- 
led as to the nature and extent of their 
so-called ‘social work,’ the ‘Army’ is en- 
abled to advertise and boost its own 
schemes upon the money thus subscribed, 
with the result that to-day it ranks as the 
most widely known combination of immi- 
gration touts in the British Isles. Almost 
every newspaper contains advertisements 
of the supposed advantages of booking to 
Canada through their agency. Huge post- 
ers decorate the boardings, and in some 
places electric signs tell you to ‘book to 
Canada through the Salvation Army.’ In 
the immigration section of the ‘Army’ one 
notices all the features of the old time 
agency, combined with just enough of the 
odor of sanctity to blind the aforesaid in- 
dulgent public, and to some extent disarm 
criticism.” 

His report went on to show that 
where city councils that sent out immi- 
grants by the Salvation Army, the coun- 
cils had all the expense and the ‘‘Army” 
got all the glory, besides a considerable 
margin of profit in each case. The re- 
port also said the Army mutilated Im- 
migration Department booklets by past- 
ing labels over sections of them that re- 
ferred to free information from. the 
Dominion agents. 

Brigadier Howell and Colonel Lamb, of 
the Army staff, were present and were 
given an opportunity to reply. Colonel 
Lamb, who is in charge of the Army’s 
immigration work to Canada, took up a 
large number of Mr. Trotter’s charges 
and replied to them. Brigadier Howell, 
in replying to the various statements, 
said he did not think anything he could 
say would bring about a better under- 
standing. He would like to get on a 
friendly basis with the Congress, and 
suggested that a committee be appointed 
to meet the Army and discuss the var- 
ious questions. The Army had tried not 
to interfere with any labor questions, 
and whatever may happen in the future 
he would be glad to consult representa- 
tives of organized labor in placing men. 
As a result of Mr. Trotter’s report and 
the Army officers’ attendance at the 
meeting of congress, the following tele- 
gram was received later by Secretary- 
Treasurer P. M. Draper. from Brigadier 
Howell of the Salvation Army: “It 
might interest the Trades and MLabor 
Congress to learn that we have decided 
to discontinue chartered ships of next 
year. We will also exercise greatest 
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care and be governed by conditions here. 
Hope and believe much good will result 
from Monday’s conference, arrange- 
ments for which we appreciate deeply.”’ 

The report of Secretary-Treasurer 
Draper was of a highly gratifying char- 
acter. It showed an increase in receipts 
within the past ten years from $611 to 
$s.u6. In every particular the report 
showed growth surpassing all previous 
records, the increase in membership last 
year alone being 7,731 and in the revenue 
from per capita tax of $2,151.74, making 
a total membership of 40,728 directly af- 
filiated, representing 628 unions. 

A number of resolutions of importance 
to the trades unionists of Canada were 
dealt with by the Congress, among 
which was one condemning the ‘Lem- 
ieux bill’’ and asking for its repeal. 

This resolution caused considerable 
discussion, many friends of the bill op- 
posing the repeal. The following amend- 
ment was made and carried: “That the 
trades immediately affected by the Lem- 
ieux act be requested to submit to the 
Executive Council of the Congress the 
necessary amendments to make the bill 
effective from the working class stand- 
point, and that the Executive Council 
be instructed to obtain these amend- 
ments to the act, and that in the event 
of the government refusing to grant 
these amendments a referendum be sub- 
mitted to the trades affected by the act, 
and that the Congress pledge itself to 
that vete.’’ 

The report ef Organizers W. R. Tret- 
ter and R. P. Pettipiece were very in- 
teresting, shewing the progress made 
during the year in organizing. 

Rev. Dr. Shearer, Secretary of the De- 
partment of Moral and Secial Reform, 
ef the Presbyterian church in Canada, 
addressed the Congress at some length. 
The general tenor of his address, which 
was an admirable one, and heard by the 
Congress with the closest attention, was 
to invite the active co-operation of or- 
ganized labor with the Department ef 
Meral and Secial Reform of the Presby- 
terian church to attain results which 
are their common aim. In this connec- 
tion, I desire to say that the Rev. Dr. 
Shearer represents the Presbyterian 
church in Canada in the same manner as 
the Rey. Charles Stelzle represents that 
denomination in the United States in 
the Department of Church and Labor. 

It was decided by the Congress to 
send out a circular to all affiliated unions 
and friendly unaffiliated unions asking 
for a ten-cent assessment to defray the 
cost of keeping W. R. Trotter, as agent 
of the Congress, in Great Britain, for 
the euucation of the public there regard- 
ing immigration to Canada, and other 
purposes. 


Mr. J. Kier Hardie addressed the 
Congress on political action. He held 
that trades unionism without political 


action is lopsided, Labor must, said he, 
enter the political arena if it is to suc- 
cessfully combat the forces opposed to 
it. Mr. Hardie remarked that while he 
was personally a Socialist and hoped for 
the triumph of Socialism at the earilest 
possible time, he desired most of all to 
effect a united trades unionism. He 


term 
restricted 
meaning as in Canada and the United 


England where the 
such 


showed in 
“Socialism” has no 


States. He argued that in this country 
there were all the materials for a great 
Socialistic movement, but he would say 
in all kindness that with the present at- 
titude of the believers in socialism and 
the champions of organized labor pure 
and simple, it meant a divorce of inter- 
ests resulting in permanent injury to 
both. 

The present position of the Socialistic 
party in Canada he would describe as that 
of Phariseeism. The autocratic attempt 
to force their ideas upon the people did 
not tend to the uniting of the ranks of the 
workers, 

In conclusion, Mr. Hardie urged as vital 
that the political movement must be fi- 
nanced by trades unions, 

Mr. Hardie was presented with a hand- 
some ebony, gold-headed cane by the Con- 
gress, at the conclusion of his address, to 
which he suitably replied. 

In concluding this brief report, I desire 
to say that it is urgent upon the various 
International organizations to have their 
organizers visit Canada as often as pos- 
sible to assist the Congress in organizing 
the unorganized help; keep the organized 
within the fold and oppose the efforts of 
the National movement, which is gaining 
considerable headway in some sections of 
the Deminion. 

The Congress while in session disposed 
of a great deal of important work which 
is bound to be of lasting benefit to the 
wage earners of Canada, and en every 
possible occasion during its sessions the 
delegates voiced their confidence and high 
regard for the American Federation of 
Labor and its officers. 

The many courtesies shown me by the 
officers and delegates of the Congress will 
always remain one of my most pleasant 
memories. 

Quebec was chosen as the next place of 
meeting, and the following officers were 
elected: 

President, Alphonse Verville, M. P., re- 
elected unanimously. 

Vice-President, James Simpson, re- 
elected. 

Secretary-Treasurer, P. M. Draper, re- 
elected. 

Fraternal Delegate to the American 
Federation of Labor Convention, P. M. 
Draper. 

Fraternally submitted, 
HUGH FRAYNE, Delegate. 


Secretary Morrison: As there is very 
little business before the Convention this 
afternoon, and I see in the hall a gentle- 
man who is giving a great deal of his 
time to work along the same line as labor 
organizations, I would move that he be in- 
vited to address this Convention for a 
short time. The gentleman I have in 
mind is an eloquent speaker, and many of 
the delegates have heard him. I refer to 
Mr. Raymond Robins of Chicago. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Robins was introduced to the Con- 
vention by President Gompers, and said: 
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Mr. President, Fellow Delegates, Fellow 
Citizens, Men of Labor, Men and Women 
Who Work and Think and Have Some 
Large Purpose in the Common Life of the 
World: I am giad to talk with you fora 
little while this afternoon as one man 
speaks to other men, and as a man speaks 
to his friends. Underneath all this great 
struggle that marks the conflict of labor 
in the world of men is really a great idea. 
And every form of that struggle is simply 
an expression in one aspect or another of 
a great idea; and the divisions between 
men and society, earnest men, capable 
men, who divide, on the one hand, friendly 
to organized labor, and others who divide, 
on the other hand, in sometimes bitter 
enmity to organized labor, is really, when 
it is sifted down, to be determined upon 
one real principle underneath the whole 
struggle. 

The Danbury Hatters’ case, injunctions 
granted by judges at night while propped 
up by pillows in their beds, with nobody 
present but the lawyers for the employ- 
ers—all these conflicts are to be explained 
on one ground. That ground is this: the 
whole conflict in this country and in the 
world between the men of labor on the 
one hand, and the men opposed to labor 
on the other hand, is this: that the men 
of labor are advancing and affirming and 
declaring and maintaining the citizenship 
values of the working man; and the other 
group is advancing and maintaining and 
advocating the profit values of the labor 
of man; and the whole struggle comes out 
of the point of view whether or not you 
are interested as a citizen of the Republic, 
as a man, in the citizenship values of 
human labor, or whether you are inter- 
ested chiefly in the profit values, the 
property values of human labor as an as- 
set for certain individuals, or people, or 
corporations or employers. There is the 
whole conflict, and you will find intelli- 
gent and able men whose minds are de- 
voted to the question of the money side of 
the conflict, who become so biased and so 
set in their judgment that they lose sight 
of the human values in the controversy 
altogether. They do not care especially 
for child labor, they do not care especial- 
ly to stop women from those employments 
that break down their health and destroy 
their possibility of becoming mothers. 
You can get the basis of the conflict on 
whether the group is interested most in 
the human values, the citizen values, or 
most in the property values, the profit 
values of the men. There are able and 
honest men sitting as judges in high 
courts who believe that judgments in pro- 
tection of property rights that are mani- 
festly in destruction of human rights are 
really good, because they see only the 
property values in the controversy. 

And this brings me, men of labor, to 
the thing I am glad to say in this Con- 
vention this afternoon. The problem be- 
fore labor in America and the world is 
a problem of interpretation. It is a prob- 
lem of getting out the citizenship values 
in the possession of organized labor, and 
forcing the recognition of these values 
upon the men and women of fair pur- 
pose and honest intentions in the com- 
munity and in the state and in the 
nation. There are more fair-minded men 
than there are of the other kind. There 


are more people in the world who want 
to do the right thing than who pur- 
posely want to do the wrong thing; and 
while there are those impiicated im the 
steal directly, men and women who profit 
greatly out of the social injustice and 
wrong in the industrial situation of our 
country, they will never be the peopie 
who will lead in the cause of labor. It 
is also true that when you convince a 
man or woman, whether they are friendly 
to labor or are opposed to labor, that the 
values of manhood and womanhood and 
childhood are involved, you break down 
the efficiency of that man or woman in 
opposing the just demands of labor for 
the future. All over this country there 
are large groups of men or women not 
directly engaged in the struggle who do 
not understand themselves and their re- 
lationship to the struggle. Two millions 
of working men, more or less intelligent, 
on the one hand, and half a million em- 
ployers, more or less intelligent, on the 
other hand, and a great mass of men 
and women in between who have not the 
true values of this struggle in their mind, 
and who, if they do have the true values, 
would support many of the just demands 
of labor. It is a problem of interpreta- 
tion, a problem of making the real human 
value manifest to many men and women 
not directly interested personally in this 
struggle. 

While organized labor fought its bat- 
tles on the industrial field we made ad- 
vances. You know that struggle inti- 
mately. You know that when labor with 
its committee met with the committee 
of the employers and sat down at the 
table and discussed the demands of labor 
we made advances. We made advances 
because the great human values under 
our contentions carries us on in spite of 
the ability and the greed of the opposing 
forces. But there came a time in this 
country about ten years ago when a 
great number of employers began to 
form into more or less secret organiza-~ 
tious. They were called manufacturers’ 
associations in some cities, employers’ 
associations in some states, citizens’ alli- 
ances in some towns: but the purpose 
behind them all, regardless of the fair 
promises and _ fair-spoken words, the 
definite and organized and powerful pur- 
pose was to break down trade unions in 
every industry in this country. How did 
they go about it? Not by discussing it 
in the open. They went about it by 
forming lobbies in various legislatures, 
by forming a lobby in the Congtess of 
the United States. by engaging the serv- 
ices of lawyers who were friendly to spe- 
cial judges—who had the ‘“‘pull,’”’ as it 
were, of friendship and past favors upon 
judges on benches in state and federal 
courts. Let us speak the facts as they 
occurred. Organized labor then found it- 
self contesting on the industrial field 
with the more or less fair manufacturers 
of the country—and I wish to say there 
are some manufacturers who are as fair 
and reasonable and decent men as can 
be found anywhere, and we are mighty 
glad to have those men. We found our- 
selves dealing with them, on the one 
hand, in the industrial field, while the 
other group, the employers of scab labor, 
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the labor skinners, the labor crushers, 
were organized and bringing their power 
to bear upon the legislatures and courts 
of the country. In Illinois, where it has 
been my privilege to live for some time, 
we have a good many men and women 
working to-day in occupations that may 
be called dangerous trades by reason of 
the machinery used and the conditions 
of the industry. There is not one word 
on the statute books of Illinois which 
really protects those men and women 
from crippled hands and lost limbs, from 
crippled bodies and lost lives in those 
industries. As a matter of fact to-night 
the men and women in Illinois in danger- 
ous trades are less protected than men 
and women in Finland—and we think 
Illinois is a civilized community! Now 
what happened? Organized labor bore 
the burden of the struggle, just as or- 
ganized labor has been the power be- 
hind the passage of child labor laws and 
all laws that really save the life of man. 
They took up the struggle and presented 
a reasonable and fair bill in the legis- 
lature in the state of Illinois. It was 
about to be passed. The Manufacturers’ 
Association of Chicago and Illinois sent 
to the legislature its secretary, an able 
and clever man, who is not too careful 
of the truth when he makes statements 
about labor men. He established a lobby 
and had one or two very able and clever 
lawyers at his shoulder all the time. He 
began to make arguments to the legis- 
lators and they were not all addressed 
to the mind; some of those were ad- 
dressed here (touching his pocket). Some 
of those legislators built nice houses when 
they went home, although they did not 
have any money when they went to the 
legislature, and they were supposed to 
get only $1,000 for their year’s service! 
That bill was lost. Is there any fair- 
minded man of any political persuasion 
whatever who can bring himself to object 
if organized labor in the state of Illinois 
says, ‘“‘As long as you fought us on the 
industrial field we were content to re- 
main on that field and we wanted to 
stay there, but if you retire and bolster 
yourself up behind a lobby on the politi- 
cal field and begin to contribute to the 
election of legislators for the purpose of 
betraying «1s, and begin to contribute to 
the campaign fund of judges for the pur- 
pose of getting unfair injunctions against 
us, in the name of men and women and 
children in the state of Illinois, we will 
go into politics and drive you out.” 

That is the general situation when 
you get down to the real facts. Then 
you will find organized labor has been 
content to discuss its issues on the in- 
dustrial field, but the other fellows have 
not been. They have had their power, 
their education and ability, but they did 
not trust that. They never sat down to 
discuss a proposition with us that they 
did not have two or three trained law- 
yers ready to help them on the monied 
side. I have sometimes sat in such a 
controversy when it seemed to me that 
if God Almighty had come down and 
said a certain thing was good for the 
workers they would have objected to it. 
I have no objection to lawyers. I have 
known lawyers who were honest, but I 
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tell you, my friends, you have to sift 
pretty close to find them. That is the 
situation that has faced organized labor 
in this great nation of ours; and if or- 
ganized labor, responding to the action 
of employers of scab labor, follow them 
up and drive them out of the political 
forces of our people that were made to 
serve the whole people, I think organ- 
ized labor will be doing a service to the 
whole nation and not to any class. 

You can not escape this struggle. The 
strongest organized union that may look 
down on the field and say, ‘‘We are 
safe’ is deluding itself if it makes any 
such statement anywhere in the indus- 
tral field. As a matter of fact, the 
strongest union isn’t any stronger in 
the last analysis than the weakest union, 
and we have to learn that great truth. 
The working class will stand or fall to- 
gether. And when I say “class’’ I do 
not mean class in any foolish, doctri- 
naire sense. I mean the men and women 
who really earn what they eat in any 
capacity, whether it be by mind or 
hand. Those people have got to get to- 
gether against the people who are the 
common plunderers of the whole nation, 
regardless of class. 

Now, my friends, when I say we can 
not escape this struggle, on what 
grounds do I base that statement? Not 
on guess work; I base it on facts. I 
want to say to you, men of labor, you 
who represent America’s toiling thou- 
sands, that I know something of the 
labor end of the game also, something 
of unorganized labor in a Southern 
mine where I worked day after day for 
twelve hours a day, side by side with 
colored men, and got a dollar a day for 
the work. That is not specially high 
wages! We were not organized; we 
were poor, common white trash on the one 
hand, and poor, worthless niggers on the 
other hand, and we were making people 
rich while we worked there. We were 
good enough to do that. I didn’t like 
it; I don’t deny that for a moment. I 
broke away and went to Alaska. I was 
one of the bunch of men who went up 
there and fought their way over Chil 
coot Summit and down White Horse 
- I was one of those who did 
well. Most of them went broke. When 
We passed on over the great frozen 
stretches of Alaska in the spring of 
’98, we stopped on a cliff that looked 
out over Behring Sea to the utmost 
limit of the Western continent of North 
America. And the great cold there 
worked the same magic the great heat 
does in the desert. It lifted up far over 
the tops of the icebergs and the great 
ice sea the cliffs of far Siberia, seventy 
miles away, and we saw on the horizon 
the cliffs of that old Asia, that ancient 
human hive from which came forth the 
men that made Western civilization. I 
didn’t know what it meant then. I 
turned back and went through the val- 
leys and over the mountains of Alaska 
and made a stake, so I am free to be 
here to-day. Now I know what it 
meant. It meant that the great fron- 
tier, which for a hundred years gave 
an opening to the surplus labor of 
America, had passed forever from the 
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world. It meant that that great West- 
ern movement that came out from the 
East, that came across Western Europe 
and laid the foundations of human lib- 
erty and justice in that ‘“‘tight little is- 
land,’’ then forced its way across the 
ocean and established on the Atlantic 
shore the thirteen colonies; then passed 
across the Mississippi and the Rocky 
Mountains, until its waves met the 
waves of the Pacific, would rest there. 
It rested there a while, and then the 
old hunger for opportunity, the hunger 
of the boy to try his life against the 
life of the world, drove the men of ’98 
over the Chilcoot Summit, but it will 
not drive them in the future anywhere. 
They will go out into the ocean and 
drown. 

To-day, as you sit here discussing the 
great interests of humanity bound up in 
the cause of organized labor, in every 
little town of the country, in every 
farmer’s home, there is a bright-eyed 
boy thinking of the future, thinking of 
leaving his narrow’ surroundings and 
trying himself against the world, Where 
will he go? He will not go to the fron- 
tier; he is not thinking about it; it has 
ceased to exist. He is thinking of San 
Francisco, of Denver, of Chicago, of 
New York, of the industrial centers of 
America, and he is coming there to- 
night; he is marching, while you sit 
here, to come into the labor struggle of 
the great industrial cities, with no 
Knowledge of the struggle of labor 
for a hundred years to get hours 
and wages, without any Knowledge of 
the strain and labor of-countless men 
and women to make conditions fair. 
What does he want? He wants oppor- 
tunities. He will work under any con- 
ditions, he will take long hours and 
small pay, and hope for promotion 
sometime. He is the ready tool of this 
combined scab labor group to. hurl 
against the standard of every organized 
trade in the land. 

My friends, we can not escape! Every 
man of labor here has got to accept the 
supreme obligation of universal organiza- 
tion, from the man who digs the ditch to 
the most highly skilled mechanic in the 
land. ‘There is no man too mean, there 
is no occupation too servile to justify 
your lack of organization efforts, not be- 
cause they will add strength to the union 
in great numbers, but because the mere 
fact of organization among them is the 
protection and guarantee and sure hope 
of the strongest union in the land. Now, 
men, that is no mean job. That is a job 
so big and tremendous that it is only 
equalled by_the tasks before those pio- 
neers who dared to hope for a free na- 
tion and dared to lay its foundations on 
those rocky New England shores. But 
they had hope. Are we less worthy than 
our fathers of faith in the future of man- 
kind? Shall we, in the presence of the 
accomplished fact of a great republic, 
whether or not it be wholly free—it is at 
least with conditions of government that 
give possibilities of freedom to every 
man and women in the land—are we to be 
heard to question the power of men in 
society to organize all industry and make 
en Reel honorable, not in name, but in 
act? 


My friends, there is a rea] dignity of la- 
bor in the heart of the world. ‘ihe men 
and women who actually do feed and 
clothe and house this country and the 
world are really worthy of all honor, 
with all cant and humbug thrown aside. 
You have got to dare as much in the 
great pioneer work of organized iabor, in 
ihe great moral and human vaiues of 
this industrial struggle as the men of old, 
the fathers of our land, dared and braved 
in the interests of political and religious 
freedom. You are facing, as the inherit- 
ors of a great tradition, the third great 
struggle in the history of civilization. At 
first the lines of men divided upon the 
question of the freedom of the human 
mind. For five hundred years, aye, tor a 
thousand years, that struggle went on, 
and it was won. it was won tor every 
man and woman and child. The meanest 
man in this Republic and Western civili- 
zation can believe in one God, or seven 
gods, or no God, if he wants to, and there 
is no power of Church or state can say 
him nay. It was no mean gain that 
came from that great struggle. 

And then the dividing lines of mankind 
formed over the question of poiitical 
liberty, over the right of every inan to 
have some share in the government of 
which he was a part. And that struggle 
expresses five hundred years in wh.ch the 
people of England, among all the nations 
of the earth, led the vanguard of human 
progress, and dared to lay down the most 
permanent and abiding principles on which 
human liberty shall forever rest. Men 
can not wait; the great forces of civiiiza- 
tion move onward and forward while gen- 
eration succeeds generation in the life of 
the world. You men who are inheritors of 
that great past are facing to-day a 
struggle compared with which the two 
great struggles that preceded seem to us 
as though they were but the material of 
a summer’s day. It is not so, but it 
seems so. You are facing the third great 
problem of civilization—the problem of in- 
dustrial liberty, the problem so splendidly 
put by the President of this great Fed- 
eration when he said that the conflict 
waging now was upon the question of 
whether a man’s laboring power and his 
purchasing power belonged to him or 
whether they belonged to somebody else. 
The problem to-day is to secure for every 
man and women of labor in the land the 
right to the possession of their labor 
power absolutely, and the right to the 
possession of their purchasing power ab- 
solutely, and to have declared by the 
legislatures and upheld by the courts the 
fact that employers of America have ob- 
solutely no property right whatever in 
either the working power or the purchas- 
ing power of the workers. We will vindi- 
cate that right, not because some of us 
are eager to undertake the struggle, but 
because we must vindicate it. We won't 
be able to have any rights at all if we 
don’t vindicate that right, because this is 
an industrial age, and industrial rights 
take the front of the stage in the con- 
troversy of mankind. 

Now, men, we can win. We can win 
because we are right, and because there 
are more of us. The whole problem to- 
day is whether we have got as much sense 
in getting together and standing together 
as the scab employers have on the one 
hand, or as the free working men of Great 
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Britain had on the other hand. That is 
the problem. I was talking to a wise 
and clever pirate of industry, one of the 
able men whom God gave great gifts 
to, who had the mind that sees, the 
mind that grips, the mind that analy- 
zes, and he said: ‘‘Robins, you can not 
win.” I said, ‘‘Why?” “Why?” he 
said, ‘the fool working men of _ this 
country haven’t got sense enough to get 
together, and as long as we keep you 
divided we can skin you any day in the 
year.”’ 


A long time ago one of the wise men 
of the world said, ‘‘A house divided 
against itself can not stand.”’ It is as 
true of the great temple of human la- 
bor as of any other house built by the 
hands of men. That great temple has 
been laid course by course, and bloody 
fingers have handled the bricks, and 
hungry women have starved that it 
might be built, and little children have 
been deprived of daily food that it 
might be established among men. I do 
not believe that the house of labor will 
fall; but I do know that the house of 
labor must cease to be divided if it 
shall hope to stand. A long time ago 
it was said that the stone which the 
builders have rejected has become the 
head stone of the corner; and the stone 
which the builders of empire have re- 
jected inthe history of men has been 
the great group of toil. That stone was 
jected in the history of men has _ been 
hearing was when in the great council 
of the people of Great Britain there was 
present the members of that despised 
group—the group of toil—who_ stood 
there in Parliament for great human 
values, the greatest values for the em- 
pire that had ever been advocated in 
that great house of Parliament in the 
history of mankind. My friends, a 
great labor man of England, with 
whom some men delight to differ, but 
who is nevertheless the best expression 
of my thought of what is best in labor, 
is a member of the ministry in Great 
Britain—John Burns. He came up from 
the people, and whether or not he is 
able to stand against the temptations of 
the times, nevertheless he is the first 
man who ever sat behind the council 
table of Great Britain with an intimate 
personal knowledge of the life of men 
and women of toil. How long will it 
be before America, the great industrial 
nation of the world, has at the council 
table of her nation some man who, in 
his own body, has suffered the burdens 
of common toil, who bears on his own 
back some of the testimony of the 
common lot of poverty and labor? Men, 
it well becomes the Republic to have 
some man of labor at its council table, 
if for no other reason than to bear 
that testimony from the men and 
women who have made America what 
she is to-day. It was said by that 
brave man and follower of the simple 
earpenter of Nazareth, Charles Stelzle, 
on. this platform this afternoon, that 
the leisure class did not make good. My 
friends, I want to add to that just this: 
The leisure class in the history of man- 
kind never did make good; it never will 
make good, because it never can, When- 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


ever a boy or girl is raised under con- 
ditions where he does not have to work 
for what he gets, whenever he is sur- 
rounded by privilege and opportunity, he 
becomes careless and indifferent, and 
his mind and body is not capable of the 
service that the working child, if he 
has good food and good air and decent 
conditions, is capable of giving to the 
world. 

The battle is in better shape to-day 
than ever before. More men of labor 
understand what their great work is to 
be. More men outside of labor’s rank are 
in sympathy with the ultimate purpose, 
the citizenship rights of the manhood and 
womanhood of labor than ever before. 
Let us gather courage, let us dare to be- 
lieve in each other, let us dare to believe 
in our leaders. My friends, the other fel- 
lows don’t dicker and divide their forces 
in the face of the enemy on the day of 
battle. God grant that the day will come 
in the history of organized labor when, 
after we have decided what is best, we 
will stand together, submitting and sur- 
rendering, if need be, our personal choice 
in the interest of the common good. I 
want to say that I look forward to the 
unity of organized labor, not behind any 
party—thank God, I dare to be free! I 
have voted the Republican ticket and the 
Democratic ticket, and I thought I was 
doing right each time, and I will vote any 
old ticket that looks to me as being best 
for the human values of this country any 
time it comes to the front. But, men, we 
have no power worth considering on the 
political field for any party or any prin- 
ciple until we get together. I don’t know 
what the future holds. Even such a wise 
man as this old leader of labor, Samuel 
Gompers, knows not what the future 
holds. I do know that there is no future 
of any kind for us until we have sense 
enough to lay aside personal differences, 
agree on a program and then stick to the 
bitter end. 

Men of labor, when we fought our way 
over Chilcoot Summit and went over the 
glaciers of Alaska there was one truth 
hammered into us every day of the three 
years we fought the trail, and that truth 
was that men can only win when they 
stand together. One man in Alaska is a 
lost soul,—he is as much lost as an un- 
organized man in a big factory. You 
know the condition of the unorganized 
man. He has that lovely liberty that some 
scab employers of labor preach so much 
about,—the liberty to work twelve hours 
a day for fourteen cents an hour and then 
have his wages lowered so that his em- 
ployer can contribute $500 to the building 
of some nice charitable institution. It is 
that liberty the cat has in a tub out in 
the lake. The cat doesn’t want to stay 
in the tub—of course not! The cat is at 
perfect liberty to jump out in the lake 
any time it doesn’t like the tub! That is 
the way with the unorganized man or wo- 
man. They do not have to stay in the 
shop; they can go out and starve any time 
they choose. In that Alaska struggle, if 
one man lay down the other could not go 
on. You could not do anything without 
your partner going hand in hand with 
you. Out of the struggle of that mighty 
time, and it was a mighty struggle, there 
came a byword in Alaska, and every one 
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of the twenty thousand miners who 
risked their lives along the trail would 
risk his life for that word. We used to 
say, ‘Well, there are just three things in 
this world I hate more than any other 
three things, and the first one of them is 
a quitter, the second is a quitter, and the 
third is a quitter—damn him!” 

Now, friends, isn’t that really the doc- 
trine of the men of labor? As a matter 
of fact, the man with money and labor 
can go it alone. He can stand the strain, 
but the man of labor and the woman of 
labor have got to stand together or they 
won’t go anywhere. I wish that this 
great Convention would realize how im- 
portant in one aspect the organization of 
women is. There are six million women 
in gainful occupations in the United 
States-to-day. What about them? They 
are being used to-day for the purpose of 
breaking down hours and wages in every 
trade where they are not organized. Why 
is it that some of the sweat shops and 
big stores can work a girl overtime during 
the rush season three or four hours and 
send her back to her little tenement home 
at the end of the rush season? Why can 
not they work a hod-carrier that way? 
Because they have to pay him time and 
a half for every minute over eight hours, 
because he is organized. And the women 
who are being exploited, who are being 
robbed who are being disinherited from 
their right to a home and to maternity, 
from having little children they can call 
their own, are being robbed to-night sim- 
ply because they are unorganized. Friends, 
a high court in this land has said that 
the great organization of the United Hat- 
ters of North America is a conspiracy in 
restraint of trade becatse those men 
told other men and women of labor, in 
the interests of humanity, in the interests 
of themselves, not to wear Leowe’s hats— 
they were blood-stained hats. I: say to 
you, my friends, that goods made under 
anti-social or immoral conditions, where 
there is child labor, women working over- 
time and men being paid less than a fair 
wage, are of greater injury to this coun- 
try to-day than crime and pestilence in 
any other form. The time will come 
when the great moral value of organized 
labor will be recognized in this land. We 
talk of wages and hours. That is the 
first thing we have to talk about. I know 
two hat factories in America, one organ- 
ized and the other unorganized. They are 
within three blocks of each other. In the 
unorganized factory about a year ago a 
big stiff of a foreman insulted a little girl 
who was a hat trimmer. She stood up 
and told him what she thought of him, 
and was discharged for insubordination. 
She wrote a letter to the owner of the 
factory, but never got any reply. About 
six months ago, in the organized factory, 
where these people who have been said to 
be in a conspiracy in restraint of trade 
have an organization, there was another 
big stiff of a foreman who tried to insult 
a poor, little, helpless foreign girl. An- 
other girl, who happened to be the floor- 
woman of the United Hatters, looked at 
him and said: ‘You cut that out; we 
won’t stand for it in this factory. You 
must apologize to that little girl.” He 
said: “I will see you in a warmer land.” 
She called that floor into a shop meeting; 
they laid down their tools and went out 


on the street, where she told them the 
situation. They said they would starve 
before they would go back if that man did 
not apologize to the little girl. The boss 
came down in his big automobile, went to 
his office and called in the foreign girl. 
He also called in the big stiff of a fore- 
man, who began to weaken, as any big 
coward will. Let it be said to the eternal 
glory of that particular hat manufacturer 
that he had decency enough to discharge 
the foreman on the spot. Now, I want to 
submit to the universities of Colorado and 
America as well, I want to submit to the 
churches of Colorado and America as 
well, that the United Hatters in that par- 
ticular shop had more moral value, not 
only to protect hours and wages, but to 
protect the sanctity of personal virtue and 
the sanctity of the home than all forces 
in Christendom combined. Win with a 
cause like that? Why, of course we are 
going to win! We are going to win by 
the argument based upon the great human 
values under organized labor, we are go- 
ing to throw back into the faces of those 
people—sometimes ignorant and honest— 
sometimes cunning and hypocritical—who 
put up to labor its dishonest leaders this 
statement: “Yes, we have had dishonest 
leaders, and the church has had dishonest 
preachers, and the political parties have 
had dishonest leaders.” We will say to 
them: ‘My brothers, when you drive the 
crooks out of the Democratic party and 
the Republican party, it will be time to 
come to us and talk about dishonest 
leaders.”’ We don’t like crooks, we try to 
put them down and out, and sometimes 
we do it. The human values of organized 
labor will not stand for crooked work, and 
they are about the only values that have 
the courage to fight against the crooks in 
this country to-day. 


Let us not have divisions regarding the 
future. We don’t know what we are 
going to do. We are going to fight the 
fight like men, decide on a policy, and 
more and more of us are going to stand 
by that policy as one man every day 
that goes on from now until we win final 
victory. Jt may be that we will be with 
the Republicans next election. Yes, 
mean that. I thank God that it is true 
that there are just as honest, able and 
sincere men, men who love liberty and 
justice, in the Republican party to-day 
as there ever was in any party whatever. 
There are the same sort of people in 
the Democratic party. and there are the 
same earnest sort of people in the So- 
cialist party. There are honest men who 
voted the Independence League ticket. I 
don’t know where we are going to go, 
but I do know that we are not going 
to amount to anything until we get to- 
gether. We may be with the Rennhii- 
cans, we may be with the Democrats, 
we may be with the Socialists. Thev will 
have to settle which one of the fifty- 
seven varieties we are to go with: but 
let us, as free men leading forward the 
hope of this great nation, resolve to 
stand together, to surrender personal 
divisions, to look out upon a great and 
broad horizon that sees the future of 
mankind and sees the future hosts of 
labor marching to the music of freedom’s 
deathless song. Let us together agree, 
forgetting divisions of the past, but deter- 
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ine upon unity for the future. Go 
ene fs realize that great tradition 
of our nation, a tradition the greatest 
ever hoped for in the mind of man; the 
tradition not of a great class, not of 
great individuals, not of millionaires, not 
of Morgans and Rockefellers or that 
group, but the tradition of a great na- 
tion, a great people, the manhood and 
womanhood of that people, from the 
man who digs the ditch to the last 
exalted expression of genius, guaranteed 
by the law and protected by the court, 
and upheld by the opinion of the people; 
the right to a decent day’s work and a 
decent wage for that work, the right to 
have a home and bring up free children 
to carry forward the tradition of a peo- 
ple tnat fear God, that love liberty, and 
that fear nothing else under Heaven. 


Delegate Lewis—There is a matter I 
would like to bring to the attention of 
this Convention. We have heard a great 
many good things to-day, but I think we 
should complete the session by hearing 
something else good. If it is in order at 
this time, I would move that we invite 
President Lynch of the International 
Typographical Union to tell us something 
of the institution we saw yesterday—the 
Union Printers’ Home at Colorado 
Springs. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

President Lynch of the International 
Typographical Union spoke at some 
length in regard to the history of the 
Union Printers’ Home. 

President Gompers—During the proceed- 
ings the Chair desired to say something 
in regard to the speeches presented to 
this Convention. It was my purpose to 
enter into a more extensive statement 
than I think would be proper or appro- 
priate at so near the close of the session. 
I am sure that this day’s session has 
been an exceeding mental advantage to all 
the men and women participating in this 
Convention. The fraternal greetings of 
hope and confidence in our movement, 
the history of the efforts that are being 
put forth and the experience detailed 
have all been of the most material value. 
There are congresses often held in our 
country as well as in others in which 
men are invited to give addresses or 
read prepared papers; but I doubt if 
there has been or could be brought to- 
gether another gathering, other than the 
American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion, where, without previous invitation 
or preparation, such magnificent ad- 
dresses, eloquent in thought and expres- 
sion, conveying messages more deeply 
concerned with human justice and human 
liberty than we have had the privilege 
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of hearing to-day. It is a magnificent 
tribute to our Federation that it has 
proved itself of sufficient magnetic force 
to attract the luminous minds and sympa- 
thetic hearts of the men and women who 
have addressed us, and there has not 
been, so far as I can recollect, one ex- 
pression uttered to-day in our gathering 
to which we can not all of us say, with 
perfect confidence, Amen. 


I did want to say a word or two to our 
friends from Great Britain particularly, 
because it is not always in the mind of 
every man to understand the great strug- 
gles necessary to be made in our coun- 
try, and the great difficulties and ob- 
stacles that we are called upon to over- 
come. We meet to-day in Denver, and 
some say it is a Western city. Ask the 
men who come from that portion of the 
country where the sun sets, who are now 
in Denver, and they say, ‘‘Why don’t you 
come West?’ You heard to-day the 
gifted orator who said that in San Fran- 
cisco he and his fellows went West. 
When you arrived at the port of New 
York you were considerably West of the 
extreme eastern portion of the United 
States. You have traveled nearly 2,000 
miles from New York to Denver, and we 
are about two and one-half days’ quick 
travel from San Francisco, Seattle or 
Los Angeles. You may therefore imagine, 
with a country so vast in length and so 
vast in width, with oceans and inland 
seas, and mountains and deserts and 
prairies, the difficulties we have to bring 
about a great, comprehensive, united 
movement of the workers of the United 
States. After all we are only a century 
and a third old as a nation, with nearly 
ninety millions of souls, speaking all the 
languages and tongues of all the lands 
in the world, and while I believe that we 
have among the employers of America 
some of the most sympathetic and the 
most humane employers, men who will 
compare favorably with any other em- 
ployers on the face of the globe; but it is 
equally true that you can find the most 
rapacious Gradgrinds that can be found 
anywhere. It is a difficult task now, but 
we are trying to man ourselves to the 
duty. You have had your Taff Vale de- 
cision, and you have overcome it. We 
have had decisions, both in injunction 
cases and in a case where the Supreme 
Court has decided that our trade unions 
are subject to be sued for three-fold 
damages, in effect, exactly as the Taff 
Vale decision was rendered. 
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We have presented our ideas as to bills 
to overcome this discrimination, and the 
unjust and improper decision in which our 
labor movement has been placed, and 
have tried to make a fight for it. The 
difficulty is, I think, to a considerable ex- 
tent, that even among our fellow workers 
in our country the hold and influence of 
party domination is stronger than it 
ought to be. We believe that if the Am- 
erican workingmen, if the American citi- 
zenship, were freer from political party 
domination and more independent as men 
and citizens, we would have more justice 
and more success upon the legislative 
field. The bills we prepared and sub- 
mitted to Congress, the Pearre Bill and 
the Wilson Bill combined would be in ef- 
fect the Trades Dispute Act passed by 
the British Parliament, and we are going 
to get it. It has been hinted to me since 
I came to Denver that there is a plan 
afoot to see to it that Congress shall pass 
some sort of a bill, both amendatory of 
the Sherman Anti-Trust Law and to serve 
notice before injunctions shall be issued. 
I say here and now that as a man and as 
a citizen, if not as President of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor, I will fight 
that proposition in Congress! They can- 
not attempt to give us what may appear 
as a sweet morsel, but which will take 
the very vitals out of our organized move- 
ment, or shackle us by the pretense of 
giving us freedom. In our labor move- 
ment, during the ordinary course and gen- 
eral work, when all of us do our duty, 
there arise in the labor movement, as 
there do always incidents in the history 
ef nations, times when the term may be 
employed that was uttered by that great 
man who gave life and energy, and re- 
newed life and energy, to the movement 
for the establishment of this independent 
nation. Tom Paine said to the American 
colonists: ‘‘Now is the time that tries 
men’s souls,’”’ and when such periods arise, 
the critical and crucial hour of the 
struggle, may we hope to have absolute 
unity in our ranks. ‘‘We cannot escape 
the struggle,’”’ was a remark made by one 
of our friends who addressed us. No, we 
cannot, and, better still, we won't. Upon 
the shoulders of the men of labor the 
world over devolves the duty of making 
the struggle for human liberty. We 
could not escape it if we wanted to, and 
we don’t want to. 

I can not tell you how deep the impres- 
sion that has been made upon my mind 
and heart to-day while listening to the 
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splendid addresses, some of them in 
homely fashion, some of them in gifted, 
transcendent eloquence, but all of them 
breathing the word of human brother- 
hood, and all gf them conveying the hope 
and the faith that we have in the fullest 
fruition and success of the hope that 
the men and women and children of our 
time shall do their duty and not defer 
the contest to some future day and in- 
dulge in an academic division now. It 
is the duty of man to see to it that he 
sticks to his colors and adopts as _ his 
motto for life, ‘‘Never quit! Never quit!” 

Brothers Wadsworth, Skinner, Draper, 
I want to say to you that I greet you 
as a man to men, representing the heart 
and the very soul of Britain’s best men. 
We can not tell you how welcome you 
are among us. We want you, during 
these proceedings, to give us the advice 
of your counsel and your experience. We 
need it. We are proud of our intelli- 
gence, but that very pride makes us 
realize how little we know; and in the 
same degree that we are intelligent, we 
know there is much to learn. The 
women who addressed us to-day aroused 
deep interest and human interest by 
their magnificent utterances. Their 
words will be remembered long, and they 
will have their reflex in the actions of 
the men and women who attend this 
Convention, and the great messages 
submitted by our fraternal delegates to 
the British Trades Union Congress, and 
the Trades and Labor Congress of Can- 
ada are worth remembering. And then, 
capping the climax, we had that mag- 
nificent oration, so full of transcendent 
feeling and logic from which there was 
no escape. We have to thank you all, 
if I may assume to speak in the name 
of the delegates to this Convention; to 
thank you for them deeply, earnestly 
and sincerely, as well as for myself as 
President of our Federation. 

I desire to say that about an hour 
ago I received a letter which does not 
concern me alone. I shall ask Secretary 
Morrison to read it. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
letter: 


Lincoln, Neb., November 10, 1908. 


Hon. Samuel Gompers, Federation of 

Labor Meeting, Denver Colo.: 

My Dear Mr. Gompers—I have been 
intending to write to you at Washington, 
but seeing you are in Denver, I write to 
say that I appreciate most sincerely the 
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powerful support which you gave to our 
ticket. We have not won, but we de- 
served to win, and I think that you 
especially are entitled to great credit for 
so ably supporting the party which took 
the laboring man’s side on the questions 
at issue. 

I recognize that all of the laboring 
men are not free to vote as they wish— 
many to a certain extent being intimi- 
dated by the threat of their employers— 
and for this reason I appreciate the more 
the enthusiasm of those who dared resist 
intimidation. 

I recognize, too, that some, because 
of their hostility to the laboring men, 
opposed us mainly because the labor or- 
ganizations favored us, but instead of 
abandoning that which we think to be 
best, we should proceed to convince those 
who are hostile that social progress and 
permarent prosperity are only possible 
when there is harmonious co-operation 
between labor and capital, and that this 
co-operation is only possible upon a basis 
of justice to those who toil. 

Thanking you again, I am, 


Very truly yours, 
(Signed) W. J. BRYAN. 


President Gompers announced the distri- 
bution to various committees of the fol- 
lowing portions of the President’s report 
and the report of the Executive Council: 

“Local Strikes,’’ to the Committee on 
Local and Federated Bodies; ‘Building 
Trades Department,’ to the Building 
Trades Committee; ‘‘Brewery Workers— 
Engineers—Firemen—Teamsters,’’ to the 
Committee on Adjustment; ‘‘Plumbers— 
Steam Fitters,” to the Building Trades 
Committee; ‘Hod Carriers and Build- 
ing Trade Laborers—Brotherhood of Ce- 
ment Workers,’”’ to the Building Trades 
Committee; *‘Wood Workers—Carpenters,” 
to the Committee on Adjustment; ‘‘Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers—Dridge and 
Structural Iron Workers,’’ to the Build- 
ing Trades Committee; ‘Sheet Metal 
Workers—Stove Mounters,’”’ to Committee 
on Adjustment; ‘‘Upholsterers—Carriage 
and Wagon Workers,’’ to the Committee 
on Adjustment; ‘International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers,’ Committee on Ad- 
justment; ‘‘Pavers and Rammermen,” 
Building Trades Committee; ‘‘Moving 
Picture Machine Operators,’’ to Commit- 
tee on Adjustment; “Brotherhood of Rail- 
road Clerks,’’ Committee on Adjustment; 
“Labor’s Campaign for Justice,” to Com- 
mittee on President’s Report; ‘“Injunc- 
tion—Anti-Trust Law Decision,’’ Commit- 
tee on President’s Report; ‘‘Libel Suit,’ 
Committee on President's Report; ‘‘Los 
Angeles,’”” Committee on Organization; 
“Anti-Tuberculosis Crusade,’’ Committee 
on Resolutions; ‘‘Uniform Laws to Pro- 
tect Human Life,” and ‘‘Old-Age Pen- 
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sions,’’ to Committee on Resolutions; ‘‘In- 
dustrial Education” and ‘Farmers’ Or- 
ganizations,’’ to Committee on Education; 
“Label Conference,” to Committee on 
Labels; ‘‘Alaskan Fisheries’ and ‘‘Pour- 
en Defense Conference,”’ to Committee on 
Resolutions; ‘‘International Conference of 
Trade Unions,’’ Committee on President’s 
Report; ‘‘Conservation of Natural Re- 
sources,’’ Committee on Education. 

The following resolutions were intro- 
duced and referred by President Gom- 
pers to the various committees: 


Resolution No, 21—By the International 
Typographical Union delegation: 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union is making a most vigor- 
ous label campaign, in this connection 
expending thousands of dollars; and 

WILEREAS, Every well-conducted, con- 
sistent and pers.stent label campaign is of 
value and assistance to all other label 
crusades, and in the propagation and ex- 
tension of the sale and use of union- 
labeled products; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all International, Na- 
tional, State, City Central and Local 
Unions be requested to aid the Interna- 
tional Printing Trade Unions by attach- 
ing label stickers (which may be obtained 
in any quantity desired from the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union), to non- 
labeled printed matter and returning it to 
the party, firm or corporation responsible 
for the issuance of this  non-labeled 
printed matter. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No, 22—By the International 
Typographical Union delegat.on: 

WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union issues in pamphlet form 
and convenient for vest pocxet reference, 
a list of weekly, monthly and quarterly 
publications produced under union and 
non-union conditions; and 

WHEREAS, This list is intended for the 
guidance of friends and supporters of fair 
wages, fair hours and fair conditions; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all trade unionists 
be requested to secure a copy of the list 
referred to, and that they guide them- 
selves by its contents in the purchase of 
weekly papers and monthly or quarterly 
magazines, 

Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 23—By Delegates D. J. 
Tobin, P. D. Daiey and Harry McCor- 
mack, of the International Broth 2rhood 
of Teamsters: 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has at all times pledged itself 
to help and assist any international or- 
ganization chartered and working under 
its banner; and 

WHEREAS, It has repeatedly’ de- 
nounced rival organizations and seceders 
from regularly chartered international 
bodies; and 

WHEREAS, There exists at the present 
time in some of the large cities a dual 
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organization of teamsters, which is at- 
tempting to deceive the rank and file ot 
the workers of that craft and organized 
labor in general; therefore, be 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor 
hereby proclaims that the only bona fide 
organization of teamsters and helpers 
chartered under the American Federa- 
tion of Labor is the _ International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters and Helpers; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor de- 
nounces and condemns. seceding and 
dual organizations as tending to disrupt 
organized workers and strengthen’ the 
power of unjust employers; and it is 
further 

RESOLVED, That all Central bodies 
and State Federations refuse to allow 
any organization of teamsters and 
helpers not chartered by the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Teamsters to af- 
fillate with them; and if any such dual 
or seceding organizations are at present 
affiliated with them are seated in their 
councils, that they be immediately un- 
seated or expelled from such Central 
bodies or State Federations until such 
time as they become chartered under 
the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 24—By Delegate J. J. 
Handley, of the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades * Council: 


WHEREAS, Unscrupulous employers 
of Milwaukee, employing thousands of 
craftsmen of the metal trades, have in 
the past year reduced wages and at this 
time, while so many are unemployed, are 
endeavoring, and have started in some 
shops the system of piece or task work, 
and the members of the various metal 
trades organizations are doing all in 
their power to defend and sustain their 
constitutions from the wanton attacks 
of corporate power, which seeks to take 
advantage of this panic and fasten upon 
its employes a slavish condition of servi- 
tude; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the In- 
ternational Iron Molders’ Union of North 
America having been engaged in a bitter 
strike in this city for over two years, 
we feel that the conditions of the metal 
trades in Milwaukee must be_ looked 
after sharply; and 

WHEREAS, As the situation presents 
itself to us, we view it with serious 
alarm and apprehension, for we recog- 
nize in it an insidious attack on organized 
labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Milwaukee 
Metal Trades Council of the Metal 
Trades Department of the American 
Federation of Labor, request the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor to 
instruct the President of that body to 
send an organizer of some metal trades 
craft to Milwaukee in the spring of 1909, 
for a period of not less than four 
months. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 25—By Delegate Charles 
H. Leps, of the Ceramic, Mosaic and 
Encaustic Tile Layers and Helpers: 

WHEREAS, It has been announced 
that the Operative Plasterers’ Associa- 
tion has applied for a charter from the 
American Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Tile 
Layers and Helpers International Union 
have knowledge that in various parts of 
the country attempts have been made by 
locals of the Operative Plasterers’ Inter- 
national Association to prevent tile 
layers from preparing for their tile 
work, and in some cases going so far 
as to attempt to prevent them using 
hawk and flat trowel; and 

WHEREAS, To our knowledge no 
definite jurisdiction claim has accom- 
panied the application of the Operative 
Plasterers’ Association, as called for in 
Article IX, Section 11; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Tile 
Layers and Helpers International Union 
have not had an opportunity to investi- 
gate the jurisdiction claims of the ap- 
plicant union in order to ascertain 
whether or not they can _ consistently 
give the written consent of their inter- 
national union as called for in Article 
IX, Section 11; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the application of 
the Operative Plasterers’ International 
Association for a charter be referred to 
the Executive Council, so that the case 
can be thoroughly investigated and the 
charter issued in accordance with the 
law and to the satisfaction of the parties 
in interest. 


Referred to Special Committee on 
Plasterers. 


Resolution No, 26—By Delegates James 
O’Connell, A. F. Stark, Thomas Van 
Lear, H. W. Churchill and Eugene Sar- 
ber, of the International Association of 
Machinists: 


WHEREAS, Upon the i6th day of 
March, 1908, the Denver and Rio Grande 
Company abrogated their contracts and 
agreements with their mechanics, in- 
cluding the entire shop force, thereby 
precipitating one of the most bitterly 
contested labor wars that has_ been 
fought in recent years; taking advantage 
of the industrial panic in an attempt to 
try to increase the hours of labor, to re- 
duce the pay and deprive us of other 
conditions, which, as mechanics and 
laboring men, we are entitled to. And 
in place of our former agreements, they 
desire to put into effect a set of shop 
rules that would make employment in 
the shops a life burden. With one 
blow of the iron hand of corporate greed 
this mighty railroad corporation desired 
to check the progressive labor movement 
and set at naught all that we had 
gained by patience and perseverance in 
years, of sacrifices, struggles and strife; 


an 

WHEREAS, The Denver and Rio 
Grande Railroad Company has seen fit 
to import strike-breakers by the thou- 
sands, consisting of thieves, thugs, as- 
sassins and bum mechanics, that their 
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agents are gathering from the slums of 
the large cities of the United States, 
which they hope to use to beat down 
their old, true, tried and faithful em- 
ployes who have served them long and 
well, and have done their part to ad- 
vance the Denver and Rio Grande Rail- 
road from a mere trail through the 
mountains to the great scenic railroad of 
the world that it is to-day; and 

WHEREAS, They have hired large 
numbers of armed guards, some of them 
noted as notorious gun-men of the West, 
for the purpose of giving so-called pro- 
tectionto their armiesof strike-breakers; 
but, as we believe, for the purpose of 
seeking to intimidate the striking shop- 
men who are peaceable and honorable 
citizens of the states of Colorado and 
Utah, and that we believe some of those 
notorious men-killers have burned our 
tents and destroyed our signs under 
cover of the darkness of the _ night, 
thereby breaking the laws of the state 
of Colorado, but if such crimes were 
committed against the property of the 
railroad company attempts would be 
made by them to_- secure’ injunctions 
against us; and 

WHEREAS, The said _ striking shop- 
men did do all in their power that hon- 
orable men cculd do to avert trouble, 
going so far as to offer to submit any 
or all questions involved in the contro- 
versy to arbitration, which was denied 
them by the company; the committee 
being met with the cold ultimatum that 
there was nothing to arbitrate, and that 
the men must work under the rules laid 
down by the company or not at all. And 
they are now boasting that it is only 
a question of a short time until the 
strikers will be starved into submission; 


and 

WHEREAS, We realize that an in- 
jury to one is the concern of all, and 
if the Denver and Rio Grande Company 
should succeed in crushing their old 
employes it would only be a question of 
time until many other’ corporations 
adopted the same _ tactics. And we 
know that the result of this strike will 
have a great bearing on the future of 
thousands of our brother members of 
the Metal Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor, and feel 
confident from knowledge we have 
gained that the Denver and Rio Grande 
strikers are putting up a noble and win- 
ning fight, doing their part as_ loyal 
trade unionists should do to uphold the 
honor and dignity of honest labor, try- 
ing to make through their efforts life a 
little bit brighter, burdens a litle less 
hard to bear; trying to raise the stand- 
ard of manhecod, the ideals of woman- 
hood and the conditions of childhood, 
for themselves, their fellow craftsmen, 
their wives and families in this country; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we go on record in 
this, the Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, as extending our moral and 
financial assistance to these brave men 
and boys, to the end that the wives, 
children and other members of_ their 
families may not suffer or go hungry 
while the test is being made whether 
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liberty 7 slavery shall endure; there- 
fore, be 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to donate immediately, 
and as liberally as their funds will per- 
mit, that these noble toilers may _ re- 
ceive the support and encouragement 
that their just cause deserves. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 27—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, The stability and progress 
of every labor organization can only be 
made secure and effective by joint action 
based upon solidarity; and 

WHEREAS, Labor organizations are 
strengthened and advanced by such co- 
operation; and 

WHEREAS, The Waiters’ craft is one 
of those which can be placed upon a 
plane above all others if every branch 
connected proceeds in solid phalanx; and 

WHEREAS, It being a_ fact that 
Waiters’ Union, Local No. 5, Branch B, 
ever since it was organized in 1885 under 
the name of the Amalgamated Waiters’ 
Union No, 11, has done everything in its 
power to establish strict union condi- 
tions in restaurants, halls and parks, 
but could not accomplish very great re- 
sults, because the necessary assistance 
was refused by the largest, strongest 
and mightiest union in our calling, the 
American Federation of Musicians No. 310 
of New York, their co-operation being 
requested and ‘urged for many years; and 

WHEREA It is an indisputable fact 
that if these Musicians had supported 
the Waiters at New York not one non- 
union hall or park would exist, but all 
would be strictly union; and 

WHEREAS, Great results would obtain 
by the co-operation of the Musicians with 
the Waiters: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Denver, Colo., urge 
the American Federation of Musicians 
No. 310 to act jointly with the Waiters’ 
Local Union No. 5, Branch B, by only 
furnishing music to strictly union places 
and refusing to play in non-union places 
until union conditions prevail. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No, 28—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, A charter has been issued 
by the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor to the Bronx Labor 
Council, New York City, N. Y.; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vicinity 
entered a protest against the granting 
of said charter to the Twenty-Seventh 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Norfolk, Va.; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, To request information at 
the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor at 
Denver, Colo., as to why such charter 
was granted without due notice being 
given to the protesting body. 
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Referred to Committee on Local and 


Federated Bodies. 


Resolution No. 29—By Delegates James 
A. Cable and Thomas McManus, of the 
Coopers’ International Union of North 
America: 

WHEREAS, Notwithstanding the loyal 
support which is given to the Coopers” 
label by some affiliated organizations, it 
is nevertheless still lacking in prestige 
to accomplish the fullest measure of re- 
sults; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, reaffirms its endorsement of the 
Coopers’ Union label and calis upon all 
unions and members of unions every- 
where to assist in creating a better de- 
mand for same. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No, 30—By Delegate Eugene 


Merz, of the Pittsburg Central Labor 
Council: 
WHEREAS, The _ International Asso- 


ciation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers of Pittsburg, 
Local No. 218, is and has been the duly 
recognized local of Steam Fitters and 
Helpers in the city of Pittsburg; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers are affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
through a charter which grants to them 
the jurisdiction over steam fitters and 
helpers; and 

WHEREAS, The United Association 
Plumbers’ Local No. 27, through its or- 
ganizers, is trying to disrupt the labor 
movement in the city of Pittsburg by 
endeavoring to create discord among the 
Steam Fitters and Helpers, and also 
trying to create a dual local to No. 218 
of the International Association; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Iron City Cen- 
tral Trades Council do hereby protest 
against such work being agitated in the 
city of Pittsburg by the representatives 
of United Association Plumbers’ Local 
No. 27, in disturbing the labor conditions 
that now exist, and hampering the best 
interests of the labor movement in gen- 
eral; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the actions of the 
United Association Plumbers in disturb- 
ing the conditions and forming dual lo- 
cals of Steam Fitters and Helpers be 
stopped by the American Federation of 


Labor, and that the Convention so order. 
Referred to Building Trades Com- 
mittee. 

Resolution No. 81—By Delegate Chris 
A. Kerker, of the Bakery and Confec- 


tionery Workers’ International Union: 


WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union represents bread made 
under fair and sanitary conditions, hon- 
est wages and by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ is the only 
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proof of same, as it distinguishes Union 
from Non-Union and Trust-made bread; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, Colo., endorse the label 
of Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be and is hereby 
requested to demand the Union Label on 
all bread he or she may _ purchase, 
thereby showing his or her loyalty to 
the cause of Unionism in a substantial 
manner. 

Referred to Committee on Labels. 

Resolution No. 32—By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union of Am- 
erica has been engaged in a severe con- 
test with The National Biscuit Company, 
commonly known as ‘‘Uneeda,’’ and The 
American Baking Company, commonly 
known as Heydt, Condon, St. Louis, 
Freund, Wells- Bottler. Hauck-Hoerr and 
Home Bakeries of St. Louis, Mo.; and 

WHEREAS, The said trusts control a 
large portion of the bakery industry, thus 
making it difficult for the Bakery and 
Confectionery Worker®?’ International 
Union to successfully push a_ boycott 
against each individual brand made by 
the trusts; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its officers and 
organizers give special aid and assistance 
to the Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union in pushing a boycott 
against each individual brand made by 
both The American Baking Company and 


National Biscuit Company, commonly 
known as ‘‘Uneeda Biscuit;’’ and, be it 
further 


RESOLVED, The American Federation 
of Labor request all affiliated State Fed- 
erations, Central Bodies and local Unions 
affiliated by their International or Na- 
tional or Federal Unions, to assist the 
Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ Inter- 
national Union by vigorously pushing a 
per cott of trust bread sold in their local- 
ities, 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts, 


Resolution No. 33—By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers’ International Union: 

WHEREAS, The fight against the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Company of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed and re-endorsed by the 
Annual Convention of The American Fed- 
eration of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney Bread Com- 
pany still refuses to make a settlement 
with our International Union of America; 
and 

WHEREAS, The Twenty-Seventh An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor did recommend that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor make an effort to bring about an 
adjustment of the long standing contro- 
versy. and if not successful, that a vigor- 
ous campaign be inaugurated to make 
their declaration of unfairness effective; 
therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reaffirm and place on the 
unfair list the McKinney firm of St. 
Louis, Mo., and try its utmost to make a 
settlement satisfactory to the Bakery and 
Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union of America. 


Referred to Committee on Boycotts. 


Resolution No. 34—By Delegate James 
McKenzie, of the International Broom and 
Whisk Makers’ Union: 

WHEREAS, The International Broom 
and Whisk Makers’ Union is seriously 
menaced by reason of the fact that the 
various penal institutions are engaged in 
the broom making industry, thereby enter- 
ing into direct competition with free labor 
to the detriment of the latter; and 

WHEREAS, But a small portion of the 
Broom Makers are organized, because of 
the reasons above enumerated; and 

WHEREAS, The Broom and Whisk 
Makers’ International Union is unable, by 
reason of its small membership, to remedy 
these deplorable conditions, and they 
sire assistance from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby instructed to detail an organizer 
to assist in upbuilding the Broom and 
Whisk Makers’ International Union, and 
—— with the officers of that organ- 
zation. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 35—By Delegate Alex 
Fairgrieve, of the Montana State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 


WHEREAS, The American labor move- 
ment, as recognized by its affiliation with 
the American Federation of Labor, or- 
ganizes the various International, Local 
and Federated Trades Unions, State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies duly 
chartered, and all recognizing the sol- 
idarity of the labor movement and im- 
bued with the principles of mutual pro- 
tection; and 

WHEREAS, Governments hold and 
maintain the respect of all people where- 
in just laws are enacted and enforced 
for their government. A nation or state 
whose laws are indefinite or inadequate 
to the purpose for which they were in- 
tended never attain that efficiency neces- 
sary to giving protection to their adher- 
ents; and 

WHEREAS, The State Federations and 
Central Councils form integral parts of 
the American Federation of Labor and 
are important auxiliaries to the Inter- 
national and National Trades Unions in 
dissemination of thoughts inciting a de- 
sire in the minds of the unorganized in 
their respective vicinities to become united 
with the great labor movement; and 

WHEREAS, At present the State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies are to 
@ great extent retarded in their efforts 
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to advance the interests of organized 
labor by the refusal of some local unions 
to affiliate with the state and city organ- 
izations, and also by their withdrawal, 
on the least provocation, from the State 
Federations and City Central bodies, thus 
weakening the labor movement and aid- 
ing its enemies in consequence thereof; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, that Article XI, Sec- 
tion 2, of the Constitution, be amended 
to read as follows: 

“Section 2. It shall be the duty of the 
executive officers of all National and In- 
ternational Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to, within 
ninety days after the organization of a 
local union, notify such union that it 
must affiliate with the State Federation 
and City Central body, chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor, in the 
locality in which such local union is 
organized. The officers of the American 
Federation of Labor must, within the 
time specified in this section, cause all 
directly chartered trade and _ federal 
unions to affiliate -with state and city 
central bodies in their localities chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor. 
It shall be the duty of all unions now 
organized to at-once affiliate with said 
state and city central bodies.”’ 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 36—By Delegate James 
W. Wall, of Federal Labor Union No. 
11,002: 


WHEREAS, Thousands of dollars have 
been spent by the trades union move- 
ment of America in advertising union- 
made products, as well as the various 
union labels, so as to educate the work- 
ers and our friends; also to constantly 
call the attention of the public to the 
fact that goods so labeled are made 
under fair conditions as well as in 
healthy and sanitary workshops; and 

HEREAS, Many attempts are being 
made to deceive the public into buying 
alleged union-made goods; and 

WHEREAS, There is now, and has 
been on the market for some time, a 
tobacco known and advertised as Union 
Leader, which is an infringement upon 
a Union tobacco known as_ Central 
Union, bearing the label of the Tobacco 
ee Internationa] Union; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, hereby endorse and recommend that 
union men and friends purchase the 
brand known as Central Union, bearing 
the Tobacco Workers’ union label. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


At 6 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed to reconvene at 10 a. m., Fri- 
day, November 13. 
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FOURTH DAY—Friday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Friday, November 13th, President 
Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Sanders, Tracy (Thos. 


F.), Thomas, Feeney, Healy, Williams 
ders, O’Connor (T. V.), Stark, Potter, 


Call, Dardis, Tracy (Wm. J.), Clark 
(W. W.), Byrnes, Hawley, Heberling, 
Tobin (D. J.), Powell, Hawley, Ford, 


Walter (W. R.), Lynch (Patrick), Smith 
(Wm, J.), Welch, Garrett, Hood, Camp- 
bell, Breidenbach, Tobin (Wm.), Breiten- 
stein, Moore, Woodman, Peterson, Cha- 
vey, Witt, Piggott, Hart (C. E.), Leon- 
ard, Frazier (G. L.), Richter, 


Delegate Coombe, for the Committee on 
Credentials, presented the following sup- 
plementary report: 


“Your Credential Committee recom- 
mends the seating of Arthur Kahn as 
delegate from the International Associa- 
tion of Fur Workers, with 4 votes.”’ 


On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Delegate Smith, for the Committee on 
Rules and Order of Business, reported 
that the committee recommended the 
adoption of the following additional rule: 
“That no negative motion or negative 
substitute shall be entertained.” 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 


The question was discussed by Delegate 
Barnes and President Gompers. 


The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was lost. 


Delegate Tazelaar moved the adoption 
of the report of the Committee on Rules 
as a whole, as amended. (Seconded.) 


Delegate Barnes—I move as an amend- 
ment that in the matter of accepting 
amendments to or substitutes for resolu- 
tions of committee reports, they be re- 
ceived and acted on in the manner pre- 
sented. (Seconded.) 

President Gompers—That is hardly an 


amendment to the motion offered by 
Delegate Tazelaar. 


Delegate Tazelaar withdrew the mo- 
tion to adopt the report of the committee 
as a whole. 

Delegate Barnes—My purpose is to pre- 
vent a misunderstanding or conflict in 
regard to negative motions. Therefore, 
| move that amendments or substitutes 
of a negative nature offered to resolu- 
tions or reports of committees be re- 
ceived and acted on in the order pre- 
sented. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Duncan stated that the 
question was covered by ordinary parlia- 
mentary procedure. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Barnes, President Gompers, Delegate 
Ramsey and Vice-President Duncan. 

Delegate Barnes withdrew the amend- 
ment previously offered, and moved the 
adoption of the following rule: ‘That 
the reports of committees shall be sub- 
ject to amendments and _ substitutes 
from the floor of the Convention, the 
same as other motions and resolutions.” 
(Seconded.) 

The amendment was seconded by Dele- 
gate Ramsay. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Ramsay, Treasurer Lennon, Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan and Vice-President O’Con- 
nell, 

Delegate Starke moved that the entire 
matter be laid upon the table. (Seconded, 
but not carried.) 

The question was further discussed hy 
Delegate Tazelaar, Delegate Lewis and 
Delegate Mahon. 

The amendment to the report of the 
committee offered by Delegate Barnes 
was carried by a vote of 138 to 7. 

On motion of Delegate Tazelaar, the 
report of the committee as a whole, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read 
ing telegram: 


the follow- 
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Detroit, Mich., Nov. 10, 1908. 


Frank Morrisen, American Federation 
of Labor Convention, Denver, Colo. 
Heartiest congratulations, fraternal 


greetings and best wishes for a success- 


ful gathering. 
I. HASKINS, 

Auditor United Garment Workers’ 

of America. 

Secretary Morrison read communica- 
tions from Mayor William B. Thompson, 
Detroit, and Milton Carmichael, Man- 
ager of the Detroit Convention and 
Tourist Bureau, inviting ‘the American 
Federation of Labor to hold the Con- 
vention of 1909 in the city of Detroit. 

A communication from Mr. John Rich- 
ert, Corresponding Secretary of the Fed- 
erated Trades Council of Milwaukee, 
was also read, in which the Convention 
was invited to meet in Milwaukee in 
1909. 

Invitations were also read from Ed- 


ward Devoy, President of the Mer- 
chants’ Exchange, St. Louis, W. F. 
Sanders, Secretary and General Man- 
ager of the St. Louis Business Men’s 
League, and Charles F. Wenneker, 
President of the Million Population 


Club, St. Louis, asking that the next 
Convention be held in that city. 

A similar invitation was received from 
Lansing, Mich. 

Secretary Morrison stated that he had 
been requested to read the following 
announcements: 

Charles Stelzle, fraternal delegate to 
the American ederation of Labor, and 
Secretary of the Department of Church 
and Labor, of the Presbyterian church, 
will deliver an address at the Central 
Presbyterian church, Seventeenth and 
Sherman streets, Sunday morning, at 
10:15 sharp, under the auspices of Dr. 
Coyle’s Bible Class. All men are cor- 
dially invited. 

Sunday evening, at 7:30, John B. Len- 
non, Treasurer of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, will deliver an address at 
the Central Presbyterian church, Seven- 
teenth and Sherman streets, on ‘Church 
and Labor.’’ Seats will be reserved for 
members of this Convention, who are 
especially invited to be present. 

A communication from the Knights of 
Columbus, Denver Council No. 539, was 
read by the Secretary. The delegates 
were cordially invited to attend a meet- 
ing of the Council Friday evening, at 
1480 Champa street. 


Owing to 
prepare a 


lack of time in 
complete 


which to 
transcript of the 
speeches delivered on Thursday, the fol- 


lowing was omitted from the _ printed 
minutes of the third day’s proceedings: 

Delegate Lewis—There is a matter I 
would like to bring to the attention of 
the Convenion. We have heard a great 
many good things to-day, but I think 
we should complete the session by hear- 
ing something else good. We all went 
to Colorado Springs yesterday. We en- 
joyed the hospitality of the Union 
Printers’ Home, but many of us, on ac- 
count of the weather, did not get to 
hear some of the things we expected to 
hear in regard to that splendid institu- 
tion maintained by the printers. If it is 
in order at this time, I would move that 
we invite Presdent Lynch, of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, to tell us 
something of the institution we saw yes- 
terday—the Union Printers’ Home at 
Colorado Springs. 

Delegate Lynch, President of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union—Mr. 
President and Fellow Delegates: I will 
promise to be brief. We regret very 
much that the weather yesterday pre- 
vented the carrying out of the program 
we had arranged for. We expected to 
show you something of Colorado Springs, 
then to take you to the Union Printers’ 
Home and serve dinner under a large 
tent. After that we expected to explain 
to you something of the workings of the 
Home. The weather spoiled all that. 
I want to correct an impressionthat may 
have gotten out yesterday, because we 
had to serve the dinner in the dining 
room in sections, that we serve the in- 
mates that way and that they stand up. 
They are served as they would be at any 
good hotel. The food is good and whole- 
some. We aim to make everything as 
homelike as possible. 

Briefly I will tell you something about 
the institution. We met with difficul- 
ties; some of them threatened the very 
existence of the Home. During’ our 
Convention in 1887 the delegate from the 
Philadelphia union presented to the In- 
ternational Typographical Union a 
check for $10,000, $5,000 given by George 
W. Childs and $5,000 given by A. J. 
Drexel. The money was given abso- 
lutely without stipulation as to its use. 
The gift was accepted, and then began 
the usual schemes to spend the money. 
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I presume our membership spent twenty 
thousand dollars’ worth of time trying 
to find a way to spend that $10,000. Fi- 
nally they decided on a home for aged 
and indigent members. After consider- 
ing various sites we finally accepted a 
proffer of eighty acres of land at Colo- 
rado Springs, given by the city. The 
printer, with his usual business fore- 
sight, accepted the eighty acres on the 
top of a hill without any water in sight 
anywhere. But we started in to raise 
money to build the Home. We had this 
$10,000, and on a certain birthday of Mr. 
Childs the printers on one side of the 
Mississippi contributed the price of one 
thousand ems. Then on a certain birth- 
day of Mr. Drexel the printers on the 
other side of the Mississippi contributed 
the price of one thousand ems. 

When that mammoth building was 
erected on the top of that hill there 
was no trace of a shrub there. A tax 
of five cents a month had been levied 
for the support of the Home. With that 
we improved the building and grounds 
as best we could. Finally we reached 
a point where the inadequacy of the reve- 
nue threatened the continuance of the 
Home. A proposition submitted for an 
increase in the per capita tax for the 
support of the Home from five to ten 
cents narrowly escaped defeat. It car- 
ried, however, and we went along until 
we held a Convention at Colorado Springs 
in 1896, when the Convention provided 
for further donations from the member- 
ship under which the hospital annex was 
erected at a cost of about thirty thou- 
sand dollars. That was made necessary 
by the increasing number of tuberculosis 
patients that were coming to the Home. 
It was necessary to isolate these mem- 
bers from the aged and infirm members 
who were cared for in the main building. 

Then we beautified the grounds and 
erected a cottage for the superintendent. 
Previous to that time he was domiciled 
in the large building. We have had sev- 
eral investigations of the management, 
and, to the credit of the institution, 
it has always come out clear. At one 
time the people who were sent there 
by the unions formed a chapel and 
tried to discharge the superintendent. 
Other things of that nature have arisen, 
making the Home for a time a constant 
source of trouble and almost threatening 
to divide the organization. But we have 
conquered all that. 


I told you of the ten thousand dollars 
donated by Mr. Drexel and Mr. Childs. 
They contributed ten thousand dollars 
and we contributed about five hundred 
thousand in order to make the Home what 
it should be, and then again, with the 
usual business foresight of the printer, 
ealled it the ‘‘Childs-Drexel Home for 
Union Printers.’’ A young lady was at the 
Home at one time before we had the 
main gateway you saw yesterday. She 
drove up and one of the inmates who 
was sunning himself on the grounds 
opened the gate for her. He did not open 
it quickly enough to suit her, and she 
complained to the superintendent of his 
action. He promised to right the mat- 
ter. Then on being shown over the 
building she asked to see the dining 
room. The superintendent said she could 
not see it then because the residents were 
at dinner. She insisted on seeing it. The 
superintendent politely, but firmly, re- 
fused to allow her to do so. Finally she 
said she would go back and report his 
conduct to her uncle, Mr. A. J. Drexel! 
After a few experiences of that sort we 
concluded to drop the name ‘‘Childs- 
Drexel Home” and substitute therefor the 
Union Printers’ Home. It is a home 
for union printers, not for all printers. 
I ask that when you refer to the Home 
you do so not as the Printers’ Home, 
but by its full title, the Union Printers’ 
Home. It is for members of the organ- 
ization who have belonged to it for five 
years and are incapacitated by reason of 
injury, sickness or age. We find that the 
unfair employers in our trade do not 
provide homes for the incapacitated ‘free 
and independent”? non-union workers. 

This institution has been successfully 
managed by trade unionists. No _ per- 
sons are eligible to membership on its 
board of trustees but members of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union. Every 
dollar of the seven or eight hundred 
thousand contributed for its support, ex- 
cept the ten thousand dollars I spoke 
of and one thousand dollars of which 
we can only use the interest, has been 
contributed by the members of the In- 
ternational Typographical Union. At our 
Colorado Springs Convention, notwith- 
standing the fact that we had a ten 
per cent. assessment for another pur- 
pose, we raised the tax for the Home to 
fifteen cents per capita per month. 

I do not know whether this is the best 
form beneficence could take. It is a ques- 
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tion from one side, but not from the 
other, and that is its advertising value. 
I have no doubt its advertising value to 
the International Typographical Union 
was a great factor in holding our mem- 
bers together in winning the eight-hour 
day. I believe we can not estimate in 
dollars and cents the value of one life 
we have saved in the tuberculosis sani- 
tarium. We have restored to the craft 
numbers of our members who have come 
there afflicted with tuberculosis in the 
second and third stages. We can not, un- 
fortunately, persuade all of those afflicted 
to come when in the first stage. As 
a result about fifty per cent. of the 
number we get are in the last part of 
the second stage or in the third, and all 
we can do is to endeavor to prolong their 
lives. The machinery installed in our 
trade is to blame for some of the cases. 
We now advise our membership, owing 
to the experience we have had and the 
cases that have come before us, that 
while they may be conservative in pre- 
senting wage scales and demands for re- 
duction of hours, to be absolutely radical 
in demanding sanitary conditions in the 
workshop. 

Members are admitted on indorsement 
by local unions, who pay all expenses of 
the applicant to the Home. Everything 
else is furnished by the Home—food, 
clothing, medical attendance, ete. A 
corps of trained nurses has charge of 
the hospital under supervision of the 
Home’s physician. 

I do not know that I can add any- 
thing to what I have said. The city of 
Colorado Springs presented us with 
eighty acres of land, then comparatively 
worthless, but now land along the front- 
age line is valued by real estate men at 
one thousand dollars an acre, but can 
not be purchased even at that price, and 
I presume our land could not be bought 
now for two hundred thousand dollars, 
as it has been greatly improved. We 
hold the value of the entire institution, 
buildings, stock and land at one million 
dollars. The Home has survived all its 
troubles, and the membership have now 
complete confidence in the institution 
and the Board of Trustees. From now 
on, as far as the management goes, as 
the Home conduct goes and as its bene- 
fits are concerned, it will be a distinct 
success. 

We prepared yesterday five hundred 
pictures and five hundred sets of postal 
cards for the members and visitors. We 
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did not guard them very carefully, so 
some of the people who attended secured 
a plentiful supply, and others did not se- 
cure any. If there are any here to-day 
who desire pictures or postcards, if they 
will leave their cards with me I will see 
that they are sent to their addresses. I 
will be pleased to answer any questions 
in regard to the Home that may be 
asked at any time. 

Vice-President Duncan—I move _ that 
after the anouncements have been made 
the Convention adjourn to meet at nine 
o'clock to-morrow morning, the commit- 
tees to act to-day, and as this is the 
last day the delegates will have to in- 
troduce resolutions without the unanimous 
consent of the Convention, that the Secre- 


tary receive such resolutions until five 
o’clock this afternoon. (Seconded and 
carried.) 


President Gompers announced the fol- 
lowing changes in the membership of 
committees: Joseph Gibbons, substituted 
for Robert S.° Maloney, who is not 
in attendance on the Convention, on 
the Committee on Education, and J. B. 
Kuhn, substituted for Frederick Shane 
on the same committee. 

President Gompers announced that he 
would appoint members of the Committee 
on Federated Trades Bodies to fill the 
places of Delegate Longstreet, of the 
United Brotherhood of Teamsters, and 
Delegate W. B. Wilson, of the United 
Mine Workers, who were not in attend- 
ance on the Convention. 

Delegate Smith announced that the 
Central Labor Union of Washington, D. 
C., would later in the Convention ask that 
the next Convention be held in that city. 

A similar statement was made in re- 
gard to Toronto, Canada, by a Canadian 
delegate. 

At the close of the session the follow- 
ing resolutions were introduced and re- 


ferred by President Gompers to the 
proper committees: 
Resolution No. 387—By Delegates Jo 


Evans and J. F. McHugh, of the Jour- 
neymen Stone Cutters’ Association of 
North America: 


WHEREAS, There is at present a dual 
organization of stone cutters. styling 
themselves ‘‘The National Stone Cutters’ 
Association,’’ and 

WHEREAS, This association is formed 
solely of seceders from the parent body, 
“The Journeymen- Stone Cutters’ Associa- 
tion of North America,’ and 

WHEREAS, This dual organization was 
formed and is governed and controlled by 
the Employers’ Association, who use it 
as a menace and a means of disruption 
to organized labor, sending its members 
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as strike breakers into every locality 
where trouble occurs between the Em- 
ployers and the Journeymen Stone Cut- 
ters’ Association of North America; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED,. By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That all local and 
central bodies affiliated with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor are hereby di- 
rected not to sit as delegates with the 
members of the aforesaid ‘‘National Stone 
Cutters’ Association’ in any local or cen- 
tral body; and that the Journeymen Stone 
Cutters’ Association of North America, 
which is affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, shall be sustained 
in every possible manner by every mem- 
ber of the American Federation of La- 
bor in the protection of their organiza- 
tion and the enforcement of their rights. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 38—By the Cigarmakers’ 
Delegation: 


WHEREAS, The Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union of America, through a 
want of - necessity, to protect the in- 
terests of the cigarmakers, created an 
emblem known as the Blue Label, to be 
placed on each box of cigars, thereby 
guaranteeing the consumer that the ci- 
gars contained therein are manufactured 
under sanitary conditions and by com- 
petent workmen; and 

WHEREAS, The Blue Label of the 
Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
America represents the eight-hour work 
day and fair paid labor, thereby making 


the pronounced distinction between 
coolie, trust, tenement house and child 
labor; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled at Denver, Colo., re-endorse’ the 
Blue Label of the Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union of America. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 39—-By Delegate Andrew 
Furuseth, of the International Seamen's 
Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The merchant seamen 
under our flag are still suffering under 
“involuntary servitude’’—being compelled 
in a foreign port in the foreign trade, to 
continue to labor against their will on 
pain of imprisonment; and 

WHEREAS, Hon. Mr. Spight, of Mis- 
sissippi, during the last session of the 
present Congress introduced H. R. 14655 to 
amend the laws relating to American 
seamen, etc., that seeks to remove this 
injustice as well as to remedy many 
other wrongs hoary with age under 
which seamen suffer. and thus opening 
up a possibility of the native American 
boy seeking the sea; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Convention assembled, 
that we endorse this bill and urge its 
adoption; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be 
sent to Mr. Spight, to the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the 
House, and the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 40—By Delegate Chas. 
E. Jeske, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 


WHEREAS, A resolution was _intro- 
duced at the Norfolk Convention asking 
for an organizer for Southern Wisconsin, 
and referred to the Executive Council 
for action, and since no organizer has 
been sent to this day; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to send an organizer to 
Wisconsin in compliance with Resolu- 
tion No. 9% of the Norfolk Convention. 


Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 


Resolution No. 41—By Delegate Edward 
Stack, of the International Seamen’s 
Union: 


WHEREAS, Great Britain has enacted 
that no person shall be signed on any 
vessel as an able seaman unless he shall 
have served at least three years at sea 
on deck, and no person, unless he be 
a subject of the Empire, shall be signed 
on any vessel unless he shall have suffi- 
cient knowledge of the English language 
to understand orders given on board; and 

WHEREAS, These laws have excluded 
a large number of inefficient men from 
English vessels, which men are now 
crowding into American vessels; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled, that we protest 
against the still further deterioration of 
the personnel in our Merchant Marine and 
demand that laws similar to the English 
in this regard be enacted by our Con- 
gress; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this reso- 
lution be submitted to the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the 
House, to the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate, and to the Commission on 
Laws Relating to the Safety of Life 
at Sea. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 42—By Delegate A. 
Kahn, of the International Association 
of Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 


WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Fur Workers of the United 
States and Canada has exerted its best 
efforts to organize this industry; and 

WHEREAS, We succeeded in organiz- 
ing three new local unions in New York 
City: and 

WHEREAS, We have been severely 
hampered and injured by the Industrial 
Workers of the World, who forced us 
to appeal to the law and employ counsel; 
anc 

WHEREAS, Our treasury has become 
completely depleted and we now have an 
opportunity to have our label agreement 
signed by some sixty-two shops, adding 
about 2,000 new members to our Inter- 
national Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at Denver, Colo., in- 
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struct the proper officer to issue a loan 
of five hundred ($0.00) dollars to our 
International Union, to be repaid in Feb- 
ruary or April, 1909. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 43—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, of the California State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There are in this country 
some three millions of agricultural work- 
ers and laborers, who seek work wherever 
it can be found, having no homes, chiefly 
because their earnings are such as to 
prevent them from assuming family re- 
sponsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, These men need organiza- 
tion as much as any men now in our 
country; and 

WHEREAS, It is to the highest inter- 
est of our movement that these men 
should be acquainted with our movement 
that they may learn to love it; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of their condi- 
tion they can do but little for themselves, 
_—— ially in the beginning; therefore, be 


‘RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Organization be instructed to go care- 
fully into the form of organization that 
might be useful to agricultural workers 
with a view of the American Federation 
of Labor putting forth all the force avail- 
able to help organization amongst these 
men. 

Referred to Committee on Organization. 

Resolution No. 44—By Delegate Frank 
Detlef, of the International Wood Carv- 
ers’ Association of North America: 

RESOLVED, That jurisdiction over 
the Machine and Spindle Wood Carvers 
is hereby given by the delegates assem- 
bled in the Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor, to the International Wood Carv- 
ers’ Association of North America, 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 45—By Delegate J. J. 
Handley, of the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council: 

Amend Section 2 of Article II to read: 
The establishment of national and inter- 
national trade unions, recognizing the 
autonomy of each trade based upon a 
close federation of all trades industrially, 
and the promotion and advancement of 
such bodies. 

Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 46—By the Delegates 
from the International Seamen’s Union 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The law enacted by the last 
sesion of Congress, delegating tothe in- 
spection service the power to determine 
the number of officers and men to be em- 
ployed on steam vessels, passenger and 
freight; such law providing no stand- 
ards of either skill, language or num- 
bers by which such inspectors are to be 
guided; and 

WHEREAS, This law has already 
worked great mischief and confusion 
and has reduced the crews both in skill 
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and in numbers, such being done upon 
recommendation of ship owners, thereby 
endangering life and property at sea 
and increasing the hardships of sailors 
and firemen who were already too 
severely burdened; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled, that we con- 
demn this law as dangerous to human 
life, and demand that it be amended so 
as to provide a proper standard of skill 
and a sufficient knowledge of the En- 
glish language to understand and obey 
orders given on shipboard, and a suffi- 
cient number to furnish each lifeboat on 
vessels carrying passengers with two 
skilled sailors to manage such boat in 
case of danger; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That a copy of these 
resolutions be submited to the Com- 
mittee on Merchant Marine and Fisher- 
ies of the House, to the Committee on 
Commerce of the Senate, and the Com- 
mission on Revision of Laws Relating to 
the Safety of Life at Sea. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 47—By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, Wm. D. Huber, Wm. Sexton, J. 
P. O'Reilly, Thos. Flynn, S._ Boitterill 
and M. J. O’Brien, of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners of Ameri- 
ca: 


WHEREAS, An agreement was entered 
into between the representatives of the 
Amalgamated Wood Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America and the repre- 
sentatives of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America at 
the Twenty-Sixth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor, held 
at Minneapolis, Minn., in 196, distinctly 
stipulating that complete amalgamation 
shall take place within two years from 
November 1, 1906, and that any evasion or 
violation of said agreement by either or- 
ganization shall merit immediate revoca- 
tion of the charter of the organization 
so violating; and . 

WHEREAS, The agreement was con- 
curred in by said American Federation of 
Labor Convention, with but one dissent- 
ing vote; and 

WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America en- 
dorsed said agreement by referendum 
vote, as recommended by its Executive 
Officers; and 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Wood 
Workers’ Intérnational Union did not en- 
dorse the plan of amalgamation, as tneir 
Executive Officers did not recommend 
same, but, on the contrary, advocated 
distinct and separate organizations (see 
page 270, Proceedings of the Norfolk Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor to fe ar this out); and 

WHEREAS, The stipulated two years’ 
time having now expired, within which 
amalgamation should have taken place; 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to forthwith carry 
out the preamble of said agreement and 
revoke the charter of the Amalgamated 
Wood Workers’ International Union of 
America. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 
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Resolution No, 48—By Delegate C. O. 
Young, of the Oregon State Federation of 
Labor (presented by request): 


The purpose of this communication is to 

bring to your attention a matter which 
is of vital importance to a great number 
of toilers who are now partially organ- 
ized, and who, if proper recognition was 
secured to them, would augment their 
numbers three-fold in a short space of 
time. 
The Longshoremen on the Pacific Coast 
were at one time affiliated with an organ- 
ization chartered from the American I'ed- 
eration of Labor as the International 
Longshoremen’s Association, with head- 
quarters at Detroit, Michigan. 

The organization under this name grew 
both upon the shores of the Great Lakes, 
Pacific Coast and elsewhere. Some years 
after the formation of said International 
Longshoremen’s Association, on account 
of its organizers on the Lakes being able 
to organize and control branches of in- 
dustry not in any way connected with 
Longshore work, its officers saw fit to 
extend the name, and, as a consequence, 
its scope of jurisdiction. The name 
adopted is known as ‘“‘The International 
Longshore Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association.” 

It will perhaps be no news to your 
Convention to tell you that the exten- 
sion to the name was made without the 
consultation of the officers or body of the 
American Federation of Labor, and the 
further fact that the organization named 
is not now recognized by the American 
Federation of Labor as the International 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association, But is officially recog- 
nized by its former name, the ‘“‘Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s A‘ssociation.” 

While, on the Lakes, the organization 
with its extended name was able to con- 
trol its extension of jurisdiction to a 
great extent, not so on the Pacific Coast. 
Much difficulty was experienced in the 
extension of organization and control of 
work to conform to the new name. Juris- 
dictional strife arose between the Inter- 
national Longshore, Marine and Trans- 
port Workers’ Association locals and 
another organization closely allied with 
them, and, as a consequence of the con- 
tinual controversy relative to the ex- 
tended jurisdiction of the International 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association, the locals on the Pacific 
Coast were compelled to relinquish their 
charters in order that they might have 
some semblance of organization. Let it 
be understood that the Longshoremen of 
the Pacific did not withdraw from their 
international in a spirit of secession or 
rebellion, but on account of circum- 
stances over which they had no control 
they were forced to cease their affiliation 
with the International Longshore, Ma- 
rine and Transport Workers’ Association. 

The Longshoremen have never been 
and are not now, antagonistic to the 
principles of the American Federation of 
Labor, and it has always been their de- 
sire to be in affiliation with the great 
labor movement of this continent. 

As a matter of fact, some of the locals 
on the Coast retained their charters from 
the International Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ Association until a 
short time ago, in the hope of some re- 


lief. But after the rejection of the award 
of President Gompers (of which you are 
familiar) the remaining locals—those of 
the Columbia River—ceased their affilia- 
tion. After being compelled to cease 
affiliation in the various ports, for most 
part the locals remained for some time 
distinct, independent locals, forming 
federations as time went on with nearby 
locals. A kind of water front central 
body, as it were, assuming various names. 

In August of this year a call was sent 
out to the various locals and branches 
by two Federations of different localities 
for a meeting of elected delegates of the 
various locals on the Coast, with the ob- 
ject in view of forming a combined or- 
ganization under one federation. The con- 
vention was called for Monday, September 
oH 1908, and did convene at that time, and 
formed what is now known as The 
Longshoremen’s Union of The Pacific, 
having now affiliated thirty-five hundred 
members. And if affiliation could be had 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
the number of members in affiliation could 
be made to easily reach ten thousand in 
a short time. This brief story is pre- 
sented to your Convention for the pur- 
pose of bringing your attention to the 
condition of this craft in the locality 
named. 

We want you to realize that we are 
not seceders or rebels. 

We want to impress upon the dele- 
gates assembled that we earnestly ask 
for affiliation. 

We desire to impress upon you the im- 
possibility of maintaining our organiza- 
tions under affiliations with the Interna- 
tional Longshore, Marine and Transport 
Workers’ Association for reasons already 
set forth, and known to most of the rep- 
resentatives present. 

Now, in conclusion, we ask your Con- 
vention to consider this communication 
as an application for affiliation in some 
way with the American Federation of La- 
bor, and appeal to your good judgment 
to consider our honest appeal, asking you 
to allow discussion of the merits upon 
the floor of the Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. C. WILLIAMS, 
President, Longshoremen of the Pacific. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 49—By the International 
Typographical Union Delegation, the In- 
ternational Printing Pressmen and As- 
sistants Union Delegation, and _ the 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders Delegation: 

WHEREAS, A contest of unusual di- 
mensions and extreme bitterness has been 
in progress for some years in the city 
of Akron, Ohio, one of the leading in- 
dustrial centers of the Middle West, be- 
tween local unions of many trades and 
an Employers’ Association, which latter 
body has succeeded in destroying a num- 
ber of labor organizations by the merci- 
less use of injunctions, lockouts, black- 
lists, ete.: and 

WHEREAS, In a contest between the 
International Unions of the printing 
trade and the unfair Werner Publishing 
Company of. Akron, a private detective 
Yost his life: and 

WHEREAS, Two union men are, we 
believe, unjustly held responsible for the 
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death of the agent of the unfair firm; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to make immediate in- 
vestigation of all the circumstances sur- 
rounding the tragedy herein recited, and 
if it is found that the result justifies 
support and defense of the lives and 
liberty of the trade unionists involved, 
the Council be empowered to urge the 
affiliated international, state and local 
organizations to contribute to a defense 
fund to secure for the accused a fair 
and impartial trial; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be and hereby is instructed to take 
proper steps to reorganize the trades in 
which no unions exist, and to strengthen 
such locals as require assistance in the 
city of Akron, Ohio. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 50—By Delegate Ed- 
ward H. Ellis, of the Michigan Feder- 
ation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, One of the _ principal 
objects of the American Federation of 
Labor is the encouragement and forma- 
tion of local trades unions in every city, 
as set forth in Article II, Section 1, of 
the Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, There is no city or sec- 
tion of the country where organized la- 
bor is in a more deplorable and terror- 
ized condition than in Battle Creek, 
Mich., the home of C. W. Post; and 

WHEREAS, A few brave union men 
are standing together and fighting for 
their rights in spite of a strong combi- 
nation against them, captained by the 
of the greatest enemies of organized la- 
bor in this country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the atention of the 
American Federation of Labor in Con- 
vention assembled, and all the interna- 
tional officers in attendance at said 
Twenty-Highth Anual Convention, is 
called to the unorganized condition of 
the workers of that city, and that some 
effort be made to send organizers of the 
American Federation of Labor, as well 
as organizers of the various’ interna- 
tionals, to that city to work in conjunc- 
tion with the Central body and locals; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are requested to take up 
this matter at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 51—By Delegate D. 
D’Alessandro, of the International Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers’ Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, In localities other than 
cities and thickly settled centers, in 
the digging and construction of work 
undertaken by the federal and_ state 
governments, as well as by private cor- 
porations, conditions which are destruc- 
tive of health and morals and dangerous 
to life generally obtain; that is, the 
workmen are generally huddled in large 
numbers in tiers of bunks, in _ freight 
cars, in cabooses, in sheds, with plain 
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sufficient 
room for the men to lie in rows, where 
for months at a time they have neither 
the facilities nor the opportunity to dis- 
robe or attend to the most ordinary re- 
quirements of cleanliness and necessary 


boards for beds, with only 


changes of ciothing, thereby impairing 
not only their own health, but helping 
to spread filth and disease among the 
people with whom they come in contact 
after the season’s work is closed; and 
WHEREAS, Such condition of affairs 
is not only -brutal to the men employed 
on such work, but is dangerous to all 
our people and is repugnant to the spirit 
and concept of our time; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled hereby expresses its abhorence and 
condemnation of such treatment ac- 
corded to human _ beings; and, be it 


further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby directed to demand 
from the Federal Congress such legisla- 
tion and from the executive heads and 
governmental departments that’ they 
shall provide for such laws and regu- 
lations as will afford workmen engaged 
in the lines of work indicated in the pre- 
ambles to these resolutions, such quar- 
ters and sleeping accommodations as will 
conform to some such reasonable de- 
gree of sanitary and healthful condi- 
tions as can be provided in the prosecu- 
tion of such work; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the same efforts be 
made by the officers of the Federation 
of Labor of the different states, coming 
within the jurisdiction of the various 
states, and that copies of these  pre- 
ambles and resolutions be furnished by 
the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to the officers of such 
State Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Commitee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 52—By Max Morris, of 
the Retail Clerks International Protec- 
tive Association: 


WHEREAS, The economic platform of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
adopted by the Minneapolis Convention 
and re-affirmed and amended by the 
Norfolk Convention, among other planks 
in its platform, affirms its’ belief in 
“Women Suffrage co-equal with man 
suffrage;’’ and 

WHEREAS, In the annual report at 
the last National Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, it was 
expressly stated that it was the ‘‘tmuch 
abused trade union movement’ which 
stands for the recognition of the rights, 
political, social, moral and industrial, of 
women;”’ therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
KRighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, does now re- 
affirm this platform and expresses _ its 


belief in the need of full political 
equality for all women. That this politi- 
cal equality is as necessary to their 


economic independence as it is for their 
brothers in all branches of labor, and 
we pledge the affiliated unions of the 
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land to earnestly work for this political 
freedom. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No, 53—By Delegate James 
Kotera, of the South Omaha Central 
Labor Council: 

Present conditions within South Omaha 
demand that the work of organization 
be pushed with all possible vigor. Since 
the great strike of 1904 in all packing 
centers, the unions among the packing 
house employes of South Omaha have 
been utterly demoralized, and are in need 
of assistance at the present time. Pres- 
ent conditions and local sentiment make 
the time of re-organization strategic. 

Furthermore the Clerks, Bartenders, 
Cigarmakers, Steam Fitters and other 
locals, who in the past have maintained 
unions, could be organized at the present 
time with great added strength to all con- 
cerned in the labor movement. 

WHEREAS, The above statement of 
facts shows to a small degree the need, 
desirability and assured success of im- 
mediate action in the reorganization of 
dismembered unions; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Central Labor 
Union of South Omaha, Neb., that we 
urge the Organization Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, to send a salaried or- 
ganizer to said city to spend a consider- 
able time among the packing house em- 
ployes and other unions, as the local 
Central body shall direct. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No, 54—By. Delegate J. 
Mahlon Barnes, of the Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Ricardo Flores Magon, 
Antonio I. Villarreal, Librado Rivera, 
and other members of the Mexican Lib- 
eral Party, were arrested in Los Angeles, 
California, August 23, 1907, at the instance 
of the Mexican government, and have 
since been detained in prison, while ex- 
traordinary effort has been made to 
extradite them; and 

WHEREAS, The Mexican government, 
as prosecutor, has succeeded in inducing 
the American authorities to hold them 
on varying criminal charges, ranging 
from petty larceny to that of murder; 
and 

WHEREAS, The several charges, in 
turn and of necessity, have been aban- 
doned when fully refuted by legal testi- 
mony, and the one active charge remain- 
ing is that of endeavoring to invade 
Mexico with an armed force, all of which 
proves by court records that these men 
are not criminals in any sense. If offen- 
ders at all, political offenders only; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor extends its earnest sym- 
pathy to the aforesaid Magon, Villarreal, 
Rivera, et al., and commends to all 
affiliated organizations the consideration 
of proper means for their defense. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 55—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The carriage and auto- 
mobile upholsterers or trimmers of the 
country are practically unorganized, and 
because of this fact the employers inthat 
industry are introducing an unlimited 
number of apprentices to learn the trade, 
with a view of flooding the market with 
labor of that class; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America real- 
ize that uniess the carriage and automo- 
bile upholsterers or trimmers are prop- 
erly organized and a stop put to the 
efforts of the employers to flood the 
market with so-called mechanics who 
have only learned to do a small part of 
the work required of a competent 
mechanic, this class of men will eventu- 
ally be used as strike breakers in the 
future when disputes arise with the em- 
ployers, and as a consequence it will 
affect all branches of the upholstering 
craft and be a menace to the welfare of 
our membership at large. 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America believe 
that the men in that industry can be 
successfully organized, and we are ready 
to place organizers in the field to bring 
about this result; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor recognize the full 
jurisdiction of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America over 
this class of work, and that the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor in- 
struct their organizers to co-operate in 
every way possible for the purpose of 
thoroughly organizing the craft. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 56—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, The _ Building Trades 
Councils in the cities of Oakland, Cal., 
San Jose, Cal., Sacramento, Cal., and 
San Francisco, Cal., have affiliated with 
them unions of carpet mechanics; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America has 
complete and entire jurisdiction of car- 
pet layers, cutters and measurers; and 

WHEREAS, The ‘arpet Mechanies’ 
Unions affiliated with the above men- 
tioned bodies have seceded from the Up- 
holsterers’ International Union of North 
America; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor request all national unions affiliated 
to notify their local unions seated in the 
above mentioned Building Trades Coun- 
cils to use their good offices in order 
to induce the Carpet Mechanics to affili- 
ate with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America; therefore, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
Carpet Mechanics failing to apply for a 
charter of affiliation from the Uphols- 
terers’ International Union within sixty 
days from the date of adjournment of 
this Convention the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
shall request all local unions seated in 
the above mentioned bodies to unseat 








154 


Carpet Mechanics’ locals not affiliated 
with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America. 

Referred to Committee on Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution No. 57—By Delegates D. D. 
Mulcahy and Richard Braunschweig, of 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Inter- 
national Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The delegates representing 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union introduced a set of pre- 
ambles and resolutions in the Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor held in Norfolk, 
Va., known as Resolution No, 119, and 
printed on page 270 of the proceedings 
of that Coavention; and 

WHEREAS, That instrument recited 
the record and position of the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers’ International Union 
in relation to the American Federation 
of Labour; and 

WHEREAS, Said Convention decided 
that the President and Secretary of the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union and the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, together 
with the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, should meet and make 
recommendations to both organizations 
in controversy; and 

WHEREAS, The meeting was held at 
Washington, D. C., January 25, 1908, 
which adjourned to convene in Indian- 
apolis, March 19th. Owing to circum- 
stances the second conference was post- 
poned by President Gompers; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Amal- 
gamated Woodworkers’ International 
Union submitted a proposition on April 
18th, which appears in the report of 
the proceedings of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
held in Chicago, June 138, 1908. This propo- 
sition was submitted to the United 
Brotherhod of Carpenters and Joiners by 
President Gompers. No information has 
been given to the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union as to ac- 
tion thereon by the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners; and 

WHEREAS, In October, 1998, a propo- 
sition in accordance with the Minneapolis 
agreement was submitted to the mem- 
bership of the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union through the 
referendum which was defeated; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention de- 
mand that the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners desist from fur- 
ther molesting or interfering with the 
Amalgamted Woodworkers’ International 
Union in exercising their right to or- 
ganize and maintain local unions of fac- 
tory workers as defined in charter is- 
sued by the American Federation of La- 
bor to the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ 
International Union of America. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 58—By the Journeymen 
Tailors and the Garment Workers dele- 
gations: 

WHEREAS, The courts of our country 
in several instances have denied us our 
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constitutional rights, and have Seemmeaaie 
enjoined us from doing that against which 
there is no moral or civil law, and have 
restrained us from doing many things 
which are essential to the life and wel- 
fare of organized labor; and 
WHEREAS, Up to this time they have 
not enjoined us from putting union labels 
on products made by our hands for our 
employers who want labels on their out- 
put, and as we have not been enjoined 
from requesting our friends to patronize 
union-made products, nor enjoined from 
mentioning that there are union labels in 
this country; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That all delegates of this 
Convention, upon their return home, 
preach with greater energy than ever be- 
fore the gospel of earnest work and fidel- 
ity for and to the label, and to insist that 
their organizations make its supply and 
demand one of the paramount objects in 
the field of their endeavor to uplift the 
wage earners of our common country. 
Referred to Committee on Labels. 
Resolution No. 59—By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 
WHEREAS, In Boston, Mass., and 
vicinity, the JDistrict Council of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America have instituted a 
campaign of proselytism among the al- 
ready organized members of the Inter- 
national Union of Shipwrights; and 
WHEREAS, The methods employed 
emulate those of the life insurance com- 
panies of our country, namely, they of- 
fer to pay greater financial benefits to 
seceders and others than that which 
they (the seceders) were already guar- 
anteed by thelnternational Union of their 
trade; and 
WHEREAS, The employment of such 
vicious and discreditable methods, within 
the trades union movement, are a men- 
ace and a hindrance to the advancement 
of that noble cause, inasmuch as it has 
caused some of our most ardent and de- 
voted workers to retire in disgust from 
the trades union movement altogether; 
therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, As a remedy for so de- 
plorable a condition within our great 
movement, that section 1, article XI, of 
the Constitution of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor be amended to read as 
follows: ‘‘No Central Labor Union, or 
any other Central Body of delegates, shall 
admit to, or retain’ in their councils, 
delegates from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other 
body, national or international, hostile to 
any affiliated organization, or that has 
been suspended or expelled by, or not 
connected with, a national or international 
organization of their trade herein affili- 
ated, or whose membership in part, or in 
whole, have seceded from or refuse to 
affiliate with the national or international 
organization of their trade, under penalty 
of having their charter revoked for vio- 
lation of the same. subject to appeal to 
the next Convention.’ 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 
Resolution No. 60—By Delegates J. J. 


Sullivan and W. F. Costello, of the In- 
ternational Association of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers: 


en 


— 
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WHEREAS, Article XI, Section 8, of 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
stitution stipulates specifically that no 
Central body affiliated with the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor’ shall _ reject 
credentials presented by a duly elected 
or appointed delegation of a local union 
chartered by a national or international 
union having affiliation with the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Several locals of the In- 
ternational Asociation of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers have made application for 
affiliation with Central bodies affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
and the same have been rejected; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the incoming of- 
ficers of the American Federation of La- 
bor immediately notify all Central 
bodies affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that they shall imme- 
diately comply with Article XI, Section 
8, of the American Federation of Labor 
Constitution, 

Refered to. Committee on Local and 


Federated Bodies. 

Resolution No. 61—By Delegate C. O. 
Young, of the Oregon State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor meet 
from time to time in various localities, 
for the purpose of transacting the neces- 
sary business coming before that body; 


ane 

WHEREAS, It has been the custom, 
to some extent at least, for the Council 
to meet in such locality or city as will 
serve the best interests of the general 
movement; and 

WHEREAS, The Council has never 
met on the Pacific Coast, outside of San 
Francisco; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Council be re- 
quested to hold a meeting as early as 
possible in the coming year, in either of 
the cities of Portland, Ore.; Seattle, or 
Tacoma, Wash., in order that the locali- 
ties named may have the benefit and in- 
spiration necessarily induced by those 
meetings, and also be the means of al- 
lowing the membership to become ac- 
quainted as far as possible with the 
representatives of our great movement, 
and to hear their words of counsel and 
advice, which will naturally induce a 
greater activity and determination to 
preserve; and, in the last analysis, be 
of great benefit to the movement as a 
whole. 

Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
Resolution No. 62—By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 


WHEREAS, The dispute between Lo- 
eal Union No. 60, Shipwrights’ Interna- 
tional, and Local Union No. 696, United 
Brotherhood Carpenters and Joiners of 
America (located at Tampa, Fla.), as 
contained in Resolution No. 89 of the 
Norfolk Convention, was referred (by 


said Convention), on recommendation of 
Committee on Adjustment, to the gen- 
eral officers of the respective interna- 
tional unions; and 

WHEREAS, The General President of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, reporting on the 
subject-matter to the International 
Union of Shipwrights, stated that upon 
investigation he had found the matter 
had been satisfactorily settled by a com- 
mittee representing the two local unions 
interested; and 

WHEREAS, Third Vice-President 
Hankins of the International Union of 
Shipwrights (domiciled at Tampa, Fla.), 
reports that nothing whatsoeverhas been 
done to adjust the grievance; that mem- 
bers of Local 696, United Brotherhood 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, still 
continue to work for less than the stand- 
ard rate of shipwrights’ wages, and also 
work in harmony with non-union ship 
caulkers, thereby perpetuating the open 
shop; and 

WHEREAS, Such conduct on the part 
of members of Local No. 696, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
is contrary to the principles of organized 
labor and should not be tolerated; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the delegates at- 
tending this Twenty-Eighth Annual 
Convention request the President of the 
American Federation of Labor to _ in- 
struct a district organizer to proceed to 
Tampa, Fla., and investigate this griev- 
ance with a view of bringing about an 
amicable settlement between the two 
local unions interested. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 68—By Delegate Arthur 
Kahn, of the International Association of 
Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 

WHEREAS, The Fur Workers are in 
a continuous struggle for the betterment 
of their conditions; and 

VHEREAS, They can be successful 
only by and through the aid of organ- 
ized labor and its friends; therefore, be 


t 

RESOLVED, That we request of the 
members of organized labor and its 
friends to ask for the label of the In- 
ternational Association of Fur Workers 
of the United States and Canada when- 
ever purchasing fur garments, and that 
the Twenty-Fighth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor ap- 
peals to all sympathizers to do likewise, 
and that we request all trade and labor 
papers to turn the attention of their 
readers to the label of said organization. 

teferred to Committee on Labels 

Resolution No. 64—By Delegate W. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 174, of the 
Norfolk Convention, relates to the inves- 
tigation and reorganization of the Inter- 
national Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union 
by the Executive Council: and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council, 
acting in a fair and impartial manner, 














156 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


held a meeting at Washington in Janu- 
ary, 1908. The defendant not being pres- 
ent, the Executive Council decided to 
refer the subject-matter to a sub-com- 
mittee to meet in New York City for 
further investigation; and 

WHEREAS, Said sub-committee met 
in New York City, April 17th and 18th, 
the matter was taken up, both sides 
represented, and as no agreement could 
be reached, the sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee suggested that a 
referee be appointed by the Executive 
Council, who shall be impartial and not 
familiar with the subject-matter in ques- 
tion and his decision to be final; and 

WHEREAS, Both sides agreed to ac- 
cept the suggestion of the sub-committee 
of the Executive Council; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council ap- 
pointed Mr. Cornelius Ford, of Hoboken, 
as arbitrator, who was not known to 
the parties to this controversy; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ford had summoned 
the representatives of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union and 
Local 10 to a conference, to be held in 
New York City, May 20, 1908, both sides 
represented; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ford rendered the fol- 
lowing decision, viz.: 

‘1, That the General Executive Board 
reinstate the Amalgamated Ladies’ Gar- 
meint Cutters’ Association of Greater 
New York, formerly Local 10 of the In- 
ternational Union, to full membership 
and benefits as existed previous to the 
revocation of charter. 

“9. That every effort be made by the 
General Executive Board, which will 
clearly and specfically define the duties 
of district councils and local unions. 

“3. That Local No. 10 furnish a Gen- 
eral Local Board with the duplicate 
green sheets of the financial secertary’s 
day book, provided by the General Office, 
and also to send in a quarterly financial 
report, ending March, June, September 
and December, and Local No. 10 pay up 
all arrears and assessments and one- 
half the per capita. 

“4. Shop meetings to be called for all 
branches of the trade working in one 
particular shop. The business agents of 
the Tailors and Cutters to be present at 
such meetings whenever possible. 

“5. That the question of the status of 
Local No. 53, or its membership, be de- 
cided as follows: To resume former re- 
lationship with No. 10.” And 

HEREAS, Said decision was endorsed 
by the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor: and 

WHEREAS, Local No. 10 has received 
and accepted said decision of Arbitrator 
Ford; and 

WHEREAS, The International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers’ Union has failed to 
comply with the decision; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Ladies’ Gurment Workers 
be revoked, and the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
empowered to call a Convention of all 
unions of the craft for the purpose of re- 
organizing the International Ladies’ Gar- 
= Workers’ Union upon trade union 
lines. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 65—By Delegate Arnold 
B. MacStay, of the New York City Fed- 
erated Union: 


WHEREAS, At the Norfolk Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
Resolution No. 159 was introduced by 
Delegate James P. Holland, representing 
the New York Central Federated Union, 
relating to the controversy between the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paper Hangers and the Paper Hangers. 
Said resolution was amended, instructing 
the Executive Council to give a complete 
hearing of the Paper Hangers’ grievance, 
and to settle the same consistent with the 
laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and report results to the next Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

ESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to make a 
report at this Convention of their findings, 
and refer the same to the proper com- 
mittees, so that a settlement of the diffi- 
culty complained of can be permanently 
settled at this Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 66—By Delegates T. J. 
Sullivan, Jere L. Sullivan, John H. Wal- 
lace, Thos. S. Farrell and W. Q. Sulli- 
van, of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
ployes International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders International League of Amer- 
ica: 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that the women wage earners of this 
country are forced to labor under dis- 
tressing and inhuman conditions, working 
long hours for miserably small wages, 
nardly sufficient to keep body and soul 
together, and wholly inadequate to main- 
tain them in anything resembling re- 
spectability; and 

WHEREAS, The women employed in 
public service establishments, such as 
hotels, restaurants, cafes and similiar in- 
stitutions are by reason of their unor- 
ganized conditions suffering under a 
species of bondage that should not pre- 
vail in a free country such as ours is 
alleged to be ; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that if the 
organized workers and such organiza- 
tions that seek to ameliorate the dis- 
tressing conditions under which the wo- 
men wage earners of our country are 
forced to labor will lend their assist- 
ance, that with such co-operation our In- 
ternational Union will be able in the 
very near future to produce excellent re- 
sults in establishing and organizing the 
women wage workers employed in the 
hotels, restaurants and similiar public 
service establishments into good, active 
unions; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the or- 
ganized workers of America are opposed 
to intolerable conditions and meager com- 
pensation for all the men and women of 
this land; Government statistics show that 
there are hundreds of thousands of_un- 
organized female workers employed in 
the hotels, restaurants, etc., in these 
United States who by reason of the long 
hours they are compelled to toil and gen- 
erally unsanitary accommodations are 
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seldom free from the necessity of medical 
care and attention; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That we pledge the 
moral assistance of every affiliated or- 
ganization to the before mentioned fe- 
male workers and urge the unionists and 
their friends to endeavor to establish in 
their respective cities unions of these fe- 
male workers. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 67—By Delegates 
Matthew Comerford, Robert A. McKee, 
P. C. Winn and A, M. Huddell, of the 
International Union of Steam Engin- 
eers: 


WHEREAS, The Norfolk Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor did 
order Double Drum_ Hoisters’ Local 
Union No. 11275 to join the International 
Union of Steam Engineers; and 

WHEREAS, Said Double Drum Hois- 
ters’ Local Union has not complied with 
said decision; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of Lo- 
cal Union No. 11275 be revoked. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 68—By Delegate 
Matthew Comerford, of the _ Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers: 


WHEREAS, By order of several suc- 
cessive Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor, the jurisdiction of 
the International Union of Steam En- 
gineers over members of the Steam En- 
gineers’ craft, were fully ratified and 
confirmed, as _ against the contesting 
claims of the United Brewery Workmen; 


and 

WHEREAS, The United Brewery 
Workmen were, by order of the Minne- 
apolis Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, forbidden thereafter to 
initiate into its ranks any person over 
whom the International Union of Steam 
Engineers were given jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, As a result of its con- 
tinued defiance of said order the charter 
of the United Brewery Workmen was 
revoked; and 

WHEREAS, Said charter was by order 
of the Norfolk Convention restored, with 
the understanding that the United Brew- 
ery Workmen would thereafter refrain 
from further interference with the mem- 
bership of the International Union of 
Steam Engineers; and 

WHEREAS, Since the restoration of 
its charter, as at all times before, the 
United Brewery Workmen have refused 
compliance with the mandates of this 
body, and have introduced into its mem- 
bership engineers owing allegiance to 
the International Union of Steam En- 
gineers, greatly to the detriment of said 
body; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen be, and they are, hereby 
- ordered forthwith to surrender to the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
all engineers initiated since the date of 
the Minneapolis Convention, and that it 
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be required hereafter to refrain from 
initiating engineers into their body; and, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That in any city or lo- 
cality where the provisions of this reso- 
lution are not fully complied with, the 
endorsement and support of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor shall be with- 
drawn from the label of the United 
Brewery Workmen, and the Central 
body of such city or locality is hereby 
instructed to unseat all delegates of the 


Brewery Workmen, pending a_ settle- 
egg of the difficulty; and, be it fur- 
ther 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil is hereby instructed to revoke the 
charter of any Central body refusing to 
comply with this decision. 


Referred to Committee an Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 69—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, California State Federation of 


Labor, and David McLennan, San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council: 


WHEREAS, The Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union is 
composed, as the title signifies, of shirt 
and waist makers, cutters, collar and cuff 
makers, as well as bona fide laundry 
workers; and 

WHEREAS, We, the Laundry Workers 
of San Francisco, maintain most emphati- 
cally that shirt makers, waist makers and 
collar and cuff makers belong by every 
reason of their occupation to the Garment 
Workers’ Union, and that all people en- 
gaged in this class of work on the Pacific 
Coast do belong to said Garment Work- 
ers’ Union and that the Garment Work- 
ers’ International Union claims and de- 
sires jurisdiction over all people engaged 
in such work; and 

WHEREAS, This amalgamation of peo- 
ple engaged in such divergent lines of oc- 
cupation threatens the ultimate welfare 
and prosperity of both organizations, and 
as past experience has demonstrated that 
this policy of amalgamation has created 
a disposition to engender strife and foster 
jurisdiction disputes instead of to promote 
a spirit of co-operation; and 

WHEREAS, The Laundry Workers’ 
Union No. 2%, of San Francisco, believe 
on account of the vast numbers of people 
engaged in their particular class of work 
throughout the entire country, that the 
Laundry Workers of all the cities of the 
United States are entitled to, and by 
every reason of equity and justice should 
have, a separate and independent charter; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in regular Convention as- 
sembled does hereby endorse the conten- 
tions of the Laundry Workers and does 
hereby order that the present charter of 
the Shirt, Waist and Laundry Workers’ 
International Union be changed to read, 
International Laundry Workers’ Union, 
and that all persons employed in the 
manufacture of garments under the juris- 
diction of the Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers’ International Union be trans- 
ferred to the United Garment Workers of 
America; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Offi- 
cers of the American Federation of Labor 
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be instructed to inaugurate this change of 
charter as expeditiously as possible. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 70—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 


RESOLVED (1), That permanent rules 
of order and business be made a part of 
laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and that Article III be so amended 
as to not include this Convention com- 
mittee, as by past experience it has been 
shown that the committee’s work is a 
waste of time, and that each Convention 
so amends the report as to fit the temper 
of the times, and that whatever actual 
business before the Convention will be 
transacted, no matter what rules may be 
adopted. (2.) That the hours belonging to 
the legitimate transaction of business be 
not taken up with hair-splitting discussions 
emanating from either obtuseness, obli- 
quity or personal interest, to the detraction 
of actual business; be it the sense of this 
Convention that the present rules of order 
be made permanent for each succeeding 
Convention, and that a three-fifths vote 
be required to change any provision. (3.) 
That the secretary shall prepare and sub- 
mit to the Laws Committee a concrete 
draft of the proposed addition to the laws, 
to be reported to the Convention for 
adoption as permanent provisions, 


Referred to Committee on Rules and 
Order, 


Resolution No. 71—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 

RESOLVED, That the observance of the 
patronage of union products of union men 
and of firms union exclusively shall be 
made as obligatory among union princi- 
ples and tenets as that of maximum 
hours and the minimum wage; that poli- 
tical action shall be an asset of unionism 
and no excuse for non-observance shall 
be countenanced. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 


Resolution No. 72—By Delegates A. B. 
Grout and James J. Dardis, of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass 
Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Buck’s Stove and 
Range Co., of St. Louis, Mo., manufac- 
turers of the Buck's stoves and ranges, 
has all of its polishing, buffing and plat- 
ing done exclusively by non-union men, 
and as far as_ possible discriminate 
against membcrs of labor unions in the 
operation of its factory; and 

WHEREAS, The president of the Buck’s 
Stove and Range Company, Mr. J. ‘ 
VanCleave, who is also president of the 
National Association of Manufacturers, 
has used svch part of the million and a 
half dollars war fund as he has suc- 
ceeded in hoodwinking the membership 
of the Manufacturers’ Association to pay, 
for the purpose of defraying expense 
to prevent legislation from the United 
States Congress in the interest of labor 
and the people generally, and influencing 





political parties from declaring in favor 
of relief prayed for by labor organiza- 
tions; and 

WHEREAS, In pursuance of the ob- 
jects of the said J. W. VanCleave, presi- 
lent of the Buck’s Stove & Range Com- 
pany, and president of the National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers, to disrupt 
labor organizations, he has caused Presi- 
dent Gompers, Vice-President Mitchell 
and Secretary Morrison to be summoned 
in the District Court of Columbia to 
show cause why they should not be pun- 
ished for contempt of court; therefore, 


be it 

RESOLVED, That the editor of The 
American Federationist, the labor press, 
all friendly publications, the committees 
of Central Bodies and all organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor who 
were requested to carry on a “campaign 
of education,’’ at our last Convention, be 
requested to give the facts in this case 
5 widest possible publicity; be it fur- 

er 

RESOLVED, That in order to afford 
the best legal protection possible to those 
who are at present defending themselves 
in the interests of Union Labor, and 
those who may be attacked on account 
of their attitude in the Buck’s Stove & 
Range Company’s case, that the Execu- 
tive Council be authorized to levy special 
assessments, not t6 exceed one cent per 
capita per month, as their judgment de- 
cides is to the interests of the trades 
union movement; therefore, be it further 

RESOLVED, That if the present con- 
tempt proceedings instituted against 
President Gompers, Vice-President Mit- 
chell and Secretary Morrison result in 
their being found guilty.- that on the 
second Sunday after such finding all Cen- 
tral Bodies be requested to hold protest 
meetings and invite friendly societies and 
the general public to participate. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 73—By Delegate Frank 

H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 
Branch: 
_WHEREAS, There are in the city of 
Quincy, Mass., upwards of three thou- 
sand men employed in the shipbuilding in- 
oy id that are unorganized; therefore, 
ve i 

RESOLVED, That the incoming Ex- 
ecutive Council be directed to consider 
the advisability of placing in the city of 
Quincy, Mass., an American Federation 
of Labor Organizer for at least six 
months of the year 1909, 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


Resolution No. 74—By Delegates Frank 
H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 
3ranch, and Wm. H. Frazier, of the In- 
ternational Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, Brother Frank K. Foster 
has been confined to a hospital for up- 
wards of a year, and, according to the 
best medical advice, is beyond recovery; 


and 

WHEREAS, Through his long illness 
all his financial resources have become 
exhausted; through which fact the 
Massachusetts State Branch, American 
Federation of Labor, has opened a fund 
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for the purpose of affording him and his 
family financial relief; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be requested to consider the advis- 
ability of making such an appropriation 
from the general fund of. the American 
Federation of Labor to the Massachu- 
setts State Branch Foster fund as, in 
their opinion, the circumstances warrant. 
Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


No. %—By Delegate P. F. 
of the Quarry Workers In- 


Resolution 
McCarthy, 


ternational Union of North America: 
WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 


that there are at present among the great 
industrial army of toiling workmen, 
thousands of unorganized Italians who 
need the protection of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and its affiliated Na- 
tional and International Unions, and be- 
lieving that the best results can only be 
accomplished by the employment of an 
organizer who can speak the language of 
these people; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, .That the President and 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration shall consider the appointment of 
a man who can-speak, read and write the 
Italian language and best fitted to fill 
the office of organizer, that these people 
may be given the opportunity to under- 
stand the benefit of organization. 
Referred to Committee on Organization. 
Resolution No. 76—By Delegate P. F. 
McCarthy, of the Quarry Workers Inter- 
national Union of North America: 
WHEREAS, That for nearly three years 
the Quarry Workers’ International Union 
has been engaged in controversy with the 
employers of granite workers in Bebe 
Plains, Quebee district, who have organ- 
ized a dual union for their scabs, refusing 
to sign an eight-hour agreement with an 
affiliated body of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 
WHEREAS, The Paving Cutters’ Union 
has deliberately and persistently sent the 
members of its organization into the af- 
fected district to cut stone quarried by 
opposition labor and taken the places of 
our men on strike for an American Fed- 
eration of Labor union, and as the Pav- 
ing Cutters’ Union still maintains the 
same position; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the action of the 
Paving Cutters’ Union is detrimental to 
the best interests of organized labor in 
Canada and the United States, and is 
therefore condemned; and be it further 
RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Paving Cutters’ Union is suspended until 
it ceases giving aid and comfort to an 
employers’ asociation whose watch-word 
is Canada for Canadians and disruption of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 77—By Delegates Daniel 
J. Tobin, of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, and Timothy Healy, of the 
International Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen: 

WHEREAS, The organization of the 
United Brewery Workers have absolutely 
refused to obey the mandates of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor; and 
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WHEREAS, Their charter was restored 
to same organization at the Norfolk Con- 
vention with the direct understanding that 
they should obey and live up to the de- 
cision rendered in Minneapolis; and 

WHEREAS, They have openly stated 
before the Adjustment Committee that 
they could not, as it would be impossible 
for them to do so, live up to or obey the 
rulings and decisions of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor along the lines of the Minneapolis 
Convention decis’on; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
United Brewery Workers of America be 
revoked until such time as they agree to 
live and carry out the decision of the 
Minneapolis Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 

Resolution No. 73—By Delegates Martin 
E. Goellnitz and T. E. Keough, of the 
American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Article IX, 
of the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reads in part: ‘And it 
is further provided that should any of 
the members of such National, Inter- 
national, Trade or Federal Labor Union 
work at any other vocation, trade or 
profession, they shall join the union of 
such vocation, trade or profession, pro- 
vided such are organized and affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor;’”’ and 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union No. 
11,624, Spokane, Wash., is infringing on 
the jurisdiction rights of the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers, and 
Federal Union No. 12,222 of the same city 
for a like violation of the Constitution; 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the 


Spokane Sec- 


tional Central Labor Union be and is 
hereby instructed to notify the above 
mentioned local unions to comply with 


the laws of the American Federation of 
Labor and instruct members of Federal 
Laber Union No. 11,624 and Federal La- 
bor Union No. 12,222, who are engaged in 


cement work, to affiliate with Local 
Union No. 68, Spokane, Wash., Ameri- 
can Brotherhood of Cement Workers; 


and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
said Federal Labor Union No. 11,624 and 
No. 12,222 refusing to comply with the 
laws above quoted their charters shall 
be revoked. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 79—By Delegate Robert 
J. Riddell, of the Double Drum Hoist- 
ter Runners: 


WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers presented an agree- 
ment to be signed by the Double Drum 
Hoister Runners; and 

WHEREAS, The Double Drum Hois- 
ter Runners did sign the said agreement 
and requested the International Steam , 
Engineers to also sign the same; and 

WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers refused to so sign 
and adopt their own agreement; be it 














160 


RESOLVED, That we, the Double 
Drum Hoister Runners, herewith appeal 
to the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, Denver, Colo., for redress and fair 
play, and that the International Steam 
Engineers sign the said agreement, and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 141, 
adopted by the Norfolk Convention, be 
enforced. 


Refered to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. %80—By Delegate E. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 


RESOLVED, That no delegate to the 
Convention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall have the right to cast the 
vote for his whole delegation only by 
written consent of his respective organi- 
zation or by his delegation. Such power 
must be proven before the delegate is al- 
— to cast the full vote of his delega- 

on. 


Referred to Committee on Laws. 


Resolution No. 81I—By Delegate Wm. D. 
Huber, of the United Brotherhood of Car- 
penters and Joiners of America: 


WHEREAS, Dispatches from the gen- 
eral offices of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, dated Sep- 
tember 25, 1908, and bearing the signature 
of Grand Vice-President McConaughey, 
furnish information that a dual organiza- 
tion of Electrical Workers has been es- 
tablished at an illegal Convention held in 
St. Louis, Missouri, commencing Septem- 
ber 15, 1908; and 

WHEREAS, Some of the officers of the 
Pacific Coast Council of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers were 
in attendance at said illegal Convention 
in spite of the protests from various locals 
in good standing in the Pacific Coast 
Council; and 

WHEREAS, Some of the officers of the 
Pacific Coast Council have become parties 
to the dual organization formed in _ St. 
Louis, Missouri, thereby violating their 
obligation as officers and members of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers; and ; 

WHEREAS, The funds of the Pacific 
Coast Council are held and controlled by 
the Pacific Coast Council, who have be- 
come parties to the aforesaid dual organi- 
zation; and 

WHEREAS, The said officers, by their 
action, have proved themselves unworthy 
of the offices they held and the confidence 
of the rank and file of the Pacific Coast 
Council; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the worthy members 
of the various locals of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, rep- 
resented by the officers of their respective 
locals, whose names are hereunto at- 
tached, protest against the action taken 
by the officers of the Pacific Coast Coun- 
cil in associating with a dual organiza- 
tion detrimental to the _ International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, and in 
distributing the funds of this Council to 
further and aid the forming of such dual 
organization; and, it is further 
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RESOLVED, That the Executive Offi- 
cers for this, the Seventh District of the 
Pacific Coast Council, be directed to take 
such legal steps immediately as are neces- 
sary for the protection of the funds of the 
Council from further distribution by the 
said officers of the Pacific Coast Council; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Union Savings 
Bank of Oakland, and the First National 
Bank of Oakland, State of California, who 
are the depositories of the Pacific Coast 
Council funds, be immediately notified to 
refuse to further pay any of the said 
Council funds upon warrants drawn by 
the said officials; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the companies who 
have furnished bonds for the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Pacific Coast Council be 
immediately notified that the Secretary- 
Treasurer of the Pacific Coast Council has 
distributed the funds of the said Council 
contrary to and in violation of the pub- 
lished by-laws of the Pacific Coast Coun- 
cil, and that a strict accounting be de- 
manded from him. 

Geo. M. Fisk, President; Phillip Con- 

Secretary; P. A. Clifford. W. H. 
Morgan, R. G. . Coombes, J. Boyle, 
G. H. Jones, W. H. Happ, E. C. Loomis, 
K, Bernhardt, C, F. Lehman, W. M. Law, 
W. Watson, L. D. Moulin, A. E. Yoell, F. 
Marion, B. Moad, R, A. Simons, E. F. 
Holmes, A. B. Jones, J. R. Smith. 


Referred to Special Committee on Elec- 
trical Workers. 


Resolution No. 82—By Delegate Emil 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 


WHEREAS, President Gompers has 
shown in his report that since 1895 all 
efforts of the American Federation of 
Labor to have protective laws for the 
laboring people passed by legislatures 
and Congress were met with defiance 
from politicians; and 

WHEREAS, The law-making bodies of 
the United States consist of members of 
both corrupt political parties; and 

WHERE It is a fact, not to be de- 
nied, that organized labor can not ex- 
pect any justice from these bodies; and 

WHEREAS, Too much much energy of 
the American Federation of Labor and 
all trades unions is wasted in begging 
for favors from these politicians; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby refuses to have 
anything to do with any corrupt political 
parties, and hereby instructs the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to use all their energies and 
time to organize all the workers of the 
United States and strengthen the labor 
movement of this country, independent 
from corrupt politics; educate the mem- 
bers of our affiliated unions that they 
can not get anything from politicians, 
but they can only gain better conditions 
by uniting and to fight for right and jus- 
tice. We do not want the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor to go on 
the stump for any political parties. 


Referred to Committee on President’s 
Report. 
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Resolution No. 8&—By Delegates Samuel 
Ross and John Golden, of the United 
Textile Workers of America: 


WHEREAS, There are over six hun- 
dred thousand textile workers in this 
country, of whom sixty per cent. are 
women and children; and 

WHEREAS, This latter fact greatly 
mitigates against the progress of these 
workers by organized effort, as we 
realize that women and children are 
largely dependent upon legislative action 
for en amelioration of their present con- 
dition; and 

WHEREAS, The very small, and in 
some states the almost entire lack of 


remedial legislation prevents further 
progress in other states; and 
WHEREAS, This playing of _ state 


against state has in the past, and bids 
fair in the future, to prevent the eco- 
nomic and industrial progress of women 
workers throughout the country; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, go on record 
as favoring the appointment on each and 
every state commission on uniform state 
laws representatives of organized labor, 
to the end that these commissions may 
seek to put the worst states (in the 
matter of labor laws) on a level with 
the best, that the movement to uplift 
the standard of our women workers and 
to abolish child labor may be carried on 
in a more universal manner. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 

Resolution No. 84—By Delegates John 
Golden and Samuel Ross, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Legislature of Mass- 
achusetts at its session last year, mainly 
at the request of the trade unions of that 
state, adopted the savings bank insurance 
and annuity system, by means of which 
the wage earner is enabled to get abso- 
lutely safe life insurance at its lowest 
possible cost, and is afforded the oppor- 
tunity of securing out of his own earn- 
ings, by monthly payments, annuities to 
make his old age financially independ- 
ent; and 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts savings 
bank insurance and old-age annuity 
system has now been put into practical 
operation, and under it the heavy ex- 
pense of solicitors, collectors, high-sal- 
aried officials and dividends to stock- 
holders have been eliminated, and a sys- 
tem established which is conducted 
wholly for the benefit of the insured—a 
system of the people, for the people and 
by the people; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, having given careful consideration 
to this project, and realizing its im- 
portance and far-reaching influence to the 
wage earners of the United States, hereby 
endorses the system and recommends it 
to the careful study and consideration of 
the organized wage workers of America. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 8—By Delegates E. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
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Decorators and Paperhangers, and J. T. 
Johnston, of the Chicago Heights, IIL, 
Trades and Labor Assembly: 


WHEREAS, Education is a most im- 
portant factor in the labor movement; 


and 

WHEREAS, It is to the highest inter- 
est of organized labor that every child 
should receive the highest standard of 
education; and 

WHERBAS, It is a _ well-known fact 
that thousands of children are deprived 
+4 et a on account of th 

verty o eir parents; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby declares itself in 
favor of free text books, furnished to the 
children. in all public schools of the 
United States, and requests all affiliated 
unions to use all honorable means to fur- 
ther this cause. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Resolution No. 86—By Delegates John 
Golden and Samuel Ross, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, According to latest gov- 
ernment statistics there are six hundred 
thousand textile workers in this country, 
over sixty per cent. of whom are women 
and children, many of them working 
long hours and for meager wages, mak- 
ing the work of organizing them both 
slow and difficult; and 

WHEREAS, The United Textile Work- 
ers of America are at the present time 
conducting an agressive campaign of or- 
ganization among their people, both 
North and South, having increased their 
per capita tax sixty per cent during the 
past year, principally to carry on this 
work, and to enable them to place more 
organizers in the field; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, instruct the 
Executive Council to lend every assist- 
ance to the United Textile Workers of 
America in their efforts to bring about 
a better organization, and thereby better 
conditions among the many thousands 
of textile workers throughout the coun- 
try, especially among the women and 
children. 


Referred to Committee on Education. 


Resolution No. 8’—By Delegates A. B. 

Grout and James J. Dardis, of the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, All metal goods having a 
polished or plated finish, if they are manu- 
factured under fair union conditions, can 
be secured with the Metal Polishers’, 
Buffers’, Platers’ and Brass and Silver 
Workers’ Union Label attached; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, recommend to 
its affiliated bodies and all friendly per- 
sons that they demand such _ goods 
bearing the label whenever making any 
purchase. 


Referred to Committee on Labels. 
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Resolution No. 88—By Delegate I. B. 
Kuhn, of the Hanover and McSherrys- 
town Central Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, The urgent need for an 
effective medium in the way of a gen- 
eral publication on the part of the 
American Federation of Labor must 
necessarily be apparent to all thinking 
members of the general labor movement; 


and 

WHEREAS, A_ four or _§ six-page 
monthly bulletin could be issued by the 
American Feceration of Labor and to 
the great advantage of the _ individual 
members, which would result in the edu- 
cation of the rank and file of the Fed- 
eration; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby instruct the Executive Council 
to proceed, as soon as arrangements can 
be made, to issue, free of charge to 
every member of an affiliated organiza- 
tion, a four or six-page monthly publi- 
cation, to be known as the American 
Federation of Labor Bulletin (or some 
similar name); and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor _ should 
become the editor-in-chief of this pub- 
lication; and that a general circular be 
issued to all local unions from time to 
time requesting voluntary contributions 
for the support of this educating pub- 
lication. 


Referred to Commjttee on President’s 
Report. 


Resolution No. 89—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, Previous Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor have 
recognized that the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America has jurisdiction over _ var- 
nishers, polishers and hardwood finish- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS, Members of the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers’ International 
Union are doing this work despite re- 
peated protests; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor to notify 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Inter- 
national Union to transfer to the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America all of its mem- 
bers engaged in varnishing or finishing 
wood; said Brotherhood to admit them 
without initiation fee. 

Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 90—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America: 

WHEREAS, The _ Boston, 1903, San 
Francisco, 1904, Pittsburg, 1905, and Minne- 
apolis, 1906, Conventions of the American 

ederation of Labor ruled that the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America has jurisdic- 
tion over all painters: and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg, 1905, Conven- 
tion adopted a resolution providing that 
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the charter of the International Associa- 
tion or Car Workers be so amended as 
to preclude the admission or retention of 
Painters as members of said Association, 
which decision was reaffirmed by the 
Minneapolis, 1906, Convention, which in- 
structed the Executive Council to en- 
force the decision of the Pittsburg 
Convention, requiring the International 
Association of Car Workers to transfer 
all painters to said Brotherhood of 
Painters; and 

WHEREAS, Many Painters are still 
members of the International Association 
of Car Workers, which continues to so- 
licit and accept applications for member- 
ship from painters, despite the repeated 
efforts of the Brotherhood of Painters to 
induce the said International Association 
to transfer its members employed in 
painting to said Brotherhood of Painters; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be, and hereby is, instructed to again 
notify the International Car Workers’ As- 
sociation to at once transfer all its mem- 
bers engaged in painting to the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America, that organization 
agreeing to admit them to membership 
without requiring the payment of an in- 
itiation fee. 


Referred to Committee on Adjustment. 


Resolution No. 91—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 


WHEREAS, The Modern Woodmen of 
America, many of the members of which 
organization are also members of trades 
unions, is now erecting, at Colorad» 
Springs, a home for its aged and indi- 
gent members, on which are employed 
workmen who are neither Woodmen nor 
members of the unions of their respective 
crafts; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades De- 

artment of the American Federation of 

abor of Colorado Springs has been un- 
able to induce the Superintendent in 
charge tou employ union labor; therefore, 


e 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of this 
Convention be instructed to urge the Ex- 
ecutive Officials of the Modern Woodmen 
of America to employ only Woodmen or 
members of trades unions in the erection 
and completion of the Home. 

Referred to Committee on Building 
Trades. 


Resolution No. 92—By Delegate Geo. R. 
French, of the Cigarmakers International 
Union: 

WHEREAS, For many years it has been 
the policy of the American Federation of 
Labor to, whenever possible, in disputes 
between employers and employes to ap- 
a A the principle of voluntary arbitration; 
an 

WHEREAS, This -policy when intelli- 
gently employed has resulted in many in- 
stances to be of benefit to the organiza- 
tions interested; and 

WHEREAS, There is now pending be- 
fore Congress a bill known as the ‘“‘Town- 
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ssend bill,””’ which purports to be a meas- 
ure in the direction of compulsory inves- 
tigation of strikes, but which is really, in 
effect, the forerunner of compulsory arbi- 
tration, with all its evils; and 
WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has and is still opposed to com- 
pulsory arbitration; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reindorse its opposition 
to the principles of compulsory arbitra- 
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tion as contained in the ‘‘Townsend bill’ 
and recommend to our affiliated organiza- 
tions that they use every honorable means 
to apply the principles of voluntary arbi- 
tration in disputes between them and their 
employes. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 
At 10:45 a. m. the Convention was ad- 


journed to reconvene at 9:00 a. m., Satur- 
day, November 14. 











FIFTH DAY-—Saturday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 9 
a. m., Saturday, November 14th, First 
Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Feeney, Winn, Williams 
(J. J.), Rickert, Schwarz, Hoag, McSorley, 
Price, Potter, Grout, Tracy (Wm. J.), 
Frazier (Wm. H.), Hart (Lee M.), Barry 
(P. T.), Byrnes, Carey (John), Powell, 
Hatch, Williams (F. H.), Welch, Hood, 
Breidenbach, Tobin (Wm.), Moore, Wood- 
man, Peterson, Leonard, Nutt. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Nov. 11, 1908. 
Frank Morrison, American Federation of 
Labor Convention, Denver, Colo. 


Central Labor Union reaffirm political 
action, and again endorse Gompers. 


J. H. BOYLE, Secretary. 


Newark, N. J., Nov. 14, 1908. 


Frank Morrison, Secretary American Fed- 
— of Labor, Auditorium, Denver, 
olo. 


Resolved, by Essex Trades Council, That 
We express the utmost confidence in 
Samuel Gompers, and it is our wish that 
he be elected President of the American 
Federation of Labor. He may be out with 
Roosevelt, but he looks good to us. 

HENRY F. HILFERS, 
Secretary Essex Trades Council. 


Secretary Morrison read communica- 
tions from the following cities: 


From William B. Thompson, Mayor of 
Detroit, Mich., urging that the next Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor be held in that city. The commu- 
nication stated that the Common Council 
of the city of Detroit had adopted a reso- 
lution at its meeting inviting the Conven- 
tion to that city. 

A communication was read from the 
House of Delegates of St. Louis, Mo., en- 
closing a resolution adopted by that body 
urging that the next Convention be held 
in St. Louis. A letter from the Belleville, 
Ill., Trades and Labor Assembly also 
urged that the next Convention be held 
in St, Louis. 


A communication was read from the 
Labor Union of Indianapolis, 


Central 


Indiana, asking that the 1909 Convention 
be held in that city. 

A letter signed by the President of 
the Council and the City Clerk of Kala- 
mazoo, Mich., was read, urging that the 
1909 Convention be held in that city. 
Letters from the Commercial Club of 
Kalamazoo and from the Kalamazoo 
Trades and Labor Council also urged 
that the next Convention be held in that 
city. 

Vice-President O’Connell stated that 
the Adjustment Committee would be in 
session during the forenoon, and asked 
that the members of that committee be 
not recorded as absent. 

Delegate Coombe, for the Committee 
on Credentials, offered the following sup- 
plemental report: 

“The indebtedness of the Double Drum 
Hoister Runners’ Union No. 11275, having 
been liquidated, we recommend that its 
delegate, Robert J. Riddell, be seated 
with one vote. 

“ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman; 

“ALVIN HOWES, 

“P, DUFFY, Secretary, 
“Committee on Credentials.” 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Vice-President Mitchell in the chair. 

Vice-President Duncan announced that 
the Committee on Resolutions was ready 
to make a partial report. 

Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 3, introduced by Andrew 
J. Gallagher, of the International Photo- 
Engravers, was ‘read by the Secretary 
of the Committee, with the following 
recommendation: 

“Your committee recommends that the 
word ‘coolie’ be inserted between the 
words ‘Asiatic laborers’ and ‘Asiatic im- 
migrants,’ and immediately before the 
word ‘Asiatic’ in the eighth line of the 
first ‘Resolve.’ ”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 
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Delegate Gallagher, author of the reso- 
lution, opposed the amendment offered 
by the committee. Vice-President Dun- 
can, Chairman of the Committee, spoke 
ir. favor of the amendment. 

Delegate Furuseth spoke at length in 
opposition to the amendment of the com- 
mittee, and moved that the resolution be 
referred back to the committee for fur- 
ther consideration. (Seconded.) 

The question was further discussed by 
Vice-President Duncan, Delegate Furu- 
seth and Delegate Gallagher. 

The motion to refer to the committee 
was carried, 

Resolution No, 7—By Delegate R. Glock- 
ling, of the International Brotherhood of 
Bookbinders: 


WHEREAS, The principle is generally 
applied in United States federal and state 
law that work performed for federal, 
state and municipalities shall be ex- 
ee by citizens of the United States; 
an 

WHEREAS, Such provision, in the 
opinion of this American Federation of 
-Labor, serves to conserve the American 
standard of wages; and 

WHERE The attention of this 
American Federation of Labor having 
been called by the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders to the fact that the 
firm of Cedric Chivers, limited, of Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., and Bath, England, are con- 
tractors for the bookbinding required by 
the public libraries of Greater New York, 
and other large centers of the United 
States, and do, in violation of the law 
above referred to, constantly ship this 
library binding to their Bath, England, 
factory, where it is bound under wage 
conditions that compare to about 30 per 
cent. of the American wage standard, the 
American wage being $20.00 to $25.00 per 
week, as compared with $7.00 to $7.50 at 
Bath, this work being permitted, under 
the Uhited States Tariff, to be re-ad- 
mitted into this country free of duty; and 

SREAS, The volume of this work 
required by the public libraries is of 
such magnitude as to cause most serious 
loss of emvnloyment to this particular 
branch of the Bookbinding craft; and 

WHEREAS, A palpable injustice is 
thereby done to all citizens who, by their 
contribution of taxes that support the 
public libraries, are deprived of the bene- 
fits that should accrue to the community 
from this industry: in addition to which, 
they are unwillingly assisting to place in 
the hands of themselves and their chil- 
dren books bound under conditions that 
tend to lower the standard of American 
citizenship; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-EFighth 
Conveniion of the American Federation 
of Labor does hereby strongly protest 
against public work being sent out of the 
country to be performed by cheap for- 
eign labor to the detriment and menace 
to the American wage standard; and, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor does strongly recom- 
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mend to organized labor that they ren- 
der all possible assistance to the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Bookbinders in 
pened efforts to eradicate this manifest 
evil. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended that it 
be adopted. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 10—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks: 


WHFREAS, There has been presented 
to Congress by the Keep Commission a 
bill for the retirement of employes in 
the classified civil service, which bill has 
been referred to the Committee on Re- 
form in the Civil Service, and is expected 
to be passed upon by the next Congress; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Feder- 
ation of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
take this occasion to unqualifiedly ex- 
press our endorsement of the principles 
of our National Civil Service Law and 
urge the enforcement of it in its true 
spirit. We also emphatically favor the 
passing of some suitable retirement bill, 
both as a matter of justice to the em- 
ployes themselves and of value to the 
government, and as a worthy object les- 
son for states, counties and cities, and 
for large employers of labor in our land. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 10, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 

Resolution No. 11—By Delegate Edw. 
B. Goltra, of the National Federation of 
Post Office Clerks: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor, in Convention assembled, at 
Norfolk, Va., November 11, 1907, did in- 
struct its Legislative Committee to sup- 
port any remedial legislation that should 
be introduced in the Congress look- 
ing towards better hours and pay for 
postal clerks; and 

WHEREAS, Bills have been introduced 
along these lines in the present Con- 
gress, and are known on the calendars 
of the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States as follows: 
H. R. 11808. by Mr. McDermott of Tllinois, 
on the matter of hours: Senate 4491 and 
H. R. 18868. by Mr. LaFollette of Wis- 
consin and Mr. W. B. Wilson of Penn- 
Sylvania. on the question of pay. and 

. 16871, by Mr. Nichols of Pennsyl- 
vania. extending the leaves of absence 
with nav: and 

WHEREAS, The National Federation 
of Post Office Clerks acknowledge and 
are grateful for the aid ever rendered 
their cause, and are of the opinion that 
the American Federation of Labor can 
assist them: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor go on record as endors- 
ing these several bills. copies of which 
accompany this resolution, and that the 
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Legislative Committee be instructed to 

use its utmost means, power and influ- 

ence to secure for the officers of the 

National Federation of Post Office Clerks 

es in committee on the above 
s. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 11, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 

Resolution No. 12—By Delegate Chas. 
T. Smith, of Washington, D. C., Central 
Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, Foreign steamship inter- 
ests introduced Senate Bill 5088, which 
would virtually repeal section 42, a much 
needed humane provision requiring more 
air space and better sanitary conditions 
on immigrant ships; and 

WHEREAS, The illiteracy test is the 
most practical means for the restricting 
of the present immigration of cheap 
labor, whose competition is so ruinous; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Washington, D. C., 
Central Labor Union that we earnestly 
beseech and petition Congress to enact 
the illiteracy test into law, and to refuse 
any modification of section 42, unless it 
be to increase the amount of air space 
and to require better sanitary accommo- 
dations in the steerage. 


The committee offered the following rec- 
ommendation: “That the resolution be 
amended by cutting out the words 
‘Washington, D. C.,’ and inserting the 
words ‘Denver Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor,’ and recommend 
its adoption when so amended.” 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in by unanimous vote of 
the Convention. 

Resolution No, 15—By Delegate Gustav 
A. Ehret, of the International Jewelry 
Workers’ Union of America: 

WHEREAS, The jewelry manufactur- 
ing industry taxes the nervous system to 
such an extent as to shorten the lives of 
journeymen, due mainly to the long hours 
of work, viz.: from nine to ten hours 
daily, often producing those dread dis- 
eases known as Bright’s Disease and Con- 
sumption or Tuberculosis; and often by 
forcing men to hurry their work, thus 
straining the nervous system to such an 
extent as to produce extreme cases of 
despondency, causing some of the most 
skillful workmen to become hopelessly in- 
sane; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth An- 
nual Convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. That we urge upon all 
members of affiliated organizations to give 
publicity through their various labor 
journals to the frightful conditions exist- 
ing in one of our affiliated craft organiza- 
tions—the Jewelry Workers; and be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That we demand the Jew- 
elry Workers’ label be placed on all work 
produced by jewelers, and that we will 
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endeavor to bring the manufacturing as- 
sociation to a full realization of the nec- 
essity of making eight hours the maxi- 
mum working day for all journeymen 
jewelers throughout the United States and 
Canada. 

The committee offered the following 
recommendation: ‘That the first resolve 
be stricken out entirely, and that the first 
three lines of the second resolve be am- 
ended to read as follows: 

“RESOLVED, That the efforts and in- 
fluence of the American Federation of 
Labor shall be directed so as to assist the 
International Jewelry Workers’ Union of 
ro oe Ya in creating a demand for their 
a e aoe 


The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of the resolution when so amended. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred it. 


Delegate Ehret spoke at some length in 
favor of the original resolution being 
adopted. 

Vice-President Duncan explained the 
recommendation of the committee, and 
the objection of’ Delegate Ehret was 
withdrawn. 

Delegates Ehret and Grout discussed 
briefly the subject of labels on badges and 
similar articles. Delegate Ehret stated 
that the Jewelry Workers claimed the 
right to have their label on the metal part 
of the badges, but not on any other part. 

The recommendation of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 17—By Delegates Owen 
Miller, D. A, Carey, Joseph F. Winkler 
and Geo. D. Woodill, of the American 
Federation of Musicians: 


WHEREAS, It has become a custom for 
institutions, founded and conducted for 
the purpose of caring for, rearing and 
educating children, to organize in such in- 
stitutions bands of music composed of 
some of the inmates, whose ages range 
from six to fourteen years, ostensibly for 
educational purposes, which is to be com- 
mended highly and altogether unobjec- 
tionable; but the almost universal rule is 
that as soon as these children are taught 
to be sufficiently proficient to play a few 
tunes, the melody of which may be rec- 
ognized, they are at once placed in com- 
petition with adults under conditions and 
for remuneration that makes competition 
on the part of professional musicians im- 
possible, and on account of the novelty 
of children endeavoring to play on instru- 
ments which are considered difficult for 
adults and demand the strength and ma- 
ture experience of older persons. but more 
on account of the much smaller remunera- 
tion required to employ such children, 


they are often given the preference while 
fathers of families are deprived of such 
employment; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor recognizes the evils of child 
labor, however applied; therefore, be it 
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RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention. as- 
sembled, declare this form of child labor 
most unfair, and all state and central 
bodies are requested to assist the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians in every 
legitimate manner in their endeavor to 
eliminate this growing evil, and thus con- 
fine such juvenile bands within these in- 
stitutions to purely educational purposes. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its adop- 
tion. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 20—By Delegate Francis 
Creamer, United House Shorers, Movers 
and Sheath Pilers Union, No. 7417, Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor: 

WHEREAS, Local Union No. 12669, 
known as Sewer and Subway Timbermen 
of New York, was chartered by the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor in February, 
1908; and 

WHEREAS, The said Local Union No. 
12669, Séwer and Subway Timbermen of 
New York, agreed with the United House 
Shorers, Movers and Sheath Pilers Union 
No. 7417, American Federation of Labor, 
not to interfere in, or with, any work or 
jurisdiction claimed by or belonging to 
the said United House Shorers, Movers 
and Sheath Pilers Union No. 7417; and 

WHEREAS, Local Union No. 12669, 
Sewer and Subway Timbermen of New 
York, have grossly interfered with and 
violated this agreement, by accepting 
work at 50¢ less than the House Shorers’ 
prevailing rate, and have failed to trans- 
fer men working at House Shoring as 
agreed upon; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That at this Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, held at Denver, 
Colorado, that the charter of Local 
Union No. 12669, Sewer and Subway 
Timbermen of New York, be and is here- 
by revoked, for failing to maintain the 
recognized prevailing rate of wages re- 
ceived by _the United House_ Shorers, 
Movers and Sheath Pilers of New York, 
who have been chartered by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor since 1899. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the request that it be given 
their immediate investigation and con- 
sideration. 

In response to a question by Delegate 
Creamer, Vice-President Mitchell stated 
that the Executive Council would meet 
at the close of the Convention or during 
its sessions. 

On motion, the recommendation was 
concurred in. 

Resolution No. 23—By Delegates D. J. 
Tobin, P. D. Daley and Harry McCor- 
mack, of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters: 


WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has at all times pledged itself 
to help and assist any international or- 


ganization chartered. and working under 
its banner; and 

WHEREAS, It has repeatedly de- 
nounced rival organizations and seceders 
from regularly chartered international 
bodies; and 

WHEREAS, There exists at the present 
time in some of the large cities a dual 
organization of teamsters, which is at- 
tempting to deceive the rank and file of 
the workers of that craft and organized 
labor in general; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor 
hereby proclaims that the only bona fide 
organization of teamsters and helpers 
chartered under the American Federation 
of Labor is the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and Helpers; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That this Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor de- 
nounces and condemns seceding and dual 
organizations as tending to dis~upt or- 
ganized ‘workers and_ strengthen the 
power of unjust employers; and it is fur- 


er 

RESOLVED, That all Central bodies and 
State Federations refuse to allow any or- 
ganization of teamsters and helpers not 
chartered by the International Brother- 
hood of Teamsters to affiliate with them; 
and if any such dual or seceding organ- 
izations are at present affiliated with them 
or seated in their councils, that they 
be immediately unseated or exnelled from 
such Central bodies or State Federations 
until such time as they become chartered 
under the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 23, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote be- 
ing unanimous. 

Resolution No. 26—By Delegates James 
O’Connell, A. F. Stark, Thomas Van 
Lear, H,. W. Churchill and Eugene Sar- 
ber, of the International Association of 
Machinists. 

The committee offered the following 
recommendation: 

That the second and third whereases 
be stricken out entirely and that the 
fifth whereas be amended to read: 

WHEREAS, We realize that an injury 
to one is the concern of all, and should 
the Denver and Rio Grande succeed in 
destroying the organization of their em- 
ployes it is but a question of time when 
other employers and corporations would 
be led tc adopt similar tactics, a condi- 
tion which would work to the serious 
injury of the Metal Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor and 
prevent it from protecting and elevating 
the American workingmen’s standard of 
living. 

“Your committee recommends that the 
first resolve be amended by striking out 
the words ‘and financial’ in lines 4 and 
5, and the words ‘or slavery’ in line 10, 
and insert after the words ‘men ané 
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boys,’ in line 6, the words ‘and recom- 
mend the financial support of organized 
labor.’ 

“Your committee further recommends 
that the last resolve be stricken out 
entirely.”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Handley asked that further 
consideration of the resolution be de- 
ferred until the amended resolution could 
be printed. 

Vice-President Duncan stated that one 
of the signers of the resolution was a 
member of the committee and had 
agreed to the amendment. 

Delegate Dunn stated that other metal 
trades were interested in the strike and 
should be included in the resolution. 

Deiegate Stark stated that while the 
resolution was signed by the delegates 
of the Machinists’ organization the word 
“machinist’”” was not used in the resolu- 
tion, but that it applied to all the organ- 
izations interested. 

Delegate Dunn moved that the resolu- 
tion be referred to the committee, and 
that those interested be given a hearing 
before the committee. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate VanLear, Delegate Sarber and 
Vice-President Duncan, 

Delegate VanLear—I move that the 
resolution be referred again to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, and that we be 
given an opportunity to appear before 
them. (Seconded and carried.) 

Secretary Frey—Certain portions of the 
report of the Executive Council were re- 
ferred to this committee. We desire to 
make a partial report on the sections 
referred to us: 


UNIFORM LAWS TO PROTECT 
HUMAN LIFE. 


As we reported to you at the Norfolk 
Convention, in conformity with the in- 
structions given by the Minneapolis Con~ 
vention, we have endeavored to collect 
from every available source information 
relative to uniform laws to protect hu- 
man life in various lines of industry. 
The Norfolk Convention directed that our 
efforts along these lines should be con- 
tinuea. However, notwithstanding our 
best efforts, but little if any additional 
information has been forthcoming, and 
the matter is therefore submitted to you 
for such further action as you may deem 
advisable to take in the premises. 


“Your Committee on Resolutions rec- 
ommends that the Executive Council 
continue its investigation of the subject 
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and report thereon at succeeding Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor, compiling and tabulating such 
data as can be secured for the informa- 
tion of the Convention and the trades 
enumerated in general.”’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 


ALASKAN FISHERIES. 

The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
179 dealt with the wanton destruction of 
fish in the rivers of Alaska by the use of 
salmon traps. 

This matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Secretary of Commerce and 
Labor and a hearing obtained. As a re- 
sult of the testimony presented, an order 
was issued prohibiting the use of fishing 
traps in the Wood river and Nushagak 
river. 

“Your committee most heartily ap- 
proves of the action taken by the Execu- 
tive Council upon this question, and rec- 
ommends that the Executive Council be 
requested to lend its assistance and in- 
fluence in a similar manner should simi- 
lar cases arise.”’ 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 

Delegate Wheeler, for the special com- 
mittee, reported as follows: 


“Report of the Special Committee ap- 
pointed to consider the application of the 
Operative Plasterers’ International Asso- 
ciation of the United States and Canada 
for a charter from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


“To the Officers and -Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the Amerizan Federation of Labor: 


“The Special Committee appointed by 
President Gompers, by and with the con- 
sent of this Convention, to consider the 
admission of the Operative Plasterers’ 
International Association of the United 
States and Canada to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, begs leave to report: 

“That the entire subject-matter of the 
application of the Plasterers’ Association 
for a charter, together with the protests 
of the Tile Layers and Resolution No. 2% 
of that organization, introduced by the 
delegate representing the Tile Layers at 
this Convention, as well as the protests 
of the Cement Workers, received our 
careful consideration. 

“After an extended hearing from all 
parties concerned, in which the points at 
issue were clearly brought forth, we find 
that the objections raised against grant- 
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ing a charter to the Plasterers are not 
very serious. To be more explicit, the 
Tile Layer claims the putting on of the 
scratch coat and the brown coat in order 
to create a foundation for his tile. On 
the other hand, the Plasterer contends: 

“First. That this has always been his 
work; that he does it now on all large 
jobs and does not concede it to any other 
mechanic on the building, except to the 
Tile Layer in cases where there is only 
a small room or two to be done. 

“Second. That in the majority of the 
cases it is stipulated in the specifica- 
tions that the Plasterer does the plaster- 
ing work in preparation for tile. 

“Third. That the brown coat, com- 
monly known as second coat of plaster, 
is kept far enough back to give ample 
room to the Tile Layer to lay tile. 

“Your committee, therefore, would 
recommend that the claim of the Plaster- 
ers in this case be granted, as we are 
firmly of the opinion that the application 
of plaster to walls and ceilings belongs 
solely to the plasterer. 

“In the case of dispute between the 
Cement Workers and the Plasterers, we 
find that the Cement Workers have in- 
creased their jurisdiction claim since the 
admission of that body to the American 
Federation of Labor, and have gone so far 
as to claim all plastic material, and the 
application of same to walls. 

“The Plasterers claim this work origin- 
ally belonged to them, belongs to them 
now and is done by their members. They 
lay no claims whatever to the laying of 
cement floors, sanitary cement base, ce- 
ment block, cement coping, sidewalks, 
alleys, curbs or streets. 

“Your committee therefore believes that 
they should be granted a charter by the 
American Federation of Labor, and we, 
therefore, recommend that the Executive 
Council grant a charter to the Operative 
Plasterers’ International Association in 
accordance with the official claim of jur- 
isdiction made by that organization, and 
the conditions and terms herein stipu- 
lated. 

(Signed) 
“FRANK DUFFY, Chairman. 
“JOHN T. TAGGART, 
“JACOB TAZELAAR, 
“JAMES CRUICKSHANK, 
“C. D. WHEELER, Secretary.” 


Delegate Wheeler—The committee 
recommends the adoption of the report. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Huddell—If the report of the 
committee is adopted will it allow the 
Plasterers a seat in this Convention. 

Vice-President Mitchell— That matter 
would come before the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, 

Vice-President Duncan—The law pro- 
vides that a charter shall have been 
issued a month prior to the Convention, if 
delegates are to be seated. 

Delegate Huddell—Could the Convention 
vote to seat the Plasterers’ delegates? 

Vice-President Duncan—That question is 
not up now. It would come up under the 
report of the Committee on Credentials. 
Action will be taken by the Executive 
Council upon the action of the Convention 
this morning if the report is adopted, and 
the Executive Council will report back to 
this Convention. Then it will be the prop- 
erty of the Convention to do with it as 
they may see fit. 

Delegate Leps discussed the question at 
some length, and stated that under the 
laws of the American Federation of 
Labor a charter could not be issued to the 
Plasterers upon their application, as it 
trespassed upon the jurisdiction of other 
organizations. He stated as a point of 
order that the report of the Special Com- 
mittee was in violation of the laws of the 
American Federation of Labor and of the 
rights of the Tile Layers’ International 
Union, and asked the chairman to rule on 
the point. 

Vice-President Mitchell—The chair is of 
the opinion that the point of order should 
not be sustained. The matter was 
brought before the Convention and was by 
the Convention referred to a Special Com- 
mittee. The committee has reported. To 
sustain the point of order would mean 
that the report of the committee would 
not be entertained. Your organization 
will have a right to appear before the 
Executive Council. The chair understands 
that the report does not order that a 
charter shall be issued; it is a recommen- 
dation that it be issued. 

Delegate Leps stated that his organiza- 
tion had not had its day in court. 

Delegate Duffy, Chairman of the Special 
Committee—All parties to this controversy 
appeared before the Special Committee. 
We asked the Tile Layers and the Plas- 
terers to get together themselves first and 
see if they could not adjust their diffi- 
culty. They did so. The'result was that 
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they could not come to an understanding. 
Then we asked the representatives of the 
Plasterers and the Cement Workers to get 
together and see if they could adjust their 
difficulties. They reported that they could 


not. Then we went into session with the 
Plasterers and the Tile Layers. We went 
into all the details of the case. We gave 


them their own time. We did not curtail 
them in any way. After that we took the 
Cement Workers and the Plasterers to- 
gether and did likewise. When we had 
all the information we thought necessary, 
or all that could be given to us, and after 
going over copies of their constitutions, 
the committee got together and made the 
report which has been presented. When 
any one of them say they have not had a 
hearing, or were cut short, I wish to say 
it is not so. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Leps, Keough, Vice-President 
Duncan, Delegates Stemburgh, Murray 
and Leps. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Leps moved, as an amendment 
to the report of the committee, that the 
application of the Operative Plasterers’ 
International Association for a charter 
be referred to the Executive Council, 
that everyone interested be summoned 
before the Executive Council, and that 
the charter be issued in accordance with 
the law. 

Vice-President Duncan—The chair rules 
the amendment out of order. The regular 
procedure provides what shall be done. 
The subject-matter of the report, if 
adopted, will go to the Executive Coun- 
cil, the Executive Council will hear the 
parties in interest if they desire to be 
heard, and if the action of the Executive 
Council is not in accord with the view 
of the Convention, the Convention can 
express itself when the report is made. 

Delegate Leps appealed from the de- 
cision of the chair, but afterwards with- 
drew the appeal. 

Delegate Murray—I move that the en- 
tire matter be referred to the Executive 
Council, and that all parties concerned 
be requested to submit specific jurisdic- 
tions. 
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Vice-President Duncan—The motion is 
out of order. It is practically the same 
motion. 

Delegate Duffy, chairman of the Special 
Committee, discussed the question at 
length, and stated fully the reason why 
the Special Committee, composed of five 
Building Trades delegates, brought in the 
report they did. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Leps, D’Alessandro, Wheeler 
and Keough. 

Delegate Keough—I desire to make an 
amendment. I move that the part of the 
report of the committee which contains 
the recommendation be stricken out, and 
that the entire subject-matter be referred 
to the Executive Council. 

The motion was seconded, but not car- 
ried. 

The report of the 
adopted. 


Delegate Boettger—I desire to ask the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of.a resolution. My in- 
structions in regard to it did not reach 
me until last night after the time for in 
troducing resolutions had expired. 

The unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion was given, and Delegate Boettger in- 
troduced the following: 

Resolution No. 98—By Delegate H. H. 
Boettger, of the Iowa State Federation of 
Labor: 


WHEREAS, It is evident that in organi- 
zation and unison there is strength; and 

WHEREAS, In this Convention no point 
has been more forcibly emphasized than 
that we must organize the unorganized; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be instructed to send an organizer into 
the State of Towa, whose sole purpose it 
shall be to organize and to act in con- 
junction with the officers of all Central 
Bodies and President of the Towa State 
Federation of Labor to secure the affilia- 
tion of all unions with the Central Bodies 
and these in turn to affiliate with the 
State Federation of Labor. 


Referred to Committee on Organization. 


committee was 


At 12 o’clock the Convention was ‘ad- 
journed to 9 a. m., Monday, November 16. 
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SIXTH DAY—Monday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9a. m., Monday, November 16th, President 
Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Kerker, Tracy (Thos. 
F.), Williams (J. J.), Hoag, McSorley, 
Bowler, Potter, Wilson (W. B.), Alpine, 
Tracy, (W. J.), Berry, Clark, Byrnes, 
Powell, Welch, Hood, Robinson (Harry 
P.), Moore, .Piggott, Leonard, Nutt, Mc- 
Donald, Frazier (G. L.). 

Vice-President Morris, for the Executive 
Council, read the following supplemental 
report: 


Denver, Colorado, November 14, 1908. 
The Executive Council herewith submits 
a supplementary report to this Conven- 
tion, as follows: 


IMMIGRATION, 


Information has reached us that, largely 
due to the efforts of some of the men in 
the labor movement of our country, the 
Parliament of Italy appointed representa- 
tives to visit several countries, the United 
States included, to ascertain the condition 
of workmen who emigrate from Italy to 
these respective countries; that as a re- 
sult of their investigations a Congress was 
recently held in Rome, Italy, at which 
representatives of Italian workmen, in all 
these countries, were present. The result 
of these deliberations and the action of 
the Italian government have been to en- 
deavor to have such Italians who emi- 
grate to the United States (and elsewhere) 
diverted from the congested condition of 
the cities to the country. In other words, 
as far as possible to establish colonies re- 
moved from the congested or industrial 
centers. Moneys have been appropriated 
by the Italian government for the purpose 
of carrying these projects into execution. 

We recommend that this subject be 
further investigated; that the President 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
authorized by this Convention to confer 
with the representative of the Italian 
government at Washington with a view 


to ascertaining further information upon 
this subject and report to the Executive 
Council thereon; and, further, that the 
Executive Council be authorized to take 
such action as will protect and further 
the interests of the people of our own 
country, as well as the interest of the 
Italian immigrants who may lawfully 
come to our shores. 

It is further recommended that author- 
ity be given to make such further in- 
vestigation as may be deemed advisable 
relative to immigrants from other coun- 
tries to the United States. The different 
phases of immigration, and particularly 
that phase of immigrants who come from 
Russia and deportation of whom might 
mean the handing of them over to a 
brutal autocracy, must be borne in mind. 


PAPERHANGERS-PAINTERS. 


During our Chicago meeting a commit- 
tee representing the Paperhangers’ Local 
Unions, claiming to be aggrieved by the 
action of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers, appeared 
before the Executive Council. This sub- 
ject-matter came before us as per resolu- 
tion No. 159, of the Norfolk Convention, 
and was referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil, ‘“‘To give a full and complete hearing 
to the Paperhangers’ grievance, and, after 
such a hearing, the Executive Council 
shall take such steps to settle said 
grievance as are consistent with the laws 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
report the result to the next Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor.”’ 

The Paperhangers’ Unions, as well as 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers, were ably represented. 
Upon the facts of the complaint there 
was no dispute; as to whether the com- 
plaints were just, was contended for by 
the representatives of the Paperhangers’ 
Union and contested by the representa- 
tives of the Brotherhood. 

It is necessary to briefly recount the 
matter upon which the complaint is 
based. The Brotherhood of Painters 
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claimed jurisdiction over the Paperhang- 
ers and Paperhangers’ Unions. There ex- 
isted at the time a National Paperhang- 
ers’ Protective and Beneficial Association 
claiming jurisdiction over the Paperhang- 
ers. The latter frequently made appli- 
eation for charter to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, which was denied. The 
division continued. As the result of re- 
peated efforts conferences were held re- 
sulting in amalgamation being accom- 
plished upon an agreement, the condition 
substantially being full autonomy over 
Paperhangers conceded to the Paperhang- 
ers’ Unions. This agreement was ratified 
by a Convention of the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers, 
and ratified by a referendum vote of the 
membership. Since then the Brotherhood 
has changed its laws, by which are im- 
paired the conditions of the agreement 
upon which the amalgamation was ef- 
fected. 

Against this the representatives of the 
Paperhangers’ Unions protest. The rep- 
resentatives of the Brotherhood insist that 
the Brotherhood possesses the right to 
change the laws as its judgment directs. 

We entered into an exhaustive hearing 
and discussion of the controversy, and de- 
cided that President Gompers should com- 
municate with the officers of the Brother- 
hood and the representatives of the Pa- 
perhangers’ Local Unions, that ‘the 
terms upon which amalgamation was ef- 
fected are in fact agreements, and in 
effect and practically in the form of 
treaties, and that the conditions and 
terms upon which amalgamation was ef- 
fected should be adhered to as closely as 
possible, unless they are altered with the 
consent of both parties thereto.” 

This was communicated to the represen- 
tatives of the Brotherhood as well as 
of the Local Unions of Paperhangers by 
President Gompers under date of July 20, 
1908. We have no information as to any 
further developments upon this subject, 
or whether the Brotherhood has taken 
action in conformity with the action 
taken by the Executive Council, at 
Chicago, and communicated in that let- 
ter. 

PLASTERERS’ CHARTER. 


The Convention recommended to the 
Executive Council that a charter be issued 
to the Operative Plasterers’ International 
Association. The matter was considered, 
representatives of that organization as 
well as of the International Union of 
Ceramic, Mosaic and Encaustic Tile 
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Layers and of the Brotherhood of 
Cement Workers appearing before our 
Council, Chairman Duffy of the Special 
Committee being also in attendance. 
After a full presentation of the matter, 
the Executive Council issued the charter 
and recommend that Messrs. John Don- 
lin, Peter G. Cook, James O’Connor and 
John G. Twyford be accorded the courtesy 
of seats in this Convention, but without 
vote. And it was further decided that 
representatives of the three organizations 
named be invited to send two representa- 
tives each to the meeting of the Executive 
Council to be held at Washington, D. C., 
for the purpose of agreeing upon details 
of jurisdiction and for harmonious co-op- 
eration. 
Fraternally submitted, 
SAMUEL GOMPERS, President, 
JAMES DUNCAN, First Vice-Presi- 
dent, 

JOHN MITCHELL, Second Vice- 
President, : 

JAMES O’CONNELL, Third Vice- 
President, 

MAX MORRIS, Fourth Vice-Presi- 
dent, 

D. A. HAYES, Fifth Vice-President, 

DANIEL J. KEEFE, Sixth Vice- 


President, 

WM. D. HUBER, Seventh Vice-Presi- 
dent, 

JOS. F. VALENTINE, Eighth Vice- 
President, 


JOHN B. LENNON, Treasurer, 
FRANK MORRISON, Secretary, 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 

eration of Labor. 


Vice-President Morris—I move the adop- 
tion of the supplemental report of the 
Executive Committee. 

President Gompers—There are two mat- 
ters that require reference to committees 
for consideration, and one matter that 
will require the action of the Convention. 
That part of the report referring to imm!- 
gration is referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions, and that part referring to the 
Painters and Paperhangers is referred to 
the Committee on Adjustment. 

That part of the report in which a 
recommendation is made that Messrs. 
Donlin, Cook, O’Connor and Twyford be 
admitted to the courtesy of seats in this 
Convention should be acted on at once. 

Delegate Huddell—I move that the sup- 
plemental report of the Executive Council 
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be received and the recommendation 
adopted. (Seconded and carried.) 


Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 3, having been re-referred 
to the committee at a former session, the 
committee recommended that it be 
adopted when amended to read as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher of the International Photo 
Engravers: 


WHEREAS, The menace of Chinese 
labor, now greatly allayed by the pas- 
sage and enforcement of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act, has been succeeded by an 
evil similar in its general character, but 
much more threatening in its possibili- 
ties, to-wit: the immigration to the 
United States and its insular territory of 
large and increasing numbers of Japan- 
ese, Koreans and other races native of 
Asia; and 

WHEREAS, The American public sen- 
timent against the immigration of Chi- 
nese labor, as expressed and crystallized 
in the enactment of the Chinese Exclu- 
sion Act, finds still stronger justifica- 
tion in demanding prompt and adequate 
measures of protection against the immi- 
gration of Japanese, Koreans and other 
races native of Asia on the grounds (1) 
that the wage and living standards of 
such labor are dangerous to, and must, 
if granted recognition in the United 
States, prove destructive of the Ameri- 
can standards in these essential respects, 
(2) that the racial incompatibility, as be- 
tween the peoples of the Orient and the 
United States, presents a problem of 
race preservation which it is our im- 
perative duty to solve in our own favor, 
and which can only be thus solved by a 
policy of exclusion; and 

WHEREAS, The systematic coloniza- 
tion by these Oriental races of our in- 
sular territory in the Pacific, and the 
threatened and partly accomplished ex- 
tension of that system to the Pacific 
Coast and other western localities of the 
United States, constitutes a standing 
danger, not only to the domestic peace, 
but to the continuance of friendly rela- 
tions between the nations concerned; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in annual Convention as- 
sembled this 16th day of November, 
1908, that the terms of the Chinese Ex- 
clusion Act should be enlarged and ex- 
tended so as to permanently exclude 
from the United States and its insular 
territory all races native of Asia other 
than those exempted by the _ present 
terms of that Act; therefore, be it fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED, That these resolutions be 
submitted through the proper avenues to 
the Congress of the United States, with 
a request for favorable consideration 
and action by that body. 


Delegate Gallagher—I move the adop- 
tion of the resolution as amended by the 
committee. (Seconded and carried.) 

Resolution No. 41—By Delegate Edward 
Stack, of the International Seamen’s 
Union: 

WHEREAS, Great Britain has enacted 
that no person shall be signed on any 
vessel as an able seaman unless he shall 
have served at least three years at sea 
on deck, and no person, unless he be 
a subject of the Empire, shall be signed 
on any vessel unless he shall have suffi- 
cient knowledge of the English language 
to understand orders given on board; and 

HEREAS, These laws have excluded 
a large number of inefficient men from 
English vessels, which men are now 
crowding into American vessels; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled, that we protest 
against the still further deterioration of 
the personnel in our Merchant Marine and 
demand that laws similar to the English 
in this regard be enacted by our Con- 
gress; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of this reso- 
lution be submitted to the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the 
House, to the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate, and to the Commission on 
awe Relating to the Safety of Life at 

ea. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 41, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 

Resolution No. 42—By Delegate A. 
Kahn, of the International Association 
of Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 

WHEREAS, The International Associa- 
tion of Fur Workers of the United 
States and Canada has exerted its best 
efforts to organize this industry; and 

WHEREAS, We succeeded in organiz- 
ing three new local unions in New York 
City; and 

WHEREAS, We have been severely 
hampered and injured by the Industrial 
Workers of the World, who forced us 
to appeal to the law and employ counsel; 


and 

WHEREAS, Our treasury has become 
completely depleted and we now have an 
opportunity to have our label agreement 
signed by some sixty-two shops, adding 
about 2,000 new members to our Inter- 
national Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-EFighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, at Denver, Colo., in- 
struct the proper officer to issue a loan 
of five hundred ($500.00) dollars to our 
International Union, to be repaid in Feb- 
ruary or April, 1909. 

The committee offered the following 
recommendation: ‘‘That the substance- 
matter of the resolution be referred to 
the Executive Council for further in- 
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vestigation, with the suggestion that such 
advice be given as wi!l better enable the 
members of the International Association 
of Fur Workers of the United States 
and Canaca to become financially able 
to build up and maintain their organ- 
ization.’’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Kahn—Has the Executive 
Council the power to give the Fur Work- 
ers $500, either as a loan or a donation? 

President Gompers—Past Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor have 
given positive instructions that no loans 
be made from the funds of the Federa- 
tion. That was first decided at the Phila- 
delphia Convention of the Federation. 
Prior to that Convention the Executive 
Council had made a number of loans to 
organizations. Promissory notes were 
given the Council for their payment, but 
the organizations were not in a position 
to pay the notes, and the Convention de- 
cided they should be destroyed and that 
the loans be made in the form of appro- 
priations to the organizations. At the 
same time the Convention instructed the 
Executive Council that in the future they 
would not have the power to make loans. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Kahn, Vice-President Duncan 
and Delegate French. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 49—By the International 
‘Typographical Union Delegation, the In- 
ternational Printing Pressmen and As- 
sistants Union Delegation, and_ the 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders Delegation: 

WHEREAS, A contest of unusual di- 
mensions and extreme bitterness has been 
in progress for some years in the city 
of Akron, Ohio, one of the leading in- 
dustrial centers of the Middle West, be- 
tween local unions of many trades and 
an Employers’ Association, which latter 
body has succeeded in destroying a num- 
ber of labor organizations by the merci- 
less use of injunctions, lockouts, black- 
lists, etc.; and 

WHEREAS, In a contest between the 
International Unions of the printing 
trade and the unfair Werner Publishing 
Company of Akron, a private detective 
lost his life; and 

WHEREAS, Two union men are, we 
believe, unjustly held responsible for the 
death of the agent of the unfair firm; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be instructed to make immediate in- 
vestigation of all the circumstances sur- 
rounding the tragedy herein recited, and 
if it is found that the result justifies 


support and defense of the lives and 


liberty of the trade unionists involved, 
the Council be empowered to urge the 
affiliated international, state and local 
organizations to contribute to a defense 
fund to secure for the accused a fair 
and impartial trial; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be and hereby are instructed to take 
proper steps to reorganize the trades in 
which no unions exist, and to strengthen 
such locals as require assistance in the 
city of Akron, Ohio. 


The committee offered the following 
recommendation: ‘‘Your committee are of 
the opinion that the subject matter con- 
tained in the preamble and first resolve 
belong more properly to the International 
organizations introducing the resolution, 
and that they, rather than the American 
Federation of Labor, should make such 
investigation and give such financial sup- 
port as the case may warrant. We there- 
fore non-concur in the preamble and first 
resolve. 

“We would further recommend that the 
last resolve be referred to the Executive 
Council, with the request that they take 
up the subject-matter with the national 
organizations having jurisdiction, and 
that the local organizers of the American 
Federation of Labor be directed to give 
their assistance in the efforts to reorgan- 
ize these crafts in the city of Akron.” 

Delegate Frey—I move the adoption of 
the report of the committee. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Hayes (Max S.) spoke at some 
length in opposition to the report of the 
committee, and urged that the resolution 
as presented be adopted without changes 
or amendments. He spoke of the condi- 
tion of the trade union movement in 
Akron, Ohio, and stated that all the In- 
ternational organizations having locals 
there should assist. He also spoke in de- 
tail of the case of the two union men who 
are held for the murder of a detective, 
and asked for assistance in defending 
them, 

Secretary Frey spoke at some length in 
defense of the report of the committee. 
Delegates Glockling, Gallagher, Kemper, 
McKee, Stark, Hawley and McCullough 
opposed the report of the committee, and 
urged that the resolution be adopted as 
presented. Delegate Mahon spoke in sup- 
port of the report of the committee. 
Delegate Lynch spoke at length in de- 
fense of the resolution, and opposed the 
report of the committee. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was lost, 
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Secretary Morrison—I move that the or- 
iginal resolution be adopted as read. 

The motion was seconded by Delegate 
Stark, and adopted by unanimous vote. 
The committee recommended _ that 
Resolution No. 50 be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Council, and that it be given 
their earliest attention, after being 
amended to read as follows: 
Resolution No. 50—By Delegate Ed- 
ward H, Ellis, of the Michigan Federa- 
tion of Labor: ; 
WHEREAS, One of the_ principal 
objects of the American Federation ot 
Labor is the encouragement and forma- 
tion of local trades unions in every city, 
as set forth in Article Il, Section 1, of 
the Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, A few brave union men 
are standing together and fighting for 
their rights in spite of a strong combi- 
nation against them, captained by one 
of the greatest enemies of organized la- 
bor in this country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the attention of the 
American Federation of Labor in Con- 
vention assembled, and all the interna- 
tional officers in attendance at said 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention, is 
called to the unorganized condition of 
the workers of Battle Creek and that 
some effort be made to send organizers 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
as well as organizers of the various in- 
ternationals, to that city to work in 
conjunction with the Central body and 
locals; and, be it further - 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is requested to take up this mat- 
ter at the earliest possible moment. 


Delegate Ellis—I accept the amend- 
ment of the committee and move the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 
(Seconded and carried.) 

Resolution No. 51—By Delegate D. 
D'Alessandro, of the International Hod 
Carriers and Building Laborers Union of 
America: 

WHEREAS, In localities other than 
cities and thickly settled centers, in 
the digging and_ construction of work 
undertaken by the federal and_ state 
governments, as well as by private cor- 
porations, conditions which are destruc- 
tive of health and morals and dangerous 
to life generally obtained; that is, the 
workmen are generally huddled in large 
numbers in tiers of bunks, in freight 
cars, in cabooses, in sheds, with plain 
boards for beds, with only sufficient 
room for men to lie in rows, where 
for months at a time they have neither 
the facilities nor the opportunity to dis- 
robe or attend to the most ordinary re- 
quirements of cleanliness and necessary 
changes of clothing, thereby impairing 
not only their own health, but helping 
to spread filth and disease among the 
people with whom they come in contact 
after the season’s work is closed; and 

WHEREAS, Such condition of affairs is 
not only brutal to the men employed 


on such work, but is dangerous to all 
our people and is repugnant to the spirit 
and concept of our time; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled hereby expresses its abhorence and 
condemnation of such treatment ac- 
corded to human beings; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor is hereby directed to demand 
from the Federal Congress such legisla- 
tion and from the executive heads and 
governmental departments that they 
shall provide for such laws and regu- 
lations as will afford workmen engaged 
in the lines of work indicated in the pre- 
ambles of these resolutions, such quar- 
ters and sleeping accommodations as will 
conform to some such reasonable de- 
gree of sanitary and healthful condi- 
tions as can be provided in the prosecu- 
tion of such work; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the same efforts be 
made by the officers of the Federation 
of Labor of the different states, coming 
within the jurisdiction of the various 
states, and that copies of these pre- 
ambles and resolutions be furnished by 
the President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to the officers of such 
State Federations of Labor. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended that it 
be adopted. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The secretary of the committee an- 
nounced that the following resolutions 
had been considered together: 

Resolution No. 85—By Delegate E. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers, and J. T. 
Johnston, of the Chicago Heights, II, 
Trades and Labor Assembly: 


WHEREAS, Education is a most im- 
portant factor in the labor movement; 


and 

WHEREAS, It is to the highest in- 
terest of organized labor that every 
child should receive the highest stan- 
dard of education; and 

WHEREAS, It is a well-known fact 
that thousands of children are deprived 
of such an education on account of the 
poverty of their parents; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby declares itself in 
favor of free text books, furnished to 
the children in all public schools of the 
United States, and requests all affiliated 
unions to use all honorable means to 
further this cause. 

Resolution No. 52—By Max Morris, of 
the Itetail Clerks International Protec- 
tive Associaticn: 

WHEREAS, The economic platform of 
the American Federation of Labor, 
adopted by the Minneapolis Convention, 
and re-affirmed and amended by the 
Norfolk Convention, among other planks 
in its platform, affirms its belief in 
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“Woman Suffrage co-equal with man 
suffrage;’’ and 

WHEREAS, In the annual report at 
the last National Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor, it was 
expressly stated that it was the ‘‘much 
abused trade union movement which 
stands for the recognition of the rights, 
political, sociai, moral and industrial, of 
women;” therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, does now re- 
affirm this platform and expresses its 
belief in the need of full political equal- 
ity for all women. That this political 


equality is as necessary to their ecu- 
nomic independence as it is for their 
brothers in all branches of labor, and 


we pledge the affiliated unions of the 
land to earnestly work for this political 
freedom. 


The committee reported as follows: 
“Your committee approves the substance 
of these resolutions, the subject-matter 
of which is provided for in the official 
declaration of principles adopted at pre- 
vious Conventions of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor.” 

On motion of Vice-President Morris the 
recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in. 

The committee recommended that 
Resolution No. 53 be referred to the 
Committee on Organization. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No, 61—By Delegate C. O. 
Young, of the Oregon State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council ot 
the American Federation of Labor meet 
from time to time in various localities, 
for the purpose of transacting the neces- 
sary business coming before that body; 
and 

WHEREAS, It kas been the custom, 
to some extent at least, for the Council 
to meet in such locality or city as will 
serve the best interets of the general 
movement; and 

WHEREAS, The Council have never 
met on the Pacific Coast, outside of San 
Francisco; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Council be re- 
quested to hold a meeting as early as 
possible in the coming year, in either of 
the cities of Portland, Ore.; Seattle or 
Tacoma, Wash., in order that the locali- 
ties named may have the benefit and in- 
spiration necessarily induced by those 
meetings, and also be the means of al- 
lowing the membership to become ac- 
quainted as far as possible with the 
representatives of our great movement, 
and to hear their words of counsel and 


advice, which will naturally | induce a 
greater activity and determination to 
preserve; and, in the last analysis, be 


of great benefit to the movement as a 
whole. 
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The committee recommended 


that 
Resolution No. 61 be referred to the Ex- 
ecutive Board for their favorable con- 
sideration. 

On motion the recommendation of the 


committee was concurred in. 

Resclution No. 74—-By Delegates Frank 
H. McCarthy, of the Massachusetts State 
Branch, and Wm. H. Frazier, of the In- 
ternational Seamen’s Union: 

WHEREAS, Brother Frank K. Foster 
has been confined to a hospital for up- 
wards of a year, and, according to the 
best medical advice, is beyond recovery; 
and 

WHEREAS, Through his long illness 
all his financial resources have become 
exhausted; through which fact’ the 
Massachusetts State Branch, American 
Federation of Labor, has opened a fund 
for the purpose of affording him and his 
family financial relief; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be requested to consider the advis- 
ability of making such an appropriation 
from the general fund of the American 
Federation of Labor to the Massachu- 
setts State Sranch Foster fund as, in 
their opinion, the circumstances warrant. 

The committee reported as follows on 
Resolution No. 74: ‘‘Your committee de- 
sire to record their cordial approval of 
the steps which have been taken by the 
Massachusetts State Branch of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor to give financial 
assistance to Brother Frank K. Foster 
and his family since that period when 
the ravages of disease have rendered him 
unable to remain a bread winner and to 
take that part in our movement which 
he had occupied with such distinction 
and success. In view of the limitations 
of the financial system of. the American 
Federation of Labor, we recommend that 
the resolution be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council, with the request that their 
influence be given to the building up of 
a fund for the relief of Brother Frank K. 
Foster, so that he may receive the com- 
forts and attention which his present con- 
dition requires.”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 


Delegate McCarthy spoke at some 
length of the services of Mr. Foster in 
the labor movement, and paid a high 


tribute to him as a member of organized 
labor and as a citizen. Vice-President 
Duncan also paid a high tribute to Mr. 
Foster and his work and sacrifices for 
the cause of organized labor. He also 
spoke of the generous manner in which 
the members of organized labor in 
Massachusetts had contributed to the 
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fund for Mr. Foster and his family, and 
of the fact that ten thousand dollars 
had been raised in the past year for the 
families of Mr. Cohen and Mr. Driscoll. 
The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 
Resolution No. 88—By Delegates Samuel 
Ross and John Golden, of the United 
Textile Workers of America: 
WHEREAS, There are over six hun- 
dred thousand textile workers in this 
country, of whom sixty per cent. are 
womer and children; and 
WHEREAS, This latter fact greatly 
militates against the progress of these 
workers by organized efforts, as we 
realize that women and children are 
largely dependent upon legislative action 
for an amelioration of their present con- 
dition; and 


WIIEREAS, The very small, and in 
some states the almost entire lack of 
remedial legislation prevents further 
progress in other states; and 

WHEREAS, This playing of state 


against state has in the past prevented, 
and bids fair in the future to prevent, 
the economic and industrial progress of 
women workers throughout the country; 
therefore, be it 

‘RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, go on record 
as favoring the appointment on each and 
every state commission on uniform state 
laws representatives of organized labor, 
to the end that these commissions may 
seek to put the worst states (in the 
matter of labor laws) on a level with 
the best, that the movement to uplift 
the standard of our women workers and 
to abolish child labor may be carried on 
in a more universal manner. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 88, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 84—By Delegates John 
Golden and Samuel Ross, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, The Legislature of Mass- 
achusetts at its session last year, mainly 
at the request of the trade unions of that 
state, adopted the savings bank insurance 
and annuity system, by means of which 
the wage earner is enabled to get abso- 
lutely safe life insurance at its lowest 
possible cost, and is afforded the oppor- 
tunity of securing out of his own earn- 
ings, by monthly payments, annuities to 
make his old age financially independ- 
ent; and 

WHEREAS, The Massachusetts savings 
bank insurance and old-age annuity 
system has now been put into practical 
operation, and under it the heavy ex- 
pense of solicitors, collectors, high-sal- 
aried officials and dividends to _ stock- 
holders have been eliminated, and a sys- 
tem established which is conducted 
wholly for the benefit of the insured—a 
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system of the people, for the people and 
by the people; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, having given careful consideration 
to this project, and realizing its impor- 
tance and far-reaching influence to the 
wage earners of the United States, hereby 
endorses the system and recommends it 
to the careful study and consideration of 
the organized wage workers of America. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 8, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 92—By Delegate Geo. R. 
French, of the Cigar Makers  Interna- 
tional Union: 

WHEREAS, For many years it has been 
the policy of the American Federation of 
Labor to, whenever possible, in disputes 
between employers and employes to ap- 
oA the principle of voluntary arbitration; 
an 


WHEREAS, This policy when intelli- 
gently employed has resulted in many in- 
stances to be of benefit to the organiza- 
tions interested; and 

WHEREAS, There is now pending be- 
fore Congress a bill known as the ‘“‘Town- 
send bill,’’ which purports to be a meas- 
ure in the direction of compulsory inves- 
tigation of strikes, but which is really, in 
effect, the forerunner of compulsory arbi- 
tration, with all its evils; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor has been and is still opposed to 
compulsory arbitration: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reindorse its opposition 
to the principles of compulsory arbitra- 
tion as contained in the ‘‘Townsend bill” 
and recommend to our affiliated organiza- 
tions that they use every honorable means 
to apply the principles of voluntary arbi- 
tration in disputes between them and 
their employers. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 92, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Gallagher—I would ask the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to a 
resolution. Late Saturday night I re- 
ceived a special delivery letter from our 
International office asking me to intro- 
duce a resolution in behalf of our label. 

The unanimous consent of the Conven- 
tion having been gained, Delegate Gal- 
lagher presented the following: 

Resolution No. 94—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher, of the International Photo 
Engravers: 

WHEREAS, The International Photo 


Engravers’ Union of North America has 
adopted a Union Label, to be placed on 
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all photo engravings which are made en- 
a by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The many affiliated Inter- 
national Unions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor have occasion to use photo 
engravings in connection with propa- 
ganda, advertising their own particular 
labels; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Twenty-Highth Annual 
Convention assembled, That the atten- 
tion of our affiliated unions is called to 
the necessity of demanding the label of 
the International Photo Engravers’ Union 
on all half tones, cuts and other illus- 
trated matter as a means of effectively 
assisting the International Photo En- 
gravers’ Union in its efforts to obtain 
the best possible conditions for its mem- 
bers. 

The resolution was referred by Presi- 
dent Gompers to the Committee on La- 
bels. 

Delegate Hayes (Max §S.), for the Com- 
mittee on Labels, reported as follows: 

“We, your Committee on Labels, beg 
leave to call attention to the following, 
under the caption of ‘Label Conference,’ 
in the report of the Executive Council to 
this Convention: 

LABEL CONFERENCE. 


In conformity with the resolution 
adopted by the Norfolk Convention au- 
thorizing the call of a conference of five 
members representing the label organi- 
zations, President Gompers selected the 
following organizations to select repre- 
sentatives to that conference: 

Boot and Shoe Workers’ Union. 
United Hatters of North America. 
United Garment Workers of America. 


International Typographical Union, 
and the 
Cigarmakers’ International Union of 
America. 


The representatives of these organiza- 
tions held two meetings at the head- 
quarters in Washington. Full reports of 
this committee are published in the 
March and August issues of the Ameri- 
can Federationist. Briefly stated, the 
reports of the committee recommended 
that in view of the recent court decisions 
a circular be issued to all affiliated In- 
ternational unions, State Federations, 
Central Bodies and the labor press, urg-' 
ing that greater attention be paid to thei 
work of creating a demand for union’ 
labor and union labeled products. It was 
also decided to authorize the issuance 
of a Union Label Law Digest, covering 
the laws and court decisions, for the 
protection of the union labels, and also 
the basis upon which suits may be in- 
stituted before the courts for the pro- 
tection of the rights of the organizations 
in their respective union labels. 

It was further decided that the vari- 
ous affiliated organizations having labels 
be requested to donate certain sums for 
the purpose of carrving on the necessary 
work. Various label organizations hav- 
ing labels have been communicated with 
and requested to make such donations. 
Sufficient money has already been re- 
ceived at the office for this purpose to 
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guarantee the carrying out of this work. 
We are still in communication with sev- 
eral of the organizations relative to their 
making a donation for this purpose. 

The conference clearly demonstrated 
one thing; that is, the adoption of a 
universal label at this time or in the 
near future is entirely out of the ques- 
tion. It will be necessary to advance 
gradually toward the methods for a com- 
prehensive, universal agitation of the 
union label in which all unions must 
bear their proportionate share of the 
expense involved. Some advance has 
been gained and unquestionably more 
will be as it progresses. 


The committee reported as follows on 
the above portion of the report of the 
Executive Council: 

“The committee have given the report 
of the Executive Council due considera- 
tion, and fully endorse the _ action 
which resulted in calling the Label Con- 
ference, as well as the action taken by 
that body, and would recommend that 
such conference be continued, especially 
at this time when a hostile judiciary and 
capitalistic combinations are endeavor- 
ing to discrimirate ‘against trade unions 
and union-made products. We _ believe 
that the propaganda in favor of union- 
labeled products will not only redound 
to the benefit of those trades that have 
labels, but will also add strength and 
solidarity to all other organizations.” 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 14—By Delegates A. Mc- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, Recent court’ decisions 
have practically negatived the prosecut- 
ing of boycotts on unfair corporations 
and industries, thereby depriving the 
workers of a means of redress for op- 
pressions imposed; and 

WHEREAS, A means of redress for 
wrongs and oppressions imposed is nec- 
essary for the protection of the workers 
and those dependent upon them; and 

WHEREAS, The accomplishment of 
this purpose and end will require the 
more systematic, vigorous and_  con- 
stant agitation among the trade union- 
ists and among those who are not mem- 
bers of any trade union, but who are 
open to conviction as to the true merits 
and meaning o. the ‘Trade Marks” of 
the trade unions, education being nec- 
essary to the success of our noble move- 
ment; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That an 


arrangement be 
effected by and 


between the National 
and International Unions (who have a 
trade mark that the public generally 
should be in closer touch with and have 
a greater knowledge of), whereby a 
space of one or two pages in each 
monthly journal shall be devoted to the 
advertising of a given number of Union 
Labels each month, That a system of 
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electrotypes of a standard size be got- 
ten up of a given number by National 
and International Unions containing a 
cut of the respective labels, with suita- 
ble reading matter around them giving 
instructions as to where each particular 
label will be found on the product of 
that particular craft. That these elec- 
trotypes be shipped to the American 
Federation of Labor headquarters and 
there grouped and numbered so that 
each label will be presented to the mem- 
bers of each National and International 
Union during the succeeding 12 months. 
That each group of labels for assignment 
shall be numbered, and the respective 
journals be aiso numbered, That one 
group be shipped to each journal from 
the American Federation of Labor head- 
quarters, and after that, Journal No. 1 
shall ship, after publication, Group No. 
1 to Journal 100, or whatever the high- 
est number be after the numbering has 
been completed, each group number be- 
ing moved up each month until each 
group has appedred in each one of the 
journals entering this plan of label ad- 
vertising. / 

On Resolution No, 14 the committee re- 
ported as follows: “Your committee 
recommend to the organizations hav- 
ing labels this resolution for favorable 
consideration and also recommend its 
reference to the Union Label Conference, 
the committee taking it for granted that 
such conference will reconvene.”’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 6—By Delegate Robert 
Glockling, of the International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders: 


WHEREAS, The International Brother- 
hood of Bookbinders has adopted a label 
to be used exclusively on blank books, to 
which the Allied Printing Trades labels 
do not apply, such as ordinary daybooks, 
journals, plain ledgers, blotters, exercise 
books, cash books or any class of books 
without printing therein; and 

WHEREAS, Such label has received 
the endorsement of the Joint Conference 
Board of the Allied Printing Trades; and 

WHEREAS, The general use of this 
label will materially aid in organizing 
this particular branch of the bookbind- 
ing industry which has heretofore been 
found difficult to reach by reason of the 
fact that much of this class of work is 
produced by cheap foreign labor to a 
large extent on a sweat-shop basis; and 

WHEREAS, A great deal of this class 
of goods is constantly in use in our thou- 
sands of labor organizations; therefore, 


eb it 

RESOLVED, That the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Convention assembled, 
do hereby recommend that all labor or- 
ganizations aftiliated herewith do encour- 
age, to the extent of their ability, the use 
of the ‘“Bookbinders’ Blank-Book Label” 
by giving preference to such blank books 
as bear the label of the International 
Brotherhood of Bookbinders, and we 
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further recommend that all labor journals 
do aid and encourage, through their 
columns, the use of the same. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 6, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation was con- 
curred in. 

Resolution No. 13—By Delegates A. Mc- 
Andrew and E. Lewis Evans, of the 
Tobacco Workers International Union: 

WHEREAS, The Union Label is the 
trade mark of our trade unions; and 

WHEREAS, This trade mark has been 
adopted to be used by all members of 
trade unions as a guide to distinguish 
the fair union made products from those 
that are unfair; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union has adopted a blue 
label for the express purpose of giving 
the purchaser undisputed proof that the 
tobacco he buys which bears the blue 
label is the product of union labor; and 

WHEREAS, The Tobacco Workers’ blue 
label has received the endorsement of the 
American Federation of Labor and all its 
affiliated unions; and 

WHEREAS, It is esesntial to the best 
interest of the Tobacco Workers’ Inter- 
national Union that the greatest possible 
patronage shall be given to the tobacco 
products bearing the union label; there- 
fore, be it : 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, November, 1908, hereby 
reaffirms its previous endorsement of the 
blue label of the Tobacco Workers’ In- 
ternational Union; therefore, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the members of the 
affiliated unions are requested to lend 
their assistance in creating a greater de- 
mand for tobacco bearing the blue label. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

The. question was discussed by 
gate McAndrew. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 18 be amended to read as fol- 
lows, and then referred to the Executive 
Council for further action when occasion 
arises: 

Resolution No. 18—By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alliance of 
Bill Posters and Billers of America: 

The International Alliance of Bill Post- 
ers and Billers ef America do hereby 


Dele- 


notify the assembled delegates of this 
Convention that our International Con- 
vention, to be held in the near future, 


will adopt an emblem or design as a trade 
mark of our vocation in the shape of a 
uniform rubber stamp. and an ink im- 
pression of this stamp will be placed 
in a prominent place on all. dis- 
play advertising in our line, viz.: what 
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is known as indoor and outdoor ad- 
vertising. The emblem will be planned 
at our next Convention. We now have 
in use a stamp in different cities denot- 
ing that the advertising was handled 
from a union standpoint, but on account 
of it not being uniform in design, we 
take this means of notifying the Conven- 
tion of the proposed change. We expect 
that our stamp (fac simile) will be given 
the necessary trades union publicity in 
the various channels at the American 
Federation of Labor. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Tighe. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 19—By Delegate A. P. 
Tighe, of the International Alliance of 
Bill Posters and Billers of America: 


WHEREAS, It has been the custom of 
labor organizations in the past to give 
balls, dances, excursions, receptions, ben- 
efits, etc., and it has been the custom to 
have bill posting and advertising done for 
same; and 

WHEREAS, The International Alliance 
of Bill Posters and Billers of America is 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That whenever any labor 
organization, affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, have any work of 
this description done, either bill posting, 
indoor or outdoor advertising, it shall be 
given to members of our Alliance or firms 
that employ our members. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 19, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 2i—By the International 
Typographical Union delegation: 


WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union is making a most vigor- 
ous label campaign, in this connection 
expending thousands of dollars; and 
WHEREAS, Every well-conducted, con- 
sistent and persistent label campaign is of 
value and assistance to all other label 
crusades, and in the propagation and ex- 
tension of the sale and use of union- 
labeled products; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That all International, Na- 
tional, State, City Central and Local 
Unions be requested to aid the Interna- 
tional Printing Trade Unions by attach- 
ing label stickers (which may be obtained 
in any quantity desired from the Interna- 
tional Typographical Union), to non- 
labeled printed matter and returning it to 
the party, firm or corporation responsible 
for the issuance of this non-labeled 
printed matter. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 
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On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 29—-By Delegates James 
A. Cable and Thomas McManus, of the 
Coopers International Union of North 
America: 

WHEREAS, Notwithstanding the loyal 
support which is given to the Coopers’ 
label by some affiliated organizations, it 
is nevertheless still lacking in prestige 
to accomplish the fullest measure of re- 
sults; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, reaffirms its endorsement of the 
Coopers’ Union label and calls upon all 
unions and members of unions every- 
where to assist in creating a better de- 
mand for same, 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The Committee on Entertainment an- 
nounced that a ride around the city had 
been planned for Tuesday afternoon, and 
asked that the Convention be adjourned 
at noon on Tuesday. 

Delegate Ehret—I move that the invita- 
tion be accepted, and that when this Con- 
vention adjourns at noon on Tuesday it 
be to reconvene at 9 o’clock Wednesday 
morning. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Morris moved as an 
amendment that the Convention be ad- 
journed at 1 o’clock Tuesday. (Seconded, 
but not carried.) 

Delegate Mahon spoke in opposition to 
the motion before tke Convention, stat- 
ing many of the delegates had only a 
limited time in which to attend the Con- 
vention, and the Convention should re- 
main in session and attend to the busi- 
ness that would come before it. 

Delegate Sharpe spoke in favor of the 
motion. 

Delegate Hawley opposed the motion. 

On motion, debate was closed, and the 
motion was carried by a vote of 80 to 66. 

Delegate Hatch asked for and obtained 
the consent of the Convention to the in- 
troduction of a resolution, and presented 
the following, which was referred to the 
Committee on Resolutions: 

Resolution No. 9%—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The firm of S. Karpsen 
Bros. of the city of Chicago, IIll., has 
been awarded a large contract for up- 
holstered furniture to be used for the 
furnishing of the United States Senate 
office, Washington, D. C.; and 

WHEREAS, The labor laws of the 
United States of America provide that 
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government contracts shall be awarded 
to contractors who pay the prevailing 
rates of wages, and work their employes 
not more than eight hours per day; and 

WHEREAS, The firm of S. Karpsen 
Bros. is at this time working on the con- 
tract in question, and working its men 
nine hours per day, which is a violation 
of the laws under which this contract was 
awarded; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
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structed to communicate immediately 
with the department responsible for the 
letting of this contract and attention be 
called to the violation of the labor laws 
by the firm in question, and a request 
be made to have its work turned over to 
Sennen who will comply with the 
aws. 


At 12:20 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 2 p. m. 





SIXTH DAY—Monday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., Monday, November 16, President 
Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: O’Brien (M. J.), Barnes, 
Kellington, Bechtold, Williams (J. ) 


Hoag, Potter, Curran, Quinn, Foster, 
Tracy (Wm. J.), Clark (W. W.), Barry 
(P. T.), Byrnes, Powell, Braunschweig, 


Rocker, Welch, Dowling, Dunn (Jas. J.), 
Hood, Robinson (Harry P.), Wurster, 
Moore, Peetz, Kuhn, Behrens, Nutt, Sny- 
der, Frazier. 


Delegate Hayes (Max S.) continued the 
report of the Committee on Labels, as 
follows: 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 31, when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 31—By Delegate Chris 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers International Union: 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union represents bread made 
under fair and sanitary conditions, hon- 
est wages and by union men; and 

WHEREAS, The label of the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ is the only 
proof of same, as it distinguishes union- 
made products from non-union products 
which are unfair; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled in Denver, Colo., endorse the label 
of Bakery and Confectionery Workers’ 
International Union; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That every member of 
each affiliated union be and is hereby 
requested to demand the Union Label on 
all bread he or she may _ purchase, 
thereby showing his or her loyalty to 
the cause of Unionism in a substantial 
manner. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 36, when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No, 36—-By Delegate James 
W. Wall, of Federal Labor Union No. 


1102: 
WHEREAS, Thousands of dollars have 
been spent by the trades union move- 


ment of America in advertising union- 
made products, as well as the various 
union labels, so as to educate the work- 
ers and our friends; also to constantly 
call the attention of the public to the 
fact that goods so labeled are made 
under fair conditions as well as in 
healthy and sanitary workshops; and 

WHER S, Many attempts are being 
made to deceive the public into buying 
alleged union-made goods; and 

WHEREAS, There is now and has 
been on the market for some time a 
tobacco known and advertised as Union 
Leader, which is an infringement upon 
a Union tobacco known as Central Union, 
bearing the label of the Tobacco Work- 
ers’ International Union; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in Convention assem- 
bled, hereby endorse and recommend that 
union men and friends purchase only such 
brands of tobacco as bear the Tobacco 
Workers’ union label. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 38—By the Cigarmakers 
Delegation: 


WHEREAS, The Cigarmakers’ Inter- 
national Union of America, through a 
want of necessity, to protect the interests 
of the cigarmakers, created an emblem 
known as the Blue Label, to be placed on 
each box of cigars, thereby guaranteeing 
the consumer that the cigars contained 
therein are manufactured under sanitary 
Ps aca and by competent workmen; 
an 

WHEREAS, The Blue Label of the 
Cigarmakers’ International Union of Am- 
erica represents the eight-hour work day 
and fair paid labor, thereby making the 
pronounced distinction between coolie, 
trust, tenement house and child labor; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Convention assem- 
bled at Denver, Colo., re-endorse the Blue 
Label of the Cigarmakers’ International 
Union of America. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 38, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 
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Resolution No. 58—By the Journeymen 
Tailors and the Garment Workers dele- 
gations: 


WHEREAS, The courts of our country 
in several instances have denied us our 
constitutional rights, and have frequently 
enjoined us from doing that against which 
there is no moral or civil law, and have 
restrained us from doing many things 
which are essential to the life and wel- 
fare of organized labor; and 

WHEREAS, Up to this time they have 
not enjoined us from putting union labels 
on products made by our hands for our 
employers who want labels on their out- 
put, and as we have not been enjoined 
from requesting our friends to patronize 
union-made products, nor enjoined from 
mentioning that there are union labels in 
this country; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all delegates of this 
Convention, upon their return home, 
preach with greater energy than ever be- 
fore the gospel of earnest work and fidel- 
ity for and to the label, and to insist that 
their organizations make its supply and 
demand one of the paramount objects in 
the field of their endeavor to uplift the 
wage earners of our common country. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 58, and recommended that 
it be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 63—By Delegate Arthur 
Kahn, of the International Association of 
Fur Workers of the United States and 
Canada: 

WHEREAS, The Fur Workers are in 
a continuous struggle for the betterment 
of their conditions; and 

WHEREAS, They can be_ successful 
only by and through the aid of organ- 
ized labor and its friends; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we request of the 
members of organized labor and its 
friends to ask for the label of the Inter- 
national Association of Fur Workers of 
the United States and Canada whenever 
purchasing fur garments, and that the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor appeals to 
all sympathizers to do likewise, and that 
we request all trade and labor papers to 
turn the attention of their readers to the 
label of said organization. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 63, and recommended that 
it be aliopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 7i—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 


RESOLVED, That the observance of 
the patronage of union products of union 
men and of firms 
shall be 
union 


union exclusively 
as obligatory among 
and tenets as that of 


made 
principles 
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maximum hours and the minimum wage; 
that political action shall be an asset of 
unionism and no excuse for non-observ- 
ance shall be countenanced. 

The committee reported non-concur- 
rence in Resolution No. 71, and recom- 
mended that it be not adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 8i—By Delegates A. B. 
Grout and James J. Dardis, of the Metal 
Polishers, Buffers, Platers and Brass 
Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, All metal goods having a 
polished or plated finish, if they are 
manufactured under fair union condi- 
tions, can be secured with the Metal 


Polishers’, Buffers’, Platers’ and Brass 
and Silver Workers’ Union Label at- 
tached; therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
BKighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, recommend to 
its affiliated bodies and all friendly per- 
sons that they demand such goods bear- 
ing the label whenever making any pur- 
chase, 

The committee reported concurrence in 
Resolution No. 87, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Delegate Hayes—That completes the 
partial report of the Committee on 
Labels. 

Vice-President Mitchell, Chairman of 
the Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies, reported as follows: 

Resolution No. 8—By Delegate Charles 
T. Smith, of the Washington, D. C., 
Central Labor Union: 

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of 
this Twenty-EKighth Convention that all 
subordinate unions of International and 
National unions are hereby requested to 
immediately affiliate with the city cen- 
tral bodies of their respective localities. 

The committee reported favorably on 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 16—By Delegate T. W. 
McCullough, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, For the purpose of propa- 
ganda, it becomes necessary at times to 
reach the individual members of organ- 
ized labor directly; and 

WHEREAS, Much difficulty has been 
met at various times because of the in- 
ability of access to the membership di- 
rectly, and by reason of this inability, 
the dissemination of needful and often 
important information is greatly re- 
tarded, and thus the cause suffers; and 

HEREAS, It is often desirable to 
reach the mass of unorganized labor as 
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individuals for the purpose of imparting 
information that may be of service to or- 


ganized labor, especially in the matter 
of education of the unorganized in the 
fundamentals of the labor movement, 


and the necessity of organization; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recommends to central 
bodies of the various cities and industrial 
centers of the jurisdiction of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor that the secre- 
taries of such bodies provide, whenever 
practicable, lists of the memberships of 
the several affiliated unions composing 
such central bodies; such lists to contain 
the postoffice addresses of the member- 
ships. and to be carefully preserved un- 
der rules to be made by the central bodies 
for the protection of the membership. 
These lists to be available, under proper 
restrictions, at any time to the properly 
recognized bodies of organized labor for 
the purpose of spreading needed or use- 
ful information to the members. And 
that the secretaries of the central bodies, 
as far as possible, provide similar lists 
of the non-union workingmen in their 
several districts. such lists to be similarly 
ee and used as the lists of union mem- 
ers, 


The committee reported favorably on 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 28—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, A charter has been issued 
by the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor to the Bronx Labor 
Council, New York City, N. Y.; and 

WHEREAS, The Central Federated 
Union of Greater New York and Vicinity 
entered a protest against the granting 
of said charter to the Twenty-Seventh 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Norfolk, Va.; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, To request information at 
the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor at 
Denver, Colo., as to why such charter 
was granted without due notice being 
given to the protesting body. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion, the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


LOCAL UNION STRIKES. 


A number of applications have been 
made by locals directly affiliated for as- 
sistance in case of strikes and lock-outs 
during the year. Where such applica- 
tions were made and were in conformity 
with the provisions of Article XIII of 
the Constitution, assistance has been 
promptly given to them. In some cases 
it developed that the officers of the local 
unions did not thoroughly understand the 
provisions of Article XIII, and it required 
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considerable correspondence to have them 
thoroughly understand this provision in 
the Constitution. The Executive Council 
is now, as it has always been, desirous of 
dealing as generously as possible under 
= law with the directly affiliated local 
unions. 


During the year, benefits from the De- 
fense Fund to the directly affiliated local 
unions were paid to the amount of $12,- 
124.00. This amount paid out is wholly 
apart from payments by assessments or 
by other funds raised by voluntary con- 
tributions to aid workmen engaged in 
trade disputes. . 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption 
“Local Union Strikes,” the committee re- 
ported as follows: ‘‘The committee recom- 
mend that a circular letter be directed by 
the Executive Council to all directly affili- 
ated local unions calling attention to 
Article XIII of the Constitution.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Gallagher and President Gompers. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Delegate Wheeler—I would like to have 
the Secretary note in the proceedings of 
this session that the question of the 
Pavers and Rammermen is referred by the 
Committee on Building Trades to the 
Committee on Adjustment. 

On motion the request of Delegate 
Wheeler was granted. 

Delegate Coombe, for the Committee on 
Credentials, presented the following sup- 
plemental report: 


“Your Committee on Credentials recom- 
mend the seating of W. G. Richards as 
delegate from the Ohio State Federation 
of Labor, with one vote; the seating of 
S. J. Thompson, delegate from the Texas 
State Federation of Labor, with one vote, 
and William E. Terry, from the Federated 
Trades Council of*San Diego, California, 
with one vote.”’ 

(Signed) 
“ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
“ALVIN HOWES, 
“PATRICK DUFFY, Secretary.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in and the dele- 
gates seated. 


Delegate Sharpe, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Treasurer’s Report, submitted 
the following: 
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COMMITTEE ON TREASURER’S RE- 
PORT. 
Denver, Colo., Nov. 16, 1908. 
To the American Federation of Labor: 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Your Committee on Treasurer’s Report 
beg leave to submit the following: 

Your committee understand that it as- 
sumes no responsibility for the actual ex- 
istence of funds as accounted for in 
Treasurer Lennon’s report, but having 
compared the Treasurer’s statement with 
reports of the Secretary and Auditing 
Committee of this Federation, we find 
they agree, and so report. The duty of 
verifying and checking vouchers, receipts, 
certificates of deposit, etc., is one that 
devolyes upon the Auditing Committee 
and that body has already submitted its 
report, and the same has been adopted. 

Your committee think this an oppor- 
tune time to direct attention to the neces- 
sity of further guarding all funds of the 
American Federation of Labor. The re- 
cent experience of the United Hatters of 
America makes it plain that the funds 
of this and kindred organizations are sub- 
ject to attachment upon order of the 
court, and we deem this matter suffi- 
ciently important to justify special con- 
sideration. We, therefore, recommend 
that immediately following adjournment 
of this Convention the Executive Council 
take this matter under advisement and, 
if possible, devise and put in operation 
some method whereby the funds of this 
organization will be removed from the 
danger of attachment and be preserved 
subject only to such order as provided for 
in our Constitution and By-Laws. 


Your committee desire to express their 
approval of the manner in which the 
business affairs of the Treasurer’s office 
have been administered under direction 
of the present incumbent. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
MAGNUS SINCLAIR, Chairman; 
HARRY S. SHARPE, Secretary; 

D. F. MANNING, 

A. J. GALLAGHER, 

E. W. SHIRK, 

JOHN SHERET, 

A. P. TIGHE, 

JAS. J. DARDIS, 

MISS CARRIE PARMER, 
Committee on Treasurer’s Report. 
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Delegate Mahon—I move that the report 
of the committee be approved and 
adopted. (Seconded by Delegate Sinclair.) 

Treasurer Lennon—I desire to say a few 
words regarding safeguarding the funds 
of the Federation against judgments from 
suits at law. The matter was discussed 
in a Council meeting a short time ago, but 
other business intervened and no definite 
conclusion was reached. After returning 
home I discussed the matter with one of 
the best lawyers in our city. He was un- 
able to point out any way it could be 
accomplished with absolute certainty that 
would not involve at some time or another 
perjury on the part of some one. I do not 
say the matter has been examined thor- 
oughly, for it has not. I think the recom- 
mendation of the committee is commend- 
able. It may be that further examination 
and investigation will lead us to some 
conclusion that will reach the end desired. 
I want to assure the delegates here that 
the Treasurer, as well as every member 
of the Council, is as desirous of reaching 
that end as anybody can possibly be. 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Tighe and Delegate Furuseth. 

Delegate Hayes (Max §8.)—There is no 
question as to the gravity of the situa- 
tion that confronts, not only the Fed- 
eration, but the average international 
union that may have a sum of money 
on deposit in the bank. In fact, even 
local unions are in danger under the de- 
cision of the Supreme Court in the Hat- 
ters’ case. The funds-of organized labor 
are practically at the mercy of any em- 
ployer who will attempt to go into 
court and prove he has been damaged 
by reascn of a strike or boycott. If the 
Executive Council has already consid- 
ered plans by and through which the 
funds can be protected, that is some- 
thing I know nothing about. It is a 
question, however, that will have to be 
arranged for in the future. I was going 
to suggest that the American Federa- 
tion of Labor move its headquarters to 
Cleveland, Ohio, for we have a _ bank 
there where any trade union can deposit 
funds and defy any court to reach them. 
Their plan is this: Say a local has one 
thousand dollars in its treasury. Noth- 
ing is to prevent that local from re- 
questing John Smith, a member of the 
local, from taking that money to the 
bank and securing depositor’s certificates 
in its stead. He can then return these 
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depositor’s certificates to the treasurer 
of the local union. There will be noth- 
ing on the books of the bank to 
show that the treasurer has a cent in 
the bank, and yet he can take these cer- 
tificates of deposit, keep them in his 
safe or in a deposit vault and go to the 
bank whenever he needs money and get 
his funds. 

Delegate Ramsay—The union men, Mr. 
Chairman, had an opportunity to place 
their treasuries beyond the reach of 
these persons, but they let that oppor- 
tunity pass by on November 3d. I hope 
and trust the day will come when the 
union men will forget political affilia- 
tions of the past when they see that 
laws are being enacted that take away 
from their rights, and laws that are on 
the books are being misinterpreted so as 
to take away the few rights that are 
left.. There is only one correct way to 
reach this, and that is to change the 
law. Whenever union men can stand to- 
gether and go to the legislatures ana 
say, “You who give us laws that give 
us equality we will recognize, and those 
of you who do not we will remember, 
not on the floor of the Convention. of the 
American Federation of Labor and for- 
get at the ballot box, but we will re- 
member you there.’””’ When you do that, 
those lawyers who are so decried at 
Convention time, and those legislators 
who are on the wrong side of the fence, 
will take heed and get over on the right 
side. If you have money in your treas- 
ury you cannot evade having it levied 
on so long as the right of injunction 
prevails and is so readily issued. 

President Gompers—Discussing this 
matter with competent attorneys this 
statement was made: ‘Yes, suppose you 
do find a way by which through subter- 
fuge you evade the processes and order 
of the court in muleting your organiza- 
tion in damages under the interpreta- 
tion of the Sherman Anti-Trust Law, or 
by fines in cases of contempt proceed- 
ings—suppose you do that, the court 
may thereafter appoint a receiver, not 
necessarily in order to get the money 
you have in some way secreted, but to 
get the money that is being contributed.” 
The receiver would receive the per 
capita tax, the asse*sments or the vol- 
untary contributions, and then we would 
have, instead of the secretary-treasurers 
or the secretaries and treasurers of the 
American Federation of Labor and the 
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International unions receiving the pay- 
ments of the members and of the local 
and International unions, a court officer 
receiving the moneys and turning over to 
the courts the fines imposed and giving 
you what was left. In other words, the 
American labor movement, instead of be- 
ing conducted by its duly elected officers, 
would be conducted by receivers appointed 
by the courts. 


Delegate Furuseth—I would like to ask 
one of the British Fraternal Delegates to 
give us their experience. It is of great im- 
portance that we have all the information 
we can get on this question. 


Fraternal Delegate Skinner—Before the 
Taff Vale decision, which was a judge- 
made law, the unions were supposed to be 
immune in that resnect. If an offense was 
committed against the common law by an 
official of a labor union he was held re- 
sponsible, -but the Taff Vale decision 
made the unions responsible in damages 
when they induced men to leave their 
work or tried to prevent other men from 
taking their places when they struck. 
The injunction was applied for against 
the Amalgamted Society of Railway 
Servants. The injunction was granted and 
the courts had charge of the union’s 
funds. The case was tried and the union 
found guilty of breach of contract and 
interfering with the business of the rail- 
way company. They were assessed in 
heavy damages. 

Then there was the miners’ case. Men 
working in a mine struck without the 
sanction of their executive council. They 
did not-give the required notice, and that 
committed a breach of contract between 
themselves and their employers. Not- 
withstanding that, the union’s executive 
council decided to contribute towards the 
support of the men who were out. One 
of the members of the union was induced 
by the employers to take action in the 
court and get an injunction to prevent 
the union from using its funds for the 
benefit of the men on strike. That in- 
junction was granted and action taken 
against the miners’ union for stopping 
work and damaging the company. In 
the first instance, I think, the courts 
gave damages of something like £180,000 


against the Yorkshire Miners’ Associa- 
tion. 
A general election was well in sight 


at the time the last decision was given. 
and the Yorkshire miners instructed their 
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council to endeavor to have the case de- 
ferred until after the general election. 
That was a wise move, as events proved, 
because the decisions of courts often fol- 
low the ballots. They were successful 
in securing the postponement of the case 
until after the elctions, and to their as- 
tonishment, when the case went to the 
House of Lords, that body gave a ver- 
dict in favor of the miners’ organization. 
We are quite confident that had that 
case been completed before the general 
elections it would have gone against the 
miners and placed them in a very serious 
position. 

We have had two aspects of this. We 
have had employers appeal to get in- 
junctions to prevent the men from using 
the money to maintain the men who 
were out, and, on the other hand, if an 
agent of the union was responsible for 
causing a single man to lose his em- 
ployment that man could immediately 
enter a case in court and claim heavy 
damages from the union for losing his 
situation. 

It seems to me you are in a position 
similar to the one we were in at that 
time. I have listened to the discussion 
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very closely, and to schemes to drive a 
coach and four through the law. The 
lawyers are watching these things very 
closely and will manage to circumvent 
the unions. 

Fraternal Delegate Draper in the chair. 

A discussion of the Danbury Hatters’ 
ease, and of the working of ‘‘govern- 
ment by injunctions’’ generally was en- 
tered into. This was followed by a dis- 
cussion of how these could be remedied 
by political action. Those taking part 
in the discussion were President Gom- 
pers, Delegates McCullough, O’Sullivan, 
Hayes (Max §S.), Grout, Gallagher, Furu- 
seth and Walker. 

On motion of Vice-President Duncan 
debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the Committee on Treasurer’s Report was 
carried. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.) moved that the 
report of the Adjustment Committee be 
made a special order of business for 


10 o’clock Wednesday morning. (Seconded 
and carried.) 

The Convention was adjourned under 
the rules to reconvene at 9 a. m. Tues- 
day, November 17th, 














SEVENTH DAY—Tuesday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 ‘a. m., Tuesday, November 17th, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Richardson (P. F.), 
Tracy (Thos. F.), Feeney, Williams 
(Jos. J.), Kahn, Rickert, Hoag, Sarber, 
Miller (Owen), Balhorn, Tracy (Wm. Ey, 
Thompson (S. J.), Welch, Hood, Robin- 


son (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Moore, 
Woodman, Kotera, Murray, Nutt, Gass, 
Snyder, Frazier (G, L.). 

Delegate Smith, secretary of the Com- 


mittee on Rujes and Order of Business, 


presented - the following supplemental 
report: : 
“We, your Committee on Rules and 


Order of Business, desire to present the 
following report on Resolution No, 70:” 

Resolution No. 70—By Delegate Austin 
Davis, of the Utah State Federation of 
Labor: 

RESOLVED (1), That permanent rules 
of order and business be made a part 
of laws of the American Federation of 
Labor, and that Article III be _ so 
amended as to not include this Conven- 
tion committee, as by past experience it 
has been shown that the committee’s 
work is a waste of time, and that each 
Convention so amends the report as to 
fit the temper of the times, and that 
whatever actual business is before the 
Convention will be transacted, no mat- 
ter what rules may be adopted. (2.) 
That the hours belonging to the legiti- 
mate transaction of business be not 
taken up with hair-splitting discussions 
emanating from either obtuseness, obli- 
quity or personal interest, to the de- 
traction of actual business; be it the 
sense of this Convention that the present 
rules of order be made permanent for 
each succeeding Convention, and that a 
three-fifths vote be required to change 
any provision. (3.) That the secretary 
shall prepare and submit to the Laws 
Committee a concrete draft of the pro- 
posed addition to the laws, to be re- 
ported to the Convention for adoption 
as permanent provisions. 

The committee reported non-concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

The report was signed by 

ALVIN C. HOWES, Chairman, 

GEORGE K. SMITH, Secretary, 

JAMES McKENZIE, 

J. J. MOCKLER, 

E. J. BRAIS, 

FRANK DETLEF, 

HENRY H. BOETTGER, 

A. G. LOEBENBERG, 
Committee. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

President Gompers—Delegate Flannery, 
of the Interior Freight Handlers’ Inter- 
national Union, has a report he will read 
to the Convention. 

Delegate Flannery read the following 
report: 

Denver, Colorado, November 16th, 1908. 


At a meeting arranged at Denver, 
Colorado, on November 16th, 1908, for the 
purpose of arranging certain differences 
between the Brotherhood of Railway 
Clerks and the Interior Freight Hand- 
lers’ International Union, present: 

F. T. Hawley, President of the Switch- 
men’s Union of North America; H. B. 
Perham, President of the Order of Rail- 


road Telegraphers; P, J. Flannery, 
President Interior Freight Handlers’ In- 
ternational Union; Wilbur Braggins, 


Grand President, Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Clerks, it was agreed: 

That the membership of both organi- 
zations should remain as at present, but 
hereafter the line of jurisdiction shall be 
drawn as follows: 

The Interior Freight Handlers’ Inter- 
national Union will organize all men em- 
ployed in warehouses or on team tracks. 

The Brotherhood of Railway Clerks 
will organize all clerks employed in gen- 
eral offices, local freight offices and yard 
clerks. 

It was further agreed that both organ- 
izations will aid in carrying out the 
terms of this agreement. 

P. J. FLANNERY 
President, Interior Freight 
International Union. 
WILBUR BRAGGINS, 
Grand President, Brotherhood of Rail- 
way Clerks. 
Witnesses: 
H. B. PERHAM, 
F. T. HAWLEY. 


Delegate Flannery—Mr. President and 
Delegates: It affords me great honor 
and pleasure at this time to welcome 
another sister organization of railroad 
men under the banner of true trades 
unionism into the American Federation 
of Labor. While we have had jurisdiction 
squabbles for some time we have now 
found a ground, thanks to the President 
of the Switchmen’s Union and the Presi- 
dent of the Railway Telegraphers, on 
which we can meet and agree. Although 
we have had differences in the past we 
are now willing to forget them and walk 
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hand in hand in our work for the ad- 
vancement of the trades union move- 
ment of our country. 

I welcome the Order of Railway Clerks 
into the American Federation of Labor, 
and hope that no act of theirs will ever 
tarnish the fair name of this great insti- 
tution. We hope before the close of the 
Convention to form a Railroad Section 
that will bring under our banner all the 
men engaged in the commercial divisions 
of the railway service. It will also be 
in our minds always to bring all the 
Railroad Brotherhoods under our banner. 

Delegate Mahon moved that the Con- 
vention endorse the agreement read by 
Delegate Flannery. (Seconded.) 

President Gompers—I know I speak the 
sentiment of every delegate to this Con- 
vention, as well as the sentiment of the 
great rank and file of our movement, in 
saying we are heartily glad to welcome 
them in. 

Delegate Mahon’s motion was adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegrams: 

Penargyl, Pa., Nov. 14, 1908. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, Secretary American 

Federation of Labor, Denver, Colo. 

In Convention assembled the Interna- 
tional Union of Slate Workers’ sends 
greeting and hopes for the success of the 
Federation and the re-election of Samuel 
Gompers. 


THOMAS H. PALMER, Secretary. 


San Francisco, Calif., Nov. 16, 1908. 
The Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention, 
— Federation of Labor, Denver, 
olo. 


The Asiatic Exclusion League of Cali- 
fornia sends cordial greetings and sin- 
cere expressions of gratitude for your 
valuable support in behalf of the White 
Man’s cause. We earnestly hope that 
you will continue your efforts until the 
Congress of the United States gives to 
this country an Asiatic exclusion law 
that will effectually exclude all Oriental 
coolies. 


(Signed) 
oO. S. TVEITMOE, President, 
A. E. YOELL, Secretary-Treasurer. 


Secretary Morrison read a communi- 
cation from S. H. Loeb, President Den- 
ver Aerie No. 30, Fraternal Order Eagles, 
inviting the delegates to visit their club 
rooms Tuesday evening. 

Vice-President Morris, for the Enter- 
tainment Committee, announced that the 
ride about the city on Tuesday afternoon 
would be by carriages and automobiles 
instead of by street cars, as first an- 
nounced. 

Delegate Flannery—I would like to 
move at this time that, inasmuch as the 
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charter of the Brotherhood of Railway 
Clerks has been pending for some time, 
the same courtesy be extended to their 
President as was extended to the Presi- 
dent of the Operative Plasterers’ Associa- 
tion—that he be seated in this Conven- 
tion, without a vote. 

Secretary Morrison—I move to amend 
the motion that this Convention recom- 
mend to the Executive Council that a 
charter be issued to the Brotherhood of 
Railway Clerks, and if charter is issued 
that Mr. Wilbur Braggins be seated as 
a delegate without vote. 

Delegate Flannery—I will accept that as 
part of my motion. 

The motion, as amended by Secretary 
Morrison, was carried. 

Delegate McArdle—I move that the re- 
port of the Committee on President’s 
Report be made a special order of busi- 
ness for 10 o’clock Thursday morning. 
(Seconded.) 

Secretary Morrison—Why not make it a 
special order for 9 o’clock- and not waste 
the first hour of the session? 


Delegate McArdle—That will be per- 
fectly satisfactory to us, and I move 
that it be made a special order for 9 
o'clock Thursday morning. (Seconded and 
carried.) 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
ON INTERNATIONAL BROTHER- 
HOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 


Delegate Sexton, chairman of the com- 
mittee, submitted the following: 

To the Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: 

Greeting—Your Special Committee, to 
whom was referred the various resolu- 
tions and protests against the seating 
of delegates representing the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
respectfully submit the following report: 

The committee held five long sessions, 
considered all protests and resolutions 
submitted, and gave full hearing to both 
sides, going into not only the question 
of the eligibility of delegates, but also 
covered fully the unfortunate division 
existing in the Brotherhood. 

We recommend that F. J. McNulty and 
S. J. Fay be seated as the delegates 
from the International Brotherhood of 


Electrical Workers with the full vote of 
the Brotherhood. These delegates having 
been elected by the regular and legal 
Convention of the Brotherhood held at 
Louisville, Ky., in September, 1905. We 
find no authority in the laws of the In- 
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ternational Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers for the President to fill vacan- 
cies in the delegation, and, therefore, do 
not recommend the seating of F. J. 
Sweek, P. W. Collins and M. S. Culver, 
who were appointed by President Mc- 
Nulty. Your committee finds from the 
evidence submitted that the contesting 
delegation, Brothers J. J. Reid, Harry 
Sherman and H. W. Potter, were not 
elected as delegates in accord with the 
laws of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, and are not, there- 
fore, entitled to seats in the Convention. 

Your committee further recommend 
that all officers, members and _ local 
unions of the Brotherhood make every 
effort possible to promote the holding of 
a special Convention in St. Louis, Mo., 
on January 18, 1909, and that under exist- 
ing circumstances every local should be 
represented. We recommend that Presi- 
dent McNulty and Secretary Collins issue, 
jointly, without delay, a circular urging 
the holding of said special Convention 
and every local to be represented there- 
in. We also recommend that Brothers 
J. J. Reid and F. J. Sullivan, represent- 
ing the protesting delegation, issue a 
similar circular urging the holding of 
the special Convention in January, 1909, 
at St. Louis, Mo., and that all locals 
be there represented. 

Your committee also recommend that 
President Gompers be directed to issue a 
circular to all local unions of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers urging that the special Convention 
be held, that all local unions send dele- 
gates, and to embody in such circular 
the action of this Convention. 

Your committee find that the funds 
of the Brotherhood are not available for 
the necessary payment of benefits, and 
the general work of the Brotherhood, be- 
cause of injunction suits, attachments, 
etc., leaving the organization in a condi- 
tion that threatens the life and necessary 
work of the Brotherhood. 


Your committee, in order to relieve this 
unfortunate and perilous situation, rec- 
ommend that all suits at law tieing up 
the funds be withdrawn; that all funds 
now in hand or on deposit, or hereafter 
received, by either side to this contro- 
versy, be made a special trust fund in 
charge of a bank in Springfield, Ill., to 
be designated by President Gompers, to 
be paid out by said bank on orders or 
checks signed by Secretary P. W. Col- 
lins and Treasurer F. J. Sullivan, in ac- 
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cord with the laws of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

Your committee further recommend 
that the action of the special Conven- 
tion to be held in St. Louis, Missouri, 
in January next, be binding and final 
in accord with the Constitution of the 
Brotherhood, upon all questions sub- 
mitted thereto, and that all moneys in 
the trust fund be at the close of the 
Convention turned over to the proper 
officers of the Brotherhood, as desig- 
nated by said special Convention. 

Your committee further recommend 
that as soon as possible President Gom- 
pers appoint a prominent trade unionist 
to co-operate with all officers and mem- 
bers of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers to carry out the 
provisions of these recommendations, his 
salary and expenses to be paid by the 
American Federation of Labor. In case 
of any difference arising as to the car- 
rying out of the provisions of these 
recommendations, either as to the ex- 
penditure of money from the trust fund 
or any other of these recommenda- 
tions, the representative of the American 
Federation of Labor, appointed by Pres- 
ident Gompers, shall decide the matter 
at issue and his decision shall be final 
and binding on both sides; said repre- 
sentative shall also attend the special 
Convention provided for, in an advisory 
capacity. Your committee also recom- 
mend that, if possible, President Gom- 
pers attend said Convention. 


Respectfully submitted, 
W. A. SEXTON, Chairman, 
D. S. FITZGERALD, 
JNO. B. LENNON, 
R. P. RUBIN, 
JAMES E. ROACH, Secretary, 
Special Committee. 


Delegate Perham—I move that the re- 
port of the committee be concurred in. 
(Seconded.) 

The question was discussed at 
by Mr. Potter. 

At the expiration of the time usually 
allowed a _ speaker Delegate Handley 
moved that Mr. Potter’s time be ex- 
tended. (The motion was seconded and 
carried.) 

The question was further discussed 
by Mr. Potter, Treasurer Lennon, Mr. 
Sweek, Mr. Reid, Delegate McNulty, Mr. 
Sherman, Mr. Culver, Mr. Collins and 
Mr. Sullivan. 


length 
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On motion debate was closed. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the Special Committee was carried by a 
vote of 159 to 22. 

The announcement was made _ that 
Resolution No. 5 was referred from the 
Committee on State Organizations to 
the Committee on Organization. 

Delegate Coombe, Chairman of tne 
Committee on Credentials, submitted the 
following supplemental report: 

“Your committee on Credentials recom- 
mend the seating of William Morrison 
to represent the Dallas, Texas, Trades 
Assembly, with 1 vote; also the seating 
of George B. Lang, Fraternal Delegate 
from the Farmers’ Educational and Co- 
Operative Union, without vote. 

(Signed) “ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
“ALVIN HOWES, 
“PATRICK DUFFY, Secre- 

tary.”’ 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Secretary Morrison read the following 
telegram: 


Chicago, Ill., Nov. 15, 1908. 
American Federation of Labor, Conven- 
tion Hall, Denver, Colo. 

Chicago Federation of Labor, in regu- 
lar meeting assembled, by unanimous 
vote adopted the following resolution: 

WH EAS, Considerable newspaper 
notoriety has of late been given to what 
is termed a snub to the President of the 
American Federation of Labor, and since 
nothing has taken place in the last six 
months that can detract from the honor, 
honesty and integrity of this great labor 
leader; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we reaffirm our loy- 
alty to and confidence in the President 
of the American Federation of Labor— 
Samuel Gompers. 

JOHN FITZPATRICK, President, 
E. H. NOCKELS, Secretary. 


Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from Hon. Joseph Olive, Mayor of 
Toronto, urging the Convention to hold 
its next Convention in that city. 

A communication from the President 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Maintenance of Way Employes, A. B. 
Lowe, was also read, inviting President 
Gompers and Secretary Morrison to at- 
tend their Convention to be held in New 
Orleans in December. 

A communication was also read from 
the Chamber of Commerce of Elmira, 
N. Y., extending an invitation to the 


Convention to meet in that city in 1909. 
The statement was made that the Mayor 
of Elmira joined in the invitation. 
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RULES AND ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


The following are the rules and order 
of business as amended and adopted by 
this Convention: 

Rule 1—The convention shall be called 
to order 9 a. m., remain in session until 
12 o’clock noon; re-assemble at 2 p. m., 
and continue in session until 5:30 p. m., 
except on Saturday, which shall be a 
half-holiday. 

Rule 2—If a delegate while speaking be 
called to order, he shall, at the request 
of the chair, take his seat until the 
question of order is decided. 

Rule 3—Should two or more delegates 
rise to speak at the same time, the chair 
shall decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Rule 4—No delegate shall interrupt 
another in his remarks except it be to 
call him to a point of order. 

Rule 5—A delegate shall not speak 
more than once on the same question 
until all who wish to speak shall have 
had an opportunity to do so. 

Rule 6—A delegate shall not speak 
more than twice upon a question with- 
out permission from the Convention. 

Rule 7—Speeches shall be limited to 
ten minutes, but the time of speaking 
may be extended by vote of the Con- 
vention, 

Rule 8—A motion shall not be open for 
discussion until it has been seconded and 
stated from the chair. 

Rule 9—At the request of five members 
the mover of a motion shall be required 
to reduce it to writing. 

Rule 10—When a question is pending 
before the Convention no motion shall 
be in order except to adjourn, to refer, 
for the previous question, to postpone 
indefinitely, to postpone for a certain 
time, to divide or amend, which motions 
shall have precedence in the order 
named. 

Rule 11—Motions to lay on the table 
shall not be debatable, except as limited 
by Roberts’ Rules of Order. 

Rule 12—A motion to reconsider shall 
not be entertained unless made by a 
delegate who voted in the majority, and 
shall receive a majority vote. 

Rule 183—That the reports of committees 
shall be subject to amendments and sub- 
stitutes from the floor of the Convention, 
the same as other motions and resolu- 
tions. 

Rule 14—Any delegate failing to pre- 
sent his card within 30 minutes after 
the Convention is called to order shall 
be marked absent, but in the event of 
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unavoidable absence he may so report to 
the Secretary and be marked present. 

Rule 15—-It shall require at least 30 
members to move the previous question. 

Rule 16—All resolutions shall bear the 
signature of the introducer and the title 
of the organization he represents. 

Rule 17—No motion or resolution shall 
be voted upon until the mover or intro- 
ducer has had a chance to speak if he 
or she so desires, 

Rule 18—No resolutions shall be re- 
ceived after Friday’s session, November 
18, without unanimous consent of the 
Convention. 

Rule 19—When a roll call vote has 
been taken, and all delegates or delega 
tions present have had the opportunity to 
record their votes, the ballot shall be 
declared closed. 

Rule 20—When a roll call ballot has 
been ordered that no adjournment take 
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place until the result has been an- 
nounced. 

Rule 2il—Roberts’ Rules shall be the 
guide on all matters not herein pro- 
vided. 

Rule 22—The main body of the hall 
shall be reserved for delegates. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


1—Reading minutes of previous ses- 
sion, which will be dispensed with unless 
called for. 

2—Report of Committee on Credentials. 
3—Report of Officers. 

4—Report of Regular Committees. 
5—Report of Special Committees. 
6—Unfinished Business. 

7—New Business. 

8—Election of Officers. 

9—Good of the Federation. 
10—Adjournment. 


At 1 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed to reconvene at 9 a. m. Wednes- 
day, November 18th. 








EIGHTH DAY—Wednesday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9a. m., Wednesday, November 18th, Pres- 
ident Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Collins (P. W.), Will- 
iams (J. J.), Hoag, Miller (Owen), Gal- 
lagher, Tracy (Wm. J.), Martin, Byrnes, 
Tobin (D. J.), Powell, Thompson, Davis 
(Austin), Welch, Hood, Robinson (Harry 
P.), Breitenstein, Moore, Woodman, 
Kotera, Nutt, Frazier (G. L.). 

President Gompers—There exists two 
organizations of Railway Carmen, one af- 
filiated to the American Federation of 
Labor, the other unaffiliated, both of 
them international unions, and _ both 
claiming the same jurisdiction. For sev- 
eral years this matter has been in con- 
tention, and whatever efforts I could 
bring to bear to effect some agreement 
between these two bodies I brought to 
bear. A conference was held some two 
months ago, but with little or no suc- 
cess; in fact, there was entire disagree- 
ment. I continued correspondence with 
the representatives of both organizations, 
however, and thinking they were in a 
more yielding state of mind I invited 
them to send representatives here. I sug- 
gested that if they desired a representa- 
tive committee from the Convention, the 
Executive Council, or myself to act with 
the committees of both organizations, a 
closer union or amalgamation might be 
brought about. If the Convention will 
authorize the appointment of a commit- 
tee of three the Chair will appoint such 
a committee to endeavor to bring about 
harmony between these two organiza- 
tions. 


On motion of Delegate Fitzgerald the 
chair was authorized to appoint a Spe- 
cial Committee to confer with the repre- 
sentatives of the two organizations 
named. 

President Gompers appointed as such 
Special Committee Delegate Perham, Del- 
egate Flannery and Delegate Braggins. 


Delegate Coombe, Chairman of the 
Committee on Credentials, presented the 
following supplemental report: 


“We hereby recommend the seating of 
Arthur A. Hay, representing the Los An- 
geles Central Labor Council, with one 
vote. 

(Signed) 
“ISAAC COOMBE, Chairman, 
“ALVIN HOWES, 
“PATRICK DUFFY, Secretary.” 


Recommendation concurred in and Dele- 
gate Hay seated. 

Vice-President Mitchell, for the Com- 
mittee on Local and Federated Bodies, 
submitted the following report: 

Resolution No. 60—By Delegates J. J. 
Sullivan and W. F. Costello, of the In- 
ternational Association of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers: 


WHEREAS, Article XI, Section 8, of 
the American Federation of Labor Con- 
stitution stipulates specifically that no 
Central Body affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor shall reject creden- 
tials presented by a duly elected or ap- 
pointed delegation of a local union char- 
tered by a national or international union 
having affiliation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Several locals of the In- 
ternational Association of Steam Fitters 
and Helpers have made application for 
affiliation with Central Bodies affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
and the same have been rejected; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, By this Twenty-eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor that the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor immedi- 
ately notify all Central Bodies affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
that they shall immediately comply with 
Article XI, Section 8, of the American 
Federation of Labor Constitution. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Vice-President Mitchell—That concludes 
the report of the 


and recommended its 


Committee on Local 
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and Federated Bodies, which is signed by 
the full committee: 


JOHN gi Chairman; 
VICTOR A. OLANDER, 


EY, 
ARTHUR MUHLEMAN, 
JOHN meatal 
A. F. STA 
JOHN E. TONGSTREET, 
R. H. CURRAN, 


Et IGENE MER 

|: ae ROBINSON, Secretary. 
Committee on Local and Federated 
Bodies. 


Delegate Ryan (W. D.), for the Special 
Committee on Lincoln Celebration, pre- 
sented the following report, which was 
amended to read as follows: 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON LINCOLN 
CENTENNIAL, 


We, your Special Committee, to whom 
was referred that portion of the report 
of the Executive Council dealing with the 
Lincoln Centennial, beg leave to report as 
follows: 

The leading incidents in the early life 
of the men who have most decidedly in- 
fluenced the destinies of our republic 
present a striking similarity. The de- 
tails, of course, differ; but fhe story, in 
outline, is the same—‘“‘the short and sim- 
ple annals of the poor.’ 

Of obscure parentage—accustomed to 
toil from their tender years—with few 
facilities for the education of the school 
—they struggled on, independent, self-re- 
liant, till by their own personality they 
had hewed their way to the positions for 
which their individual .talents and pecu- 
liarities stamped them as best fitted. 
Children of nature, rather than of art, 
they have ever in their later years—amid 
scenes and associations entirely dissimi- 
lar to those with which in youth and 
early manhood they were familiar—re- 
tained something indicative of their ori- 
gin and training. In speech or in action 
—often in both—they have smacked of 
their native soil. If they have lacked 
the grace of the courtier, ample compen- 
sation has been afforded in the honesty 
of the men. If their address was at 
times abrupt, it was at least frank and 
unmistakable. Both friend and foe knew 
exactly where to find them. Unskilled in 
the subtlety of the mere politician or the 
self-seeker, they have borne themselves 
straightforward to the points whither 
their judgment and conscience directed. 


Such men may have been deemed fit sub- 
jects for the jests and sneers of more 
cultivated peoples, but they are none the 
less dear to us as Americans—will none 
the less take their place among those 
whose names the good, throughout the 
world, will not willingly let die. 

Of this class, pre-eminently, was Abra- 
ham Lincoln, the sixteenth president of 
the United States, son of Thomas and 
Nancy Lincoln—the former a Kentuckian, 
the latter a Virginian—who was born 
February 12, 1809, near Hodgenville, the 
county seat of what is now known as 
Le Rue county, Kentucky. 

The hardships and privations of his 
early life are too well known to call for, 
or necessitate, a recital here. We _ be- 
lieve, were he living now, he would be 
an ardent exponent of the principles 
promulgated by the American Federation 
of Labor in its contest for industrial 
freedom, government by law, and equal- 
ity of all before the law. We believe it 
timely to quote a few sentences from 
speeches and messages delivered by Mr. 
Lincoln prior to, and during, the time 
that he occupied the presidency, which, 
in our opinion, apply somewhat to the 
industrial situation as we find it to-day: 


I believe this government cannot en- 
dure permanently half slave and half 
free.—Springfield, Illinois, June, 1858. 


Thank God, we have a system of Labor 
where there can be a strike. Whatever 
the pressure, there is a point where the 
workingman may stop.—Speech at Hart- 
ford, 1860, referring to the New England 
Shoeworkers’ great strike. 


I am glad to see that a system of la- 
bor prevails in New England under which 
the laborers can strike when they want 
to. * * * TI like the system which lets 
a man quit when he wants to, and wish 
it might prevail everywhere.—Speech in 
New Haven, Conn., March 6, 1860. 

I hold that while man exists it is his 
duty to improve, not only his own con- 
dition, but to assist in ameliorating the 
condition of mankind.—Speech at Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, February 12, 1861. 

am exceedingly anxious that this 
Union, the Constitution, and the liber- 
ties of the people shall be perpetuated 
in accordance with the original idea for 
which the Revolution was made.—Tren- 
ton, New Jersey, Feb. 21, 1861. 

If this country cannot be saved without 
giving up the principle of Liberty, I was 
about to say I would rather be assassin- 
ated on this spot than surrender it.— 
Speech at Independence Hall, Philadel- 
phia. Feb. 21, 1861. 

Labor is prior to and independent of 
capital. Capital is only the fruit of la- 
bor. Capital could never have existed 
if labor had not first existed. Labor is 
the superior of capital and _ deserves 
much the more consideration.—From the 
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a Annual Message of President Lin- 
coln. 


Having thus chosen our course, with- 
out guile and with pure purpose, let us 
renew our trust in God, ana go torward 
without fear and with manly hearts.— 
Message Dec, 1, 1862. 

In giving freedom to the slaves, we 
assured freedom to the free; honorable 
alike in what we give and what we pre- 
serve.—Message Dec. 1, 1862. 

I hope peace will soon come, and come 
to stay; and so come as to be worth the 
keeping at all future time.—Springfield 
Letter of Aug. 26, 1863. 

I claim not to have controlled events, 
but confess plainly that events have con- 
trolled me.—Letter to A. G. Hodges, 
April 4, 1864. 

I shall not attempt to retract or modify 
the emancipation proclamation, nor shall 
I return to slavery any person who is 
free by the terms of that proclamation, 
or by any of the acts of Congress.-- 
Amnesty Proclamation, Dec. 8, 1864. 

With malice towards none, with char- 
ity for all, with firmness in the right, as 
God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive on to finish the work we are in. 
—Last Inaugural, March 4, 1865. 


We are also of the opinion that through 
this report the second inaugural address 
delivered by President Lincoln in the 
city of Washington on Saturday, March 
4, 1865, should be brought to the attention 
of the trades unionists of this country. 
It reads as fellows: 


Fellow Countrymen: At this appear- 
ance to take the oath of the Presidential 
office there is less occasion for an ex- 
tended address than there was at the 
first. Then a statement somewhat in de- 
tail of a course to be pursued seemed 
very fitting and proper. Now, at the ea- 
viration of four years, during which pub- 
lic declarations have constantly been 
called forth on every point and phase 
of the great contest which still absorbs 
the attention and engrosses the ener- 
gies of the nation, little that is new 
could be presented. 


The progress of our arms, upon which 
all else chiefly depends, is as well known 
to the public as to myself, and it is, I 
trust, reasonably satisfactory and en- 
couraging to all. With high hope for 
the future, no prediction in regard to it 
is ventured. On the occasion correspond- 
ent to this four years ago, all thoughts 
were anxiously directed to an impend- 
ing civil war. All dreaded it, all sought 
to avoid it. While the inaugural address 
was being delivered from this place, de- 
voted altogether to saving the Union 
without war, insurgent agents were in 
the city seeking to destroy it, without 
war; seeking to dissolve the Union and 
divide the effects by negotiation. 


Both parties deprecated war, but one 
of them would make war rather than let 
the nation survive and the other would 
accept war rather than let it perish, and 
the war came. 
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One-eighth of the whole population 
were colored slaves, not distributed gen- 
erally over the Union, but located in 
the southern part of it. These siaves 
constituted a peculiar and powerful in- 
terest. All knew that this interest was 
somehow the cause of the war. To 
strengthen, perpetuate and extend this 
interest was the object for which the 
insurgents would rend the Union by war, 
while the government claimed the right 
to do no more than to restrict the ter- 
ritorial enlargement of it. Neither party 
expected the magnitude or the duration 
which it has already obtained. Neither 
anticipated that the cause of the con- 
flict might cease, even before the. con- 
flict itself should cease. Each looked for 
an easier triumph and a result less fund- 
amental and astounding. Both read the 
same Bible and pray to the same God, 
and each invokes his aid against the 
other. It may seem strange that any 
man should dare to ask a just God’s as- 
sistance in wringing his bread from the 
sweat of the other men’s faces. But let 
us judge not, that we be not judged. 

The prayer of both should not be an- 
swered. That of neither has been an- 
swered fully. The Almighty has his pur- 
poses. ‘‘Woe unto the world because of 
offenses, for it must needs be that of- 
fenses will come: but Woe to that man by 
whom the offense cometh.” If we shall 
suppose that American slavery is one OL 
these offenses which, in the Providence of 
God, must needs come, but which, hav- 
ing continued through his appointed time, 
he now wills to remove, and that he gives 
to both North and South this terrible 
war as the woe due to these by whom 
the offense came, shall we discern therein 
any departure from those divine attrib- 
utes which the believers in a living God 
always ascribe to him? 

Fondly do we hope, fervently do we 
pray, that this mighty scourge of war 
may speedily pass away. Yet if God 
wills that it continue until all the wealth 
piled by the bondsman’s two hundred 
and fifty years of unrequited toil shall 
be sunk and until every drop of blood 
drawn by the lash shall be paid by an- 
other drawn with the sword, as was 
said three thousand years ago, so still 
it must be said that the judgments of 
the Lord are true and righteous alto- 
gether. 

With malice toward none, with charity 
for all, with firmness in the right, as 
God gives us to see the right, let us 
strive to finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds, to care 
for him who shall have borne the battle, 
and for his widow and his orphans, to 
do all which may achieve and cherish 
a just and lasting peace among ourselves 
and with all nations. 


We might go on and cite many other 
occasions when President Lincoln, in & 
pronounced and heartfelt manner, exhib- 
ited his love and sympathy for the toil- 
ing masses of his country, but we deem 
any lengthy reference in that line unnec- 
essary. Millions of the American peo- 
ple will assemble at different points 
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throughout the United States on the 12th 
day of February next for the purpose of 
paying tribute to his accomplishments 
and to commemorate the hundredth an- 
niversary of his birth. There are none 
among them, however, who have a bet- 
ter right to participate in the proposed 
ceremony or who would enter into the 
task with more vigor than the various 
trades-unionists who form the American 
Federation of Labor; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, By this, the Twenty- 
eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, that the Exec- 
utive Council be, and is hereby, in- 
structed to co-operate in a fitting man- 
ner in support of the movement to make 
of Abraham Lincoln’s birthplace a per- 
petual Mecca for all who love liberty and 
humanity; and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That Friday, February 12, 
1909, the centennial anniversary of the re- 
vered and martyred Lincoln, be made a 
holiday wherever possible by the respect- 
ive labor unions affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor; and, be it fur- 
ther 
RESOLVED, That we urge upon the 
Congress of the United States and the 
Legislatures of the several states to make 
February 12th an annual legal holiday; 
and, be it further 
RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of .Labor 
be and is hereby authorized to be duly 
represented in any national celebration 
which may be inaugurated or which they 
may initiate, so that the day and mem- 
ory of the advent and services of this 
great and good man may be fittingly ob- 
served and impressed upon the hearts 
and consciences of our people. 
Respectfully submitted, 
D. A. HAYES, Chairman; 
D. G. RAMSAY, Secretary; 
JAMES M, LYNCH, 
W. D. RYAN, 
EDMOND F, WARD, 
JO EVANS, 
J. MAHLON BARNES, 
NELLIE O’BOY, 
ELIAS BREIDENBACH, 
T. C. KELSEY, 
HUGH KIRK, 
JOHN T. BUTLER, 
D. J. TOBIN, 
HOWARD O. SMITH, 
HUGH McDONALD. 


Delegate McCullough—I move you the 
adoption of the report, and in order to 


menace to good government, 
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show fittingly the feeling of this Conven- 
tion toward the memory of the great 
president, I move that the vote be a ris- 
ing one. 

The motion was seconded, and after a 
slight amendment of the language of the 
report, and some additions suggested by 
Delegate Furuseth and Vice-President 
Mitchell, was carried by unanimous ris- 
ing vote. 

Delegate Hayes (Max S.) asked the 
unanimous consent of the Convention to 
the introduction of a resolution. No ob- 
jection being offered, Delegate Hayes in- 
troduced the following: 


Resolution No. 96—By Delegate Max S. 
Hayes, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, There are to exceed four 
million unemployed men in the Unitea 
States, many with families dependent 
upon them for support. This vast army 
of men are denied access to the means 
of earning a living ' the industrial 
monarchs who own #2: control the ma- 
chinery of production and distribution. 
Already on the verge of starvation, 
thousands of unemployed are now sub- 
jects of charity. The bread line of New 
York, the thousands of hungry school 
children in Chicago, the riots in Phila- 
delphia, Cleveland and other cities among 
unemployed men for opportunities to 
work, and other manifestations reflected 
in the daily newspapers indicate the 
heartrending circumstances that are 
prevalent and the aggravated conditions 
that in a measure extend to every lo- 
cality. 

These millions of unemployed are idle 
and helpless through no fault of their 
own. A large percentage of them are 
union men who are, to all intents and 
purposes, locked out. Unionists and non- 
unionists alike are suffering the bitter 
pangs of a long-drawn industrial depres- 


sion, and all their means of sustenance 
have been exhausted. On the verge of 
starvation, facing the blasts of inhos- 


pitable winter, their anguish of privation 
is terrible to contemplate. 

This army of unemployed is a standing 
to organ- 
ized labor and the best elements of so- 
cial order. Laws and union rules cannot 
long restrain the gnawing anguish of 
empty stomachs. Men, strong men, are 
driven to desperation by the mute ap- 
peal from the loving eyes of a blanch- 
faced wife or the stifled cries of hungry 
children. 

As citizens of this nation every un- 
employed individual who is willing to 
work is justified in demanding from his 
government the inherent right of earn- 
ing an honest living. It is not enough 
to say, “all places are filled,’ ‘there 
is no work.’’ Work can and must be 
provided. 

Realizing the urgent need of the work- 
ers now unemployed and recognizing the 
debasing influence of charity misapplied; 
therefore, 
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We demand that justice prevail and 
opportunity be provided for the imme- 
diate relief of the. unemployed. We urge 
that municipal, state and federal gov- 
ernments at once take steps to furnish 
work by constructing schools and other 
government buildings, by protecting for- 
ests and reforesting cut over and waste 
lands, by building canals and extending 
deep waterways, by draining swamp 
lands, by building dykes and docks, by 
dredging harbors, by building roads and 
improving roadways and streets, by ex- 
tending geological and agricultural sur- 
veys, by any or all means intended to 
employ the involuntarily idle and suffer- 
ing of our citizenship in whom we desire 
to forever maintain the spirit of inde- 
pendence and freedom, tempered with 
sentiments of justice and love of order 
that must prevail to preserve a republic 
of freemen. 


Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.), Secretary of the 
Committee on Adjustment, presented the 
following report: 


“Denver, Colo., November 18, 1908. 


“The Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention, Am- 
erican Federation of Labor: 

“Your Committee on Adjustment, ap- 
pointed to hear, and, if possible, adjust 
disputes of jurisdiction between affiliated 
organizations, have given all parties an 
opportunity to be heard on those ques- 
tions submitted to us, and report for 
your consideration the following: 


Resolution No. 76—By Delegate P. F. 
McCarthy, of the Quarry Workers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, For nearly three years 
the Quarry Workers’ International Union 
has been engaged in controversy with the 
employers of granite workers in Bebe 
Plains, Quebec district, who have organ- 
ized a dual union for their scabs, refusing 
to sign an eight-hour agreement with an 
affiliated body of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor; and 
WHEREAS, The Paving Cutters’ Union 
has deliberately and persistently sent the 
members of its organization into the af- 
fected district to cut stone quarried by 
opposition labor and taken the places of 
our men on strike for an American Fed- 
eration of Labor union, and as the Pav- 
ing Cutters’ Union still maintains the 
same position; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the action of the 
Paving Cutters’ Union is detrimental to 
the best interests of organized labor in 
Canada and the United States, and is 
therefore condemned; and be it further 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
Paving Cutters’ Union is suspended until 
it ceases giving aid and comfort to an 
employers’ association whose watch-word 
is Canada for Canadians and disruption 
of the American Federation of Labor. 


The committee reported as follows: 


“The representatives of the two inter- 
ested parties expressed the opinion that 
they would be able to agree within a 
period of sixty days. 

“Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject-matter of the resolution be referred 
to the Quarry Workers and Paving Cut- 
ters’ Unions for final settlement.” 


On motion of Delegate Fitzgerald the 
recommendation of the committee was 
concurred in, 


MOVING PICTURE MACHINE OPER- 
ATOR 


Resolution No. 32 of the Norfolk 
Convention relates to the question of 
jurisdiction over Moving Picture Ma- 
chine Operators. After considerable cor- 
respondence between President Gomp- 
ers and the executive officers of the 
Stage Employes, and Electrical Work- 
ers, the representatives of these or- 
ganizations met in conference with 
President Gompers at Washington and 
an agreement reached. Later it de- 
veloped that the Actors’ organization 
also made claim for jurisdiction over the 
picture machine operators. A conference 
was thereupon held in New York City, 
when it developed that the Theatrical 
Stage Employes at their last Convention 
had repudiated the agreement entered 
into between them and the Electrical 
Workers, An effort is now being made to 
have representatives of these three or- 
ganizations meet in conference with 
President Gompers as early as possible 
after the close of this Convention. 


On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above cap- 
tion the committee reported as follows: 

“The representatives of the interested 
organizations, having agreed to meet for 
the purpose of settling their jurisdiction- 
al dispute, committee recommend: 

“That President Gompers arrange a 
conference of the representatives of the 
three organizations at the earliest possi- 
ble date to settle controversy.” 

On motion of Delegate Lewis, seconded 
by Vice-President O’Connell, the recom- 
mendation of the committee was con- 
curred in. 


BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY 
CLERKS—CHARTER APPLI- 
CATION. 


The Brotherhood of Railway Clerks 
made application for charter. The repre- 
sentative of the Interior Freight Hand- 
lers and Warehousemen’s International 
Union protested against its issuance, 
claiming that their International Union 
covered Railway Clerks. These matters 
came before the Executive Council, and 
we directed that a conference be held 
by the representatives of both organiza- 
tions with President Gompers in an ef- 
fort to reach an agreement relative to 
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jurisdiction claims. Without commenting 
upon the matter we are of the opinion 
that arrangements should be made by 
which the charter should be issued. 


On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above cap- 
tion the committee reported as follows: 

“The parties to this controversy, at the 
suggestion of the committee, agreed to 
settle their differences, and have _ re- 
ported to this Convention, and that re- 
port was ratified.” 

On motion of Delegate Lewis the re- 
port of the committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 27—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 


WHEREAS, The stability and progress 
of every labor organization can only be 
made secure and effective by joint action 
based upon solidarity; and 

WHEREAS, Labor organizations are 
strengthened and advanced by such co- 
operation; and 

WHEREAS, The Waiters’ craft is one 
of those which can _ be placed upon a 
plane above ‘all others if every branch 
connected proceeds in solid phalanx; and 

WHEREAS, It being a fact’ that 
Waiters’ Union, Local No. 5, Branch B, 
ever since it was organized in 1885 under 
the name of the Amalgamated Waiters’ 
Union No, 11, has done everything in its 
power to -establish strict union condi- 
tions in restaurants, halls and parks, 
but could not accomplish very great re- 
sults, because the necessary assistance 
was refused by the largest, strongest 
and mightiest union in our calling, the 
American Federation of Musicians No. 310, 
of New York, their co-operation being 
requested and urged for many years; and 

WHEREAS, It is an indisputable fact 
that if these Musicians had supported 
the Waiters at New York not one non- 
union hall or park would exist, but all 
would be strictly union; and 

WHEREAS, Great results would obtain 
by the co-operation of the Musicians with 
the Waiters; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor at Denver, Colo., urge 
the American Federation of Musicians 
No. 310 to act jointly with the Waiters’ 
Local Union No. 5, Branch B, by only 
furnishing music to strictly union places 
and refusing to play in non-union places 
until union conditions prevail. 


The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject matter be referred to the parties at 
interest for final adjustment.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 44—By Delegate Frank 
Detlef, of the International Wood Carv- 
ers Association of North America: 
RESOLVED, That jurisdiction over 


the Machine and Spindle Wood Carvers 
is hereby given by the delegates assem- 
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bled in the Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention of ti.e American Federation of 
Labor, to the International Wood Carv- 
ers’ Association of North America. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“The committee recommend that the 
representatives of the International 
Wood Carvers’ Association and _ the 
Spindle Wood Carvers’ organization meet 
for the purpose of adjusting the juris- 
dictional dispute.’’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Detlef—I cannot see why the 
committee should make such a report. 
There is no organization of Spindle 
Wood Carvers in existence. For that 
reason we do not know who to confer 
with. 

Vice-President O’Connell, Chairman of 
the Committee—The laws of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor require that if 
an organization has a_ grievance with 
some other organization, and there is a 
question of extending their charter In a 
way that will affect some other organiza- 
tion, there shall first be a conference held 
by those concerned before it will be 
handled by the American Federation of 
Labor. If there is no other organization 
that has a complaint the application can 
come before the Executive Council. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Detlef and Delegate Lewis. 

Delegate Mulcahy discussed the ques- 
tion at some length, and stated that the 
Woodworkers conceded jurisdiction of 
the hand carvers to the Wood Carvers’ 
Association, but that the machine 
spindle carvers were a part of the Wood- 
workers’ organization, 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 62—By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 


WHEREAS, The dispute between Lo- 
cal Union No. 60, Shipwrights’ Interna- 
tional, and Local Union No. 696, United 
Brotherhood Carpenters and Joiners of 
America (located at Tampa, Fla.), as 
contained in Resolution No. 89 of the 
Norfolk Convention, was referred (by 
said Convention), on recommendation of 
Committee on Adjustment, to the gen- 
eral officers of the respective interna- 
tional unions; and 

WHEREAS, The General President of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America, reporting on the 
subject-matter to the International 
Union of Shipwrights, stated that upon 
investigation he had found the matter 
had been satisfactorily settled by a com- 








198 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


mittee representing the two local unions 


interested; and 
Third Vice-President 


WHEREAS, 
Hankins, of the International Union of 


Shipwrights (domiciled at Tampa, Fla.), 
reports that nothing whatsoever has been 
done to adjust the grievance; that mem- 
bers of Local 696, United Brotherhood 
Carpenters and Joiners of America, still 
continue to work for less than the stand- 
ard rate of shipwrights’ wages, and also 
work in harmony with non-union ship- 
caulkers, thereby perpetuating the open 
shop; and 

WHEREAS, Such conduct on the part 
of members of Local No. 696, United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
is contrary to the principles of organized 
labor and should not be tolerated; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED. That the delegates at- 
tending this Twenty-Eighth Annual Con- 
vention request the President of the 
American Federation of Labor to_in- 
struct a district organizer to proceed to 
Tampa, Fla., and investigate this griev- 
ance, with a view of bringing about an 
amicable settlement between the two 
local unions interested. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Representatives of interested organi- 
zations have expressed the belief that a 
representative of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor could settle the dispute. 

“Committee recommend that President 
Gompers be instructed to send a repre- 
sentative of the American Federation of 
Labor to Tampa, Florida, to meet repre- 
sentatives of the Carpenters and Ship- 
wrights, for the purpose of settling their 
controversy.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. ; 

Delegate Duffy (Frank)—There is no 
dispute at Tampa between the Ship- 
wrights and the Carpenters. This ques- 
tion came before the Norfolk Convention 
and was referred to the Adjustment 
Committee. The committee recommended 
that it be referred to the two Interna- 
tional organizations in interest. The 
Secretary of the Shipwrights took the 
matter up with the President of the Car- 
penters. President Huber took the mat- 
ter up with our local in Tampa, and re- 
ceived the reply that there was no 
trouble there; that representatives of 
both organizations had met and settled 
their own difficulties. 

Vice-President O’Connell—There is no 
doubt in the minds of the committee but 
that what Delegate Duffy says is true. 
We feel, however, that an investigation 
might be made by a representative of the 
American Federation of Labor who {is 
in that locality. That will take the 


matter away from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor altogether. 

Delegate Kirk—There is no question of 
the good faith of both organizations, but 
there is conflicting testimo on both 
sides, and we would like to have an in- 
dependent investigation made. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Huber, Fitzgerald and Lewis. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


UPHOLSTERERS — CARRIAGE AND 
WAGON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
75, relative to the dispute between the 
above named organizations, has received 
the attention of this Council at several 
meetings. Representatives of both or- 
ganizations submitted their cases in 
writing to the Executive Council at the 
January meeting, but no settlement was 
reached. The Secretaries of both organi- 
zations in interest stated in communica- 
tions that they are trying to bring about 
an adjustment, but nothing has been 
accomplished in this direction. At the 
meeting of the Executive Council held 
in June, the folowing resolution was 
adopted: 

“RESOLVED, That inasmuch as every 
effort has been made to bring about a 
settlement without success, that this 
oo be reported to the Denver Conven- 

on.”’ 

The matter is therefore submitted to 
you for such action as you may deem 
advisable to take. 

Resolution No. 55—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers’ Interna- 
tional Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The carriage and auto- 
mobile upholsterers or trimmers of the 
country are practically unorganized, and 
because of this fact the employers in that 
industry are introducing an unlimited 
number of apprentices to learn the trade, 
with a view of flooding the market with 
labor of that class; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America real- 
ize that unless the carriage and automo- 
bile upholsterers or trimmers are prop- 
erly organized and a stop put to the 
efforts of the employers to flood the 
market with so-called mechanics who 
have only learned to do a small part of 
the work required of a competent 
mechanic, this class of men will eventu- 
ally be used as strike breakers in the 
future when disputes arise with the em- 
ployers, and as a consequence it will 
affect all branches of the upholstering 
craft and be a menace to the welfare of 
our membership at large. 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America believe 
that the men in that industry can be 
successfully organized, and we are ready 
to place organizers in the field to bring 
about this result; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor recognize the full 
jurisdiction of the Upholsterers’ Inter- 
national Union of North America over 
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this class of work, and that the officers 
of the American Federation of Labor in- 
struct their organizers to co-operate in 
every way possible for the purpose of 
thoroughly organizing the craft, 


The committee reported as follows: 


“The representative of the Upholsterers 
expressed the opinion to the committee 
that the controversy could be _ settled 
within sixty days, if a proper effort was 
made. 

“Your committee recommend that 
President Gompers be instructed to as- 
sist in the settlement of the jurisdictional 
dispute between the Upholsterers’ and 
Carriage and Wagon Workers’ Unions.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee 
be concurred in. 

The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate Hatch, who moved 
as an amendment to the report of the 
committee: . 

“That the matter be disposed of by the 
Convention conceding jurisdiction of the 
Carriage Upholsterers to the Interna- 
tional Upholsterers’ Union of North Am- 


erica.” The’ amendment was not enter- 
tained. 
The report of the committee was 
adopted. 


Resolution No. 4—By Delegates James 
O’Connell, Eugene Sarber, A. F. Stark, 
Thomas Van Lear and H. W. Churchill 
of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists: 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists was chartered by 
the American Federation of Labor and 
conceded, so far as the American Fed- 
eration of Labor has a right to do so, 
jurisdiction over all work performed by 
machinists, regardless where such work 
is performed; and 

WHEREAS, The American Federation 
of Labor granted a charter of affiliation 
to the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors over the protest of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists, 
because the jurisdictions claims made by 


the International Union of Elevator 
Constructors, namely: that members of 
the said organization should be con- 


ceded the right to assemble, erect or re- 
pair engines, pumps, dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Machinists has always had, 
and still claims, jurisdiction over the 
assembling, erecting and repairing ot 
engines, pumps and dynamos and other 
machinery necessary to the operation of 
elevators or performing similar work, 
regardless of where said machines may 
be assembled, erected or repaired; and 

WHEREAS, The executive officers of 
the International Association of Ma- 
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chinists, with a view to adjusting said 
dispute between the two organizations, 
and with the further view of carrying 
out the laws of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, appointed a committee of 
its national officers to meet with a 
similar committee of the International 
Union of Elevator Constructors. Said 
meeting was held between the represen- 
tatives of both organizations at _ the 
headquarters of the International Union 
of Elevator Constructors, 1529 Nineteenth 
street, Philadelphia, Pa., August 29, 1908. 
No adjustment or agreement was 
reached. The representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of Elevator Construc- 
tors refused to concede that the assem- 
bling, erecting or repairing of engines, 
pumps, dynamos and other machinery 
necessary to operate elevators was the 
work of a machinist; and 

WHEREAS, The delegates of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists to 
the Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor 
were instructed to bring this contro- 
versy to the attention of this Conven- 
tion, with a view to having a decision 
rendered that should be binding upon 
both organizations; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the delegates assem- 
bled at the Twenty-Eighth Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
that the International Association of 
Machinists has jurisdiction over the as- 
sembling, erection or repairing of en- 
gines, pumps, dynamos and other ma- 
chinery necessary to operate elevators in 
buildings or elsewhere. ‘ 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject matter of this resolution be referred 
to the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor for investigation 
and final decision as to jurisdiction.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
adopted. 

Delegate McNulty—Is it the intention 
of the resolution to also have the Elec- 
trical Workers present at that meeting? 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee—The report of the committee 
recommends that the matter be referred 
to the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for investiga- 
tion and final decison as to jurisdiction. 
If there are any jurisdiction disputes be- 
tween any other people in connection 
with this work I assume the Executive 
Council or the properly authorized rep- 
resentatives will direct them to appear 
when the matter is taken up for adjust- 
ment. 

Delegate Van Lear spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee, and moved 
as an amendment that the decision of 
the Executive Council be rendered within 
the next ninety days. (Seconded.) 
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The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Young, Delegate Feeney, Vice- 
President O’Connell, Vice-President Dun- 
can, Delegates Tazelaar, Duffy (Frank), 
Sarber and Churchill. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Van Lear, that the decision of the Exe- 
cutive Council be rendered within ninety 
days, was carried, and the report of the 
committee, as amended, was adopted. 

Resolution No. 65 and the portion of 
the report of the Executive Council 
under the caption of ‘Paperhangers- 
Painters’’ were considered under one re- 
port of the committee. 


Resolution No. 65—By Delegate Arnold 
B. MacStay, of the New York City Cen- 
tral Federated Union: 

WHEREAS, At the Norfolk Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of Labor 
Resolution No. 159 was introduced by 
Delegate James P. Holland, representing 
the New York Central Federated Union, 
relating to the controversy between the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers and the Paperhangers. 
Said resolution was amended, instructing 
the Executive Council to give a complete 
hearing to the Paperhangers’ grievance, 
and to settle the same consistent with the 
laws of the American Federation of La- 
bor, and report results to the next Con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive 
Council is hereby instructed to make @ 
report at this Convention of their find- 
ings, and refer the same to the proper 
committees, so that a settlement of the 
difficulty complained of can be perma- 
nently settled at this Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


PAPERHANGERS-PAINTERS. 


During our Chicago meeting a commit- 
tee representing the Paperhangers’ Local 
Unions, claiming to be aggrieved by the 
action of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers, appeared 
before the Executive Council. This sub- 
ject-matter came before us as per Resolu- 
tion No. 159, of the Norfolk Convention, 
and was referred to the Executive Coun- 
cil, ‘“‘To give a full and complete hearing 
to the Paperhangers’ grievance, and, after 
such a hearing, the Executive Council 
shall take such steps to settle said 
grievance as are consistent with the laws 
of the American Federation of Labor, and 
report the result to the next Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor.” 

The Panerhangers’ Unions, as well as 
the Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators 
and Paperhangers, were ably represented. 
Upon the facts of the complaint there 
was no dispute; as to whether the com- 
plaints were just, was contended for by 
the representatives of the Paperhangers’ 
Union and contested by the representa- 
tives of the Brotherhood. 

It is necessary to briefly recount the 
matter upon which the complaint is 
based. The Brotherhood of Painters 
claimed jurisdiction over the Paperhang- 
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ers and Paperhangers’ Unions. There ex- 
isted at the time a National Paperhang- 
ers’ Protective and Beneficial Association 
claiming jurisdiction over the Paperhang- 
ers. The latter frequently made appli- 
cation for charter to the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, which was denied. The 
division continued, As the result of re- 
peated efforts conferences were held re- 
sulting in amalgamation being accom- 
plished upon an agreement, the condition 
substantially being full autonomy over 
Paperhangers conceded to the Paper- 
hangers’ Unions. This agreement was 
ratified by a Convention of the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers, and ratified by a referendum 
vote of the membership. Since then the 
Brotherhood has changed its laws, by 
which are impaired the conditions of the 
agreement upon which the amalgamation 
was effected. 

Against this the representatives of the 
Paperhangers’ Unions protest. The rep- 
resentatives of the Brotherhood insist 
that the Brotherhood possesses the right 
to change the laws as its judgment 
directs. 

We entered into an exhaustive hearing 
and discussion of the controversy, and 
decided that President Gompers should 
communicate with the officers of the 
Brotherhood and-the representatives of 
the Paperhangers’ Local Unions, that 
“the terms upon which amalgamation 
was effected are in fact agreements, and 
in effect and practically in the form of 
treaties. and that the conditions and 
terms upon which amalgamation was 
effected should be adhered to as closely 
as possible, unless they are altered with 
the consent of both parties thereto.” 

This was communicated to the repre- 
sentatives of the Brotherhood as well as 
of the Local Unions of Paperhangers by 
President Gompers under date of July 20, 
1908. We have no information as to any 
further developments upon this subject, 
or whether the Brotherhood has taken 


action in conformity with the action 


taken by the Executive Council, at 
saree, and communicated in that 
etter, 


The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the sub- 
ject-matter be referred to President 
Gompers to investigate whether or not 
the agreement entered into between the 
Paperhangers and Painters when they 
amalgamated is being complied with.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 48—By Delegate C. O. 
Young, of the Oregon State Federation 
of Labor (presented by request): 

The purpose of this communication is 
to bring to your attention a matter 
which is of vital importance to a great 
number of toilers who are now partially 
organized, and who, if proper recogni- 
tion was secured to them, would aug- 
ment their numbers three-fold in a short 
space of time. 

The Longshoremen on the Pacific 
Coast were at one time affiliated with 




















AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR. 


an organization chartered from. the 
American Federation of Labor as the 
International Longshoremen’s Associa- 
tion, with headquarters at Detroit, Mich- 


igan. 

The organization under this name 
grew, both upon the shores of the Great 
Lakes, Pacific Coast and _ elsewhere. 
Some years after the formation of said 
International Longshoremen’s' Associa- 
tion, on account of its organizers on the 
Lakes being able to organize and con- 
trol branches. of industry not in any 
way connected with Longshore work, its 
officers saw fit to extend the name, and, 
as a consequence, its scope of jurisdic- 
tion. The name adopted is known as 
“The International Longshore, Marine 
and Transport Workers’ Association.” 

It will perhaps be no news to your 
Convention to tell you that the exten- 
sion to the name was made without the 
consultation of the officers or body of the 
American Federation of Labor, and the 
further fact that the organization 
named is not now recognized by the 
American Federation of Labor as the In- 
ternational Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ Association, but is 
officially recognized by its former name, 
the “International Longshoremen’s As- 
sociation.”’ 

While, on the Lakes, the organization 
with its extended name was able to con- 
trol its extension of jurisdiction to a 
great extent, not so on the Pacific Coast. 
Much difficulty was experienced in the 
extension of organization and control of 
work to conform to the new name. 
Jurisdictional strife arose between the 
International Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ Association locals 
and another organization closely allied 
with them, and, as a consequence of the 
continual controversy relative to the ex- 
tended jurisdiction of the Internationa) 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association, the locals on the Pa- 
cific Coast were compelled to relinquish 
their charters in order that they might 
have some semblance of organization. 
Let it be understood that the Long- 
shoremen of the Pacific did not with- 
draw from their international in a spirit 
of secession or rebellion, but on account 
of circumstances over which they had 
no control they were forced to cease 
their affiliation with the International 
Longshore, Marine and Transport Work- 
ers’ Association. 

The Longshoremen have never been, 
and are not now, antagonistic to the 
principles of the American Federation of 
Labor, and it has always been their de- 
sire to be in affiliation with the great 
labor movement of this continent. 

As a matter of fact, some of the locals 
on the Coast retained their charters from 
the International Longshore, Marine and 
Transport Workers’ Association until a 
short time ago, in the hope of some re- 
lief. But after the rejection of the 
award of President Gompers (of which 
you are familiar) the remaining locals— 
those of the Columbia River—ceased 
their affiliation. After being compelled 
to cease affiliation in the various ports, 
for most part the locals remained for 
some time distinct, independent locals, 
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forming federations as time went on 
with nearby locals. A kind of water 
front central body, as it were, assum- 
ing various names. 

In August of this year a call was sent 
out to the various locals and branches 
by two Federations of different localities 
for a meeting of elected delegates of 
the various locals on the Coast, with 
the object in view of forming a com- 
bined organization under one federation. 
The convention was called for Monday, 
September 21, 1908, and did convene at that 
time, and formed what is now known as 
The Longshoremen’s Union of The Pa- 
cific, having now affiliated thirty-five 
hundred members. And if affiliation 
could be had with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, the number of mem- 
bers in affiliation could be made to easily 
reach ten thousand in a short time. 
This brief story is presented to your 
Convention for the purpose of bringing 
your attention to the condition of this 
craft in the locality named. 

We want you io realize that we are 
not seceders or rebels. 

We want to impress upon the dele- 
gates assembled that we earnestly ask 
for affiliation. 

‘Ve desire to impress upon you the im- 
possibility of mzuintaining our organiza- 
tions under affiliations with the Inter- 
national Longshore, Marine and Trans- 
port Workers’ Association for reasons 
already set forth, and known to most 
of the representatives present. 

Now, in conclusion, we ask your Con- 
vention to consider this communication 
as an application for affiliation in some 
way with the American Federation of 
Labor, and <cppeal to your good judg- 
ment to consider our honest appeal, ask- 
ing you to allow discussion of the 
merits upon the floor of the Convention. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. C. WILLIAMS, 
President, Longshoremen of the Pacific. 


he committee reported as follows: 


“Committee recommend that President 
Gompers and the Executive Council of 
the American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to use their best efforts to bring 
about a reaffiliation of the Pacific Coast 
Longshoremen.”’ 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Young, introducer of the mo- 
tion, discussed it at some length, and 
moved that J. C. Williams, President of 
the Longshoremen of the Pacific Coast, 
be granted the privilege of the floor. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and Mr. Williams spoke at some length 
of the Longshoremen’s organization on 
the coast not affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. Both Delegate 
Young and Mr. Williams urged that some 
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method be adopted whereby that organi- 
zation could become affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. The time 
allowed both Delegate Young and Mr. 
Williams was extended beyond the ten 
minutes allowed each delegate under 
the rules. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, and Vice-President Keefe. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Vice-President O’Connell was recog- 
nized by the chair, and spoke at some 
length of the pleasure of the delegates 
in having with them representatives of 
the British Trades Union Congress and 
the Trades and Labor Congress of 
Canada. He spoke at length of the 
growth of fraternal feeling between the 
different countries since the custom of 
sending fraternal delegates to the dif- 
ferent Congresses and Conventions was 
first established. 

At the conclusion of his address Vice- 
President O’Connell presented, on behalf 
of the delegates in the Convention, 
handsome gold watches, suitably in- 


scribed, to Fraternal Delegates Wads- 
worth and Skinner, and to Fraternal 
Delegate Draper a case of silver, suitably 
engraved. 

Vice-President O’Connell also presented 


to Mrs. Wadsworth a handsome bracelet, 


and to Mrs. Max Morris, of Denver, a 
diamond sunburst, as a recognition of 
the part she had taken in entertaining 
the delegates and their wives. 

Each of the recipients of the gifts 
made a suitable reply. The fraternal 
delegates again conveyed to the Conven- 
tion the best wishes of their respective 
organizations, and expressed their appre- 
ciation of the kindness and hospitality 
that had been shown them while in the 
city and in the United States. 

Delegate Hawley—I move that when 
the fraternal delegates are ready to re- 
turn to their homes we extend to them 
our best wishes, bid them godspeed and 
the hope of a safe journey, and that we 
manifest this by a rising vote. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous rising vote. 

At 12:45 the Convention was adjourned 
to 2:45 p. m. 





EIGHTH DAY—Wednesday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2:45 p. m., Wednesday, November 18th, 
Vice-President Morris in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Barnes, Bechtold, Wil- 
liams, Hoag, O’Connor (T. V.), Potter, 
Quinn, Alpine, Tracy (Wm. J.), Martin, 
Byrnes, Powell, Thompson, Welch, Hood, 
Roach, Robinson (Harry P.), Breitenstein, 
Moore. Woodman, Kotera, Nutt, Frazier 
(G. L.). 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Adjustment, reported as fol- 
lows: 

The committee considered that portion 
of the report of the Executive Council 
under the caption of ‘International 
Ladies Garment Workers” and Resolu- 
tion No. 64 in one report: 


INTERNATIONAL LADIES’ GARMENT 
WORKERS. 


The subject-matter contained in Reso- 
lution No. 174 relates to the controversy 
between the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union and local union 
No. 10 of that organization. 


It was decided that Organizer Ford be 
selected to arbitrate the difficulties be- 
tween the contending parties in accord- 
ance with an agreement between them. 
Organizer Ford, after considering the 
matter, made an award by which it is 
claimed the International Union failed to 
abide. Organizer Ford was further in- 
structed to bring the matter contained in 
his award to the attention of the Ex- 
ecutive Board of the Central Federated 
Union of New York as well as to the 
representatives of the parties in interest. 
In the report made to the Executive 
Council under date of September 15, Or- 
ganizer Ford says: “If I may presume, 
without being presumptuous, it appears 
to me that a thorough investigation of 
both organizations, local and interna- 
tional, is in order, with a view to _re-or- 
ganization of the International Union. 
The only solution to this chaotic and 
deplorable condition that I can see from 
my connection with the case is that 
above mentioned.” 

Of course, the matter of re-organizing 
an existing international union is a 
matter which should be approached with 
the greatest possible care, but that some 
action that will be helpful to the work- 
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ers of the trade is necessary no one dis- 
putes. 

This matter is referred to this Con- 
vention for consideration and action. 

Resolution No. 64—By Delegate A. B. 
MacStay, of the New York City Central 
Federated Union: 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 174, of the 
Norfolk Convention, relates to the inves- 
tigation and reorganization of the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers Union 
by the Executive Council; and 

WHEREAS, The Executive Council, 
acting in <« fair and impartial manner, 
held a meeting at Washington in. Janu- 
ary, 1908. The defendant not being pres- 
ent, the Executive Council decided to 
refer the subject-matter to a sub-com- 
mittee to meet in New York City for 
further investigation; and 

WHEREAS, Said sub-committee met 
in New York City, April 17th and 18th, 
the matter was taken up, both sides 
represented, and as no agreement could 
be reached, the sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee suggested that a 
referee be appointed by the Executive 
Council, who shall be impartial and not 
familiar with the suject-matter in ques- 
tion and his decision to be final; and 

WHEREAS, Both sides agreed to ac- 
cept the suggestion of the sub-committee 
of the Executive Council; and 

WHEREAS, The Fxecutive Council ap- 
pointed Mr. Cornelius Ford, of Hoboken, 
as arbitrator, who was not known to 
the parties to this controversy; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ford had summoned 
the representatives of the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union and 
Local 10 to a conference, to be held in 
New York City, May 20, 1908, both sides 
represented; and . 

WHEREAS, Mr. Ford rendered the fol- 
lowing decision, viz.: 

“1. That the General Executive Board 
reinstate the Amalgamated Ladies Gar- 
ment Cutters’ Association of Greater 
New York, formerly Local 10 of the In- 
ternational Union, to full membership 
and benefits as existed previous to the 
revocation of charter. 

“9 That every effort be made by the 
General Executive Board, which will 
clearly and specifically define the duties 
of district councils and local unions. 

“3. That Local No. 10 furnish the Gen- 
eral Local Board with the dupiicate 
green sheets of the financial secretary’s 
day book, provided by the General Office, 
and also to send in a quarterly financial 
report, ending March, June, September 
and December, and Local No. 10 pay up 
all arrears and assessments and one- 
half the per capita. 

“4. Shop meetings to be called for all 
branches of the trade working in one 
particular shop. The business agents of 
the Tailors and Cutters to be present at 
such meetings whenever possible. 

“5. That the question of the status of 
Local No. 53, or its membership, be de- 
cided as follows: To resume former re- 
lationship with No. 10.”’ And 

WHEREAS, Said decision was endorsed 
by the Executive Council of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor; and 


WHEREAS, Local No. 10 has received 
and accepted said decision of Arbitrator 
Ford; and 

WHEREAS, The International Ladies 
Garment Workers’ Union has failed to 
comply with the decision; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers 
be revoked, and the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor be 
empowered to call a Convention of all 
unions of the craft for the purpose of re- 
organizing the International Ladies Gar- 
— Workers’ Union upon trade union 


The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the de- 
cision of Cornelius Ford, arbitrator, be 
enforced by the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


SHEET METAL WORKERS—STOVE 
MOUNTERS. 


In the matter of the dispute between 
these two organizations, a conference 
was held between the representatives of 
beth organizations at the Federation 
headquarters in April, at which no 
agreement was reached. A further con- 
ference was held in September between 
the representatives of these organiza- 
tions and Vice-President Hayes repre- 
senting the Federation. Mr. Hayes 
recommended that charter be issued un- 
der the title of Stove and Steel Range 
Mounters. The Executive Council 
adopted the recommendation and de- 
cided that it be reported to this Con- 
vention for your consideration, because 
the Amalgamated Sheet Metal Workers’ 
International Alliance protested against 
the words “Steel Range’ being con- 
tained in the Stove Mounters’ charter, 
basing its claim on section 11 of article 
IX, of the American Federation of Labor 
Constitution, 


The committee report as follows on 
the portion of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council under the above caption: 

“Committee recommend that the ex- 
tension of the title ‘Steel Range’ be not 
granted to the International Union of 
Stove Mounters, and that each of the two 
organizations, International Union of 
Stove Mounters and Amalgamated Sheet 
Metal Workers’ International Alliance, is 
instructed to refrain from infringing on 
each other’s jurisdiction.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 67—By Delegates 
Matthew Comerford, Robert A. McKee, 
P. C. Winn and A. M. Huddell, of the 
International Union of Steam Engineers: 

WHEREAS, The Norfolk Convention 


of the American Federation of Labor did 
order Double Drum_ Hoisters’ Local 
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Union No. 11,275 to join the International 
Union of Steam Engineers; and 
WHEREAS, Said Double Drum Hoist- 
ers’ Local Union has not complied with 
said decision; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the charter of Lo- 
cal Union No. 11,275 be revoked. 


Resolution No. 79—By Delegate Robert 
J. Riddell, of the Double Drum Hoister 
Runners: 


WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers presented an agree- 
ment to be signed by the Double Drum 
Hoister Runners; and 

WHEREAS, The Double Drum Hoister 
Runners did sign the said agreement 
and requested the International Steam 
Engineers to also sign the same; and 

WHEREAS, The International Union 
of Steam Engineers refused to so sign 
and adopt their own agreement; be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Double 
Drum Hoister Runners, herewith appeal 
to the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor, Denver, Colo., for redress and fair 
play, and that the International Steam 
Engineers sign the said agreement; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That Resolution No. 141, 


adopted by the Norfolk Convention, be- 


enforced. 


The committee reported as follows on 
Resolutions No. 67 and No. 79: 

“Committee recommend that the 
Double Drum Hoisters surrender their 
charter No. 11,275, and be given autonomy 
as an auxiliary to Local Union No. 184, 
International Union of Steam Engineers.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 69—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, California State Federation of 
Labor, and David McLennan, San Fran- 
cisco Labor Council: 

WHEREAS, The Shirt, Waist and 
Laundry Workers’ International Union 
is composed, as the title signifies, of 
shirt and waist makers, cutters, collar 
res cuff makers, as well as bona fide 

aundry workers; and 

WHEREAS. We, the Laundry Workers 
of San Francisco, maintain most em- 
phatically that shirt makers, waist 
makers and collar and cuff makers be- 
long by every reason of their occupa- 
tion to the Garment Workers’ Union, 
and that all people engaged in this class 
of work on the Pacific Coast do belong 
to said Garment Workers’ Union and 
that the Garment Workers’ International 


Union claims and desires jurisdiction 
over all people engaged in such work; 
and 

WHEREAS, This amalgamation of 


people engaged in such divergent lines 
of occupation threatens the _ ultimate 
welfare and prosperity of both organi- 
zations, and as past experience has 
demonstrated that this policy of amal- 
gamation has created a disposition to 
engender strife and foster jurisdic- 
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tion disputes instead of promoting a 
spirit of co-operation; and 

WHEREAS, The Laundry Workers’ 
Union No. 26, of San Francisco, believe 
on account of the vast numbers of peo- 
ple engaged in their particular class of 
work throughout the entire country, that 
the Laundry Workers of all the cities 
of the United States are entitled to, 
and by every reason of equity and jus- 
tice should have, a separate and inde- 
pendent charter; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in regular Convention 
assembled does hereby endorse the con- 
tentions of the Laundry Workers and 
does hereby order that the _ present 
charter of the Shirt Waist and Laundry 
Workers’ International Union be 
changed to read, International Laundry 
Workers’ Union, and that all persons 
employed in the manufacture of gar- 
ments under the jurisdiction of the 
Shirt Waist and lLaundry Workers’ 
International Union be transferred to 
the United Garment Workers of Amer- 
ica; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Offi- 
cers of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to inaugurate this 
change of charter as expeditiously as 
possible, 


The committee reported as follows: 

“This dispute, being an internal one, 
affecting the Shirt, Waist and Laundry 
Workers’ International Union, committee 
recommend: 

“That the National Officers of the 
Laundry Workers investigate the com- 
plaint of Local Union No. 26 of San 
Francisco, and co-operate to bring about 
the desired change in the name and jur- 
isdiction of the Laundry Workers’ Inter- 
national Union.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 78—By Delegates Martin 
E. Goellnitz and T. E. Keough, of the 
American Brotherhood of Cement Work- 
ers: 

WHEREAS, Section 2 of Article IX, 
of the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reads in part: ‘‘And it 
is further provided that should any of 
the members of such National, Inter- 
national, Trade or Federal Labor Union 
work at any other vocation, trade or 
profession, they shall join the union of 
such vocation, trade or profession, pro- 
vided such are organized and affiliated 
with the American Federation of La- 
bor;”’ and 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union No. 
11,624, Spokane, Wash., is infringing on 
the jurisdiction rights of the American 
Brotherhood of Cement Workers, and 
Federal Union No. 12,222 of the same city 
for a like violation of the Constitution; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Spokane Sec- 
tional Central Labor Union be and is 
hereby instructed to notify the above 
mentioned local unions to comply with 
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the laws of the American Federation of 
Labor and instruct members of Federal 
Labor Union No. 11,624 and Federal La- 


bor Union No, 12,222, who are engaged in 
cement work, 


to affiliate with Local 
Union No. 68, Spokane, Wash., Ameri- 


can Brotherhood of Cement Workers; 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
said Federal Labor Unions No. 11,624 and 
No. 12,222 refusing to comply with the 
laws above quoted their charters shall 
be revoked. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of 
Labor be instructed to have Federal 
Labor Unions 11,624 and 12,222 of Spokane, 
Washington, transfer such of their mem- 
bers as are eligible to membership in 
affiliated International Unions.”’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 89%—-By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint- 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, Previous Conventions of 
the American Federation of Labor have 
recognized that the Brotherhood of 
Painters, Decorators and Paperhangers 
of America has jurisdiction over var- 
nishers, polishers and hardwood finish- 


ers; and 
WHERAS, . Members of the Amal- 
International 


gamated Woodworkers’ 
Union are doing this work despite re- 
peated protests; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention in- 
struct the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor to notify 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Inter- 
national Union to transfer to the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America all of its mem- 
bers engaged in varnishing or finishing 
wood; said Brotherhood to admit them 
without initiation fee. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the rep- 
resentatives of the Painters’ Brotherhood 
and Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Union 
have a conference to adjust the existing 


dispute.”’ 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Bahlhorn, Braunschweig, Tazelaar 
and Vice-President O’Connell. 

Delegate Arnold—I move as an amend- 
ment to the report of the committee 
that the Executive Council be instructed 
to enforce the decision of the San Fran- 
cisco Convention. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee—I desire to explain why the com- 
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mittee made the recommendation. The 
claim is made of jurisdiction by the 


Painters over work of varnishers, polish- 
ers and hardwood finishers employed in 
woodworking establishments. The Wood- 
workers deny the claim. The claim is 
also made that there is an agreement 
existing that we know nothing about. 
The Painters claim that under the de- 
cision rendered in the San Francisco 
Convention they were given jurisdiction 
over all painters wherever they were. 
The Woodworkers claim that any de- 
cision rendered by any Convention could 
not take away from them their charter 
rights and their jurisdiction rights under 
their charter. That, in a few words, is 
the entire question as presented to the 
committee, 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegates Bahlhorn, Mulcahy, Braun- 
schweig, Cullen, Johnston, Skemp and 
Fitzgerald. 

The amendment offered by Delegate 
Arnold was declared lost on a viva voce 
vote. A division was called for, and the 
amendment was lost by a vote of 119 to 
60. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

Delegate Tazelaar—In view of the fact 
that Delegate Mulcahy stated before the 
committee, when asked whether they in- 
tended to take painters into their organi- 
zation and keep those who are there now, 
that they did, is this an endorsement 
of his position? 

President Gompers—The Convention did 
not have that information until the dele- 
gate stated it just now. The Convention 
was ignorant of the fact that the state- 
ment had been made. It is not an en- 
dorsement one way or the other. 

Delegate Mulcahy—The statement is 
not true. I deny it now. 


Resolution No, 9—By Delegate J. C. 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers of America: 


WHEREAS, The Boston, 13, San 
Francisco, 1904, Pittsburg, 1905, and Minne- 
apolis, 1906, Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor ruled that the 
Brotherhood of Painters, Decorators and 
Paperhangers of America has jurisdic- 
tion over all painters; and 

WHEREAS, The Pittsburg, 1905, Con- 
vention adopted a _ resolution providing 
that the charter of the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers be so amended 
as to preclude the admission or reten- 
tion of Painters as members of said As- 
sociation, which decision was _ reaffirmed 
by the Minneapolis, 196, Convention, 
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which instructed the Executive Council 
to enforce the decision of the Pittsburg 
Convention, requiring the International 
Association of Car Workers to transfer 
all painters to said Brotherhood of Paint- 


ers; and 

WHEREAS, Many Painters are stili 
members of the International Association 
of Car Workers, which continues to so- 
licit and accept applications for member- 
ship from painters, despite the repeated 
efforts of the Brotherhood of Painters to 
induce the said International Association 
to transfer its members employed in 
painting to said Brotherhood of Painters; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be, and hereby is, instructed to again 
notify the International Car Workers’ As- 
sociation to at once transfer all its mem- 
bers engaged in painting to the Brother- 
hood of Painters, Decorators and Paper- 
hangers of America, that organization 
agreeing to admit them to membership 
without requiring the payment of an in- 
itiation fee. 


The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the rep- 
resentatives of the Painters’ Brother- 
hood and Association of Car Workers 
hold a conference to settle their juris- 
dictional controversy.” 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Skemp—As Delegate Richard- 
son, of the Car Workers, is absent from 
the hall, I ask that action be deferred 
on this matter until his return. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I am _ in- 
formed by Delegate Richardson that the 
report is satisfactory to him. He further 
stated that. if the report is adopted he 
will be glad to enter into a conference 
with the representatives of the Brother- 
hood of Painters at any time, and will 
do his best to settle the controversy. 


The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 


PAVERS AND RAMMERMEN. 


To the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No. 38 relative to the Inter- 
national Union of Pavers and Rammer- 
men and its contenging local unions, the 
Executive Council’ gave its consideration, 
and a representative of the American 
Federation of Labor was selected to 
meet with the representatives of the con- 
tending parties for the purpose of set- 
tling the matter in dispute by arbitra- 
tion. Conferences were held between 
the. various representatives, and, after 
hearing the testimony on both sides, an 
award was made, which follows: 

“That the officials of the Pavers and 
Rammermen’s International Union are 
justified in their act of suspending local 
unions No. 10 and No. 19.” 
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The local unions in interest, however, 
refused to accept the decision of the ar- 
bitrator and have formed independent 
unions. We recommend that efforts be 
made to bring about an amicable ad- 
justment of this difficulty. 


On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above cap- 
tion the committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the Exe- 
cutive Council of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor enforce the provisions of 
the award which has been rendered.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The portion of the report of the Exe- 
cutive Committee under the caption 
‘“‘Woodworkers-Carpenters” and Resolu- 
tions No. 47 and No. 57 were considered 
by the committee in one report. 


WOODWORKERS-CARPENTERS, 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
119 deals with the dispute between the 
Woodworkers and the Carpenters. The 
matter was taken up between the offi- 
cers of both organizations, with the re- 
sult that a conference was held between 
the representatives of both organizations 
and President Gompers. No agreement 
was reached at this conference and it 
was decided to hold another. However, 
the proposition looking toward the amal- 
gamation of both bodies was proposed 
by the Woodworkers and submitted to 
the officers of the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters. 


Resolution No. 47—By Delegates Frank 
Duffy, Wm. D. Huber, Wm. Sexton, J. 
P. O’Reilly, Thos. Flynn, S. Botterill 
and M. J. O’Brien of the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners 
of America: 


WHEREAS, An agreement was entered 
into between the representatives of the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America and the repre- 
sentatives of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners of America at 
the Twenty-Sixth Annual Convention of 
the American Fede:ation of Labor, held 
at Minneapolis, Minn., in 1906, distinctly 
stipulating that complete amalgama- 
tion shall take place within two years 
from November 1, 196, and that any 
evasion or violation of said agreement 
by either organization shall merit imme- 
diate revocation of the charter of the 
organization so violating; and 

WHEREAS, The agreement was con- 
curred in by said American Federation 
of Labor Convention, with but one dis- 
senting vote; and 

WHEREAS, The United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners of America 
endorsed said agreement by referendum 
vote, as recommended by its Executive 
Officers; and 

WHEREAS, The Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union did not 
endorse the plar of amalgamation, as 
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their Executive Officers did not recom- 
mend same, but, on the contrary, ad- 
vocated distinct and separate trganiza- 
tions (see page 270, Proceedings of the 
Norfolk Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor to bear this out); 


and 

WHEREAS, The stipulated two years’ 
time having now expired, within which 
amalgamation should have taken place; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor be instructed to forthwith carry 
out the preamble of said agreement and 
revoke the charter of the Amalgamated 
Woodworkers’ International Union of 
America. 


Resolution No, 57—By Delegates D, D. 
Mulcahy and Richard Braunschweig, of 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers Inter- 
national Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The delegates representing 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ Interna- 
tional Union introduced a set of pre- 
ambles and resolutions in the Twenty- 
Seventh Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor held in Norfolk, 
Va., known as Resolution No. 119, and 
printed on page 270 of the proceedings 
of that Convention; and 

WHEREAS, That instrument recited 
the record and position of the Amalga- 
mated Woodworkers’ International Union 
in relation to the American Federation 
of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Said Convention decided 
that the President and Secretary of the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’  Interna- 
tional Union and the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, together 
with the President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, should meet and make 
recommendations to both organizations 
in controversy; and 

WHEREAS, The meeting was held at 
Washington, 4 January 25, 1908, 
which adjourned to convene in Indian- 
apolis, March 19. Owing to circumstances 
the second conference was postponed by 
President Gompers; and 

WHEREAS, The officers of the Amal- 
gamated Woodworkers’ International 
Union submitted a proposition on April 
18th, which apnears in the report of 
the proceedings of the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor 
held in Chicago, June 13, 108. This propo- 
sition was submitted to the United 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners by 
President Gompers. No information has 
been given to the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union as to ac- 
tion thereon by the United Brotherhood 
of Carpenters and Joiners; and 

WHEREAS, In October, 1908, a propo- 
sition in accordance with the Minneapolis 
agreement was submitted to the mem- 
bership of the Amalgamated Wood- 
workers’ International Union through the 
referendum which was defeated; there- 
fore. be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention de- 
mand that the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters and Joiners desist from fur- 
ther molesting or interfering with the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ International 
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Union in exercising their right to or- 
ganize and maintain local unions of fac- 
tory workers as defined in charter is- 
sued by the American Federation of La- 
bor to the Amalgamated Woodworkers’ 
International Union of America. 


The committee recommended that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor be present at the Convention of 
the Amalgamated Woodworkers, which 
is to be held in March, 1909, and that the 
Amalgamated Woodworkers’ officials 
are advised to invite the officials of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters to be 
present, and to endeavor to comply with 
the intent and purpose of the Minne- 
apolis decision, affecting the interests of 
the Carpenters’ and Woodworkers’ or- 
ganizations. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Duffy (Frank) and Delegate Mul- 
cahy. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was adopted. 

The portion of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council under the caption ‘‘Brewery 
Workers, Engineers, Firemen, Team- 
sters” and Resolution No. 68 were con- 
sidered by the committee in one report. 


BREWERY WORKERS—ENGINEERS— 
FIREMEN—TEAMSTERS. 


In pursuance to the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention, the charter of the 
Brewery Workers was restored on Feb- 
ruary 4th. Immediately after the close 
of the Norfolk Convention the Executive 
Council met and decided that a confer- 
ence should be held between the repre- 
sentatives of the various organizations in 
interest for the purpose of coming to an 
agreement in accordance with the Min- 
neapolis decision. President Gompers 
was designated to meet the representa- 
tives of the organizations in this confer- 
ence. He reported that the conference 
failed to reach an understanding, and it 
was decided that the representatives of 
all the organizations should hold a con- 
ference, and if they failed to agree that 
each representative or representatives 
submit a statement or proposition to 
which they would be willing to agree. 
The following is the statement sub- 
mitted: 


Washington, D. C., January 21, 1908. 
To the Executive Council, American Fed- 

eration of Labor: 

Greeting: We, the undersigned repre- 
sentatives of the Teamsters, Engineers, 
Firemen’s International Unions met with 
the representatives of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workers, as 
called for by the decision of the Norfolk 
Convention of the American Federation 
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of Labor, and could come to no agree- 
ment. 


We stand ready to carry into effect the 
decision of the Minneapolis Convention 
and so informed the Brewery Workers, 
but their representatives stated posi- 
tively that no agreement could be reached 
on the basis of that decision. Therefore, 
we protest against the Brewery Workers’ 
charter being restored to them until such 
time as they comply with the Minne- 
apolis decision. 

(Signed) THOMAS L. HUGHES, 
Representative, Teamsters’ International 

Brotherhood. 

MATT COMERFORD, 
meopemntatize,. Saar Union. 


Representative, Brotherhood of Station- 
ary Firemen. 


The following is the proposition sub- 
mitted by the representatives of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America: 

We, the undersigned representatives of 
the International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America, present the follow- 
ing as a basis of settlement of the juris- 
diction dispute now existing between our 
organization and the International Union 
of Steam Engineers and the Brotherhood 
of Stationary Firemen. 

First. That on and after date all 
hostilities shall cease. 

Second. All brewery engineers and fire- 
men now members of the International 
Union of the United Brewery Workmen 
of America to remain such, and in all 
localities where the International Union 
of the United Brewery Workmen of 
America have contracts with the brewery 
proprietors, covering engineers and fire- 
men employed in said wreweries, their 
jurisdiction shall not be disputed or in- 
terfered with. 

Third. In all localities in which the 
Internationa] Union of Steam Engineers 
and Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen 
have contracts covering brewery engi- 
neers and brewery firemen, this jurisdic- 
tion shall not be disputed or interfered 


with, 
Fourth. In localities where the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 


Workmen of America have contracts for 
all departments of the breweries, with 
exception of engineers and firemen, and 
the International Union of Steam Engi- 
neers and the Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen hold contracts for the brewery 
engineers and firemen, a local joint con- 
ference board shall be formed. Said local 
joint conference board to be constituted 
as follows: 

Two representatives of the local union 
or unions under jurisdiction of the In- 
ternational Union United Brewery Work- 
men of America, and one representative 
each from the local unions of the Inter- 
national Union of Steam Engineers and 
the International Brotherhood of Sta- 
tionary Firemen. 

Each local union or unions desiring 
the assistance of the parties to this 
agreement shall present their demands 
or grievances to the local joint confer- 
ence boards for approval. 

All questions under consideration by the 
local joint conference boards shall be 
decided by a majority vote, and in case 
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of disagreement the entire matter shall 
be referred to the different international 
unions, ‘parties to this agreement, for 
adjustment. Local unions in entering 
into agreements with employers shall 
arrange that these agreements terminate 
at the same time. 

In the event of a failure to secure 
an agreement or to adjust grievances 
between the local unions with employers, 
it shall be within the power of the local 
joint conference boards to declare strikes, 
providing the same have been approved 
by the international unions, parties to 
this agreement. 

Strikes may be declared off by the 
local joint conference boards by and with 
the consent of the international unions, 
parties to this agreement. 

Existing agreements between parties 
hereto and employers shall not be dis- 
turbed, and no further agreements shall 
be made by the parties hereto in conflict 
with the provisions of this agreement. 

The International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen of America agree to 
accept any and all members of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers or 
Brotherhood of Stationary Firemen who 
have a clear transfer card from the sec- 
retaries of the respective local unions, 
without any initiation fee to the Inter- 
national Union of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, and ask that the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen transfer engineers 
and firemen holding transfer cards from 
the International Brewery Workmen of 
America to their respective organizations 
without the payment of any further in- 
itiation fee, and that all, immediately 
upon transfer, be entitled to all the 
rights, benefits, privileges and protection 
as all other members of the said organi- 
zations of brewery workers, engineers 
and firemen unions at present time en- 
joy, provided, however, that the regular 
dues or assessments shall be paid by 
all members of said Jocal unions to their 
respective organizations up to the time 
of transfer. 

(Signed) JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 

International Secretary. 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
A. J. KUGLER, 
Representing International Union United 
Brewery Workmen of America, 


At this meeting it was decided that 
President Gompers and Vice-President 
Valentine be appointed a sub-committee 
to hold conferences with the Brewery 
Workers for the purpose of securing an 
agreement with them to abide by the 
Minneapolis decision. Later on Vice- 
President Valentine reported that he had 
had a conference with the Brewery 
Workers, but that they would not agree 
to the proposition binding their organi- 
zation to the decision rendered by the 
Minneapolis Convention. 

Shortly after the adjournment of the 
Executive Council meeting, which was 
held in January, communications were 
sent to the representatives of the United 
Brewery Workmen, the Engineers, Fire- 
men and Teamsters, requesting that they 
hold another conference for the purpose 
of coming to some adjustment of this 
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difficulty. In pursuance with this re- 
quest, a conference was held between 
the representatives of the various. or- 
ganizations, but without any beneficial 
result. The attached are copies of com- 
munications received from these organi- 
zations giving result of that conference. 


INTERNATIONAL UNION OF UNITED 
BREWERY WORKMEN. 


Washington, D. C., February 16, 1908. 
To the Executive Council of the Ameri- 

can Federation of Labor, Mr. Samuel 

Gompers, President. 

Gentlemen: We, the undersigned rep- 
resentatives of the United Brewery 
Workmen of America, beg leave to re- 
port the following to your honorable 
body: 

We have, in accordance with your re- 
quest, met the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of Steam Engineers, 
the Brotherhood of Firemen and _ the 
Teamsters’ International Union, and 
have submitted to them, as also to your 
body, a proposition which we believe to 
be in full accord with the fundamental 
principles of and in conformity with the 
laws and ethics governing organized 
labor. We further believe our proposi- 
tion to be fair, honorable and acceptable, 
and one which would eventually lead to 
a final and satisfactory solution of the 
questions in controversy. We are sorry 
to state that our proposition did not 
meet with approval on the part of the 
three orgenizations named above, they 
insisting that our organization be di- 
vided and apportioned to the different 
organizations laying claim _ thereto, 
thereby disrupting same and entirely de- 
troying its usefulness. We are to-day 
ready to carry into effect all the stipula- 
tions contained in the proposition sub- 
mitted to you on or about January 22, 
1908, and hope and trust that same will 
meet with your approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
JOSEPH PROEBSTLE, 
A. J. KUGLER. 


Washington, D. C., February, 1908. 


Mr. Samuel Gompers, President Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. 


We, the undersigned, representatives of 
the Engineers’, Firemen’s and Teamsters’ 
organizations, do hereby submit the fol- 
lowing statement, that we cannot come 
to any agreement with the United Brew- 
ery Workers, owing to the fact that the 
United Brewery Workers continue to 
take into their organization members of 
the Teamsters, Firemen and Engineers, 
and refuse to change their position. 

We therefore beg to inform you that 
we cannot change the position taken at 
last conference held January 20, 1908, 
which was that we are willing to abide 
by the Minneapolis decision. 

Respectfully yours, 
(Signed) DANIEL J. TOBIN, 
Teamsters. 
MATT COMERFORD, 
Engineers. 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 
Stationary Firemen. 


(Signed) 
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No agreement having been reached, 
the whole matter received the considera- 
tion of the Executive Council at the 
meeting held at headquarters in Janu- 
ary. Much testimony was taken on mat- 
ters pertaining to difficulties in vari- 
ous localities and the propositions sub- 
mitted by the representatives of the 
various organizations were considered. 
The Executive Council, after giving the 
matter its careful consideration, adopted 
the following: 

That the charter of the Brewery 
Workers be restored by the President at 
the expiration of ninety days from the 
close of the Norfolk Convention, and 
that in the meantime the Executive 
Council use every influence in its power 
to bring about a settlement of the dis- 
pute between the organizations in ac- 
cordance with the following decision of 
the Minneapolis Convention covering 
the matters in dispute: 

Section 1. All Brewery employes now 
members of the United Brewery Work- 
men’s Union may remain such, provided 
that such members of said United 
Brewery Workmen’s Union as are now 
employed as engineers, firemen and 
teamsters may withdraw from that or- 
ganization and join their respective 
unions, representing these crafts, with- 
out prejudice or discrimination on the 
part of their former associates. 

Sec. 2. Hereafter the United Brewery 
Workmen’s Union shall not admit to 
membership any engineer, fireman or 
teamster, but shall refer all applicants, 
members of these trades, to the respec- 
tive organizations of these trades, now 
affiliated with the American Federation 


ef Labor, where such organizations 
exist. 
Sec. 3. All engineers, firemen and 


teamsters employed in breweries shall 
eonform to the laws, rules and regula- 
tions made by that organization of which 
the majority of the members of the 
respective crafts employed in each brew- 
ery are members. 

Sec. 4. Whenever a majority of men 
employed as engineers, firemen or team- 
sters in any brewery are members of 
the respective unions of these crafts, the 
organization or organizations represent- 
ing such majority shall appoint a com- 
mittee to act co-jointly with the United 
Brewery Workmen’s Union in any ne- 
gotiations which may arise with the em- 
ployers, provided that the United Brew- 
ery Workmen shall have equal repre- 
sentation with all the other organiza- 
tions in joint conference. 

RESOLVED, That unless an agree- 
ment be reached by the International 
Unions of Brewery Workers, Engineers, 
Firemen and Teamsters covering the 
question of jurisdiction, the decision of 
the Norfolk Convention re-affirming the 
declarations and decision of the former 
Conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council holds 
that the ‘decision of the Minneapolis 
Convention will prevail and will be en- 
forced, and upon the failure to comply 
therewith, the Executive Council will, as 
directed by the Norfolk Convention, pre- 
scribe such disciplinary punishment as 
may be necessary. 
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When the charter was forwarded to 
the officers of the United Brewery Work- 
men, the following communication was 
transmitted therewith: 


Washington, D. C., Feb. 24, 1908. 
To the Officers and Members of Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery 

Workmen, Rooms 109-110 Odd Fellows’ 

Temple, Cincinnati, Ohio: 

Dear Sirs and Brothers—In accordance 
with the direction of the Minneapolis 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, the Executive Council revoked 
the charter held by your organization, 
by reason of the violation by your or- 
ganization of the decision rendered at 
Minneapolis. 

The Norfolk Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

“RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
International Union of Brewery Workers 
be, and the same is, hereby ordered to be 
restored. 

“RESOLVED, That the restoration of 
the Brewery Workers’ charter in no way 
alters o1 modifies the declarations and 
decisions of the American Federation of 
Labor in regard to the jurisdiction claims 
of the International Union of Steam 
Engineers, the Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen, the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters and the International Union 
of Brewery Workmen, but, on the con- 
trary, are hereby re-affirmed. 

“RESOLVED, That within ninety days 
after the close of this Convention a con- 
ference shall be held at the headquar- 
ters of the American Federation of La- 
bor, the conference to consist of three 
representatives of the _ International 
Brewery Workers, one from the Inter- 
national Engineers, one from the Brother- 
hood of Firenfén, one from the Brother- 
hood of Teamsters and one member of 
the Executive Council, the conference to 
endeavor to effect an agreement regard- 
ing jurisdiction, harmony and co-opera- 
tion of action of the organizations in in- 
terest, and for the protection and pro- 
motion of the interests of the workers 
employed in and by breweries. 

“RESOLVED, That in the event of an 
agreement, or a tentative agreement, be- 
ing reached, the officers of the organiza- 
tions named shall submit the same to 
their respective International Unions for 
ratification under the supervision of the 
representative of the Executive Council, 
who shall in that circular urge its rati- 
fication and give his reasons therefor. 

“RESOLVED, That if the conference 
shall fail to reach an agreement, the Ex- 
ecutive Council is hereby authorized and 
directed to impose such disciplinary 
punishment upon the organization re- 
sponsible for such failure as the judg- 
ment of the Executive Council may 
direct.’’ 

In accordance with the instructions of 
the Convention, several conferences were 
held by the representatives of the or- 
ganizations therein named, and the mat- 
ter was considered further by the Execu- 
tive Council. No agreement was reached 
between the representatives of your or- 

nization, the International Union of 

eam Engineers, the Brotherhood of 
Stationary Firemen and the International 


REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


Brotherhood of Teamsters, and I am not 
now authorized officially to say at whose 
door the fault of failure to reach agree- 
ment can be laid. 

However, I am directed by the Execu- 
tive Council, upon order of the Conven- 
tion, to restore to your organization the 
charter which was revoked, and the same 
is hereby restored to you, and which is 
transmitted this day by express. 

In restoring this charter to the Inter- 
national Union of United Brewery Work- 
men, it in no wise modifies or changes 
the decision of the Convention of the 
American Federation of Labor as to 
claims of jurisdiction. The duty imposed 
upon the Executive Council of disci- 
plinary punishment to any organization 
violating the decision of the Convention 
of the American Federation of Labor is 
not changed or modified by the restora- 
tion of this charter to your organization. 

In welcoming you back among the 
family of trade unions, it is the hope of 
the Executive Council and myself that all 
parties in interest will see the necessity 
of coming to some form of agreement or 
understanding, so that the best interests 
of all may be secured. 

With best wishes, I am, 

Fraternally yours, 
(Signed) SAMUEL GOMPERS, 
President, American Federation of Labor. 


It is to be regretted that no amicable 
adjustment of this unfortunate difficulty, 
which has caused to much confusion in 
the labor movement of our country, has 
been reached—an amicable _ settlement 
that would be for the best interests of all 
concerned. However, we sincerely hope 
and trust that at this Convention the 
various conflicting interests will agree 
upon some plan that will restore har- 
mony in the brewing industry, which will 
be beneficial to all concerned. It is be- 
yond question that this controversy has 
to a great degree not only retarded the 
growth of the organizations in interest, 
but has to some extent at least had the 
same effect upon the general labor move- 
ment, and it is our sincere desire that 
this matter should finally be adjusted by 
the organizations in interest at this Con- 
vention. 


Resolution No. 68—By Delegate Matthew 
Comerford, of the International Union of 
Steam Engineers: 


WHEREAS, By order of several suc- 
cessive Conventions of the American 
Federation of Labor, the jurisdiction of 
the International Union of Steam En- 
gineers over members of the Steam En- 
gineers’ craft were fully ratified and 
confirmed, as against the contesting 
oe of the United Brewery Workmen; 
an 


WHEREAS, The United Brewery 
Workmen were, by order of the Minne- 
apolis Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, forbidden thereafter to 
initiate into its ranks any person_ over 
whom the International Union of Steam 
Engineers were given jurisdiction; and 

WHER As a result of its con- 
tinued defiance of said order the charter 
of the United Brewery Workmen was 
revoked; and 
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WHEREAS, Said charter was by order 
of the Norfolk Convention restored, with 
the understanding that the United Brew- 
ery Workmen would thereafter refrain 
from further interference with the mem- 
bership of the International Union of 
Steam Engineers; and 

WHEREAS, Since the restoration of 
its charter, as at all times before, the 
United Brewery Workmen have refused 
compliance with the mandates of this 
body, and have introduced into its mem- 
bership engineers owing allegiance to 
the. International Union of Steam En- 
gineers, greatly to the detriment of said 
body; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the United Brewery 
Workmen be, and they are, hereby 
ordered forthwith to surrender to the 
International Union of Steam Engineers 
all engineers initiated since the date of 
the Minneapolis Convention, and that it 
be required hereafter to refrain from 
initiating engineers into their body; and, 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That in any city or lo- 
cality where the provisions of this reso- 
lution are not fully complied with, the 
endorsement and support of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor shall be with- 
drawn from the label of the United 
Brewery Workmen, and the Central 
body of such city or locality is hereby 
instructed to unseat all delegates of the 
Brewery Workmen, pending a _settle- 
} meg of the difficulty; and, be it fur- 

er 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil is hereby instructed to revoke the 
charter of any Central body refusing to 
comply with this decision. ~ 


“Your committee has given the juris- 
dictional dispute between the Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers and In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America and other inter- 
ested Unions careful consideration and 
we are pleased to report to this Conven- 
tion that we have succeeded in getting 
the representatives of the International 
Union of Steam Engineers and Interna- 
tional Union of Brewery Workmen of 
America to agree to cease hostilities, so 
far as those two organizations are con- 
cerned, 

“The basis upon which they agree to 
try to have their differences perma- 
nently adjusted is embodied in the fol- 
lowing agreement: 


Denver, Colo., November 18, 1908. 


We, the undersigned representatives of 
the International Union of United Brew- 
ery Workmen of America, and Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers, be- 
lieving that harmony in the ranks of or- 
ganized wage earners is essential to the 
success of the labor movement, and hav- 
ing a sincere desire to promote the in- 
dustrial and material welfare of the men 
employed in and around the breweries, 
agree upon the following as the best solu- 
tion to settle our differences: 


First: All hostilities now existing be- 
tween the members of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen of 
America and International Union of 
Steam Engineers shall cease immediately; 

Second: Engineers employed in brew- 
eries, now members of, and working un- 
der the contracts and jurisdiction of the 
International Union of Steam Engineers, 
shall remain members of the Interna- 
tional Union of Steam Engineers; 

Third: Engineers employed in brewer- 
ies, now members of and working un- 
der the contracts and jurisdiction of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen, shall remain members of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen; 

Fourth: In the month of October, 1910, 
the engineers employed in the breweries, 
and members of the International Union 
of United Brewery Workmen of Amer- 
ica, shall take a referendum vote for the 
purpose of deciding whether or not they 
desire to remain members of the Brew- 
ery Workmen's Union or to affiliate with 
the Steam Engineers’ Union. A majority 
vote of the engineers who are members 
of the Brewery Workmen’s Union and 
employed in the breweries shall deter- 
mine the question of their membership 
in the respective cities where the refer- 
endum vote is taken; 

Fifth: The referendum vote shall be 
taken under the supervision of two rep- 
resentatives of the Brewery Workmen, 
two representatives of the Steam Engi- 
neers and one disinterested representa- 
tive selected by the President of the 
American Federation of Labor from each 
of the cities where the referendum takes 
place; 

Sixth: The referendum _ shall _ take 
place on the same date, and each engi- 
neer, a member of the International 
tional Union of United Brewery Work- 
men of America, shall be furnished a 
ballot, and a duplicate return sheet of 
the result of the vote shall be forwarded 
to the headquarters of the International 
Union of United Brewery Workmen of 


-America, the International Union of 


Steam Engineers and the office of the 
American Federation of Labor; 

Seventh: All engineers, members of 
the Brewery Workmen’s Union, who de- 
cide by a majority of the referendum 
vote in cities where the vote is taken 
to affiliate with the Steam Engineers, 
shall transfer their membership January 
1, 1911; and where a majority of engi- 
neers decide to remain members of the 
Brewery Workmen’s Union, they shall 
remain as such; 

Eighth: Beginning now, and continu- 
ing until January 1, 1911, joint confer- 
ence boards may be created in cities 
where the Steam Engineers have juris- 
diction. The duty of the joint boards 
shall be the same as now where the 
jurisdiction of the Engineers exists. It 
is understood that in the negotiation of 
wage agreements, contracts governing the 
Steam Engineers and the Brewery Work- 
men’s respective unions shall expire at 
the same date; 

Ninth: Brewery Workers shall have 
authority to initiate engineers in those 
breweries, malt houses and bottling 
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houses in those cities where they have 
jurisdiction over the engineers; 

Tenth: A joint circular letter shall be 
issued to the local unions of the interna- 
tional Union of United Brewery Work- 
men of America, the International Union 
of Steam Engineers and all affiliated 
unions of the American Federation of 
Labor within sixty days from the ad- 
journment of this Convention. The cir- 
cular shall contain the provisions of this 
agreement, and be signed by the officers 
of the International Union of United 
Brewery Workmen of America and In- 
ternational Union of Stezm Engineers, 
and by President Gompers on behalf of 
the American Federation of Labor. It 
is understood and agreed that the terms 
of this arrangement will continue and 
remain in effect and be binding on all 
parties interested until January 1, 1911. 


On behalf of International Union of 
Steam Engineers: 
MATT. COMERFORD, Gen’! Pres., 
R. A. McKEE, Gen’! Sec-Treas. 
A. M. HUDDELL, 1st Vice-Pres., 
P. C. WINN, Delegate. 


On behalf of International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen of Amer- 
ica _— to approval of organiza- 


tion): 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
A. J. KUGLER, 
E. F. WARD, 
JOHN SULLIVAN, 
FRANK KORALEK. 

“It will be seen by this agreement that 
it is signed by the representatives of the 
Engineers, without any qualification, and 
signed by the representatives of the In- 
ternational Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America with the single 
qualification noted. This was done for 
the reason that the representatives of 
the Brewery Workmen did not, under 
their laws, have full authority to act. 

“The committee recommend that this 
agreement be ratified and carried into 
effect by all parties directly or indirectly 
interested in the controversy that has 
existed between the International Union 
of United Brewery Workmen of America 
and the International Union of Steam 
Engineers.”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Tobin (D. J.)—Is the commit- 
tee reporting now on that part of the 
report of the Executive Council dealing 
with the charter of the Brewery Work- 
ers? 

Delegate Lewis, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee—There are four pages of the re- 
port of the Executive Council to this 
Convention that have been considered by 
the committee. There is a resolution in- 
troduced by the Engineers and one by 
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the Firemen and Teamsters. The com- 
mittee is now acting on the resolution 
introduced by the Engineers and the 
part of the report of the Council that has 
application to this unfortunate contro- 
versy. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 77—By Delegates Daniel 
J. Tobin, of the International Brotherhood 
of Teamsters, and Timothy Healy, of the 
International Brotherhood of Stationary 
Firemen: 

WHEREAS, The organization of the 
United Brewery Workers have absolutely 
refused to obey the mandates of the Am- 
erican Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, Their charter was restored 
to same organization at the Norfolk Con- 
vention with the direct understanding that 
they should obey and live up to the de- 
cision rendered in Minneapolis; and 

WHEREAS, They have openly stated 
before the Adjustment Committee that 
they could not, as it would be impossible 
for them to do so, live up to or obey the 
rulings and decisions of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor along the lines of the Minneapolis 
Convention decision; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the charter of the 
United Brewery Workers of America be 
revoked until such time as they agree to 
live up to and carry out the decision of 
the Minneapolis Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

The committee reported as follows: 

“Committee recommend that the Presi- 
dent and the Executive Council of the 
American Federation of Labor be author- 
ized and instructed to endeavor to bring 
about an adjustment of the differences 
between the International Union of 
United Brewery Workmen and the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Stationary Fire- 
men on the same basis as the settle- 
ment which has been agreed to between 
the Brewery Workmen and Steam En- 
gineers. 

“Your Committee further recommend 
that the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor recognize the jurisdiction of the 
International Union of United Brewery 
Workmen of America over all teamsters 
employed in breweries.”’ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee ‘be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Tobin (D. J.) discussed the 
question at some length, and objected 
strongly to the report of the committee. 
He claimed that the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters had jurisdic- 
tion over all teamsters under their 
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charter, and that if the Brewery Work- 
ers should be given the jurisdiction 
recommended by the committee other or- 
ganizations would claim similar jurisdic- 
tion over teamsters hauling goods to and 
from establishments where their mem- 
bers were employed. He stated further 
that the recommendation of the commit- 
tee was unjust and that the Teamsters’ 
organization would not submit to it. 

Vice-President O’Connell, Chairman of 
the Committee, stated that the commit- 
tee could not agree upon the proposition 
of the Teamsters, but decided to make 
the recommendation submitted to the 
Convention and let the Convention settle 
the question. 

Delegate Tobin—Have we not the same 
jurisdiction rights under our charter the 
Engineers and Firemen have? 

Vice-President O’Connell—Personally I 
believe you have. The committee agreed 
upon a recommendation regarding the 
firemen. They could not agree to make 
a positive recommendation on the Team- 
sters’ proposition. They brought in the 
recommendation they did to allow the 
Convention to settle the matter. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Daley, who opposed the report 
and recommendation of thé committee. 

Delegate Ward discussed the matter, 
and spoke in favor of the report of the 
committee. ; 

Delegate Flood and Delegate Thompson 
spoke in opposition to the report and 
recommendation of the committee. 

Vice-President Mitchell—It may seem 
like procrastination to defer a decisive 
vote upon the question in controversy, 
but it seems the adoption of the recom- 
mendation of the committee is not going 
to settle the dispute. Therefore, I move 
that the entire matter be referred to the 
Executive Council, with instructions to 
continue their efforts to bring about an 
adjustment of the controversy between 
the International Brotherhood of Team- 
sters, the Stationary Firemen and the 
United Brewery Workers’ International 
Union. (Seconded by Delegate Wilson 
CW. B.) 

Delegate Healy spoke at length in op- 
position to the report of the committee, 
and in favor of the motion offered by 
Vice-President Mitchell. 

Delegate Lewis spoke at length in de- 
fense of the recommendation of the com- 
mittee. 
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Vice-President Mitchell spoke in favor 
of the motion to refer to the Executive 
Council. 

The motion to refer to the Executive 
Council was declared carried on a viva 
voce vote. 

A division was called for and the mo- 
tion was carried by a vote of 156 to 31. 

Delegates Kemper, Kugler, Koralek, 
Sullivan, Ward and Zusi desired to be 
recorded as voting against the motion to 
refer to the Executive Council. 

Delegate Lewis—That completes the re- 
port of the Adjustment Committee, 
which is signed by the full committee: 


JAMES O’CONNELL, Chairman; 

B. A. LARGER, 

JAMES WILSON, 

H. B. PERHAM, 

HUGH STEVENSON, 

D. A. CAREY, 

ALEX FAIRGRIEVE, 

JAMES P. MAHER, 

JOHN GOLDEN, 

WM. E. KLAPETSKY, 

ARNOLD B. MacSTAY, 

T. J. SULLIVAN, 

HUGH ROBINSON, 

JOHN T. SMITH, 

T. L. LEWIS, Secretary, 
Committee on Adjustment. 


Delegate Hawley desired the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a resolution. No objec- 
tion being offered, Delegate Hawley sub- 
mitted the following: 

Resolution No. 97—By Delegate William 
Morrison, Dallas, Texas, Trades As- 
sembly: 


WHEREAS, It has come to our knowl- 
edge that all State Federations and Cen- 
tral Labor Unions, or Trades Assemblies, 
are not complying with article XI, sec- 
tion 1, of the Constitution of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, in admitting as 
members delegates of organizations or 
locals which are hostile to Unions that 
compose this great body; therefore, be 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, hereby insist 
on the Constitution, in this particular, 
being complied with without any evasion. 


Referred to the Committee on Resolu- 
tions. 


Delegate Thompson desired the unani- 
mous consent of the Canvention to the 
introduction of a resolution. No objec- 
tion being offered, Delegate Thompson 
submitted the following: 
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Resolution No. 98—By Delegate 8S. J. 
Thompson, of the Texas State Federa- 
tion of Labor, and William Morrison, of 
the Dallas, Texas, Trades Assembly: 


WHEREAS, The Southwestern Organ- 
izer of the American Federation of Labor 
has too large a territory to cover in the 
best interest of the American Federation 
of Labor, said territory comprising the 
states and territories of Missouri, Arkan- 
sas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and the In- 
dian Territory; and 

WHEREAS, For the past several years 
Texas, which is a part of the Southwest- 
ern territory, has not received any bene- 
fit from the so-called Southwestern Or- 
ganizer; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to investigate the matter and 
appoint an Organizer for the state of 
Texas, if he thinks it will be profitable 


to the American Federation of Labor and 
the general labor movement, the said Or- 
ganizer to work in conjunction with offi- 
cials and organizers of the Farmers’ 
Unions of the state of Texas. 


Referred to the Committee on Organi- 
zation. 

President Gompers—The chair being 
unable to be present at the conference of 
the representatives of the Longshore- 
men’s and the Seamen’s organizations 
called for six o’clock this evening, will 
ask that Delegate Lennon and Delegate 
Mulcahy act as the representatives of 
this Convention to assist at that confer- 
ence. 

At 5:50 the Convention was adjourned 
to reconvene at 9:00 a. m., Thursday, No- 
vember 19th. 





— 




















NINTH DAY—Thursday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Thursday, November 19th, Presi- 
dent Gompers in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Tighe, Kline, Smith 
(John T.), Bechtold, Williams (Jos. J.), 
Hoag, Potter, Tracy (Wm. J.), Powell, 
Hatch, Richards, Welch, Hood, Robin- 
son (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Woodman, 
Kotera, Nutt, Frazier (G. L.) 

Delegate Evans—Mr. Chairman, before 
taking up the special order of business I 
would like to make an announcement. 
In behalf of the Entertainment Commit- 
tee of Denver, and through them organ- 
ized labor of the city of Denver, to show 
our appreciation of the honor bestowed 
upon our city in choosing it as the place 
in which to hold this Convention, I wish 
to present this gavel to President Gom- 
pers. We trust you will be as well satis- 
fied, after you have held your Conven- 
tion here as we are to have you with us. 

Delegate Evans presented to President 
Gompers a silver mounted gavel, suit- 
ably inscribed. : 

President Gompers—Brother Evans, I 
think that silence would perhaps be the 
most appropriate expression of apprecia- 
tion on my part. I am sure I cannot 
find words to convey to you, and through 
you to our trade union friends of Denver, 
my appreciation of their kindness. 

The hour for the special order of busi- 
ness has arrived, which is the considera- 
tion of the report of the Committee on 
President’s Report. 

Vice-President Valentine in the chair. 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
Committee—I would like to ask the pleas- 
ure of the Convention as to whether it 
is its desire to act upon the report under 
the different captions as we proceed? 

Delegate Brown moved that the report 
be read as a whole, and then read and 
acted on seriatim under the different 
captions. 

Vice-President Duncan—I move _ that 
the report be read by paragraphs under 
the separate caption heads and acted on 
seriatim. (Seconded and carried.) 


Delegate McArdle, for the committee, 


read the following: 


Denver, Colo., Nov. 19, 1908. 
To the Officers and Members of the 

Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor, 

Greeting: 

Your Committee on President’s Report, 
to whom was referred such report, some 
matters from the report of the Executive 
Council and sundry resolutions, beg to 
report as follows: 

The President calls attention to the 
fact that fourteen years ago the Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of La- 
bor met at Denver; that then, as now, 
the country was in the throes of a 
financial and industrial panic. We are in 
entire accord with him when he charges 
“The Princes of Finance’ and “Captains 
of Industry” with their responsibility 
for such conditions. He expresses the 
hope that the mountain regions of the 
Rockies and the Sierra, with the popu- 
lation living under less restraint, may 
stand as a bulwark against all efforts to 
destroy government by law, and to curb 
human freedom. We desire to join with 
him in this hope, and at the same time 
We urge upon all the working people of 
this country the imperative necessity and 
the solemn duty to resist by all means 
at their command the present tendency 
on the part of the employers and the 
“Princes of Finance’ to establish. in 
some form or other in this country po- 
litical and judicial despotism. 

We realize fully that the President has 
not only been required to “devote all his 
time’’ to the interests of the Federation 
and its declared policies and principles, 
but that he has done so to the fullest 


extent. We appreciate the difficulty and 
stress under which this report was 
written, and we, therefore, appreciate 


more fully its scope and force. 

We urge that the President’s report 
may be read with the greatest of care 
by all members of the labor movement 
and its friends and that the delegates to 
this Convention may, as we feel they 
will, use every effort to bring it to the 
attention of their members. 


The part of the 
adopted. 

Delegate McArdle continued to report, 
as follows: 


EXTENDING GROWTH IN ORGANI- 
ZATION. 


report read was 


We desire to congratulate the Conven- 
tion and our movement upon the fact 
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that the membership of the Federation 
has increased during the past year, not- 
withstanding the industrial conditions 
and the opposition which we have been 
compelled to encounter. 

The paragraph was adopted as read. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIONS. 


Under this heading the report deals 
with the settled policy of organizing Na- 
tional or International Unions, as soon 
as there are sufficient locals affiliated 
with the Federation, from which they 
may be formed. 

The President calls attention to the 
fact that to permit the locals to organ- 
ize National or International Unions be- 
fore they have sufficient inherent 
strength is sometimes a disadvantage to 
such locals, and tends to retard the 
movement, and he suggests that some 
discretion should be exercised in this 
matter. In this suggestion and recom- 
mendation we concur. 

He further calls to our attention that 
there has been substantially no reduc- 
tion in wages, owing to the declared 
policy of the labor movement and the 
determination of its organizations and 
members to resist all wage reductions 
and he urges the continuance of that 
policy. We recommend that this Con- 
vention concur in that declaration. 


The paragraph was adopted as read. 


STATE FEDERATION AND _ CITY 
CENTRAL BODIES. 


The report calls attention to the fact 
that there are at present affiliated with 
the Federation thirty-eight (88) State Fed- 
erations and six hundred and eight (608) 
City Central Bodies. We endorse all that 
the President says as to their influence 
for good both in the industrial and leg- 
islative fields. 

Attention is called to the mutual re- 
spect and good feeling existing between 
the officers of the National and Interna- 
tional Unions and the State Federations 
and City Central Bodies. Your committee 
recommends that such good feeling and 
mutual respect be still further increased 
by the officers of National and Interna- 
tional Unions using their influence to 
bring about the affiliation of their locals 
with such Central Bodies and State Fed- 
erations where such affiliation does not 
now exist. 

With the purpose of further increasing 
the educational value and_legislative in- 
fluence of such Central Bodies, your com- 
mittee recommend that they be requested 
to provide legislative committees, that 
in defining the duties of such legisla- 
tive committees it should be specified 
that they shall watch the Congressional 
Record, keep in touch with the Legis- 
lative Committee of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor stationed at Washing- 
ton, D. C., and bring before such Central 
Bodies and State Federations all matters 
of interest to our movement, and further, 
that they shall regard as unofficial any 
report on legislative matters that may 
come to them or to the Central Bodies, 


unless such report comes from the head- 
quarters of the American Federation of 
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cane. over the signature of the Presi- 
ent. 

As a matter of information we desire 
to state that a daily copy of the Con- 
gressional Record may be obtained free 
by applying to the Congressman from 
your Congressional district or Senator 
from your state. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


DIRECTLY AFFILIATED LOCALS. 


Under this heading it is reported that 
there are now five hundred and eighty- 
three (583) local unions in direct affilia- 
tion with the American Federation of 
Labor. The President here deals more 
particularly with the necessity for usin 
discretion in the formation of Nationa 
or International Unions, with which mat- 
ter we have already dealt. He further 
calls attention to the fact that there have 
been a number of wage contests during 
the year; that many advances have been 
secured; that reductions have been suc- 
cessfully resisted owing to the moral 
support that the officials of the American 
Federation of Labor have been able to 
give, and through the financial support 
from the defense fund. We desire to ex- 


press our gratification at th report 
made, and to endorse the policy fol- 
lowed. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 
LABOR MOVEMENT IN CANADA. 


We read with great satisfaction the 
report made and recommend that it be 
adopted. We désire to congratulate our 
Canadian brothers upon the _ distinct 
progress which they are making, both in 
gathering together into efficient organ- 
izations the workers of the Dominion, 
as well as upon the growth of interna- 
tional solidarity. We desire to recom- 
mend to the ational and International 
Unions that they give to their locals in 
Canada all the moral and financial as- 
sistance possible, and that they comply 
with the wish expressed by the fraternal 
delegate from Canada, that the officers 
of the National and International Unions 
should personally visit their Canadian 
locals whenever practicable and possible. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


PORTO RICAN LABOR MOVEMENT. 


There is submitted in the President’s 
Report a comprehensive statement from 
the official representative of the labor 
movement in Porto Rico, of the diffi- 
culties under which the workmen labor 
in the island, in which reference is made 
to the extension of organization in the 
island, to remedial legislation obtained 
and that which has been denied the toil- 
ers, in all of which we concur. We de- 
sire to express our gratification at the 
progress made and the spirit exhibited 
by the Porto Rican workmen, and also 
to express the hope that their feeling 
of confidence and trust in their fellow- 
workers here may be a constantly grow- 
ing value to them and to us. 

The President calls attention to the 
recommendation of previous Conventions 
that the Constitution and other official 
documents of the National and Inter- 
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national Unions be translated into Span- 
ish and distributed among the organized 
workers of Porto Rico, so that they 
may become thoroughly acquainted with 
the aims, objects and principles of these 
organizations. He suggests as addi- 
tional reasons for so doing that we may 
thus reach the workers of other Spanish- 
speaking countries on this continent. 
Your committee urges that the recom- 
mendation be adopted. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


ORGANIZED FARMERS AND OR- 
GANIZED LABOR. 


The mater herein contained was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Education. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


LABOR’S FRATERNITY—INTERNA- 


TIONAL PEACE. 
Your commiitee recommend the en- 


dorsement of what the President has to 
say under this heading, and expresses 
the hope that the interchange of fra- 
ternal visits may be continued and ex- 
tended. We, therefore, recommend that 
the Convention concur in the recom- 
mendation made by the Executive Coun- 
cil to the effect that a representative of 
the American Federation of Labor at- 
tend the next Convention of the Inter- 
national Conference of Trade Unions 
which will meet shortly after the close 
of the British Trades Union Congress, 
and having in mind the report made by 
the fraternal delegates to the British 
Trades Union Congress, we recommend 
that the Convention concur in the request 
made to send Mr. Gompers as our special 
representative to the British Trades 
Union Congress. We further recommend 
that he be instructed to attend the In- 
ternational Congress of Trade Unions, 
and that he visit such other countries 
as the Executive Council may deem ad- 
visable, 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


BUCK’S STOVE AND RANGE COM- 
PANY INJUNCTION. 

Under this heading the President makes 
a clear and comprehensive report of this 
injunction, stating what it forbids and 
what action has been taken with refer- 
ence thereto. He reports upon the proc- 
ess for contempt of court, instituted 
against him, Vice-President Mitchell and 
Secretary Morrison. He further calls at- 
tention to the fact that under the in- 
junction he is forbidden to make a re- 
port to this Convention upon this sub- 
ject. We urge upon all members of the 
labor movement and all friends of hu- 
man liberty to read and digest the re- 
port upon this subject and the subjects 
allied thereto. We recommend that it 
be adopted, and that a vote of thanks 
be given to President Gompers for the 
splendid example he sets in giving this 
report and his willingness to take the 
consequences. 


Delegate Sullivan (Jere L.)—I move the 
adoption of the report of the committee, 
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and that it be by a rising vote. 
onded.) 

Delegate Sullivan (T. 
to have added, if the move of the mo- 
tion will accept it, that the sentiment 
expressed by the unanimous vote of this 
Convention the unanimous senti- 
ment of the trade unions of this country. 

Vice-President Valentine — After the 
vote is taken we will find out whether 
it is the unanimous sentiment of the 
Convention or not. 

The motion offered by Delegate Sulli- 
van (Jere L.) was carried by unanimous 
rising vote. 


(Sec- 


J.)—I would like 


is also 


SHALL INJUNCTIONS INVADE FREE 
SPEECH AND FREE PRESS? 


We note and endorse the President’s 
report upon this question. We desire 
again to call attention to the report upon 
the subject of injunctions made by this 
committee to the Twenty-Seventh Annual 
Convention of this body meeting at Nor- 
folk, Va., and in addition we desire to 
quote, with our approval, the following 
from later documents issued by the Fed- 
eration: 

We contend that equity, power and 
jurisdiction, discretionary government by 
the judiciary, for well defined purposes 
and within specific limitations, granted 
to the courts by the Constitution, has 
been so extended that it is invading the 


field of government by law, and en- 
dangering individual liberty. 
As government by equity, personal 


government advances; republican govern- 
ment, government by law, recedes. 

And further: ‘‘Despotic power under 
the ermine is as dangerous as despotic 
power under the crown. They (the 
judges) cannot divest themselves of their 
humanity by putting on the judicial 
ermine any more than the king can divest 
himself of his by putting on the crown. 

We affirm that government by law and 
government by injunction cannot exist 
together, and we again state that the 
usurpation which undertakes to deprive 
us, as working people, of our rights as 
citizens cannot and will not stop until it 
has invaded all fields of human activity 
and made the judiciary the irresponsible 
arbiter of all relations between employer 
and employe, buyer and seller, man and 
man, 

The President well says that it is now 
the American Federation of Labor and 
the American Federationist which are 
enjoined from the exercise of the right 
of free speech and the liberty of the 
press, and that in the future it may be 
some other publication. The American 
people must learn these facts in order 
that | nieaeel government may be pre- 
served. 


Treasurer Lennon—I move the adoption 
of the report of the committee. 


The motion was seconded by Delegate 
Robinson, and carried. 
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INJUNCTIONS AGAINST WORKMEN. 


We again urge the careful reading of 
this report and the statements under this 
head in particular. We endorse the state- 
ments therein made in full and in par- 
ticular, and call attention to the fact 
that it is by assuming that business is 
property, that the barest shadow of 
justification can be found for the acts 
of the judiciary on these lines. 

Business consists of a location, of 
stock, and patronage. 

Location and stock are property; 
patronage is not. 

Patronage rests upon nothing except 
the good will of the patron. 

There can be no business without pa- 
tronage; hence, . business can not be 
property. 

Courts used to be concerned, and justly 
so, with the preservation of property as 
such; not with the profitable or unprofit- 
able use thereof. 

When courts shall have been com- 
pelled to retrace their steps back to this 
fundamental position, government by law 
and equal freedom will to this extent 
have been restored. 

Your committee again recommend that 
all candidates for legislative or judicial 
positions be carefully investigated as to 
their past acts, and interrogated as to 
their position on this matter, before they 
be given any support, and ‘that those 
who from their actions or expressions 
are deemed unsound, be, regardless of 
any other question, repudiated.” 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted as read. 


SUPREME COURT DECISION EX- 
TENDS SHERMAN  ANTI-TRUST 
LAW TO HATTERS AND ALL LA- 
BOR ORGANIZATIONS, 


We endorse all that the President has 
said upon this subject. We urge that 
it be studied; that each organization 
place itself, so far as it is able, in the 
Hatters’ place in order that it may real- 
ize the terrible significance of this posi- 
tion. 

We recommend and urge upon all offi- 
cials of labor organizations to study this 
question for themselves, with a view of 
bringing it in its nakedness before their 
members in order that each individual 
may fully appreciate its full meaning 
and the danger to which the organiza- 
tions themselves, their individual mem- 
bers and their joint and individual prop- 
erty are exposed. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


BILL AMENDING SHERMAN ANTI- 
TRUST LAW. 


Under this heading the President re- 
ports upon the bill that was introduced 
in Congress to amend the Sherman Anti- 
Trust Law, and the efforts that were 
put forth to have it enacted. Your com- 
mittee recommend that the report be 
adopted and the bin approved, and the 
bill be urged in every way possible to its 
final passage, 
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On motion the report of the committee 


was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


BILL TO REGULATE INJUNCTIONS. 


The President under this heading sub- 
mits for our further endorsement or such 
action as we shall deem proper the 
Pearre bill. We recommend that it be re- 
endorsed. 

He further submits a copy of the Brit- 
ish Trades Dispute Act, and calls atten- 
tion to the fact that by this act the joint 
funds of the organized workers of Great 
Britain have been placed in proper: se- 
curity. We recommend that the Execu- 
tive Council obtain competent legal ad- 
vice upon the advisability or the neces- 
sity of inserting the principles contained 
in the Trades Dispute Act in either the 
Wilson (H. R. 20,584) or the Pearre Bill 
(AH. R, 94). 

We further recommend that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to confer 
with the representatives of other organ- 
izations, with a view of prevailing upon 
them to give their full and undivided 
support to this important legislation. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


LEGISLATION. 


We note with some interest what the 
President says in his report relative to 
the legislation passed by the last session 
of Congress as well as his reference to 
the failure to pass a general Employers’ 
Liability Law. 

Your committee recommend that the 
Legislative Committee be and is hereby 
instructed to use its best efforts in the 
direction of having a comprehensive gen- 
eral Employers’ Liability Law placed 
upon the statutes during the forthecom- 
ing session of Congress. 

We also note with interest what the 
President has to say relative to the 
passage of a Child Labor Law, to apply 
to the District of Columbia. As he states 
in his report, Congress failed to make 
provision for the enforcement of this 
law and that at the present time the 
law is being enforced, partially, by the 
selection of two members of the police 
department, who were selected by the 
District Commissioners. This arrange- 
ment, however, is only temporary, and 
for a successful enforcement of this law 
an appropriation by Congress is neces- 
sary. 

Your committee recommend that a bill 
be drafted, providing for an appropria- 
tion to cover the cost of enforcing this 
law, and be presented to the _ forth- 
coming session of Congress. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 


SOME SUPREME COURT DECISIONS. 


Under this heading the President calls 
attention to some of the decisions of 
the Supreme Court of the United States. 
Your committee recommend that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be instructed to compile 
and have published as widely as _ possi- 
ble the decisions of special interest to 
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and affecting labor, which the Supreme 
Court has rendered within the last fif- 
teen years. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was adopted, the vote being 
unanimous. 


LITIGATION HARASSING LABOR. 


We note what the President has to say 
upon this subject. We recommend its 
adoption. We further recommend that 
it be carefully read, and in addition we 
desire to call your attention to these 
significant words: 

“If the situation is to become so acute 
let us personally, as best we can, defend 
our rights before the courts, taking what- 
ever consequences may ensue. For one, 
I can see no remedy for these outrageous 
proceedings, unless there shall be a 
juickening of the conscience. of our judges 
or the relief which the Congress of our 
country can and should afford.’ 

Bearing this in mind your committee 
desires to state that whenever the courts 
issue any injunctions which undertake 
to regulate-our personal relations either 
with our employer, or those from whom 
we may or may not purchase commodi- 
ties, such courts are trespassing upon 
relations which are personal relations 
and with which equity power has no con- 
cern; that these injunctions are de- 
structive of our rights as citizens, as 
well as of popular government, and we 
therefore insist that it is our duty to 
disregard them, and we recommend that 
such be our action, taking whatever re- 
sults may come. 

We further recommend that when cited 
to show cause why such_ injunctions 
should not be issued, we should make 
no defense which would entail any con- 
siderable cost, and we further recom- 
mend that when cited for contempt the 
proper policy is as outlined above. We 
further desire to warn our fellow union- 
ists that testimony extorted under equity 
process may be partially used in a dam- 
age suit under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Law. 

However, your committee feel con- 
strained to say that when blanket in- 
junctions are applied for or issued by 
the courts against the members of unions 
for no other reason except that they are 
members of the unions, and these injunc- 
tions are applied for or issued solely for 
the purpose of intimidating the mem- 
bers, we believe that such legal advice 
and protection as may be necessary 
should be provided for them by the or- 
ganizations in interest. 


Treasurer Lennon requested that the 
report of the committee under the cap- 
tion “Litigation Harassing Labor’’ be re- 
read, stating that it was the most im- 
portant part of the report the commit- 
tee had presented. 

The request was complied with by the 


Chairman of the Committee, and Treas- 


urer Lennon moved its adoption. (Sec- 
onded.) 


Delegate Furuseth, Secretary of the 
Committee—I want before you adopt this, 
gentlemen, to call your distinct and em- 
phatic attention to what it says. Put in 
plain words, it says that when the judge 
issues injunctions in labor disputes it is 
the duty of the representatives of or- 
ganized labor to go to jail. That is to 
say, to go to jail if the judge wants to 
send you there. 

The second recommendation under this 
heading is that the funds of organized 
labor be not used to any large extent in 
suits to prevent these things, because 
your committee feels it is money use- 
lessly spent. 

The third thing it calls your attention 
to is that there are opportunities for the 
courts to use testimony extorted under 
equity process in a court of law. 

When blanket injunctions are _ issued 
applying generally to the membership, 
we suggest that you be guided by cir- 
cumstances and conditions then existing 
and make the best of it, using your own 
good judgment as to what is necessary 
to maintain the membership under all 
circumstances. 

Vice-President Duncan discussed the 
report of the comimttee at some length, 
and stated that he objected to the use 
of the word ‘disregard’ used in the 
third paragraph of the section. At the 
close of his discussion he moved the fol- 
lowing amendment to the report: ‘That 
the words advising us to disregard the 
injunction be stricken out,. and substi- 
tute instead that we insist it is our duty 
to defend ourselves at all hazards, and 
recommend that such be our action, 
taking whatever results may come.” 
(Seconded.) 

The question was discussed by Delegate 
Furuseth, who opposed the amendment. 
Vice-President Duncan and Treasurer 
Lennon spoke at length in favor of the 
amendment. Delegate Hawley, of the 
Switchmen’s Union, spoke in favor of the 
amendment. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Hayes (Max S.), of the Inter- 
national Typographical Union, who spoke 
in opposition to the amendment, and in 
favor of the report as presented by the 
committee. Delegate McCullough, of the 
International Typographical Union, made 
an extended speech in which he favored 
the amendment. Delegate Lynch, of the 
International Typographical Union, spoke 
in favor of the amendment. Delegate 
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Lewis (T. L.), of the United Mine Work- 
ers, spoke in favor of the amendment. 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
Committee, spoke at length in opposition 
to the amendment and in support of the 
report of the committee as presented to 
the Convention. Delegate Walker, of the 
United Mine Workers, spoke in favor of 
the amendment. 

President Gompers spoke in favor of 
the amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan. 

Vice-President Morris moved that the 
paragraph sought to be amended be re- 
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ferred to the committee for further con- 
sideration. (Seconded.) 

Vice-President Duncan and Delegate 
Furuseth spoke in opposition to recom- 
mitting to the committee. 

The motion to refer to the committee 
was lost. 

Delegate Wilson (James) moved that 
the Convention remain in session until the 
question under consideration was _ de- 
cided. (Seconded, but not carried.) 

At 12:00 o’clock the Convention was ad- 
journed under the rules, to reconvene at 
2:00 p. m, 


NINTH DAY—Thursday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2:00 p. m., Thursday, November 19th, 
Vice-President Valentine in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Tighe, Sullivan (John), 
Bechtold, Williams (Jos. J.), Hoag, 
Fuller, Bowler, O’Connor (T. V.), Potter, 
Savage, Tracy (Wm. J.), Heberling, 
Powell, Welch, Hood, Robinson (Harry 
P.), Breitenstein, Woodman, Kane 
(Thos.), Kotera, Nutt, Fizer, Bohm, 
Creamer (Francis), Frazier (G L.), 
Curtis (Thos. J.) 

Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion from Delegate Healy of the Sta- 
tionary Firemen, stating that he was 
called from the Convention on business, 
and asked that J. B. Conroy, duly elected 
as his alternate, be seated in his place. 

On motion of Secretary Morrison the 
request of Delegate Healy was granted, 
and Delegate Conroy was seated. 

The discussion of the report of the 
Committee on President’s Report, under 
the caption “Litigation Harassing La- 
bor,’’ was resumed. 

Vice-President Mitchell—I desire to sub- 
mit an amendment to the report of the 
committee. Before the amendment of- 
fered by Vice-President Duncan, and 
after the words “and we therefore,” in- 
sert the following: ‘“‘declare that we will 
exercise all the rights and powers guar- 
anteed to us by the Constitution and the 
laws of our country.” 

Delegate Mahon—Is that in addition to 
the amendment of Vice-President Dun- 
can, or does it take its place? 

Vice-President Mitchell — It precedes 
the amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan. 


Secretary Morrison was requested to 
read the amendments as combined, and 
read the following: 

And we therefore declare that we will 
exercise all the rights and _ privileges 
guaranteed to us by the Constitution 
and laws of our country, and insist it 
is our duty to defend ourselves at all 
hazards, and we recommend that such 
be our action, taking whatever results 
may come. 

The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell was seconded. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Gallagher, who opposed both amend- 
ments, and urged the adoption of the 
report of the committee. Delegate Mur- 
taugh also spoke in opposition to the 
amendments. 

Delegate Wilson, of the United Mine 
Workers, spoke in favor of the amend- 
ments. Delegate Jeske, of the Wiscon- 
sin State Federation, opposed the amend- 
ments. Delegate Grout spoke in op- 
position to the amendments as proposed, 
and urged that the matter be recom- 
mitted to the committee. Delegate Furu- 
seth spoke in opposition to both amend- 
ments, and urged the adoption of the 
report of the committee. Delegate Hud- 
dell, of the Stationary Engineers, spoke 
in favor of the amendments. Delegate 
Mahon, of the Railway Employes, made 
a short statement in favor of the amend- 
ments. 

Delegate Gallagher—I desire to offer 
the following as a substitute for the re- 
port of the committee and the amend- 
ments: 
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We recommend that when, through in- 
junction proceedings, the constitutional 
rights of our members are infringed 
upon, that they resist such infringement, 
to the end that they demonstrate that 
personal freedom and human liberty will 
be preserved to American citizenship at 
all hazards. 

On motion of Vice-President Mitchell 
debate was closed. 

Secretary Morrison read the _ section 
under discussion and the amendments 
and substitute before the house. 

The substitute offered by Delegate Gal- 
lagher was lost. 

The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Mitchell was declared carried on a 
viva voce vote. A division was called 
for, which resulted in 124 votes being 
cast for the amendment and 97 opposed 
to it. ) 

A roll call was demanded, and the de- 
mand being supported by a sufficient 
number of delegates, Secretary Morrison 
was instructed to proceed to call the 
roll. 

Vice-President Duncan—In order to fa- 
cilitate business, and as we are about 
to have a roll call, I accept the amend- 
ment of Vice-President Mitchell as part 
of my amendment, and wish to have the 
matter settled by one vote, I move that 
the two amendments be voted upon in 
one roll call. (Seconded and carried.) 

The roll call was upon the following 
amendment: To strike out the portion 
of the report providing that injunctions 
be disregarded, and insert: “and we 
therefore declare that we will exercise 
all the rights and privileges guaranteed 
us by the Constitution and the laws of 
our country, and insist that it is our 
duty to defend ourselves at all hazards, 
and we recommend that such be our ac- 
tion, taking whatever results may 
come.” 

The roll call resulted as follows: 


YEAS—Klapetzky, Noschang, Shan- 
nessy, Smith (George K.), Kline, Mock- 
ler, Kuykendall, Glockling, Howes, But- 
ler, Barry (John H.), Duffy (Frank), 
Huber, Sexton, O’Brien, Flynn, Botterell, 
O'Reilly, Sanders, Fyfe, Crampton, Rich- 
ardson, Gompers, Tracy (Thomas F.), 
Barnes, French, Smith (John T.), Morris, 
Conway, Loebenberg, Manning (D. F.), 
Robinson (Herman), Cable, McManus, 
McNulty, Fay, Feeney, Huddell, Conroy, 
Shamp, Morton, Costello, Sullivan (J. J.), 
Kellington, Flannery, Williams (Joseph 
J.), Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman, 
Landers, Hayes (D. A.), Hoag, Muhleman, 
Duncan, Coombe, Nestor, D'Alessandro, 
Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (Jere L.), Sulli- 
van (Wm. Q.), Farrell, Wallace (John H.), 


MecSorley, Manning (John J.), Keefe, 
Fuller, Bowler, O’Connor (T._ V.), 
O'Connell, Sarber, Stark, Price, Potter, 
Call, Dardis, Sheet Metal Workers’ dele- 
gation (53 votes), Lewis, Ryan (W. D.), 
White (John P.), Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), 
Savage, Walker (John H.), Valentine, 
Frey, Curran, Duffy (P. F.), Murtaugh, 
Carey (D. A.), Woodill, Winkler, Wilson 
(James), Quinn, Sheret, Foster, Goltra, 
McCarthy, Miller, Perham, Rubin, Ram- 
say, Mahon, Fitzgerald (D. S.), Doull, 
Clark, Hart (Lee M.). Barry (Patrick T.), 
Evans (Jo), McHugh, Byrnes, Hawley, 
Heberling, Lennon, Robinson (Hugh), 
Tobin (D. J.), Daley, McCormack, 
Golden, Ross, McAndrew, Svans (KE. 
Lewis), Lynch (James M.), Morrison 
(Frank), Stevenson, McCullough, Hatch, 
Gray, Pulver, Jones, Boettger, Rocker, 
Williams, McCarthy (Frank H.), Ellis, 
Howley, Ford, Richards, Young, Thomp- 
son (S. J.), Copeland, Roach, Mangan, 
Johnston (Julius T.), Morrison (William), 
Tobin (William), Strait, Moore, Peterson, 
White (Norval), Kelsey, Hay, Kuhn, 
MacStay, Kane, Chrisman, McKee, Merz, 
Anderson, Whalen, Terry, Fechnor, Gib- 
bons, Carroll, Holmes, Murray, Hamlet, 
Voll, Riddell, Gass, Hall, Whittaker, 
Bohm, Dunne and Richter, representing 
11,272 votes. 

NAYS—Kerker, Franklin, Dunn (G. F.), 
Walls. O’Boy, Kane, Kemper, Kugler, 
Koralek, Sullivan (John), Ward. Ryan 
(F. M.), McKenzie, Detlef, Comerford, 
McKee, Winn, Kahn, Cruickshank, Law- 
ler, Maher, Stemburgh, Kenehan, Mor- 
rissey, McArdle, Richards, Davis (D. J.), 
Ehret. Hart (E. F.), Churchill, Vanlear, 
Grout, Sheet Metal Workers’ delegation 
(08 votes), Miller (Owen), Balhorn, 
Skemp, Tazelaar, Arnold, Ejisenring, Cul- 
len, Gallagher, Alpine, Tracy (W. J.), 
Clark, Shirk, Martin, Berry, Morgan, 
Ritchey, Torpey, Sinclair, Frazier (W. 
H.), Olander, Furuseth, Stack, Brown, 
Biggs, Brais, Leps, Hayes (Max §.), 
Mulcahy, Braunschweig, Dale, Sharpe, 
Fairgrieve, Keough, Lynch (Patrick), 
Davis, Allen, Jeske, Dowling, Dunn 
(J. J.), Gifford, Johnston (J. C.), Rist, 
Campbell, Breidenbach, Wurster, Smith 
(H. O.), Flood, Peetz, Handley, Hum- 
phrey, McLennan, Leonard, Behrens. Mc- 
Donald, Snyder and Wall, representing 
3,556 votes. 

NOT VOTING—Tighe, Baine, Goellnitz, 
Keough (T. E.), Bechtold, Moffitt, Tag- 
gart, Parmer, Pfeiffer, Duffy (T. J.), 
Kirk, Carey (John). Powell, Loos, Welch, 
Rollins. Maloney, Hood, Robinson (H. P.), 
Breitenstein, Woodman, Smith (O. P.), 
Zusi, Kotera, Nutt, Smith (C. T.), Fizer, 
Creamer, Frazier (G. L.), Curtis. Me- 
Donald, Skinner, Wadsworth, Draper, 
representing 375 votes. 


Vice-President Valentine—According to 
the vote the amendments have _ been 
adopted. The proposition now before the 
Convention is the report of the commit- 
tee as amended. 

The report of the committee as 
amended was adopted. 

Vice-President O’Connell—I move you 
that a special order of business at ten 








222 REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 


o'clock to-morrow be the election of of- 
ticers. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Mahon—I rise to a point of 
order. The Constitution provides that 
the election shall be on the last day of 
the Convention. 

Vice-President O’Connell stated that 
he offered the motion because the other 
business of the Convention would prob- 
ably be completed by ten o’clock on Fri- 
day. 

Delegate Furuseth and Delegate Fair- 
grieve opposed the motion. 

Vice-President Valentine—Inasmuch as 
the Constitution states that the election 
shall take place on the last day of the 
Convention, and as we are not reason- 
ably sure to-morrow will be the last day, 
the chair will declare the motion out of 
order. 

Delegate McArdle, for the committee, 
continued the report as follows: 

We further recommend that when cited 
to show cause why such _ injunctions 
should not be issued, we should make 
no defense which would entail any con- 
siderable cost, and we further recom- 
mend that when cited for contempt the 
proper policy is as outlined above. We 
further desire to warn our fellow union- 
ists that testimony extorted under — 
process may be partially used in a dam- 
age suit under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Law. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move that 
the paragraph just read be stricken out. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Fairgrieve oposed the amend- 
ment. Delegate Lewis spoke in favor 
of the amendment. 

Secretary Morrison—I move as an 
amendment to the amendment that the 
first sentence of that paragraph be 
stricken out. (Seconded.) 

Delegate Lewis accepted Secretary 
Morrison’s amendment. 

Delegate Furuseth opposed the amend- 
ment. Delegate Barnes (J. M.) opposed 
the amendment and spoke in favor of 
the report of the committee. Delegate 
Kemper spoke in favor of the report of 
the committee. Vice-President Mitchell 
spoke in favor of the amendment. 

The motion to strike out the first 
sentence of the paragraph was carried 
by a vote of 101 to 66. 

Vice-President Valentine—What is the 
pleasure of the Convention with the bal- 
ance of the paragraph? 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.)—I move that 
the balance of the paragraph be adopted 
as read. (Seconded and carried.) 


On motion of Treasurer Lennon the 
balance of the section of the report under 
the caption “Litigation Harassing La- 
bor’? was adopted as reported by the 
committee. 

Delegate McArdle continued the report 
of the committee as follows: 


LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL 
ACTION. 

Under this heading the President de- 
scribes in chronological sequence the his- 
tory of the efforts of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor along these lines. We 
recommend its careful reading, and the 
unqualified approval of the statements 
made and the actions taken, 

We shall] call attention to a few of his 
specific statements. We quote the fol- 
lowinr: 

“The American labor movement is not 
partisan to a political party; it is par- 
tisan to a principle, the principle of equal 
rights and human freedom.”’ 

We call especial attention to this state- 
ment, in order that we may emphasize 
its soundness and because it has to some 
extent been disputed. We appeal to pub- 
lic opinion, we do our best to so culti- 
vate it, so that it may become on sub- 
jects which we urge sufficiently extensive 
and strong to be crystallized into law. 
One political party deals with our poli- 
cies and rejects them; another deals with 
them and adopts them; that is, it ex- 
presses itself as being in agreement with 
us on these policies, and if we are to 
remain true to the principles and policies 
which we have urged upon the public, 
Wwe necessarily must work with such 
party for the accomplishment of our ob- 
ject. If an endorsement of our conten- 
tions by a political party is to compel 
us to abandon those contentions, then 
it needs but such endorsement of our 
very existence to compel us to disband. 
The thought needs but to be stated in 
order that it may be repudiated. Par- 
tisanship is exhibited by adherence to a 
party which refuses its endorsement, and 
non-partisanship consists in continued 
work for our principles regardless of 
what any political party may do. The 
President makes the following statement: 

“Our Conventions have frequently de- 
clared that our movement has neither 
the right nor the desire to dictate how a 
member shall cast his vote. It has been 
my privilege and honor always so to 
insist. I have not departed, and can 
not now depart, from that true trade 
union course. At the Minneapolis Con- 
vention the following declaration was 
adopted: 

“*We must have with us in our eco- 
nomic movement men of all parties as 
well as of all creeds, and the minority 
rights of the humblest man to vote 
where he pleases and to worship where 
his conscience dictates must be sacredly 
guarded.’ ”’ 

Your committee are in full accord with 
this expression, and desire to reiterate 
the Minneapolis declaration, but we do 
hold that this declaration does not apply 
to an executive officer while he remains 
as such. Executive officers, when they 
are elected are aware of the declared 
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policies and purposes of the Federation. 
They asume the office for the purpose, 
so far as they can, of sustaining and 
giving effect to such declaration and pol- 
icies as have been adopted. If, after 
more mature consideration, they find 
themselves unable to agree with, and 
feel that they must, in order to be true 
to themselves, proceed to oppose these 
adopted policies, or any adopted policy, 
your committee believe it to be their 
duty, as it certainly is their right, to 
resign from such office. and thus place 
themselves squarely within the Minne- 
apolis declaration. Such action would be 
honorable to themselves and advantage- 
ous to the movement, 

The President closes by saying: 

“It has been my purpose to place be- 
fore you the entire matter in connec- 
tion with my participation in the cam- 
paign, whatever consequences it may en- 
tail. I submit it to you for such judg- 
ment as you may deem best to render 
and such action as you may care to take. 
I am deeply. conscious of this one fact, 
that I have endeavored to give voice 
to the wrongs which Labor has endured 
and to which the toilers are subject. I 
have plead for the righting of these 
wrongs, I have pressed home to the 
fullest the sufferings and injustice done 
my fellows. To the very limit of what- 
ever ability and power I may possess, I 
have thrown it into the scale of the 
cause of my fellow workers.”’ 

In commenting upon this statement of 
the President, we feel that he has gone 
to his fullest limit, physically and men- 
tally, in carrying out the mandates of 
the previous Conventions of the Amert- 
can Federation of Labor, as well as the 
conclusions reached by the conferences 
of the representatives of the National 
and International Unions held in the 
city of Washington, D. C., in the years 
of 1906 and 1908, and we agree with the 
President when he says that the cam- 
paign as carried on by the American 
Federation of Labor was on a high 
plane; that the educational features are 
bound to be of lasting benefit, and that 
a greater moral victory has been won. 

We recommend that the policy be con- 
tinued and that every effort be made 
to bring the principles for which we con- 
tended and for which we shall continue 
to contend, not only to all members of 
the labor movement, but to all friends 
and adherents of popular government. 


Delegate Fitzgerald—I move the adop- 
tion of the report as read. (Seconded.) 


Delegate Furuseth, Secretary of the 
Committee—I call your attention to the 
fact that there are three very important 
separate statements in this part of the 
report. 

Delegate Hayes (Max S.) discussed the 
question at some length, speaking in op- 
position to the report of the committee. 

Delegate Furuseth, Delegate Klapetzky 
and Delegate Wilson (W. B.) spoke in 
favor of the report of the committee. 

Delegate Tobin (D. J.)—Inasmuch as 
there are three separate recommenda- 
tions in the report of the committee, I 
move that they be taken up and con- 
sidered seriatim. (Seconded and carried.) 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
Committee, read the first paragraph of 
the report, as follows: 


LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL 
ACTION. 


Under this heading the President de- 
scribed in chronological sequence the 
history of the efforts of the American 
Federation of Labor along these lines. 
We recommend its careful reading, and 
the unqualified approval of the state- 
ments made and the action taken. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Handley and Delegate 
Barnes (J. M.) spoke in opposition to 
the report of the committee. 

At the close of the session Delegate 
Tracy moved that the Convention re- 
main in session until the part of the re- 
port under consideration could be dis- 
posed of. (Seconded.) 

The motion was declared lost on a viva 
voce vote. A division was called for, 
and the motion was lost by a vote of 116 
to 61. 

It was moved that the Convention re- 
main in session until six o’clock. (Sec- 
onded, but not carried.) 

At 5:35 p. m. the Convention was ad- 
journed to 9:00 a. m., Friday, November 
20th. 








TENTH DAY—Friday Morning Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
9 a.m., Friday, November 20th, President 
Gompers in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, Tracy (Thos. J.), 


Healy, Bechtold, Williams (Jos. J.), 
Hoag, Keefe, Fuller, O’Connor (T. V.), 
Price, Tracy (Wm, J.), Ritchey, Clark 


(W. W.), McHugh, Heberling, Tobin (D. 
J.), Powell, Davis (Austin), Welch, Hood, 
Robinson (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Wood- 
man, Kotera, Nutt, Smith (Chas T.), 
Snyder, Fizer, Frazier (G. L.). 


President Gompers introduced to the 
Convention Mrs. Harriet G. R. Wright, 
Fraternal Delegate from the Colorado 
Branch of the American Woman Suf- 
frage Association, who addressed the 
Convention briefly, and thanked the dele- 
gates for adopting resolutions and re- 
affirming the declaration of principles of 
the American Federation of Labor in 
favor of equal suffrage for men and wo- 
men. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate McArdle, for the Committee 
on President’s Report, continued the re- 
port of that committee as follows: 

The following section of the report was 
under consideration at the time of ad- 
journment: 


LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL 
ACTION. 


Under this heading the President de- 
scribed in chronological sequence the 
history of the efforts of the American 
Federation of Labor along theSe lines. 
We recommend its careful reading, and 
the unqualified approval of the state- 
ments made and the action taken. 


The pending motion to adopt the report 
of the committee as read was carried. 


We shall call attention to a few of his 
specific statements. We quote the fol- 
lowing: 

“The American labor movement is not 
partisan to a political party; it is par- 
tisan to a principle, the principle of equal 
rights and human freedom.” 

We call especial attention to this state- 
ment, in order that we may emphasize 
its soundness and because it has to some 
extent been disputed. We appeal to pub- 
lic opinion, we do our best to so culti- 
vate it, so that it may become on sub- 


jects which we urge sufficiently extensive 
and strong to be crystallized into law. 
One political party deals with our poli- 
cies and rejects them; another deals with 
them and adopts them; that is, it ex- 
presses itself as being in agreement with 
us on these policies, and if we are to 
remain true to the principles and policies 
which we have urged upon the public, 
we necessarily must work with such 
party for the accomplishment of our ob- 
ject. If an endorsement of our conten- 
tions by a political party is to compel 
us to abandon those contentions, then 
it needs but such endorsement of our 
very existence to compel us to disband. 
The thought needs but to be stated in 
order that it may be repudiated. Par- 
tisanship is exhibited by adherence to a 
party which refuses its endorsement, and 
non-partisanship consists in continued 
work for our principles, regardless of 
what any political party may do. 


On motion ‘he recommendation of the 
committee was adopted as read. 

The President makes the following 
statement: 


Our Conventions have frequently de- 
clared that our movement has neither 
the right nor the desire to dictate how a 
member shall cast his vote. It has been 
my privilege and honor always so to 
insist. I have not departed, and can 
not now depart, from that true trade 
union course. At the Minneapolis Con- 
vention the following declaration was 
adopted: 

“We must have with us in our eco- 
nomic movement men of all parties as 
well as of all creeds, and the minority 
rights of the humblest man to vote 
where he pleases and to worship where 
his conscience dictates must be sacredly 
guarded.”’ 

Your committee are in full accord with 
this expression, and desire to reiterate 
the Minneapolis declaration, but we do 
hold that this declaration does not apply 
to an executive officer while he remains 
as such. Executive officers, when they 
are elected, are aware of the declared 
policies and purposes of the Federation. 
They assume the office for the purpose, 
so far as they can, of sustaining and 
giving effect to such declaration and pol- 


icies as have been. adopted. If, after 
more mature consideration, they find 
themselves unable to agree with, and 


feel that they must, in order to be true 
to themselves, proceed to oppose these 
adopted policies, or any adopted policy, 
your committee believe it to be their 
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duty, as it certainly is their right, to 
wesign from such office, and thus place 
themselves squarely within the Minne- 
apolis declaration. Such action would be 
honorable to themselves and advantage- 
eus to the movement. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in 


The question was discuss d briefly by 
Vice-President Mitchell, Delegate Mc- 
Ardle and Delegate Crampton. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was carried. 

The President closes by saying: 


It has been my purpose to place be- 
fore you the entire matter in connec- 
tion with my participation in the cam- 
paign, whatever consequences it may 
entail. I submit it to you for such judg- 
ment as you may deem best to render 
and such action as you may care to 
take. I am deeply conscious of this one 
fact, that I have endeavored to. give 
voice to the wrongs which Labor has 
endured and to which the toilers are 
subject. I have plead for the righting 
ef these wrongs, I have pressed home 
to the fullest the sufferings and injus- 
tice done my fellows. To the very limit 
of whatever ability and power I may 
possess, I have thrown it into the scale 
of the cause of my fellow workers. 

In commenting upon this statement of 
the President, we feel that he has gone 
to his fullest limit, physically and men- 
tally, in carrying out the -mandates of 
the previous Conventions of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, as well as the 
conclusions reached by the conferences 
of the representatives of the National 
and International Unions held in the 
city of Washington, D. C., in the years 
of 196 and 1908, and we agree with the 
President when he says that the cam- 
paign as carried on by the American 
Federation of Labor was on a high 
plane; that the educational features are 
bound to be of lasting benefit, and that 
a@ greater moral victory has been won. 


The above two paragraphs of the re- 
port of the committee were not read by 
the Secretary, but Vice-President Dun- 
can ruled that they were adopted when 
the following section was adopted as 
read: 


We recommend that the policy be con- 
tinued and that every effort be made 
to bring the principles for which we con- 
tended and for which we shall continue 
to contend, not only to all members of 
the labor movement, but to all friends 
and adherents of popular government. 


No objection was made to the ruling. 


ECONOMIC POWER MOST ESSEN- 
TIAL AND POTENT. 

Under this caption attention is again 
ealled to the fact that the most impor- 
tant every-day work we can do is to get 
eur fellow-workers organized on econo- 
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mic lines. We endorse the statements 
made by the President and desire to call 
attention to the fact that by far the 
greater number of wage workers are as 
yet unaffiliated with our movement, 
partly because it is not understood and 
partly because of the conditions under 
which they live and work. We desire 
to say that there is no form or kind of 
work that could not have its conditions 
improved from day to day, or rather 
from year to year, through organization 
on trade union !ines and affiliation with 
the American Federation of Labor. 

We hope to see the day when all le- 
gitimate wage-workers will be within 
the fold of organized labor and will en- 
joy that encouragement and _ improve- 
ment in their condition which come from 
the principle of mutual aid, understood 
and sincerely practiced. We should work 
to this end to the limit of our power, 
bringing to it such ability and self-abne- 
gation we have. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM... 
We note the report made upon this sub- 
ject and we appreciate the efforts put 
forth and the success gained, and hope 
and trust that we shall be able from 
year to year to note greater victories 
achieved. Incidentally we may here 
state that on the third of November Mis- 
souri adopted the constitutional amend- 
ment to which the President refers. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 
PANAMA CANAL LABOR CONDI- 
TIONS. 


We note the report upon the labor con- 
ditions at Panama. We endorse the state- 
ment made and recommend that the Exe- 
cutive Council be instructed to carry out 
the suggestions made by the President. 


Adopted as read by the committee. 


ELECTRICAL WORKERS. 
This was referred to a special commit- 
e. 


ORGANIZERS. 


Referred to the Committee on Organi- 
zation. 


AMERICAN FEDERATIONIST. 

We note with considerable interest 
what the President says in his report as 
to the American Federationist. We fully 
realize that it has been of valuable as- 
sistance in disseminating to the workers 
and our friends matters that are of im- 
portance and interest to our movement. 
That the extension of its circulation may 
be increased is the hope of your com- 
mittee. No local union or the members 
thereof should be without a copy of this 
magazine. The price is reasonable, $1.00 
per year, and within the reach of every 
member. We especially desire to call 
the attention of the officers of National 
and International Unions. and _ request 
them to urge their members to suhscribe 
for the American Federationist. With an 
increased subscription list. such as our 
official magazine is entitled to, by rea- 
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son of the immense value of the matter 
contained therein, it would give the op- 
portunity of extending all reliable in- 
formation that is of value and interest, 
and that should be within the possession 
of every member of our movement. 
Regarding the ‘“‘We Don’t Patronize 
List,’’ we recommend that the question 
of its republication be submitted to the 
affiliated unions for their decision, such 
action to be taken in accordance with 
their regular method and reported to the 
Federation office before September 15, 
1909, and we further recommend that the 
President issue a circular letter giving 
full explanation for the information of 
the organizations and their members. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

Delegate Barnes (J. M.) offered the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolution: 


PREAMBLE, 


The President in his report says: ‘In 
editorials in our American Federationist, 
I have discussed the great principles in- 
volved in the campaign,’ and under the 
caption “American Federationist,’’ asks 
that ‘‘financial provisions should be made 
for the official magazine from the gen- 
eral fund of the Federation.” 

In connection with the publication of 
the official organ, the editorial utterances 
should be considered, as to whether they 
make for unity and harmony in labor’s 
ranks and are fair representations of 
current events. In this connection at- 
tention is directed to editorials appear- 
ing in the September and November is- 
sues. The following is quoted from the 
September issue: 

“We note the ‘Socialists’ Special’ train 
is to make a tour of the country, carry- 
ing Mr. Debs with all the luxurious ac- 
cessories which modern transportation 
can accomplish. The train is said to cost 
$23.000 for the campaign. Now, we would 
like to inquire who finances the Socialist 
campaign? It seems hardly probable 
that such luxurious style of transporta- 
tion would be authorized by those voters 
of small means whose contributions are 
alleged to be the chief support of the 
Socialist campaign. Why not publish a 
list of your campaign contributions, Mr. 
Debs? It would be interesting to know 
who contributes the $23,000 campaign 
train. There is a strong suspicion in 
the minds of many that the money has 
the same similarity of source as the 
abuse. In other words, that the interests 
behind Parry-Post-VanCleave-Taft-Debs 
opposition to unions furnishes the money 
for any branch of the campaign where 
it is expected to do the most harm to 
the unions and their friends. Come out 
into the open, Mr. Debs. Where does 
your party get the money? What is the 
real reason of your virulent hostility to 
the American Federation of Labor politi- 
eal campaign?” 

The following from the November 
issue: 

“Events are proving the truth of 
what we said early in the campaign 
about the Independent and _ Socialist 
Parties being Taft Aid Societies.’ 


This question as to the source of the 
income of the Socialist Party has been 
officially raised in the official publication 
and should be officially investigated, or 
answered. 

Itemized financial statements of the re- 
ceipts for the Socialist special train 
have been published periodically, that is, 
complete to dates mentioned—namely, 
August 15th, August 8ist, September 
30th, and October 31st. These reports 
have been generally circulated and have 
been available at all times to any person 
upon application. The office of the 
American Federation of Labor has been 
supplied with each copy at the time of 
publication, and the members of the 
Executive Council have been provided 
with copies during the session of this 
Convention. 

The names of thousands of members of 
the American Federation of Labor and a 
number of affiliated unions appear in the 
aforenamed reports as contributors, and 
they principally, though all organized 
workers, must be interested in ascertain- 
ing the truth as to the allegations, or in- 
ferences, contained in the _ editorials 
quoted. 

At the very threshold of a departure 
to a new policy by the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, Known as “The politi- 
cal policy,’’ and which must have for its 
purpose the political unity of the work- 
ing class, it is most necessary that cor- 
rect information be available in the 
matter of finances connected with the 
conduct of political movements by the 
working class, or any division of it. 

For the above reasons the following 
amendment is submitted to the commit- 
tee’s report: 

“That a committee be elected by this 
Cenvention to repair, at their conveni- 
ence, but within sixty days from date, 
to the National Office of the Socialist 
Party at No. 180 Washington Street, 
Chicago, Illinois, for the purpose of veri- 
fying, or correcting, the editorial state- 
ments above referred to. The report of 
said committee to be published in the 
American Federationist; and, further, 
that the Executive Council of the Ameri- 
can Federation cause to be published 
within ninety days a complete report of 
all receipts for campaign purposes, with 
names of contributors, together with a 
statement as to expenses. salary, etc., of 
persons working under the direction of 
the ‘Labor Representative Committee’ of 
the American Federation of Labor.” 


A. GROUT, 

a. J. BRAIS, 

G. BROWN, 

E. JESKE, 

J. HANDLEY, 
MAHLON BARNES, 
. E. SNYDER, 
ARTHUR KAHN, 
CHRIS KERKER, 
MAX S. HAYES, 

E, T. BEHRENS, 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
A. J. KUGLER, 
FRANK KORALEK. 


— 


SeHQe 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the resolution be adopted as an amend- 
ment to the report of the committee. 
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The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Tazelaar, O’Brien, Biggs, Kerker, 
Hayes (Max S§&.), Secretary Morrison, 
Delegates Stemburgh, Barnes, Kugler 
and Arnold. 

Delegate Cable—I move as an amend- 
ment that this committee, if appointed, 
be instructed to proceed to the head- 
quarters of both the Democratic and Re- 
publican parties to make a similar in- 
vestigation. 

The motion was seconded, but later 
withdrawn by the mover. 

Delegate Duffy (T. J.), offered the fol- 
lowing as an amendment to the amend- 
ment: 

That, before this Convention takes ac- 
tion on the amendment offered by Dele- 
gate Barnes and others, the delegates 
offering the amendment be asked _ to 
state whether or not they are willing to 
vouch for the truth and accuracy of the 
articles published in Socialistic papers in 
reference to the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor and other labor 
leaders, and also, whether or not they 


are willing to go on record as approving 
of same. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the amendment to the amendment be 
adopted. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Smith, Kemper, Shanessy and 
President Gompers. 

Delegate Young—I rise to move that the 
entire subject-mater of this amendment 
be laid upon the table. (Seconded). 

Vice-President Duncan—If the delegate 
insists on his motion it will carry with 
it that part of the report of the com- 
mittee now before the Convention. 

The motion was withdrawn by Delegate 
Young. 

The question was further discussed by 
Delegate Walker. 

Delegate Miller moved the previous 
question. 

Delegate Barnes asked the privilege of 
the floor. 

Vice-President Duncan — Delegate 
Barnes presented the resolution, made 
his statement and again discussed the 
question. He will not be allowed to 
speak again until all others who desire 
have spoken. 

The motion to close debate was de- 
clared carried by a viva voce vote. A 
division was called for, and the motion 
was carried by a vote of 114 to 88. 

Delegate Gallagher—I understand the 
rules provide that the introducer of a 
motion shall have an opportunity to 
close debate. 


Vice-President Duncan decided that 
under the rules Delegate Barnes could 
not again speak, even though debate had 
not been closed. 

Delegate Gallagher appealed from the 
decision of the chair. 

After statements by Delegate Gallagher 
and Vice-President Duncan a vote was 
taken, and the decision of the chair was 
sustained by a vote of 139 to 64. 

Vice-President Duncan stated that the 
question before the house was the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Duffy. 

Delegate Barnes stated that he would 
appeal from the decision of the chair 
that he had discussed the resolution, and 
stated that as introducer of the resolu- 
tion he was entitled to the floor to close 
the debate. 

Vice-President Duncan declined to rec- 
ognize the appeal, as the matter had 
been Settled by the vote of the Conven- 
tion. 

Delegate Grout arose to a_ point of 
order, and asked the privilege of the 
floor as one of the signers of the reso- 
lution. 

Vice-President Duncan declared the 
point not well taken. 

A brief discussion of the rules and of 
parliamentary procedure ensued, in which 
Vice-President Duncan, Delegates Barnes, 
Gallagher, White and Walker took part. 

A motion to close debate was again 
earried by a vote of 125 to 75. 

Delegate Brown moved that Delegate 
Barnes be given the unanimous consent 
of the Convention in order to make a 
statement. 

Delegate Sexton arose to a _ point of 
order, and stated that as the previous 
question had been ordered nothing else 
could come before the Convention. 

The point was declared well taken. 

Delegate Barnes asked the floor on a 
question of personal privilege, and a mo- 
tion was made and seconded that he be 
granted that privilege. 

Statements were made by Delegates 
Mahon and Dowling in regard to the mo- 
tion, which were declared out of order by 
the Chairman. 

Delegate Gallagher discussed briefly the 
ruling of the chair. 

Delegate Lewis arose to a point of 
order, and stated there was nothing be- 
fore the Convention, as a motion to close 
debate had been carried. 

Vice-President Duncan declared the 
point well taken. 
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The amendment offered by Delegate 
Duffy was carried. 

Vice-President Duncan—There is a ques- 
tion of information in that, is there not? 

Secretary Morrison—The question is 
that before action is taken on the amend- 
ment offered by Delegate Barnes and 
others the delegates offering the amend- 
ment be asked to state whether or not 
they are willing to vouch for the truth 
and accuracy of the articles published in 
Socialistic papers in reference to the of- 
ficers of the American Federation of La- 
bor and other labor leaders, and also, 
whether or not they are willing to go on 
record as approving same. 

Vice-President Duncan—The first dele- 
gate entitled to the floor is Delegate 
Grout. 

Delegate Grout discussed the question 
briefly. 


Points of order were raised by Delegate 
Sullivan (T. J.) and Delegate Wilson (W. 
B.) during the discussion, but they were 
declared not well taken. 

Delegate Ramsay—I move that further 
consideration of this question be laid 
upon the table until 10 a. m. Monday, 
November 23. 

Vice-President Duncan—The motion is 
out of order. The whole subject-matter 
is before the Convention. The Conven- 
tion voted that the previous question be 
put. The amendment was carried. There 
is nothing in order at the present time 
but to proceed to allow the delegates 
whose names are signed to the resolution 
to speak. 

The ruling of the chair was discussed 
briefly by Delegate Ramsay. 

The Convention was adjourned under 
the rules to reconvene at 2 p, m. 





TENTH DAY—Friday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
2 p. m., Friday, November 20th, Vice- 
President Duncan in the chair. 

ABSENTEES: Kline, Healy, Bechtold, 
Williams (J. J), Hoag, Keefe, Fuller, 
Savage Tracy (Wm. J.), Duffy (Thos J.), 
Braggins, Hart (Lee M.), Barry (P. T.), 
McHugh, Tobin (D. J.), Evans (E. L.), 
Loos, Welch, Maloney, Hood, Robinson 
(Harry P.). Breitenstein, Woodman, Ko- 
tera, Nutt, Voll, Snyder, Fizer, Frazier 
(G. L.), McDonnell. 

Vice-President Duncan—The chair de- 
sires to say he will rely upon the good 
nature and good sense of the delegates 
to avoid as much as _ possible _ parlia- 
mentary tangles, for they can do little 
good. Let us therefore proceed in an 
orderly way with the deliberations of the 
Convention. The delegates whose names 
are attached to the resolution read at 
the morning session have mutually 
agreed during the noon hour that but 
two of them will speak—Delegate Hayes 
and Delegate Barnes. 

Delegate Hayes (Max S.) spoke at some 
length on the report of the committee 
and the amendment. Delegate Barnes 
spoke on the resolution and the report 
of the committee. 

President Gompers stated that he real- 
ized that under the motion no delegate 
was entitled to discuss the question ex- 
cept those whose names were signed to 


the resolution, but stated that as a dele- 
gate, as President of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and as editor of the 
American Federationist he wished to be 
permitted to speak. 

Delegate Barnes objected to President 
Gompers speaking. 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.)—I move that 
the rules be suspended in order to give 
President Gompers. an opportunity to 
speak. 

President Gompers—I will not speak, 
even if the unanimous consent of the 
Convention is given, in the face of Dele- 
gate Barnes’ objection. 

Secretary Morrison read the resolution 
offered by Delegate Barnes, which was 
then voted on and lost. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate Kemper received the unani- 
mous consent of the Convention to the 
introduction of a_ resolution, and _ pre- 
sented the following: 

Resolution No. 99—By Delegate Louis 
Kemper, of the United Brewery Workers 
of America: 

WHEREAS, For the past five years 
the United Hatters of North America 
have been and are now contending with 
the non-union hat firm of D. E. Loewe 


& Co., of Danbury, Conn., to have estab- 
lished in said firm’s factory humane con- 
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ditions, to-wit: <A fair earning power 
and reasonable working hours; and 
WHEREAS, The said firm of D. RE. 
Loewe & Co. having instituted suit 
against the United Hatters of North 
America, under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act, for three hundred and forty thou- 
sand ($340,000.00) dollars; and 
WHEREAS, The said firm of D. E. 
Loewe & Co. have caused to be attached 
the homes and personal savings of two 
hundred and fifty (250) of the members 
of S United Hatters of North America; 
an 

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the 
United States has decided that the firm 
of D. E. Loewe & Co. would be entitled 
to damages if the court finds that the 
company has suffered loss by reason of 
the withdrawal of the patronage of or- 
ganives labor and its friends; therefore, 
e it 

RESOLVED, That we, the American 
Federation of Labor in Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention assembled, do hereby 
pledge to the United Hatters of North 
America, and especially to the two hun- 
dred and fifty (250) members of that or- 
ganization Whose homes and bank ac- 
counts are attached, moral and such 
financial support as may be necessary 
in the pending contention; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby authorized and instructed to 
take such action as will at the proper 
time carry these resolutions into effect. 


Referred to Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate McArdle continued the report 
of the Committee on President’s Report 
as follows: 

LABOR PRESS. 


We note what the President says in 
his report as to the Labor Press, and 
desire to express our thanks to the edi- 
tors of the official journals of our Na- 
tional and International Unions, as well 
as to the bona fide labor press. We fully 
realize many of the disadvantages under 
which the editors of bona fide labor 
papers have to work, but we desire to, 
commend them for their untiring efforts 
and devotion to our cause. However, 
we realize that there are publications is- 
sued which masquerade as labor papers, 
but which in reality are but vultures upon 
the body politic, and whose columns are 
open to the highest bidder, particularly 
those bidders who are in opposition to 
our movement. For this class of so- 
called labor papers we have nothing but 
the utmost contempt, but would urge 
upon our members and friends. wherever 
possible, to give their support to the 
regular bona fide labor papers. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 


CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion we desire to manifest 
our appreciation of the work done and 
the progress made during the past year. 
We express the hope that the work will 
continue and that we may all learn more 
fully to appreciate its value, and the 


value of absolute unity and solidarity 
among our members, and that by the 
time of holding our next Convention the 
substantial growth in our movement dur- 
ing the past year will be continued and 
extended. 
Respectfully submitted, 

P. J. McARDLE, Chairman; 

A. FURUSETH, Secretary; 

JAMES A. CABLE 

JAMES J. DUNN, 

H. A. STEMBURGH, 


JOHN R. ALPINE. 


IT 
PATRICK LYNCH, 
W. B. WILSON, 
THOS. F. TRACY. 


On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 


Delegate Sullivan (T. J..—I move the 
adoption of the report as a whole as 
amended. 

Seconded and carried by unanimous 
vote. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate McArdle, Chairman of the 
committee, presented the following sup- 
plemental report: 

Resolution No. 82—By Delegate Emil 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 


WHEREAS, President Gompers has 
shown in his report that since 18% all 
efforts of the American Federation of 
Labor to have protective laws for the 
laboring people passed by Legislatures 
and Congress were met with defiance 
from politicians; and 

WHEREAS, The law-making bodies of 
the United States consist of members of 
both corupt political parties; and 

WHEREAS, It is a fact, not to be de- 
nied, that organized labor can not ex- 
pect any justice from these bodies; and 

WHEREAS, Too much energy of the 
American Federation of Labor and all 
trades unions is wasted in begging for 
— from these politicians; therefore, 
e it 

RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor hereby refuses to have 
anything to do with any corrupt political 
parties, and hereby instructs the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to use all their energies and 
time to organize all the workers of the 
United States and strengthen the labor 
movement of this country, independent 
from corrupt politics; educate the mem- 
bers of our affiliated unions that they 
can not get anything from politicians, 
but they can only gain better conditions 
by uniting and to fight for right and jus- 
tice. We do not want the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor to go on 
the stump for any political parties. 
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The committee recommended non-con- 
currence, the reason for such action be- 
ing embodied in the committee’s report 
dealing with the subject-matter as pre- 
sented in the reports of the President 
and the Executive Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 

Resolution No. 88—By Delegate I. B. 
Kuhn, of the Hanover and McSherrys- 
town Central Labor Union: 


WHEREAS, The urgent need for an 
effective medium in the way of a gen- 
eral publication on the part of the 
American Federation of Labor must 
necessarily be apparent to all thinking 
members of the general labor movement; 
and 

WHEREAS, A four or six-page 
monthly builetin could be issued by the 
American Federation of Labor and to 
the great advantage of the individual 
members, which would result in the edu- 
eation of the rank and file of the Fed- 
eration: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Convention 
hereby instruct the Executive Council 
to proceed, as soon as arrangements can 
be made, to issue, free of charge to 
every member of an affiliated organiza- 
tion, a four or six-page monthly publi- 
eation, to be known as the American 
Federation of Labor Bulletin (or some 
similar name); and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor should 
become the editor-in-chief of this pub- 
lication: and that a general circular be 
issued to all local unions from time to 
time requesting voluntary contributions 
for the support of this educating pub- 
lication. 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


LIBEL SUIT. 
Volunteer Organizer Aybar, Porto Rico. 


The Porto Rico Federation of Labor 
brought to the attention of the Execu- 
tive Council the libel suit against Or- 
ganizer Aybar, editor of a labor paper 
in Porto Rico. This case has been tried 
by the courts of Porto Rico, and the de- 
cision being against Organizer Aybar, 
he has been sentenced to a term in 
prison, but is now at liberty on bail, 
pending appeal to the United States Su- 
preme Court. 

The fundamental principle involved in 
this case is the right of free press. Ay- 
bar is charged with libeling a judge. He 
did not mention any name in the al- 
leged libelous article which he published 
in his labor paper. The matter has been 
appealed to the United States Supreme 
Court and the firm of Ralston & Siddons 
has filed an appeal. 

The Porto Rico State Federation of 
Labor says that it will ‘‘try to jointly 
bear the expense involved in appealing 


mies of this movement, 
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the case to the United States Supreme 
Court.” That organization has _ for- 
warded the necessary amount for the 
fee that is required to file the case. We 
have referred this matter to President 
Gompers to give such advice and coun- 
sel as he can. 

On the portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above 
caption, the committee reported as fol- 
lows: ‘‘The committee recommend that 
the matter be left in the President’s 
hands, to take such action as the exigen- 
cies of the case may require.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was adopted, the vote being 
unanimous. 

Vice-President Duncan in the chair. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—Mr. President 
and Fellow Delegates: It devolves upon 
me at the present time to perform a very 
pleasant duty, one I believe every dele- 
gate in this Convention will be interested 
in. Those of you who have watched the 
birth, development and progress of the 
labor movement of this country under- 
stand better than I can tell you that we 
have many men in our ranks who are 
looked up to as brilliant leaders, men of 
matchless executive ability, men who 
understand all of the ramifications of 
the labor movement. Not only have we 
such men in our ranks, but we have men 
who are able to cope with men in every 
walk of life and in every profession in 
defending the principles that we all so 
much admire and so much love. 

Among the leaders in the labor move- 
ment we have a man who for a number 
of years has stood out in the limelight, 
and, by reason of his position, has at all 
times been made the target of the ene- 
and very often 
the target of the criticisms of those 
whom we look upon as our friends. In 
all the years that he has served this or- 
ganization he has shown wonderful exe- 
cutive ability, has possessed a matchless 
magnetism, and has displayed a sincerity 
of purpose that commands the admira- 
tion of even his bitterest enemies. He 
is a man who possesses all the qualifi- 
cations of a successful leader. Those 
qualifications include, not alone execu- 
tive ability, not alone the power to sway 
multitudes of people in public discussion, 
but, over and above that, they include 
honesty of purpose, independence of 
thought and expression and sincerity in 
his desire to serve, not alone the labor- 
ing people, both men and women, but to 
serve the people of this country in gen- 
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eral. The man I have in mind is our 
worthy President, Samuel Gompers. As 
a slight token of our esteem and our re- 
spect for his devotion to the cause to 
which he has given the better part of his 
life, his friends and followers and sup- 
porters desire to present him with this 
loving cup. 

Delegate Lewis then presented to 
President Gompers a magnificent loving 
cup. The entire Convention arose and 
applauded President Gompers. 

Delegate Lewis—There is, Mr. Presi- 
dent, another person in this Convention 
who has been just as loyal to duty, just 
as earnest in supporting the work as our 
worthy President, and just as interested 
at all times in the success of the move- 
ment. That person has been too long for- 
gotten by the leaders and the laymen of 
this magnificent movement of ours. To 
have an understanding of the real worth 
and the real value of the splendid sup- 
port that person has given to President 
Gompers, I need but recite a single in- 
cident. When this movement was young, 
when it was in its incipiency, when the 
Cigarmakers were struggling for an ex- 
istence, when they were in the midst of 
a contest and many of their members 
in want, realizing that Mr. Gompers was 
the leading figure in perpetuating that 
struggle against tyranny, when a posi- 
tion was offered him through the 
medium of his helpmate—offered to take 
him out of the way—she scorned the 
offer and said she would stand or fall 
with him, even though she starved in the 
effort. Therefore, as a slight token of 
the appreciation, the respect and the 
esteem of those who believe in this 
movement, we present to Mrs. Gompers 
this diamond ring. 

In acknowledging the gifts and in re- 
ply to the speech of presentation Presi- 
dent Gompers said, in part: 

Brother Lewis, Mr. Chairman and 
Friends: I do not know how to respond. 
I feel positively overwhelmed. This 
token of your respect and esteem is 
valued more than T can tell you. I do 
not know but that I have received at 
the hands of my fellow workers more 
than I deserve. It is a common saying 
that republics are ungrateful; and it js 
still more generally said that labor cr- 
ganizations are ungrateful. As long as 
I have lived and participated in the 
movement I have antagonized that 
thought with whatever power was in me, 
and have pointed to a number of men, 


including myself, as a refutation of such 
a charge. 

As a young boy a little more than ten 
years of age I was put to work in a 
factory. Both by precept and from my 
father, who was a trade union man be- 
fore me, and by his example, I early be- 
came a union man, or rather a union 
boy. The spirit of justice, the spirit of 
liberty, the suffering of men and women, 
appealed to me, and together with the 
practical work in the labor movement 
the sentimental side appealed to me 
deeply. And being engaged in the days 
of my boyhood and young manhgod with 
labor men, I was brought up in a very 
hard and cruel school of trade unionism, 
I was in the movement with Sirasser, 
with P. J. McGuire, with Jim Duncan, 
with John B. Lennon and a number of 
others too numerous to mention, and we 
made up our minds that, no matter what 
came we would not permit ourselves to 
be diverted from our work in the labor 
movement. If we were offered positions, 
either in our line of trade or work, if it 
was a matter of preferment in the shop 
or factory, if it was in the line of pre- 
ferment in business, or politics, or public 
position, we would not be diverted from 
the labor movement. We believed the 
opportunity which the men of labor gave 
us for the acquirement of information 
and knowledge, the opportunity to learn 
and to know, the opportunity to polish 
off some of the rough edges of our dispo- 
sitions and natures was a_ valuable 
asset, and that that asset did not belong 
to us alone, but belonged to the rank 
and file of the men and women of labor 
who gave us the opportunity to have 
that asset. 

It will not be difficult, therefore, for 
you to understand that temptations of 
that sort were indeed no temptations at 
all. In the work of the movement, 
whether on the platform or in the 
office, whether in conference ‘here or 
elsewhere, whether among our own labor 
men or in conference with the captains 
of industry, never has an opportunity 
been let slip by that an effort was not 
made to say the right word at the right 
time in defense and advocacy of the 
rights of labor. 

In behalf of my children, 
grandchildren, in behalf of my dear 
father, who although in his eightieth 
year is still a member in good standing 
of the Cigarmakers’ Union, in behalf of 
all those who respect and have confi- 


my ten 
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dence in me, I want to thank you sin- 
cerely and heartily. In the few words 
I have said I have expressed to you 
but faintly—very faintly—my apprecia- 
tion of your good will and confidence, 
not merely in this loving cup, and not 
merely in the ring presented to my good 
wife, but for all your kind expressions. 
All I can say in return is that so long as 
life shall remain in me you may count 
that that asset you have afforded me the 
opportunity to acquire shall always be 
used for the very best welfare of the 
men and women of labor and the people 
in general. 

Mrs. Gompers was introduced to the 
Convention by Vice-President Duncan, 
and thanked the Convention for the 
beautiful gift presented to her. 


Delegate Sullivan (W. Q.), for the Com- 
mittee on Secretary’s Report, presented 
the following: 


Denver, Colo., November 17, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

Fellow Delegates: We, your Commit- 
tee on Secretary’s Report, after care- 
fully going over the same desire to sub- 
mit the following: 

After carefully going over that part of 
the report pertaining to “Finances’’— 
we find the receipts for the fiscal year 
beginning October 1, 1907, and ending 
October 1, 1908, are absolutely correct. 

We also find the Secretary’s report of 
expenditures for the same period when 
compared with the Treasurer’s report 
and the (financial table) report of the 
Auditing Committee agree in every re- 
spect. In that portion of the report in 
which the Secretary furnishes a_ table 
giving the receipts and the expenditures 
covering a period of twenty-eight years 
between 1881 to 1908, we, your commit- 
tee, earnestly urge upon the _ delegates 
and organized labor in general to care- 
fully peruse this table showing the 
splendid achievements of the American 
Federation of Labor during the period 
noted. 

MEMBERSHIP. 


The table showing the growth in 
membership during the past nine years 
should indeed be very gratifying to the 
Organized Labor Movement of our coun- 
try when we consider that during that 
time to the present organized labor has 
encountered most of its _ bitterest 
struggles in the way of strikes, lockouts, 
writs of injunctions, Manufacturers’ As- 
sociations, Citizens’ Alliances and other 
strike-breaking institutions. Notwith- 
standing all the forces enumerated, the 
labor movement, under the banner of the 
American Federation of Labor, has con- 
tinued to grow larger in membership, 
richer in finances and the men of labor 
more determined than ever before to de- 
fend themselves against the merciless 
assaults of their enemies. 


CORRECTION. 

In connection with that part of the 
Secretary’s report bearing upon the cor- 
rection of the vote taken at the Norfolk 
Convention against the decision of Vice- 
President O’Connell while presiding, by 
Delegate T, L. Lewis on the resolution 
introduced by the latter while the case 
of the Flint Glass Workers was under 
discussion, the committee desire to say 
that we have taken the roll call of the 
Norfolk Convention giving the total vote 
at that time, and after comparing the 
votes of those who voted for and against 
the decision of the chair and those not 
voting at all, the comparison with the 
printed proceedings and the. correction 
made by Secretary Morrison are correct. 

We desire to say further in connection 
with this matter that the committee have 
looked over the letters and correspond- 
ence of Delegate James P. Archibald, of 
the Brotherhood of Painters and Deco- 
rators, and Delegate John J. Manning, 
Secretary and Treasurer of the Shirt, 
Waist and Laundry Workers, the latter 
having appeared before the committee 
and verified his letter and signature in 
person. 

We desire to say that inasmuch as no 
objections were raised at the time of the 
vote being taken by the co-delegate of 
Delegate Archibald, we are of the 
opinion that the corrected vote as given 
in the report of Secretary Morrison 
should stand as the official vote taken at 
coat time. The vote as corrected fol- 
Ows: 

A verified analysis of this vote shows 
the following results: 

IN FAVOR of the decision of 

Chairman O’Connell ..............005 6,888 
AGAINST the decision of Chair- 

RR: BONE on cadcicnicaciog ian encuiens 6,742 
NOT VOTING 


Stach scion siieenashniie <iebeontBieaie < 14,91¢ 

In concluding this report your commit- 
tee feel they should say a few words of 
commendation in regard to the very able 
manner in which the affairs of the Secre- 
tary’s office are being conducted when it 
is considered that during the past fiscal 
year alone, as the following statement 
will show, there have been issued from 
the headquarters the following: 

During the twelve months” ending 
September 30, 1908, there has been issued 
from Headquarters an average of 1,418 
letters, circular letters and packages per 
day, as follows: 

Packages of supplies forwarded by 

GEPTOES AE POSE. 6. covcivssreccrccces 2,948 
Packages of literature and miscel- 

laneous supplies for Organizers 


SE ME wccscnvesagancdcbasiesnctans 181,011 

Official and circular letters in two 
rrr 56,562 

Circulars and circular letters in 

one cent envelopes .....scceceeeeees 195,327 
TO | scenes ckteneanenas cicnaiecumeaen 435,848 


When we take into consideration that 
together with this vast amount of let- 
ters, express packages and literature 
sent out, the Secretary has been in con- 
stant touch with all the International 
Officers and their Organizers, the Organ- 
izers of the American Federation of La- 
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bor, Officers of State Federations, City 
Central Bodies, Local and Federated La- 
bor Unions, and all Organizations con- 
nected with the American Federation of 
Labor and those who are indirectly con- 
nected, all this work has been carried on 
during the year just ended as in previ- 
ous years, under the supervision of Sec- 
retary Morrison, we unhesitatingly say 
that the affairs of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor are being conducted in an 
able and efficient manner, commensurate 
with the duties involved through the of- 
fice of its Secretary. 
All of which your committee submits 
for your hearty approval. 
Fraternally, 

HUGH FRAYNE, Chairman; 

WM. Q. SULLIVAN, Secretary; 

PATRICK D. DALEY, 


P. T. BARRY, 

JAMES WHITTAKER, 
E. T. BEHRENS, 
GEO. L. FRAZIER, 
DAVID J. DAVIS, 
GEORGE F. DUNN, 


W. M. PIGGOTT, 
W. A. CHRISMAN. 
On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted, the vote being unanimous. 
Delegate Nestor, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Education, presented the fol- 
lowing report: 


Denver, Colo., November 20, 1908. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Your Committee on Education respect- 
fully present the following: 


Resolution No, 22—By the International 
Typographical Union delegation: 


WHEREAS, The International Typo- 
graphical Union issues in pamphlet form 
and convenient for vest pocket reference, 
a list of weekly, monthly and quarterly 
publications produced under union and 
non-union conditions; and 

WHEREAS, This list is intended for the 
guidance of friends and supporters of 
fair wages, fair hours and fair condi- 
tions: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That all trade unionists 
be requested to secure a copy of the list 
referred to, and that they guide them- 
selves by its contents in the purchase of 
weekly papers and monthly or quarterly 
magazines. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

For Resolution No. 72, by Delegates 
A. B. Grout and James J. Dardis, of the 
Metal Polishers, Buffers, Platers and 
Brass Workers International Union, the 


committee offered the following substi- 
tute: 


WHEREAS,. The President of the 
Buck’s Stove and Range Company, Mr. 
J. W. VanCleave, who is also President 
of the National Association of Manufac- 
turers, has used such part of the million 
and half dollar war fund as he has suc- 
ceeded in hoodwinking the membership 
of the Manufacturers’ Association to pay, 
for the purpose of defraying expense to 
prevent legislation from the United States 
Congress in the interest of labor and 
the people generally, and influencing 
political parties from declaring in favor 
of relief prayed for by labor; and 

WHEREAS, In pursuance of the ob- 
jects of the said J. W. VanCleave, Presi- 
dent of the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company, and President of the National 
Association of Manufacturers, to disrupt 
labor organizations, he has caused Presi- 
dent Gompers, Vice-President Mitchell 
and Secretary Morrison to be summoned 
in the District Court of the District 
Columbia to show cause why they should 
not be punished for contempt of court; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Editor of The 
American Federationist, the labor press, 
all friendly publications, the committee 
of Central Bodies and all Organizers of 
the American Federation of Labor be 
and they are hereby requested to carry 
on a campaign of education so that the 
rights and interests of labor and the 
people generally may be best conserved. 

RESOLVED, That in order to afford 
the best legal protection possible to those 
who are at present defending themselves 
in the interests of Union Labor, and 
those who may be attacked on account 
of their attitude in the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Company’s case, that the Ex- 
ecutive Council be authorized to levy 
such assessments from time to time as 
in its judgment may be necessary to 
protect and advance the rights and the 
interests of the trades union movement; 
be it further 

RESOLVED. That if the present con- 
tempt proceedings instituted against 
President Gompers, Vice-President Mit- 
chell and Secretary Morrison result in 
their being found guilty, that on the 
second Sunday after such finding all 
Central Bodies be requested to hold pro- 
test meetings and invite friendly societies 
and the general public to participate. 


Delegate Grout—I am in favor of the 
report of the committee, and hope it will 
be adopted by unanimous vote. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in, the vote being unani- 
mous. 


Resolution No. 86—By Delegates John 
Golden and Samuel Ross, of the United 
Textile Workers: 


WHEREAS, According to latest gov- 
ernment statistics there are six hundred 
thousand textile workers in this country, 
over sixty per cent. of whom are women 
and children, many of them working 
long hours and for meager wages, mak- 
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ing the work of organizing them both 
slow and difficult; and 

WHEREAS, The United Textile Work- 
ers of America are at the present time 
conducting an aggressive campaign of 
organization among their people, both 
North and South, having increased their 
per capita tax sixty per cent. during this 
work, and to enable them to place more 
organizers in the field; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, instruct the 
Executive Council to lend every assist- 
ance to the United Textile Workers of 
America in their efforts to bring about 
a better organization, and thereby better 
conditions among the many thousands 
of textile workers throughout the coun- 
try. especially among the women and 
children. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee reported as follows on 
that portion of the report of the Execu- 
tive Council under the caption of ‘‘In- 
dustrial Education’’: 


INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION. 


We note with satisfaction the splendid 
progress accomplished by the Executive 
Council along the lines of Industrial Ed- 
ucation, carrying out the instruction of 
the Norfolk Convention. Much data and 
material have been brought to hand and 
referred to your committee. But your 
committee feels that in no sense with 
the limited time allotted them can they 
make a complete report on the value of 
the mass of material referred to them on 
this subject, and we can best submit our 
recommendations in the following reso- 
lution: 

WHEREAS. Industrial Education is 
necessary and inevitable for the progress 
of an industrial people; and 

WHEREAS. There are two groups with 
opposite methods, and seeking antagonis- 
tic ends, now advocating industrial edu- 
cation in the United States: and 

WHEREAS, One of these groups is 
largely composed of the non-union em- 
ployers of the country who advance in- 
dustrial education as a special privilege 
under conditions that educate the stu- 
dent or apprentice to non-union sym- 
pathies and prepare him as a skilled 
worker for scab labor and strike-break- 
ing purposes, thus using the children of 
the workers against the interests of their 
organized fathers and brothers in the 
various crafts; and 

WHEREAS, This group also favors 
the training of the student or apprentice 
for skill in only one industrial process, 
thus making the graduate a_ skilled 
worker in only a very limited sense and 
rendering him entirely helnless if lack of 
employment comes in his single sub- 
division of a craft; and 

WHEREAS, The other group is com- 
posed of great educators, enlightened 
representatives of organized labor and 


persons engaged in genuine social service, 
who advocate industrial education as a 
common right to be open to all children 
on equal terms to be provided by gen- 
eral taxation and kept under the con- 
trol of the whole people with a method 
or system of education that will make 
the apprentice or graduate a_ skilled 
craftsman, in all the branches of his 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, Organized labor has the 
largest personal and the highest public 
interest in the subject of industrial edu- 
eation, and should enlist its ablest and 
best men in behalf of the best system, 
under conditions that will promote the 
interests of the workers and the general 
welfare; now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President, in 
conjunction with the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of Labor, 
be and is hereby authorized to appoint 
a special committee of at least fifteen, 
to be composed of a majority of trade 
union members of this Convention, who 
will serve without compensation and in- 
cur no expenses other than necessary and 
legitimate expenditure within the judg- 
ment of the President and Executive 
Council, to investigate the methods and 
means of industrial education in this 
countrv and abroad, and to report its 
findings, conclusions. and recommenda- 
tions to the next annual meeting of the 
American Federation of Labor. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
adopted. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates Nestor, Furuseth, Wilson 
(W. &B.), Sarber, Handley, Frayne, 
Wheeler and Vice-President Valentine. 


The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

On that portion of the President’s re- 
port under the caption, “Organized Farm- 
ers and Organized Labor,’ and that por- 
tion of the report of the Executive 
Council under the caption, ‘‘Farmers’ Or- 
ganizations,’’ the committee reported as 
follows: 


Your committee have viewed with ap- 
proval and appreciation the organization 
and growth of the two great farmers’ 
organizations, The National Farmers’ 
Union and the American Society of 
Equity, and the friendly attitude which 
they have manifested towards the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor and the policies 
which we have adopted in the interest 
of America’s Workers. The exchange 
of fraternal delegates has already borne 
good fruit, for these organizations of 
farmers have become deeply interested 
in those fundamental questions which 
affect the American Workmen’s stand- 
ard of living, and their influence has al- 
ready been felt in. the industrial and 
legislative fields. 

We most heartily approve of the action 
of the Executive Council in delegating 
representation to the Conventions of 
these two great organizations. The 
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interest which they have manifested and 
their evident intention to take an active 
part in those reforms, social and in- 
dustrial, as well as legislative, has 
opened up avenues through which we 
may spread a wider knowledge of those 
special and general methods by which 
we seek to advance the welfare and 
interest of the American Workman. 

The opportunities presented through 
exchange of fraternal delegates has en- 
abled the organized farmer to become 
more fully acquainted with the evils of 
child labor, the sweatshop, and the pro- 
ducts of contract convict labor, and to 
recognize that he can greatly assist in 
eliminating these social and _ industrial 
evils by demanding the union label, when 
purchasing. So strongly has the value 
of our union label impressed itself, that 
these organizations have adopted the 
same method of designating their prod- 
ucts, so that to-day the labels of these 
Farmers’ Unions are to be found in the 
markets of our largest cities. 

Your committee have had an opportu- 
nity of conferring with Mr. George B. 
Lang, Colorado State President of the 
National Farmers’ Union, who has 
pointed out the great benefit that will 
accrue to the workers of this country, 
by close co-operation along the lines of 
this report. 

Your committee are of the opinion that 
these organizations will prove a most 
important factor in the people’s welfare 
and that their influence will hasten the 
day when unfair, avaricious and un- 
scrupulous employers will no longer be 
able to find a ready market for the prod- 
uct of the child, the defenseless inmate 
of the sweatshop, and the convict whose 
term of imprisonment is used for the 
unholy heaping up of wealth for the 
contractor, while his reformation and the 
conditions which would provide for his 
safe return to society are given but a 
secondary place or entirely overlooked. 

To the end that the work of education 
already begun may be carried on, and 
the bonds of common interest and friend- 
ship strengthened _ still further, we 
would recommend: That two fraternal 
delegates shall be selected who will of- 
ficially represent the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at the Conventions of the 
National Farmers’ Union and the Ameri- 
ean Society of Equity. We would sug- 
gest that the President of the American 
Federation of Labor should be_ desig- 
nated as one of these delegates and that 
the other be selected by the Executive 
Council. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Mahon—Inasmuch as there is 
already in the hands of the Committee 
on Organization a resolution that will be 
reported here, calling attention to the 
farm laborers nd asking that an inves- 
tigation into the condition of farm labor 
be made, I move to amend the report of 
the committee by adding: ‘The frater- 
nal delegates in visiting the Farmers’ 


Convention be instructed to make an in- 
vestigation into the conditions and wages 
of the farm laborers.”’ 

The amendment was seconded and 
adopted. The report of the committee, 
as amended, was adopted. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption, 
“Conservation of Natural Resources,” the 
committee reported as foilows: 


The conservation of the nation’s nat- 
ural resources is a subject of the most 
vital importance to all our people. While 
nature with a lavish hand has covered 
our land with vast forests of trees and 
filled the earth in abundance with min- 
erals and metals, so necessary to the 
welfare and progress of our civilization, 
avariciousness or the cone hand and an 
almost criminal carelessness on _ the 
other has already laid waste a large 
portion of our natural resources, upon 
which we depend, and upon which our 
children, and our’ children’s children, 
the great American people, must depend. 

The gifts of nature belong to the peo- 
ple of the earth, and our own natural 
resources should be protected from the 
hands of those who through indifference, 
wanton avarice or ignorance would al- 
low the gifts of nature to be wasted and 
destroyed, or assume that form which 
would allow a few to grasp to-day, and 
retain for the future, those gifts of na- 
ture which should be used for the wel- 
fare of the people as a whole, and not 
= the benefit and aggrandizement of a 
ew. 

We, your committee, view with ap- 
proval the steps taken by President 
Roosevelt in calling a conference of gov- 
ernors of our several states to con- 
sider this question, and endorse his ac- 
tion in inviting President Gompers and 
Vice-President Mitchell to take part in 
the deliberations of this conference, as 
representatives of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 

We heartily endorse the action of the 
Executive Council in authorizing the 
participation of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in co-operating with the 
general movement inaugurated at the 
conference at Washington for the pres- 
ervation of the nation’s ratural re- 
sources, and would earnestly recommend 
that the Executive Council at all times 
use its best efforts to assist any legiti- 
mate movement which has for its object 
the protection and conservation of the 
natural resources of our country. 

JOS. F. VALENTINE, Chairman; 
AGNES NESTOR, Secretary; 
GEO. D. WOODILL. 
JOSEPH P. GIBBONS, 
GEO. M. MARTIN, 

E. ARNOLD, 

EDW. B. GOLTRA, 

ANNA E. McKEE, 

JULIUS T. JOHNSTON, 

I. B. KUHN, 

JOHN A. VOLL, 

ERNEST BOHM, 

WM. J. TRACY, 

P. F. RICHARDSON. 
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Delegate Nestor—I mov the adoption 
of the report of the committee as a 
whole, as amended. (Seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote.) 

Delegate Flannery, for the Special 
Committee appointed to consider that por- 
tion of the report of the Executive Coun- 
cil under the caption ‘American Federa- 
tion of Labor Office Building,’’ pre- 
sented the following: 


Report of the Special Committee Ap- 
pointed to Consider the Advisability of 
Erecting an Office Building at Wash- 
ington, D. C., Suitable for the Wants 
and Requirements of the American 
Federation of Labor. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Greeting: The Special Committee ap- 

pointed by President Gompers, by and 

with the consent of the Convention, to 
whom was referred that part of the Exe- 
cutive Council’s report reterring to and 
dealing with the erection of an _ office 
building at Washington, D, C., suitable 
for the transaction of the affairs and 
business of the American Federation of 

Labor, held several meetings, at which 

Preisdent Gompers and Secretary Morri- 

son were present. We carefully con- 

sidered that part of the report referring 
to the erection of an office building and 
are satisfied, after listening to President 

Gompers and Secretary Morrison, that 

the present headquarters in Washington, 

D. C.. are not suitable nor large enough 

to transact business in a business man- 

ner. More floor space is wanted; larger 
offices for the President, Secretary and 

Executive Council are necessary, and re- 

ception rooms are required. We, there- 

fore, concur in the recommendation of 
the Executive Council that the American 

Federation of Labor build suitable and 

appropriate headquarters in Washington, 

. C., that will be a credit to the organi- 
zations affiliated, and a monument to 
the organized labor movement of 
America in the time to come. 

The local trades and federal labor 
unions directly affiliated by charter 
have already voted in favor of a loan of 
$50,000 from the defense fund for that 
purpose, as per the letter submitted to 
them by President Gompers under date 
of September 2st, 1908, by instructions 
of the Executive Council. Your commit- 
tee, however, believe that this sum is 
not sufficient to buy ground and erect a 
building thereon large enough to trans- 
act the business of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. We would, therefore, 
recommend that authority be given the 
Executive Council to devise ways and 
means to raise $30,000 more, making in 
all $80,000, and we feel sure that with 
this amount at their disposal land can 
be purchased and an _ office building 
erected in which the business and affairs 
of the American Federation of Labor 
can be transacted and conducted in an 
up-to-date manner; and in which its 
wants and requirements can be attended 
to without undue delay. 
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We consider it unjust to the officers of 
the American Federation of Labor, or 
any other labor organization, to be re- 
quired to work and transact business in 
small, stuffy, dingy, ill ventilated and 
poorly lighted offices. 

We, therefore, concur with the Execu- 
tive Council in the proposition of buying 
ground outright, and _ building’ offices 
thereon for the American Federation of 
Labor, in Washington, 

FRANK DUFFY, Chairman; 
Aa A FLANNERY, Secretary; 
GEORGE P. FOSTER, 
VICTOR ALTMAN, 

FRANK L. RIST, 

JOHN R. HOLMES; 

. MELVIA RICHTER, 

F. RY 


AN, 
HERBERT CRAMPTON, 
OHN R. DUNNE, 
LOUIS KEMPER, 
Special Committee. 

Delegate Flannery—I move the adoption 
of the report of the Special Committee. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Furuseth—I would like to ask 
whether the committee has considered 
the possibility of the building being 
seized for damages? 

Delegate Duffy (Frank)—The committee 
went into that thoroughly. I was par- 
ticularly interested in it because we have 
had this question up in the Brotherhood 
of Carpenters, and to-day the roof is 
going on the office building of our organi- 
zation in Indianapolis, Ind. We consulted 
legal authority and were advised not to 
incorporate. We asked if the property 
could not be seized for damages, and 
were told that was not. what the em- 
ployers wanted; that they wanted to tie 
up the funds of the organizations. If 
the property should be attached the case 
could be put at the end of the docket, 
come up in two or three years, be put 
back again, and by that time the strike 
would be over. 

Delegate Perham—The Order of Rail- 
way Telegraphers took under considera- 
tion this same question, and arrived at 
the conclusion that if our building was 
going to be attached it would have to be 
attached, and that we would not con- 
sider it a very bad business investment 
if it was attached. If the organizations 
have no right to their own buildings the 
sooner we settle that the better it will 
be for this movement. 

The motion to adopt the report of the 
committee was carried. 

Delegate Perham, for the Special Com- 
mittee appointed to make an effort to se- 
cure amalgamation of the two Interna- 
tional Unions of Car Workers, reported 
as follows: 
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“In presenting this report I desire to 
preface it by saying that the representa- 
tives of the two organizations at interest 
were not equipped with the necessary 
power to settle the questions that were 
presented. However, we arrived at a 
method of eventually settling the dis- 
putes that have been running along for 
years. Our method is contained in the 
following report’’: 


To the Twenty-Eighth Annual Conven- 
tion of the American Federation of 
Labor: 

Greeting—Your Special Committee ap- 
pointed to make an effort to secure amal- 
gamation between the International As- 
sociation of Car Workers and _ the 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen beg 
leave to report that after several con- 
ferences between the parties at interest 
and your committee, at which all phases 
of the matters were discussed, it was 
agreed to: 

That the Grand Chief Carman of the 
Brotherhood of Railway Carmen will put 
to a referendum vote the question of 
affiliation with the American Federation 
of Labor, also the appointment of five 
members, with full power to act, to meet 
with a like committee of the Interna- 
tional Association of Car Workers and 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor for the purpose of 
formulating a plan of amalgamation of 
the two organizations. 

That the Grand President of the Inter- 
national Association of Car Workers 
will put to a referendum vote the ques- 
tion of appointment of five members, 
with full power to act, to meet with a 
like committee of the Brotherhood of 
Railway Carmen and the _ Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor for the purpose of formulating a 
plan of amalgamation of the two organ- 


izations. 
FRANK L. RONEMUS, 
Grand Chief Carman, Brotherhood of 
Railway Carmen. 
Ss. F. RICHARDSON, 
Grand President, International Asso- 
ciation of Car Workers. 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


H. S. PERHAM, 

WILBUR BRAGGINS, 

Ss. J. FLANNERY, 
Special Committee. 


Delegate Perham—I move the adoption 
of the report of the Special Committee. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

Delegate Moffitt—I move that the elec- 
tion of officers be made a special order 
of business for 9 o’clock to-morrow morn- 
ing. (Seconded by Delegate Ryan (W. 
D.). 

Vice-President O’Connell—I move as an 
amendment that ‘9’ be stricken out and 
“10” inserted. (Seconded.) 


Vice-President Duncan—I move as an 
amendment to the amendment that the 
rule making Saturday afternoon a half 
holiday be suspended and that the elec- 
tion of officers take place at 2 o’clock. 
(Seconded, but not carried.) 

Delegate Moffitt—I accept the amend- 
ment offered by Vice-President O’Connell. 

The motion offered by Delegate Moffitt 
was adopted as amended. 

Delegate McCarthy, for the Committee 
on Organization, presented the following 
report: 

To the Officers and Members of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
We, your Committee on Organization, 


beg leave to submit the following report 
upon the resolutions referred to us: 

Resolution No. 5—By Delegate James 
Whittaker, of Federal Labor Union 11,823: 

WHEREAS, Federal Labor Union 11,823 
of Evanston, Wyoming, consisting of 
machinists’ he'pers, pipe men and help- 
ers, boiler washers, fire lighters, station- 
ary firemen, engine wipers and wrecking 
engineers employed on the Union Pacific 
Railroad, have been reduced 30 to 50 per 
cent. in the last year, and we can not 
secure any redress; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That an organizer be 
placed in the field to cover the entire 
Union Pacific System from Omaha to 
Evanston for the purpose of thoroughly 
organizing the above named employes of 
the Union Pacific into Federal Labor 
Unions, to the end that they can resist 
further reduction and secure improved 
conditions. 

The committee reported as_ follows: 
“Your committee concur in the resolution 
and recommend that it be referred to 
the Executive Council for their favorable 
consideration, and also recommend that 
the Executive Council instruct all Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor organizers in 
that part of the country to pay particu- 
lar attention to the organizing of the 
men named in the resolution.” 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegates Dunn, Lennon, Shamp and 
Morris. 

The motion to concur.in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 24 be amended to read as fol- 
lows, and that when so amended it be 
referred to the Executive Council for 
favorable consideration: 

Resolution No. 24—By Delegate J. J. 
Handley, of the Milwaukee Federated 
Trades Council: 
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WHEREAS, Unscrupulous employers 
of Milwaukee, employing thousands of 
craftsmen of the metal trades, have in 
the past year reduced wages and at this 
time, while so many are unemployed, are 
endeavoring, and have started in some 
shops the system of piece or task work, 
and the members of the various metal 
trades organizations are doing all in 
their power to defend and sustain their 
Constitutions from the wanton attacks 
of corporate power, which seeks to take 
advantage of this panic and fasten upon 
its employes a slavish condition of servi- 
tude; and 

WHEREAS, The members of the In- 
ternational Iron Molders’ Union of North 
America having been engaged in a bitter 
strike in this city for over two years, 
we feel that the conditions of the metal 
trades in Milwaukee must be looked after 
sharply: and 

WHEREAS, As the situation presents 
itself to us, we view it with serious 
alarm and apprehension, for we recog- 
nize in it an insidious attack on organized 
labor; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That we, the Milwaukee 
Metal Trades Council of the Metal 
Trades Denartment of the American 
Federation of Labor, request the Execu- 
tive Council of the American Federation 
of Labor to send an organizer of some 
metal trades craft to Milwaukee in the 
spring of 1909, for a period of not less 
than four months, 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 34 be referred to the Executive 
Council when amended to read as fol- 
lows: 


Resolution No. 34—By Delegate James 
McKenzie, of the International Broom 
and Whisk Makers Union: 


WHEREAS, The International Broom 
and Whisk Makers’ Union is seriously 
menaced by reason of the fact that the 
various penal institutions are engaged in 
the broom making industry, thereby en- 
tering into direct competition with free 
labor to the detriment of the latter; and 

WHEREAS, But a small portion of the 
Broom Makers are organized, because of 
the reasons above enumerated; and 

WHEREAS, The Broom and Whisk 
Makers’ International Union is unable, by 
reason of its small membership, to rem- 
edy these deplorable conditions, and they 
desire assistance from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor: therefore, be it 

RFSOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
ci] of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby requested to detail an organ- 
izer to assist in upbuilding the Broom and 
Whisk Makers’ International Union, and 
co-operate with the officers of that or- 
ganization. 


The committee further recommended 
that the Executive Council be requested 
to instruct all American Federation of 
Labor organizers and request all Central 
and State Bodies to pay personal atten- 


tion to the organizing of Broom and 
Whisk Makers; and in order that the 
greatest assistance possible be rendered 
to the Broom and Whisk Makers’ Inter- 
national Union, the committee further 
recommended that the proper officers of 
the same be requested to keep the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of La- 
bor informed as to the localities in which 
assistance is most desired. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 37, when amended 
to read as follows: 


Resolution No. 37—By Delegates Jo 
Evans and J. F. McHugh, of the Jour- 
neymen Stone Cutters Association of 
North America: 


WHEREAS, There is at present a dual 
organization of stone cutters styling 
themselves ‘‘The National Stone Cutters’ 
Association;’’ and 

WHEREAS, This association is formed 
solely of seceders from the parent body, 
“The Journeymen Stone Cutters’ Associa- 
tion of North America;” and 

WHEREAS, This dual organization was 
formed and is governed and controlled 
by the Employers’ Association, who use 
it as a menace and a means of disrup- 
tion to organized labor, sending its mem- 
bers as strike breakers into every local- 
ity where trouble occurs between the 
Employers and the Journeymen Stone 
Cutters’ Association of North America; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That the Executive 
Council be requested to instruct all 
affiliated Central Bodies to comply with 
Section 1 of Article XI of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor Constitution; 
that the Journeymen Stone Cutters’ As- 
sociation of North America, which is 
affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, shall be sustained in every pos- 
sible manner by every member of the 
American Federation of Labor in_ the 
protection of their organization and the 
enforcement of their rights. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 40 be referred to the Executive 
Council for favorable consideration when 
amended to read as follows: 


Resolution No, 40—By Delegate Chas. 
E. Jeske, of the Wisconsin State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, A resolution was _ intro- 
duced at the Norfolk Convention asking 
for an organizer for Southern Wisconsin, 
and referred to the Executive Council 
for action, and since no organizer has 
been sent to this day; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil send an organizer to Wisconsin in 
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compliance with Resolution No. 94 of the 
Norfolk Convention. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 48—By Delegate J. B. 
Dale, of the California State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, There are in this country 
some three millions of agricultural 
workers and laborers, who seek work 
wherever it can be found, having no 
homes, chiefly because their earnings are 
such as to prevent them from assuming 
a eg ng and 

WH EAS, These men need organiza- 
tion a eo! as any men now in our 
country; and 

WHEREAS, It is to the highest inter- 
est of our movement that these men 
should be acquainted with our movement 
that they may learn to love it; and 

WHEREAS, By reason of their condi- 
tion they can do but little for themselves, 
See in the beginning; therefore, be 
t 


RESOLVED, That the Committee on 
Organization be instructed to go care- 
fully into the form of organization that 
might be useful to agricultural workers 
with a view of the American Federation 
of Labor putting forth all the force avail- 
able to help organization amongst these 
men, 


Your committee recommend that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council and the Council be requested to 
investigate the working conditions of 
farm laborers, and establish organiza- 
tions of the same wherever possible. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Furuseth spoke at some 
length in favor of the report of the com- 
mittee and the resolution. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 53—By Delegate James 
Kotera, of the South Omaha Central 
Labor Council: 


Present conditions within South Omaha 
demand that the work of organization 
be pushed with all possible vigor. Since 
the great strike of 1904 in all packing 
centers, the unions among the packing 
house employes of South Omaha have 
been utterly demoralized, and are in need 
of assistance at the present time. Pres- 
ent conditions and local sentiment make 
the time of reorganization strategic. 

Furthermore, the Clerks, Bartenders, 
Cigarmakers, Steam Fitters and other 
locals, who in the past have maintained 
unions, could be organized at the present 
time with great added strength to all 
concerned in the labor movement. 

WHEREAS, The above statement of 
facts shows to a small degree the need, 
desirability and assured success of im- 
mediate action in the reorganization of 
dismembered unions; therefore, be it 





RESOLVED, By the Central Labor 
Union of South Omaha, Neb., that we 
urge the Organization Committee of the 
American Federation of Labor, in Con- 
vention assembled, to send a salaried or- 
ganizer to said city to spend a consider- 
able time among the packing house em- 
Pployes and other unions, as the local 
Central body shall direct. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 56—By Delegate James 
H. Hatch, of the Upholsterers Inter- 
national Union of North America: 

WHEREAS, The _ Building Trades 
Councils in the cities of Oakland, Cal., 
San Jose, Cal., Sacramento, Cal., and 
San Francisco, Cal., have affiliated with 
them unions of carpet mechanics; and 

WHEREAS, The Upholsterers’ Inter-~ 
national Union of North America has 
complete and entire jurisdiction of car- 
pet layers, cutters and measurers; and 

WHEREAS, The Carpet Mechanics’ 
Unions affiliated with the above men- 
tioned bodies have seceded from the Up- 
holsterers’ International Union of North 
America; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of La- 
bor request all National Unions affiliated 
to notify their Local Unions seated in the 
above mentioned Building Trades Coun- 
cils to use their good offices in order 
to induce the Carpet Mechanics to affili- 
ate with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America; therefore, be 
it further 

RESOLVED, That in the event of the 
Carpet Mechanics failing to apply for a 
charter of affiliation from the Uphols- 
terers’ International Union within sixty 
days from the date of adjournment of 
this Convention the Executive Council 
of the American Federation of -Labor 
shall request all Local Unions seated in 
the above mentioned bodies to unseat 
Carpet Mechanics’ locals not affiliated 
with the Upholsterers’ International 
Union of North America. 


Your committee recommend that the 
resolution be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and that organization 
be requested to instruct its affiliated 
bodies to comply with Section 1 of Arti- 
cle XI of the American Federation of La- 
bor Constitution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 66 when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 66—By Delegates T. J. 
Sullivan, Jere L. Sullivan, John H. Wal- 
lace, Thos. S. Farrell and W. Q. Sulli- 
van, of the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
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ployes International Alliance and Bar- 
tenders International League of Amer- 
ica: 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that the women wage earners of this 
country are forced to labor under dis- 
tressing and inhuman conditions, working 
long hours for miserably small wages, 
hardly sufficient to keep body and soul 
together; and 

WHEREAS, The women employed in 
public service establishments, such as 
hotels, restaurants, cafes and similar in- 
stitutions are by reason of their unor- 
ganized conditions suffering under a 
species of bondage that should not pre- 
vail in a free country such as ours is 
alleged tc be; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that if the 
organized workers and such organiza- 
tions that seek to ameliorate the dis- 
tressing conditions under which the wo- 
men wage earners of our country are 
forced to labor will lend their assist- 
ance, that with such co-operation our In- 
ternational Union will be able in the 
very near future to produce excellent re- 
sults in establishing and organizing the 
women wage workers employed in the 
hotels, restaurants and similar public 
service establishments into good, active 
unions; and 

WHEREAS, We believe that the or- 
ganized workers of America are opposed 
to intolerable conditions and meager com- 
pensation for all the men and women of 
this land: Government statistics show 
that there are hundreds of thousands of 
unorganized female workers employed in 
the hotels, restaurants, etc., in these 
United States who by reason of the long 
hours they are compelled to toil and gen- 
erally unsanitary accommodations are 
seldom free from the necessity of medical 
care and attention; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-EFighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, That we pledge the 
moral assistanee of every affiliated or- 
ganization to the before mentioned fe- 
male workers and urge the unionists and 
their friends to endeavor to establish in 
their respective cities unions of these 
female workers. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 
Delegate Sullivan (J. L.) and Delegate 
McCarthy. 

The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 73, when amended 
to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 73—By Delegate Frank 
H. McCarthy, Massachusetts State 
Branch: 

WHEREAS, There are in the city of 
Quincy, Mass., upwards of three thou- 
sand men employed in the shipbuilding 
industry that are unorganized; there- 
fore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil be directed to consider the advisabil- 
ity of placing in the city of Quincy, 
Mass., an American Federation of Labor 
Organizer for at least six months of the 
year 1909 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


Resolution No. 75—By Delegate P. F. 
McCarthy, of the Quarry Workers In- 
ternational Union of North America: 


WHEREAS, It is a well known fact 
that there are at present among the 
great industrial army of toiling work- 
men thousands of unorganized Italians 
who need the protection of the American 
Federation of Labor and its affiliated Na- 
tional and International Unions, and be- 
lieving that the best results can only be 
accomplished by the employment of an 
organizer who can speak the language of 
these people; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President and 
Executive Council of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall consider the ap- 
pointment of a man who can speak, read 
and write the Italian language and best 
fitted to fill the office of organizer, that 
these people may be given the oppor- 
tunity to understand the benefit of or- 
ganization. 


The committee recommended that the 
resolution be referred to the Executive 
Council for their favorable consideration. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 98—By Delegate S. J. 
Thompson, of the Texas State Federa- 
tion of Labor, and William Morrison, of 
the Dallas, Texas, Trades Assembly: 

WHEREAS, The Southwestern Organ- 
izer of the American Federation of Labor 
has too large a territory to cover in the 
best interest of the. American Federation 
of Labor, said territory comprising the 
states and territories of Missouri, Arkan- 
sas, Oklahoma, New Mexico and the In- 
dian Territory; and 

WHEREAS, For the past several years 
Texas, which is a part of the Southwest- 
ern territory, has not received any bene- 
fit from the so-called Southwestern Or- 
ganizer; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of the 
American Federation of Labor be _ in- 
structed to investigate the matter and 
appoint an Organizer for the state of 
Texas, if he thinks it will be profitable 
to the American Federation of Labor and 
the general labor movement, the said Or- 
ganizer to work in conjunction with offi- 
cials and organizers of the Farmers’ 
Unions of the state of Texas. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended that it 
be referred to the Executive Council for 
favorable consideration. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 93 be referred to the Execu- 
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tive Council for favorable consideration, 
when amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 983—By Delegate H. H. 
Boettger, of the Iowa State Federation 
of Labor: 

WHEREAS, It is evident that in or- 
ganization and unison there is strength; 
and 

WHEREAS, In this Convention no 
point has been more forcibly emphasized 
than that we must organize the unor- 
ganized; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
be requested to send an organizer into 
the State of Iowa, whose sole purpose it 
shall be to organize and to act in con- 
junction with the officers of all Central 
Bodies and President of the Iowa State 
Federation of Labor to secure the affilia- 
tion of all unions with the Central 
Bodies and these in turn to affiliate with 
the State Federation of Labor. 

On motion.the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

LOS ANGELES. 

The Norfolk Convention directed that 
an effort be made to improve the labor 
conditions of Los Angeles and elsewhere, 
and authorized an assessment of one cent 
per member on each of the affiliated or- 
ganizations. This assessment was levied, 
which yielded $15,342.02. We have had 
two organizers nearly the entire year 
at Los Angeles, Messrs. Arthur A. Hay 
and William E. Terry. Headquarters 
were established and an assistant em- 
ployed. Reports from Los Angeles in- 
dicate considerable improvement. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the above: cap- 
tion, the committee recommended that 
efforts to improve the labor conditions of 
Los Angeles be continued. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Treasurer Lennon—I desire to take the 
floor for a minute, because at the last 
Convention we informed the delegates 
that a lockout of our members had taken 
place in that city, they being notified to 
return their books or lose their jobs. 
They did not return their books. Our 
organization has spent $40,000 in the past 
year, the city has been cleaned up, and 
we have solid union shops in the city. 
We are under obligations to the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor for sending 
Brother Terry to that city. He assisted 
us materially. 

Vice-President Duncan—The Granite 
Cutters in Los Angeles won their strike 
after our men had been out and paid 
strike benefits for fifty-two weeks. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried 
by unanimous vote. 


Delegate McCarthy—That completes the 
report of the Committee on Organization, 
which is signed, 

MAX MORRIS, Chairman; 
FRANK H. McCARTHY, Secretary; 
W. D. RYAN, 

F. T. HAWLEY, 

H. W. CHURCHILL, 

A. M. HUDDELL, 

Cc. O. YOUNG, 

WILLIAM H,. FRAZIER, 
ROADY KENEHAN, 

W. D. MAHON, 

A. B. GROUT, 

HOMER D. CALL, 

JOHN J. PFEIFFER. 

On motion of Delegate McCarthy the 
report of the committee as a whole, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Morrison read a communica- 
tion addressed to Delegate O. P. Smith 
from Robert G. McClure, Secretary of 
the Indianapolis Commercial Club, urging 
that the next Convention of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor be held in that 
eity. 

The Secretary stated that similar 
letters has been received from Mr. Mc- 
Clure by President Gompers, Delegate 
Duffy (Frank) and Delegate Lynch (J. M.) 

Delegate Ryan (W. D.) stated that a 
similar letter had been received by him, 
and that he had answered that while he 
would like to see the Convention go to 
Indianapolis he favored the next Conven- 
tion going to Toronto. 

A letter from the President of the 
Board of Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia, addressed to President 
Gompers, was read, urging the American 
Federation of Labor to hold its next 
Convention in Washington, D. C. 

Delegate Fairgrieve moved that the 
Convention remain in session until 7:30 
p. m. (Seconded, but not carried.) 

Delegate Murray moved that the rules 
be suspended and that the Convention re- 
main in session until 6:30. (Seconded, but 
not carried.) ‘ 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the rules be suspended and that the Con- 
vention reconvene at 8 a. m., Saturday. 
€Lost.) 

Delegate Fitzgerald moved that the 
rules be suspended and that a session be 
held on Saturday afternoon, the morning 
session to convene, at 9 o’clock and ad- 
journ at 12 o’clock. (Seconded and car- 
ried.) 

The Convention was adjourned under’ 
the rules to meet at 9 o’clock a. m., 
Saturday, November 21. 














The Convention was called to order at 
9 a. m., Saturday, November 2lst, Treas- 
urer Lennon in the chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, Bechtold, Wil- 
liams (J. J.), Hoag, Fuller, Potter, Tracy 
(W. J.), Goltra, Miller (Jesse), Olander, 
Clark, Byrnes, Carey (John), Hayes (Max 
S.), Powell, Davis (Austin), Welch, Hood, 
Robinson (Harry P.), Breitenstein, Moore, 
Woodman, Carroll, Kotera, Nutt, Snyder, 
Fizer, Whittaker, Frazier (G. L.), Mc- 
Donnell. 

Delegate Perham asked the unanimous 
consent of the Convention to the intro- 
duction of a resolution. No objection be- 
ing offered, Delegate Perham presented 
the following: 


At a meeting held at the Albany Hotel, 
Denver, Colorado, November 20, 1908, a 
Railroad Em ployes’ Department of the 
American Federation of Labor was or- 
ganized by the reppresentatives of ten 
affiliated organizations. 

H. B. Perham was elected Chairman 
and P. J. Flannery Secretary. The pur- 
pose of the department is to enhance the 
welfare of all railroad employes; to aid 
in more closely organizing all such em- 
ployes, and seek to affiliate the unaffili- 
ated with the American Federation of 
Labor. To further the interest of em- 
ployes by means of legislation, and to 
take such action as may be necessary 
to protect their interests. The first Con- 
vention of the department will be held 
immediately after the Convention closes. 

"he undersigned move that the forma- 
tion of said department receive the en- 
dorsement of this Convention. 


H, B. PERHAM, 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers, 
P. J. FLANNERY, 


International Freight Handlers Union, 
J. FRANKLIN 


The scien of Boilermakers, and 
Iron Shipbuilders of America. 
JAS. O’CONNELL, 

The International Association of Ma- 


chinists, 
P, F. RICHARDSON, 
The International Association of Car- 


workers, 
J. J. MOCKLER, 
The International Brotherhood of Black- 


smiths, 
WILBUR BRAGGINS, 
Brotherhood of Railway Clerks, 
F. G. HAWLEY, 
Switchmen’s Union of North America, 
A. B. LOWE, 
International Brotherhood of Mainte- 
nance of Way Employes, 
J. J. SULLIVAN, 
The International Association of Steam- 
fitters of America. 


ELEVENTH DAY-Saturday Morning Session 


Delegate Perham moved the adoption 
of the resolution. The motion was sec- 
onded by Delegate Ramsay, and carried 
by unanimous vote of the Convention. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Delegate Wheeler, for the Committee on 
Building Trades, presented the following 
report: 


Denver, Colo., November 21, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twentv-Eighth Annual Convention of 

the American Federation of Labor: 

Greeting—Your Committee on Building 
Trades, to which ‘was referred various 
matters contained in the reports of the 
President and Executive Council, also 
resolutions presented to the Convention, 
submit the following: 

Resolution No. 2—By Delegates William 
Fyfe and Herbert Crampton, Amalga- 
mated Society of Carpenters: 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades 
Council of Denver, Colo., has refused to 
seat the elected delegates of the Denver 
First Branch of The Amalgamated So- 
ciety of Carpenters and Joiners; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this Federation in- 
struct the officers of the Building Trades 
Department, American Federation of La- 
bor, to order the seating of said dele- 
gates as per Section 2 of Article XI, of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


The committee recommended that the 
matter be referred to the Building Trades 
Department for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

Delegate Fyfe and Delegate Crampton 
spoke in opposition to the report of the 
committee, and argued that the matter 
should be settled by the Convention. 

Delegate Duffy (Frank) and Delegate 
Huber spoke in favor of the report of 
the committee. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

The committee reported concurrence in 
the action of the Executive Council, as 
stated in the following portion of their 
report, and recommended that it be re- 
ferred to the Building Trades Department 
for adjustment and drawing the line of 
demarcation: 
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PLUMBERS—STEAM FITTERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
66 refers to the dispute between the 
United Association of Plumbers, Gas 
Fitters, Steam Fitters and Steam Fitters’ 
Helpers of the United States and Can- 
ada, and the International Association of 
Steam and Hot Water Fitters and Help- 
ers of America, and provides that three 
representatives from each organization 
meet with a representative of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor for the purpose 
of arranging an agreement defining the 
jurisdiction of the two organizations. 

This conference was held at headquar- 
ters at Washington between the repre- 
sentatives cf the above named organiza- 
tions and President Gompers. No agree- 
ment having been reached between the 
representatives of the organizations in 
question, the Executive Council having 
considered the matter, decided that the 
subject-matter be referred to the Denver 
Convention with the recommendation 
that it be referred to the Building Trades 
Department. of the American Federation 
of Labor for adjustment. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be adopted. 

To the report of the committee Dele- 
gate Costello offered the following amend- 
ment: 


“The committee recommend that the 
suggestion of the Executive Council, with 
the reference to the International Asso- 
ciation of Steam and Hot Water Fitters 
and Helpers, be adopted. We further 
recommend that the Building Trades De- 
partment assembled in Convention in 
Denver, Colo., November 23, 1908, outline 
the jurisdiction of the organization of 
the International Association of Steam 
and Hot Water Fitters and Helpers of 
America and the United Association of 
Plumbers, Gas Fitters, Steam Fitters and 
Steam Fitters’ Helpers of the United 
States and Canada. This shall be done 
immediately in order to promote har- 
mony among the members of the two 
organizations, and to protect the inter- 
ests of both trades in accordance with 
the laws of the American Federation of 
Labor.’’ (Seconded.) 


In the amendment, as offered by Dele- 
gate Costello, the titles of the organiza- 
tions were abbreviated. At the request 
of Delegate Tracy the titles were given 
in full. 


The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Alpine, Mangan, Tracy, Costello, 
Leonard and Sullivan (J. J.). 

The amendment offered by Delegate 


Costello was adopted, and the report of 
the committee, as amended, was adopted. 


Resolution No. 3—By Delegate Eugene 
Merz, of the Pittsburg Central Labor 
Council: 


WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers of Pittsburg, 
Local No. 218, is and has been the duly 
recognized local of Steam Fitters and 
Helpers in the city of Pittsburg; and 

WHEREAS, The International Asso- 
ciation of Steam, Hot Water and Power 
Pipe Fitters and Helpers are affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor 
through a charter which grants to them 
the jurisdiction over steam fitters and 
helpers; and 

WHEREAS, The United Association 
Plumbers Local No. 27, through its or- 
ganizers, is trying to disrupt the labor 
movement in the city of Pittsburg by 
endeavoring to create discord among the 
Steam Fitters and Helpers, and also 
trying to create a dual local to No. 218 
of the International Association; there- 
fore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Iron City Cen- 
tral Trades Council do hereby protest 
against such work being agitated in the 
city of Pittsburg by the representatives 
of United Association Plumbers’ Local 
No. 27, in disturbing the labor conditions 
that now exist, and hampering the best 
interests of the labor movement in gen- 
eral; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the actions of the 
United Association Plumbers in disturb- 
ing the conditions and forming dual lo- 
cals of Steam Fitters and Helpers be 
stopped by the American Federation of 
Labor, and that the Convention so order. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended that it 
be referred to the Building Trades De- 
partment. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the 
adoption of Resolution No. 91, when 
amended to read as follows: 

Resolution No. 91—By Delegate J. C 
Bahlhorn, of the Brotherhood of Paint 
ers, Decorators and Paperhangers of 
America: 

WHEREAS, The Modern Woodmen of 
America, many of the members of 
which organization are also members of 
trades unions, is now erecting, at Colo- 
rado Springs a home for its aged and 
indigent members, on which are em- 
ployed workmen who are neither Wood- 
men nor members of the unions of their 
respective crafts; and 

WHEREAS, The Building Trades De- 
partment of the American Federation of 
Labor of Colorado Springs has been un- 
able to induce the superintendent in 
charge to employ union labor; therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of 
this Convention be instructed to urge 
the Executive Officials of the Modern 
Woodmen of America to employ only 
members of trades unions in the erection 
and completion of the Home. 
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On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee recommended that the 


following portion of the report of the 
Executive Council be referred to the 


Building Trades Department for adjust- 
ment: 


HOD CARRIERS AND _ BUILDING 
LABORERS—BROTHERHOOD OF 
CEMENT WORKERS. 

Upon the subject-matter contained in 
Resolution No. 47, relative to the juris- 
diction dispute between the above named 
organizations, a conference was held be- 
tween their representatives at Washing- 

ton and no agreement was _ reached. 

The Executive Council has given this 
matter its attention, and we recom- 
mended that the matter be referred to 
this Convention, with the further recom- 
mendation that it be referred by you to 
the Building Trades Department of the 
American Federation of Labor for ad- 
justment. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed briefly by 


Delegate D’Allesandro, Delegate Stem- 
burgh and Delegate Murray. 
The motion to concur in the recom- 


mendation of the committee was carried. 

The committee recommended that the 
following portion of the report of the 
Executive Council be referred to the 
Building Trades Department for adjust- 
ment: 


WOOD, WIRE AND METAL LATH- 
ERS—BRIDGE AND STRUCTURAL 
IRON WORKERS. 


The subject-matter of Resolution No. 
110. which deals with the dispute be- 
tween the above named organizations, 
having been considered by the Executive 
Council, it was decided that this matter 
be referred to the Denver Convention, 
with the recommendation that the sub- 
ject-matter be referred to the Building 
Trades Department of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor for adjudication. The 
officers of both organizations were so 
notified, and Secretary-Treasurer Brandt 
of the International Union of Wood, 
Wire and Metal Lathers made the re- 
quest, “That you set forth in full the 
action of your Executive Board on this 
question which took place in March, 1907, 
and also set forth the action of the Nor- 
folk Convention on this question by quot- 
ing the action of the Building Trades 
Commitee in this dispute, which can be 
done by quoting the report of that com- 
mittee.’’ In the event of the Convention 
adopting the recommendation of the Ex- 


ecutive Council, all the papers in this 
matter will be referred to the Building 
Trades Department, thus complying 


with the request of Secretary-Treasurer 
Brandt. 
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recommendation of the 
was concurred in. 


On motion the 
committee 

In conclusion of our 
mittee note the progress made in the 
Building Trades since the Norfolk Con- 
vention, as shown at this time, in their 
Department. 

All the International Unions, eighteen 
in number, are now members of the 
Building Trades Department, except the 
Asbestos Workers and the Slate and Tile 
Roofers. Charters for seventy-seven 
councils have been granted. 

Notwithstanding the most adverse and 
depressing conditions existing during the 
period of its formation, the foregoing 
statement indicates that thé Department 
has made steady, practical progress. 

We the members of your Committee on 
Building Trades, are convinced that it is 
our duty to urge consistent co-operation 
on the part of all concerned in order 
to develop this Department of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor in such man- 
ner as to effect the purposes outlined 
in the resolution as reported and passed 
by the Norfolk Convention, under which 
this Department was created. 


report, your com- 


Respectfully submitted, 
WM. D. HUBER, Chairman; 
Cc. D. WHEELER, Secretary; 
J. J. SULLIVAN, 
FRANK FEENEY, 
CHARLES M. LEPS, 
J. C. BAHLHORN, 
T. E. KEOUGH, 
JAMES CRUICKSHANK, 
D. D’'ALLESANDRO, 
JO EVANS, 
THOS. B. CLARK, 
J. H. BARRY, 
MATT COMERFORD, 
EF. J. McNULTY, 
WALTER V. PRICE. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

President Gompers—The Chair would 
like to inquire if the Committee on Build- 
ing Trades has given consideration to 
the matter referred to it by this Con- 
vention in regard to the issuance of char- 
ters to State Branches? 

Delegate Huber, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee—As none of the committee were 
officers of that Department we can not 
tell you whether they refused to issue 
charters or not. We understand they 
have not. The committee had no tnfor- 
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mation on the subject, and therefore 
could not report on it. 

President Gompers—If the committee 
had reported that they had no informa- 
tion that would have been some report, 
but there is no reference made to the 
matter which was referred to it. 

Vice-President Duncan—In the absence 
of a report from the Building Trades 
Committee on this subject, I move as an 
amendment to the report of the commit- 
tee that the American Federation of La- 
bor adhere to the conditions on which 
the Norfolk Convention decided to organ- 
ize the Building Trades Department, and 
that the. American Federation of Labor 
expects it to comply with the action of 
the Norfolk Convention. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate McSorley, Vice-President Duncan 
and Delegate Duffy (Frank). 

The amendment offered by Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan was declared carried by a 
viva voce vote. A division was called for, 


and the amendment carried by a vote of 
' 


96 to 41. 

The concluding part of the report of 
the committee was adopted, and the re- 
port of the committee as a whole, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Vice-President Keefe—I arise at this 
time on a question of personal privilege. 
I desire to make a statement that per- 
haps will in part at least clear the atmo- 
sphere regarding my position at this 
time. 

President Gompers—In the judgment of 
the Chair the delegate is entitled to the 
floor on a question of personal privilege, 
and he may state it. 

Vice-President Keefe—Within the past 
twenty-four hours I announced my de- 
termination not to be a candidate for re- 
election as a member of the Executive 
Council of the Américan Federation of 
Labor, owing to the recommendation of 
the Committee on President’s Report, re- 
stricting members of the Council as to 
what they shall or shall not do in politi- 
eal contests. I have voted the Republi- 
ean ticket in National affairs for thirty- 
two years, and will continue to vote the 
Republican ticket in National affairs un- 
til my conscience advises otherwise. 

I have been connected officially with 
the labor movement continuously perhaps 
longer than any other man in _ this 
Convention. I have been in the employ 
of the organization I represent, either in 
full or in part, for nearly twenty-eight 


continuous years. During that period I 
had opposition to my election but once, 
or, in other words, I was elected with- 
out opposition twenty-seven times in 
twenty-seven years. There seems to be 
an impression, Mr. Chairman, that the 
Executive Council and myself are at vari- 
ance. In order that the de'egates who 
are trying to convey that idea may un- 
derstand more clearly that that infer- 
ence is made out of whole cloth I wish 
to make a statement. When I announced 
that I would not be a candidate for re- 
election to a position on the Executive 
Council, giving as my reason that I could 
not subscribe to the policy as recom- 
mended by the Committee on President’s 
Report, every member of the Council, or 
nearly every member, appealed to me to 
reconsider my position and advised that 
I stand for re-election. So there is no 
division, misunderstanding or feeling be- 
tween any member of the Executive 
Council and myself that either I or they 
have shown. 


Mr. President, a large number of dele- 
gates have advised me to be a candidate 
for re-election, saying if I would stand it 
would put the Convention on record as 
to what the future policy of the organ- 
ization should be. This I absolutely de- 
clined to do. My purpose in not being a 
candidate is one of principle, not because 
I feared defeat. Those who know me 
know quite well that if I only got half 
the vote of a Central Body I would stand 
for re-election if it were a matter of 
principle. 


Just one more word. The relations be- 
tween the President of the American 
Federation of Labor and the Executive 
Council and myself are as amicable to- 
day, I take it, as at any time during the 
past number of years. While we may 
not agree on some things we do agree 
wholly on our economic movement and 
will work jointly or collectively and in- 
dividually to advance that movement. If 
at any time I can be of any service or 
assistance to the President of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor, to the Execu- 
tive Council or any organization repre- 
sented in this Convention—well, my serv- 
ices can be asked for and they will be 
forthcoming. I want to say, Mr. Chair- 
man, that I have no feeling in this mat- 
ter at all; I bow to the will of the Con- 
vention in labor affairs. I want to re- 
iterate what I have already said, that if 
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I can be of any service I want to render 
that service. 

In conclusion I want to thank the 
President and the members of the Execu- 
tive Council for the many courtesies ex- 
tended to me in the past and to express 
my deep appreciation to this Convention 
for the consideration given me at this 
time in allowing me to speak on a ques- 
tion of personal privilege. 

President Gompers—The hour for the 
special order of business, which is the 
nomination and election of officers and 
the selection of a Convention city, having 
arrived, I will ask President Lynch, of 
the International Typographical Union, 
to preside. 

Delegate Lynch in the chair. 

Chairman Lynch — Nominations for 
President are in order. 

Delegate Frey, in placing in nomina- 
tion Samuel Gompers for President of 
the American Federation of Labor for 
the ensuing year, said in part: 

“This Convention is about to select a 
leader for the coming year, and select 
him because he has certain qualifica- 
tions. In this labor movement of ours we 
have selected our leaders, as a rule, for 
the same reasons that led primitive 
tribes to select one man to act as leader 
and adviser. They selected a man who 
had the ability to adjust differences 
within the tribe, maintain peace and 
unity and harmony in the tribal family. 
They also selected a man who, when 
the tribe was menaced, was able to in- 
spire the tribe to fight in defense of their 
own interests. And not only that, they 
selected a man who would lead the war- 
riors of the tribe and in the forefront 
of the battle inspire his followers with 
courage. We have with us in our move- 
ment a man of that type, a man who 
has always used his influence to adjust 
the differences that arise in our ranks 
and wipe out all those feelings that 
sometimes endanger the peace and har- 
mony of the movement. When our in- 
terests were menaced he was always the 
first to occupy a prominent place on the 
battlefield and inspire us by his courage 
and ability as a warrior, and we fell in 
behind him in order that the enemy 
might not take away from us_ those 
things which we as working men believe 
we are entitled to. He is not only known 
by ali of us and loved by all of us, but 
is known and respected throughout the 
world where organized labor is known. 





It is therefore an honor and pleasure to 
present to you the name of Samuel 
Gompers for vrresident for the ensuing 
year, 

On motion of Delegate McSorley nomi- 
nations were closed. 

On motion of Delegate Sullivan (T. J.), 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Samuel Gompers as the unani- 
mous choice of the Convention for Presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. 

Secretary Morrison complied with the 
instructions of the Convention, and 
Chairman Lynch declared Samuel 
Gompers duly elected as President for 
the ensuing year. ; 

Delegate Jeske, Wisconsin State Fed- 
eration of Labor—I would like to make a 
statement. I represent an organization 
that is opposed to the re-election of 
President Gompers. I wish to be 
recorded as voting in the negative. 

President Gompers was asked to ad- 
dress the Convention, and made a brief 
speech in which he thanked the Conven- 
tion for their expression of confidence tn 
him. 

In placing James Duncan, of the Gran- 
ite Cutters’ International Association, in 
nomination for the office of First Vice- 
President, Delegate Valentine said in 
part: 


“I recall the Convention of the Federa- 
tion held in this city fourteen years ago 
when I had the honor to place in nomi- 
nation for a member-of the Executive 
Council a representative of a Central 
Body. I felt if he should be placed upon 
the Council he would be a credit to the 
labor movement. The Convention enter- 
tained the idea and selected this repre- 
sentative of a Central Labor Body in 
the person of James Duncan. Now four- 
teen years later I am more than pleased 
to have the opportunity of again placing 
his name before the Convention for mem- 
bership on the Executive Council.” 

Nominations were closed, and on mo- 
tion of Delegate Wilson (James), the 
Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for James Duncan as the unani- 
mous choice of the Convention for First 
Vice-President for the ensuing year. 

The Secretary complied with the in- 
structions of the Convention, and the 
Chairman declared Vice-President Dun- 
can duly elected for the ensuing term. 


Vice-President Duncan was called upon 
to speak, and in a brief address thanked 
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the Convention for the honor of his re- 
election. 
President Gompers in the chair. 


Vice-President Duncan, in placing in 
nomination for Second Vice-President 
John Mitchell, of the United Mine Work- 
ers of America, said in part: 

“T rise again to say to John Mitchell’s 
face what I said in this Convention when 
he was not present in Norfolk. He was 
not then with us because he was lying 
in a hospital at the point of death, but, 
thank God from whom all blessings flow, 
he is with us again in robust health. We 
all know John and we all love him, so I 
will simply say that it affords me great 
pleasure as a colleague and as one who 
nominated him in his absence to do so 
again in his presence.”’ 

Delegate Grout—I believe that John 
Mitchell is as well qualified to serve on 
the Executive Council as any man who 
has been selected or will be selected at 
this Convention; but in the minds of a 
great many people—in my mind, par- 
ticularly—the position which he now holds 
in an organization supported by the em- 
ployers makes him ineligible to a _ posi- 
tion on the Executive Council. I doubt 
that he is eligible to this position be- 
cause of his connection with the Na- 
tional Civic Federation, an employers’ 
organization and supported wholly by 
them. Naturally he will be expected to 
carry out their wishes. I will ask the 
chair if he is eligible to membership on 
the Executive Council? 

President Gompers—Any member in 
good standing in any affiliated organiza- 
tion in good standing in the American 
Federation of Labor is eligible to any 
office within its gift. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I move that 
the Secretary be instructed to cast one 
ballot for John Mitchell as the unani- 
mous choice of this Convention as Sec- 
ond Vice-President for the ensuing year. 

The motion was seconded and carried, 
and Secretary Morrison complied with 
the instructions of the Convention. 

President Gompers—I declare John 
Mitchell duly elected Second Vice-Presi- 
dent of the American Federation of La- 
bor for the ensuing term. 

Vice-President Mitchell—Mr. Chairman 
and Fellow Delegates: In addition to 
expressing my appreciation of this con- 
tinued evidence of your confidence, I 


take this occasion to thank you for the 
very kindly message you sent me from 
your Norfolk Convention a year ago. 
Among the hundreds of letters received 
expressing hope and sympathy, none 
was so much appreciated as the message 
from your Convention. 

During the ten years it has been my 
privilege to serve as Vice-President of 
the American Federation of Labor, and 
during all the Conventions I have at- 
tended, I have not unnecessarily taken 
your time, and I therefore ask your in- 
dulgence if on this occasion I consume 
some little time upon a matter that is 
somewhat personal to me. 


I am very glad that Delegate Grout 
expressed the opinion he held, because I 
learn that that opinion has been ex- 
pressed outside of the Convention by a 
number of my fellow delegates. I want 
to explain that J feel rather keenly that 
the objection comes from one whose 
evidence may help to send me té@ prison. 
It was in defense of his organization I 
am now before the United States Court 
on the charge of contempt of the injunc- 
tion issued by that court. If my employ- 
ment by the National Civic Federation 
is in any degree inimicable to the inter- 
ests of organized labor, why are those 
employers of unfair labor prosecuting 
me and attempting to send me to prison? 
If I had not been loyal to labor in every 
act of my life, do you suppose they 
would seek to send me to jail? 

My connection with the National Civic 
Federation has not been changed; I 
hold the same position with that organi- 
zation now I have held for the past five 
years, Chairman of their Trade Agree- 
ment Department. The _ difference is 
that now I am devoting all my time to 
the promotion of trade agreements, one 
of the cardinal principles of the great 
trade union movement. When the time 
comes when any man shall seek to con- 
trol directly or indirectly what I shall 
do or what I shall say in the interest 
of labor I will quit that job. 


When, as a consequence of ill health, 
I was compelled to relinquish my posi- 
tion as president of the United Mine 
Workers of America, among the many 
positions offered me I selected—not the 
one that paid the most salary, not the 
one that would have given me the most 
ease and leisure, but the one that would 
enable me to be of greatest use to 
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organized labor which my health would 
allow me to fill. 

My friends, I have never sought a 
position in the labor movement, I have 
never directly or indirectly asked any 
man for his support, and I never shall. 
If the organized workers believe I can 
render service to them and they call 
upon me I shall serve. When the time 
comes that even a respectable minority 
of my fellow workers believe I am no 
longer able to render them good service, 
then I shall willingly retire. 

I trust you will understand the cir- 
cumstances that make this explanation 
necessary. It is true the Civic Federa- 
tion is supported by voluntary contri- 
butions. It may be true that employers 
contribute a large amount of that 
money, but I do not know that any em- 
ployer opposed to the trade union move- 
ment is’ contributing to my support. Be- 
fore accepting a place with the Na- 
tienal Givic Federation to work actively 
with them I consulted every labor man 
on its Executive Board. I had letters 
from them, not only advising, but urg- 
ing me to do so. When I decided to 
work for them I tendered my resigna- 
tion to President Gompers so that if 
there was even the remotest reason 
why I should not continue on the Coun- 
cil he might have my resignation. Presi- 
dent Gompers said to me, “You owe 
something to the labor movement; it has 
a right to demand something from you,” 
and he refused to accept my resignation. 

So far as I am able, no matter whether 
I am with the Civic Federation or dig- 
ging coal, I shall do my best to serve 
the hopes and aspirations and the pur- 
poses of the trade union movement. 
When I can not do that I will come here 
and tell you about it. 

I thank you, my friends, and promise 
to do the best I can to carry out the 
principles of the American Federation 
of Labor. 

Delegate Walker (J. H.)—Mr. Chairman 
and Delegates: A delegate who spoke 
after Vice-President Mitchell had been 
placed in nomination made the same ob- 
jection that has been made by a great 
many people who do not know the facts 
in the case. I have no doubt they are 
honest in their views, and for that rea- 
son I will make a brief reference to the 
matter. 
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Since I was a very small boy [ have 
been a personal friend and close asso- 
ciate of John Mitchell in his every-day 
life. All of his life, so far as I know it, 
has been one earnest effort to make 
things better for those of us who were 
placed in a position similar to his own 
from childhood up. As a result of his 
work in that cause he was compelled to 
give up a position which I know he 
holds higher than any other position 
that could be afforded him in this life. 

When he was compelled to leave the 
movement because of the result of that 
work on his health, when he was ill and 
with no assurance of recovery, men— 
possibly they were honest in_ their 
opinion—made attacks on him = similar 
to this, only in more bitter language. 
Yes, they branded him as a traitor to 
the labor movement! There is’ one 
thing those who know me will never 
say, and that is that I am a quitter; but 
through my knowledge of what John 
Mitchell was and‘ through resentment 
for what they said and did, I took ac- 
tion that made it necessary for me to 
leave a movement which, next to the 
trade union movement, I love better than 
any other on earth. I don’t care what 
position in life he may hold, I know that 
the very best he is capable of will be 
given in the interest of the men and 
women and children who live as a re- 
sult of their labor. 

In placing James O’Connell, of the In- 
ternational Association of Machinists, in 
nomination for Third Vice-President, 
Delegate Owen Miller said in part: 
“When I attended the Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor in 1895 
I noted there a young man representing 
a great organization. I was favorably 
impressed with his conduct in that Con- 
vention, and in every Convention since 
that time I have been more and more 
impressed by his worth. I have ob- 
served his work for the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and for the Interna- 
tional organization he represents, and I 
can say that every step he has taken 
since the time I became acquainted with 
him has been a step of progress, always 
for and in the interests of the working 
people. Tt is therefore with unbounded 
pleasure that I place before you James 
O’Connell for Third Vice-President. 

On motion of Delegate Tobin (D. J.), 
seconded by Delegate Dale, the Secre- 
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tary was instructed to cast one ballot 
for James O’Connell as the unanimous 
choice of the Convention for Third Vice- 
President. 

The Secretary complied with the _ in- 
structions of the Convention, and _ the 
chair declared Vice-President O’Connell 
duly elected for the ensuing term. 

Vice-President O’Connell spoke briefly 
in response to a request for an address, 
and thanked the Convention for the 
honor they had shown him. 

In placing in nomination for Fourth 
Vice-President Max Morris, of the Re- 
tail Clerks International Protective As- 
sociation, Delegate Ryan (W. D.), said 
in part: ‘In my opinion, for the efforts 
he has put forth to take care of the 
delegates since their arrival in Denver 
he is as much entitled, if not more so, 
to a unanimous election as any of those 
who: have-preceded him.” 

On motion of Delegate Daley (P. D.), 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Max Morris as the unanimous 
choice of the Convention for Fourth 
Vice-President of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor. The Secretary complied 
with the instruction of the Convention, 
and the chairman declared Vice-Presi- 
dent Morris duly elected for the ensuing 
term. 

Vice-President Morris made a brief ad- 
dress in which he thanked the Conven- 
tion for the confidence expressed in him. 


Vice-President O’Connell—I desire to 
place before this Convention a candidate 
who has devoted the greater part of his 
life, energy, and whatever ability he has 
possessed to build up, against great diffi- 
culties and obstacles, a strong and 
powerful organization affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor. His 
trades unionism has never been ques- 
tioned. He is dignified in every way, a 
dignified gentleman, when met on _ the 
field or in the halls of labor one who re- 
flects credit in every manner on the 
movement, I present the name of Denis 
A. Hayes for Fifth Vice-President. 

On motion of Delegate Hart the Secre- 
tary was instructed to cast one ballot 
for Vice-President Hayes as the unani- 
mous choice of the Convention. The 
Secretary complied with the instructions 
of the Convention, and the chairman de- 
clared Vice-President Hayes duly elected 
for the ensuing term. 
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In response to a request 
Vice-President Hayes made 
dress. 


for a speech 
a brief ad- 


In placing in nomination for Sixth 
Vice-President William D. Huber, of the 
Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners, 
Delegate Klapetzky said in part: 

“According to the usual custom of the 
American Federation of Labor when a 
vacancy occurs on the Executive Coun- 
cil those down the scale are entitled to 
step up in order to give them an oppor- 
tunity to reach the top. For that reason 
I have very great pleasure in placing in 
nomination for Sixth Vice-President Wil- 
liam D. Huber, referred to in a loving 


and in a peculiar way at times as ‘Old 
Bill’ Huber.”’ 

On motion of Delegate Wheeler the 
Secretary was instructed to cast one 


ballot for Vice-President Huber as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
Sixth Vice-President. The Secretary 
complied with the instruction of the Con- 
vention, and the chairman. declared 
Vice-President Huber duly elected for 
the ensuing term. 

Vice-President Huber made a short ad- 
dress to the Convention. 


Delegate Furuseth, in placing in nomi- 
nation for Seventh Vice-President Joseph 
Valentine, of the Iron Molders’ organi- 
zation, said in part: 

“Twenty-five years ago I learned to 
know the man I am about to nominate, 
and I have watched his progress in the 
labor movement ever since with great 
pleasure. I saw him in desperate strug- 
gles when he was a local officer, and I 
have since seen him as an organizer of 
his craft and as a representative of his 
International Union. I take great pleas- 


ure in nominating for Seventh Vice- 
President Joseph Valentine, of San 
Francisco.”’ 

Delegate Rist—I want to nominate 
Joseph Valentine, of Cincinnati, for 


Seventh Vice-President. 
On motion of Delegate McKee (Anna), 
the Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Vice-President Valentine as 
the unanimous choice of the Convention 
for Seventh Vice-President. 
with the 

and the 


The Secre- 
tary instructions of 
the 


clared 


complied 
chairman de- 
duly 


Convention, 
Vice-President Valentine 


elected for the ensuing term. 
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Vice-President Valentine made a brief 
address in response to a request for a 
speech. 

Delegate Lewis (T. L.)—I desire at this 
time to place in nomination for Eighth 
Vice-President a man whom every one 
in the labor movement knows, a man 
who at all times and under all circum- 
stances has responded to the cry of dis- 
tress from every industrial center of the 
country when we were in a contest with 
the employers. He represents the trans- 
portation interests of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, and his ability to serve 
the labor movement with signal credit 
on the Executive Council cannot be 
questioned. The name of the man I de- 
sire to place in nomination is William 
D. Mahon, of the Amalgamated Associa- 
tion of Street and Electric Railway Em- 
ployes of America. 

Delegate Walker (J. H.)—I desire to 
place in nomination at this time a man 
whom I think is as well known in the 
labor movement as almost any other in 
it. He has served his own organization 
in an official capacity for the past six- 
teen years, and is recognized as one of 
the ablest and most conscientious work- 
ers in the movement. I am sure that if 
elected he will add strength to our Exe- 
cutive Council and prove an able and 
efficient member of that body. I there- 
fore desire to place in nomination John 
R. Alpine, of the Plumbers’ organiza- 
tion. 

Vice-President O’Connell—As the time 
for adjournment is here I move you that 
we remain in session until the roll call 
is completed. 

Treasurer Lennon moved as an amend- 
ment that the Convention remain in ses- 
sion until the order of business then in 
progress was completed. (Seconded and 
carried.) 

A roll call for Eighth Vice-President 
resulted as follows: 


FOR MAHON —Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Shanessy, Smith (G. K.), Tighe, Kline, 
Mockler, Kuykendall, Glockling, McKen- 
zie, Sanders, Fyfe, Crampton, Richard- 
son, Clerks’ delegation (200 votes), Cable, 
McManus, Electrical Workers’ delegation 
(161 votes), Comerford, McKee (Robt, A.), 
Winn, Huddell, Conroy, Shamp, Morton, 
Costello, Sullivan (J. J.), Flannery, Wil- 
liams, (J. J.), Hoag, Granite utters’ 
delegation (43 votes), Kenehan, Morris- 
sey, Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (Jere L.), 


Sullivan (W. @Q.), Farrell, Wallace, 
Richards (J. H.), Davis (D. J.), Ehret, 
Parmer, Pfeiffer, Hart (E. O’Con- 


), 
nor, Call, Grout, Dardis, Lewis, Wilson 
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(W. B.), Savage, Molders’ delegation 
(300 votes), Miller (Owen), Carey (D. A.), 
Woodill, Winkler, Bahlhorn, Skemp, 
Hisenring, Cullen, Wilson (Jas.), Quinn, 
Sheret, Gallagher, Foster, Berry, 
Morgan, Ritchey, Torpey, McCarthy 
(P. F.), Miller (Jesse), Telegraphers’ 
delegation (75 votes), Mahon, _ Sinclair, 
Fitzgerald, Frazier, Olander, Furuseth, 
Stack, Kirk, Hart (Lee M.), Barry, 
Hawley, Heberling, Robinson, Tobin (D. 
J.), Daley, McCormack, Golden, Ross, Mc- 
Andrew, Evans (E. Lewis), Typographi- 


cal Union delegation (330 votes), Mul- 
cahy, Braunschweig, Gray, Dale, Jones, 
Ellis, Thompson (8S. J.), Allen, Rollins, 


Maloney, Johnston (J. C.), Mangan, Rist, 


Morrison (Wm.), Breidenbach, Strait, 
Wurster, Flood, Smith (O. P.), Hay, 
Peetz, Kuhn, MacStay, Chrisman, Mc- 


Kee (Anna), McLennan, Murray, Hamlet, 
Smith (C. T.), Voll, Riddell, Wall, Dunne, 
representing 6,679 votes. 


FOR ALPIWN E—Kerker, Franklin, 
Dunn (G. F.), Baine, Walls, O’Boy, 
Kane (J. F.), Howes, Kemper, Kugler, 
Koralek, Sullivan (John), Ward, Ryan 
(F. M.), Butler, Barry, Duffy (Frank), 
Huber, Sexton, O’Brien, Flynn, Botterill, 
O’ Reilly, Detlef, Goellnitz, Keough, 
Gompers, Tracy (T. F.), Barnes, French, 
Smith (J. T.), Clerks’ delegation (300 
votes), Electrical Workers’ delegation 
(169 vates), Feeney, Kellington, Kahn, 
Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman, 
Landers, Hayes (D. A.), Muhleman, 
Granite Cutters’ delegation (87 votes), 
Nestor, Moffitt, Lawlor, Maher, Stem- 
burgh, D’Alessandro, McArdle, McSorley, 
Taggart, Manning (J. J.), Keefe, Fuller, 
Bowler, O’Connell, Sarber, Churchill, 
VanLear, Stark, Price, Potter, O’Sulli- 
van, Frayne, Wheeler. Ryan (W. D.), 
White, Mitchell, Walker, Molders’ 
delegation (200 votes), Tazelaar, Alpine, 
Tracy (W. J.), Clark, Shirk, Duffy 
(T.. dads Railroad Telegraphers’ 
delegation (75 votes), Doull, Brown, 
Clark (W. W.), Evans (Jo), McHugh, 
Byrnes, Lennon, Biggs, Brais, Leps, 
Typographical Union delegation (110 
votés), Hatch, Pulver, Loos, Boettger, 
Rocker, Williams (F. x McCarthy 
(F. H.), Howley, Sharpe, Fairgrieve, 
Keough, Young, Copeland, Jeske, Roach, 
Dowling, Dunn (J. J.), Gifford, Johnston 
(J. T.), Campbell, Tobin (Wm.), Smith 
(H. O.), White, Handley, Humphrey. 
Zusi, Kane, Whalen, Terry, Fechnor, 
Gibbons, Leonard, Holmes, McDonald, 
Gass, Richter, representing 8,335 votes. 


NOT VOTING—Bechtold, Arnold, Gol- 

tra, Carey (John), Powell, Ford, Rich- 
ards (W. G.), Lynch (Patrick), Davis 
(Austin), Welch, Hood, Robinson (H. P.), 
Breitenstein, Moore, Woodman, _ Peter- 
son, Kelsey, Merz, Anderson, Behrens, 
Carroll, Kotera, Nutt, Snyder, Hall, 
Fizer, Whittaker, Bohm, Creamer, 
Frazier (G. L.), Curtis, McDonnell, 
Skinner, Wadsworth, Draper, represent- 
ing 189 votes. 


President Gompers—And the chair de- 


clares John R. Alpine duly elected 
Eighth Vice-President for the ensuing 
term. 
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Delegate Alpine—Since brevity is said 
to be the soul of wit, I will endeavor to 
exemplify the truth of that adage, and 
will not occupy many minutes of your 
time. I desire to thank you all for the 
honor you have conferred upon me, and 
to assure you that in the days to come 
I will endeavor to prove that your con- 
fidence has not been misplaced. I thank 
you heartily for the appreciation shown, 
and will give to you the best there is 
in me. I can say no more and am un- 
willing to do less. 


Delegate Mahon—I desire to take this 
opportunity, Mr. Chairman, to thank 
those who have supported me in this 
contest. I went into it at the request of 
a number of my friends. It is not the 
first time in my life I have been de- 
feated. I ‘can assure you that when I 
go out of this Convention I shall go out, 
as I’ always have, to fight for the prin- 
ciples of the American Federation of 
Labor. I have had many battles on the 
floor of this Convention; I have _ dis- 
agreed with the policies of this organi- 
zation on many occasions; but I fought 
out my battles here on this floor and 
have bowed to the will of the majority 
on all occasions, and always went out 
to work for the best interests of the 
trade unions. In the future that shall 
be my policy. To the most of the dele- 
gates I suppose it is unnecessary for 
me to make this declaration. I have 
been straightforward in whatever I have 
had to say, and have not quibbled, 
whether it made me friends or foes. I 
shall continue the same policy I have in 
the past; I shall continue the same bat- 
tle for what I believe is right, and for 
what I believe are the principles of the 
American trade union movement as I see 
them and as T conceive them to be. 


I want to say to those who have sup- 
ported me that I thank them, and to 
those who have opposed me that there is 
no feeling on my part. You need not 
come to me and explain why you did 
not vote for me; I shall feel towards 
you in the future as I have in the past, 
and I shall do my duty in the future as 
[ have in the past. There are a number 
of grave questions confronting us now; 
they are calling for a united labor 
movement, and I shall stand for the 
policies of this organization in the fu- 
ture as I have in the past. I thank 
you. 
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Delegate Robinson (Hugh)—I rise to 
place in nomination for Treasurer a man 
who for the past twenty-one years has 
been a commanding figure in the Con- 
ventions of the American Federation of 
Labor; one who is considered to be, not 
only a leader in the movement, but also 
one of its foremost statesmen. I heartily ~ 
commend him to the consideration of 
the Convention for re-election. Permit 
me to place in nomination the name of 
John Brown Lennon. 

On motion of Delegate Altman nomi- 
nations were closed. 

On motion of Delegate Kugler the 
Secretary was instructed to cast one 
ballot for Treasurer Lennon as_ the 
unanimous choice of the Convention. 
The Secretary complied with the _ in- 
structions of the Convention, and John 
B. Lennon was declared by the Chair- 
man duly elected Treasurer for the en- 
suing term. 

Treasurer Lennon made a brief address 
to the Convention, and thanked the dele- 
gates for their appreciation of his serv- 
ices in the cause of organized labor. 

Delegate Lynch (J. M.)—Mr. President: 
Secretaries are a necessary evil. Natur- 
ally the Presidents are all against them. 
It reminds me somewhat of the saying 
that it is no crime to be poor, but it 1s 
mighty inconvenient. However, if we 
are to have Secretaries we want to have 
good ones. Duty well performed de- 
serves its reward, and that in the case 
of the man I am about to name it has 
been well performed is attested by the 
financial condition of the organization 
and its magnificent growth since he has 
served as its Secretary. I therefore 
take pleasure in nominating for re- 
election Secretary Frank Morrison. 

Delegate Mahon—I move that the 
President be authorized to cast’ the 
unanimous vote of this Convention for 
Frank Morrison for Secretary of this 
organization for the ensuing year. (Sec- 
onded and carried by unanimous vote.) 

President Gompers complied with the 
instructions of the Convention and de- 
clared Secretary Morrison duly elected 
to serve for the ensuing term. 

Secretary Morrison made a brief ad- 
dress in which he thanked the delegates 
for the confidence expressed in him by 
the unanimous vote. 

Delegate John P. Frey, of the Iron 
Molders’ International organization, was 











placed in nomination by Delegate Wilson 
(James) for first fraternal delegate to the 
British Trades Union Congress, 

There being no further nominations a 
motion was made and carried that Sec- 
retary Morrison cast one ballot for Dele- 
gate Frey as the unanimous choice of 
the Convention. The Secretary complied 
with the instructions of the Convention, 
and the Chairman declared Delegate Frey 
duly elected as first fraternal delegate 
to the British Trades Union Congress. 

Delegate Larger, of the United Gar- 
ment Workers of America, was placed in 
nomination by Treasurer Lennon for 
second fraternal delegate to the British 
Trades Union Congress. 

Delegate McKee, of the International 
Union of Steam Engineers, was placed in 
nomination by Delegate Comerford. 

A roll call vote for second fraternal 
delegate to the British Trade Union Con- 
gress resulted as follows: 


FOR LARGER—Klapetzky, Noschang, 
Shanessy, Smith (G. K.), Tighe, Kline, 
Mockler, Kuykendall, Glockling, Baine, 
Walls, O’Boy, Kane, Howes, McKenzie, 
Duffy (Frank), Huber, Sexton, O’Brien, 
Flynn,  Botterill, O’Reilly, Crampton, 
Detlef, Richardson, Goellnitz, Keough, 
Cigarmakers’ delegation (327 votes), 
Clerks’ delegation (250 votes), Cable, 
McNulty, Feeney, Conroy, Shamp, Mor- 
ton, Freight Handlers and Warehouse- 
men delegation (39 votes), Kahn (2 votes), 
Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman, 
Landers, Hayes (D. A.), Muhleman, 
Nestor, Moffitt, Lawlor, Maher, Hotel 
and Restaurant Employes’ delegation 
(154 votes), Richards, McSorley, Taggart, 
Manning (J. J.), Parmer, Longshore- 
men’s delegation (237 votes), Machin- 
ists’ delegation (373 votes), Price, Dardis, 
Sheet Metal Workers’ delegation (54 
votes), Mine Workers’ delegation (360 
votes), Valentine, Frey, Curran, Duffy 
(P. F.), Murtaugh, Miller (Owen), Carey, 
Woodill, Winkler, Skemp, Sheret, Gal- 
lagher, Foster, Alpine, Tracy (W. J.), 
Clark (Thomas), Shirk, Printing Press- 
men’s delegation (129 votes), Railroad 
Telegraphers’ delegation (75 votes), 
Doull, Clark (W. W.), Hart (L. M.), 
Barry, Hawley, Heberling, Lennon, Rob- 
inson, Biggs, Brais, Tobin (D. J.), Daley, 
McCormack, Golden, McAndrew, Evans 
(E. Lewis), Typographical Union delega- 
tion, Dale. Jones, Boettger, Rocker, Wil- 
liams, Ellis. Sharpe, Fairgrieve, Young, 
Thompson (S. J.), Copeland, Roach, Rol- 
lins, Gifford, Johnston (J. C.) Mangan, 
Rist, Breidenbach, Strait, Smith (H. 0O.), 
White, Flood, Smith (O. P.), Hay, Peetz, 
Kuhn, Humphrey, MacStay, McKee 


(Anna), Whalen, Terry, Gibbons, Leonard, 
Hamlet, Smith (C. T.), Voll, Dunne, Rich- 
ter, representing 8,437 votes, 

FOR McKEE—Kerker, Franklin, Dunn 
(G. F.), Kemper, Kugler, Koralek, Sulli- 
van (John), Ward, Ryan (F. M.), Butler, 
Barry, Sanders, Fyfe, Cigarmakers’ dele- 
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gation (s2 votes), Clerks’ delegation 
(250 votes), McManus, Fay, Comerford; 
Mckee (Robt.), Winn, Huddell, Costello, 
Sullivan (J. J.), Freight Handlers and 
Warehousemen delegation (39 votes), 
Kahn (2 votes), Hoag, Duncan, Cruick- 
shank, Coombe, Stemburgh, D’ Alessandro, 
Kenehan, Morrissey, Hotel and Restau- 
rant Employes’ delegation (232 votes), 
McArdle, Davis, Ehret, Pfeiffer, Long- 
shoremen delegation (78 votes), Machin- 
ists’ delegation (248 votes), Grout, Sheet 
Metal Workers’ delegation (107 votes), 
Mine Workers’ delegation (2,165 votes), 
Bahlhorn, Tazelaar, Arnold, LEisenring, 
Cullen, Wilson (James), Quinn, Duffy 
(T. J.), Martin, Printing Pressmen dele- 
gation (43 votes), McCarthy (P. F.), 
Miller (Jesse), Railroad Telegraphers’ 
delegation (75 votes), Mahon, Sinclair, 
Fitzgerald, Frazier, Olander, Furuseth, 
Stack, Brown, Kirk, Ross, Leps, Mul- 
cahy, Braunschweig, Pulver, Loos, Mc- 
Carthy (F. H.), Jeske, Dowling, Johnston 
(J. T.), Wurster, Handley, Zusi, Chris- 
man, Fechnor, Holmes, Murray, Mc- 
Donald, Wall, representing 6,478 votes. 


NOT VOTING—Kellington, Bechtold, 
Hart (E. F.), Potter, Call,  Goltra, 
Evans (Jo), McHugh, Byrnes, Carey 
(John), Powell, Hatch, Gray, Howley, 
Ford, Keough, Richards (W. G.), Lynch 
(Patrick), Davis, Allen, Welch, Maloney, 
Dunn (J. J.), Hood, Campbell, Robinson, 
Morrison (Wm.), Tobin, (Wm.), Breiten- 
stein, Moore, Woodman, Peterson, Kel- 
sey, Kane (Thomas), Merz, Anderson, 
McLennan, Behrens, Carroll, Kotera, 
Nutt, Riddell, Gass, Snyder, Hall, Fizer, 
Whittaker, Bohm, Creamer, Frazier 
(G L.), Curtis, McDonnell, Skinner, 
oe Draper, representing 288 
votes. 


On motiton of Delegate McKee the 
election of Delegate Larger was made 
unanimous. 

Delegate Jerome Jones, of the Georgia 
Federation of Labor,. was placed in nomi- 
nation for delegate to the Canadian 
Trades and Labor Assembly by Delegate 
McCullough. 

Vice-President Mitchell—On behalf of 
the United Mine Workers’ delegation I 
second the nomination. 

There being no further nominations, on 
motion the Secretary was instructed to 
cast one ballot for Delegate Jones as the 
unanimous choice of the Convention for 
delegate to the Canadian Trades and La- 
bor Congress. The Secretary complied 
with the instructions of the Convention, 
and Delegate Jones was declared duly 
elected. 

Each of the delegates-elect made a 
short address in which he thanked the 
Convention for the honor conferred upon 
him, and assured the delegates that he 
would do his best to represent them 
properly. 








- 
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The Chairman announced that nomina- 
tions were in order for the city in which 
to hold the next Convention of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

Treasurer Lennon placed in nomination 
the city of Toronto, Canada. The nomi- 
nation was seconded by Delegate Robin- 
son, 

St. Louis, Mo., was nominated by Dele- 
gate Murray, Delegate Sharpe and Dele- 
gate Strait. 


Rochester, N. Y., was nominated by 
Delegate Whalen. 

Milwaukee, Wis., was nominated by 
Delegate Handley. 

Kalamazoo, Mich., was nominated by 


Delegate Ellis, but later the nomination 
was withdrawn. 

Delegate Smith nominated the city of 
Washington, a & 

A roll cail was ordered, and on motion 
it was decided that the city receiving the 
highest number of votes would be de- 
clared the one selected in which to hold 
the next Convention. 


The roll call resulted as follows: 


FOR TORONTO—Tighe, Kline, Frank- 
lin, Dunn (G. F.), Glockling, Boot and 
Shoe Workers’ delegation (256 votes), 
Kemper, Kugler, Koralek, Sullivan (John), 
Ward, Bridge and Structural Iron Work- 
ers’ delegation (67 votes), Brotherhood of 
Carpenters’ delegation (1,539 votes), 
Sanders, Fyfe, Crampton, Richardson, 
Cigarmakers’ delegation (246 - votes), 
Morris, Conway, Loebenberg, Mannin 
(D. F.), Robinson (Herman), Coopers 
delegation (25 votes), Feeney, Kahn, 
Rickert, Schwarz, Larger, Altman, 
Landers, Hayes (D. A.), Hoag, Muhle- 
man, Duncan, Cruickshank, Coombe, 
Nestor, Hod Carriers and Building La- 
borers’ delegation (56 votes), Kenehan, 
Morrisey, Iron and Steel Workers’ dele- 
gation (331-3 votes), Ehret, Parmer, 
Hart (EF. F.), Keefe, Fuller, Bowler, 
o’Connor, O'Sullivan (M.), Frayne, 
Wheeler, Lewis, Ryan (W. D.), White, 
Mitchell, Wilson (W. B.), Savage, 
Walker, Musicians’ delegation (279 votes), 
Painters’ and Decorators’ delegation 
(540 votes), Gallagher, McCarthy (P. F.), 
Miller (Jesse), Perham, Rubin, Ramsay, 
Mahon, Sinclair, Fitzgerald, Furuseth, 
Tailors’ delegation (81 votes), Golden, 
Ross, Evans (E. Lewis), Typographical 
Union deleration, Mulcahy, Braunschweig, 
Pulver, Jones, Boettger, Williams (F. H.), 
McCarthy (F. H.). Ellis. Dowling. Gifford, 
Johnston (J, C.), Rist, Campbell, Breiden- 


253 
bach, Zusi, Kane (Thomas), Mckee 
(Anna), Terry, Gibbons, Voll, Richter, 


representing 9,476 1-3 votes. 

FOR ST. LOUIS—Kerker, Klapetzky, 
Noschang, Shanessy, Smith (G._ K.), 
Mockler, Kuykendall, Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ delegation (64 votes), Bridge 
and Structural Iron Workers’ delegation 


(338 votes), Goellnitz, Keough, Cigar- 
makers’ delegation (1638 votes), Coopers’ 
delegation (24 votes), McNulty, Fay, 


Conroy, Shamp, Morton, Hod Carriers’ 


and 3uilding Laborers’ delegation (56 
votes), Iron and Steel Workers’ delega- 


tion (66 2-3 votes), McSorley, Taggart, 


Pfeiffer, O'Connell, Sarber, Churchill, 
Van Lear, Stark, Grout, Dardis, Mold- 
ers’ delegation (100 votes), Musi- 


cians’ deleeation (96 votes), Painters and 
Decorators’ delegation (108 votes), Berry, 
Morgan, Ritchey, Torpey, Frazier 
(CW. H.), Olander, Stack, Clark (W. W.), 
Hart (L. M.). Barry, Tailors’ delegation 
(80 votes). McAndrew, Gray, Dale, Loos, 
Rocker. Sharpe. Rollins, Johnston (J. T.), 
Morrison (Wm.), Tobin (Wm.), Strait, 
Wurster, Smith (H, O.), White, Kelsey, 
Smith (O. P.), Kuhn, Chrisman, Fech- 
nor, Holmes, Murray, Hamlet, Gass, rep- 
resenting 3,079 2-3 votes. 


FOR ROCHESTER — Brotherhood of 
Carpenters’ delegation (257 votes), Det- 
lef, Comerford, McKee (Rob’t), Winn, 
Huddell, Sullivan (T. J.), Sullivan (Jere 
L.), Sullivan (Wm. Q.). Farrell, Wallace, 
Manning (John J.), Molders’ delegation 
(400 votes), alpine, Tracy (W. J.). Clark 


(Thos.), Shirk, Keough, Roach, Whalen, 
Hall, Wall, Dunne, representing 1,438 
votes. 


FOR WASHINGTON — Foster, Tobin 
(D, J.), Daley, McCormack, Smith (C. T.), 
representing 390 votes. 

FOR MILWAUKEE—Handley, 
senting 1 vote. 

NOT VOTING—McKenzie, Costello, Sul- 


repre- 


livan (J. J.), Kellington, Bechtold, Flan- 
nery, Williams (J. J.), Moffitt, Lawlor. 


Maher, Price, Potter, Call, Wilson (Jas.), 
Quinn, Sheret, Goltra, Duffy (T. J.), Mar- 


tin, Doull. Brown (J. G.), Kirk, Evans 
(Jo), McHugh, Byrnes, Carey (John). 
Hawley, Heberling, Leps. Powell, Hatch, 


Howley, Fairgrieve, Ford, Richards (W. 
G.), Young, Lynch (Patrick), Thompson 
(Ss. J.). Davis, Allen, Copeland, Welch 
Jeske, Maloney, Dunn (J. J.), Hood, Man- 
gan, Robinson (H. P.),  Breitenstein, 
Moore, Woodman, Peterson, Flood, Hay. 
Peetz. Humphrey, MacStay, Merz, Ander- 
son, McLennan. Leonard. Behrens, Car- 
roll, Kotera, Nutt. McDonald, Riddell. 
Snyder Fizer, Whittaker, Bohm, Creamer. 
Frazier (G. L.), Curtis, MeDonnell, Skin- 
ner, Wadsworth, Draper, representing 81% 
votes. 

was 


At 2:15 the Convention adjourned 


to reconvene at 4 p. m. 
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ELEVENTH DAY-—Saturday Afternoon Session 


The Convention was called to order at 
4 p. m., Saturday, November 21st, Vice- 
President Duncan in the Chair. 


ABSENTEES: Kline, O’Boy, Kane, 
jiowes, McKenzie, Loebenberg, McManus, 
Fay, Shamp, Kellington, Bechtold, Wil- 
liams (J. J.), Rickert, Schwarz, Hoag, 
Richards (J. H.), Pfeiffer, Keefe, Fuller, 
Van Lear, Potter, Call, Carey (D. A.), 
Woodill, Winkler, Wilson (James), 
Quinn, Foster, Tracy (W. J.), Clark 
(Thomas), Berry, Morgan, Ramsay, Sin- 
clair, McHugh, Heberling, Biggs, Tobin 
(D. J.), Ross, Powell, Lynch (James M.), 
Hayes (Max S.), Stevenson, Hatch, Gray, 
Howley, Ford, Richards (W. G.), Thomp- 
son, Davis, Welch, Maloney (P.), Hood, 
Breitenstein, Moore, Woodman, Peterson, 
Kane, Merz, Leonard, Behrens, Leonard, 
Kotera, Nutt, Voll, Gass, Snyder, Fizer, 
Whittaker, Frazier (G. L.), McDonnell. 


Secretary Morrison read the following 
communication: 


Denver, Colo., November 20, 1908. 
Mr. Frank Morrison, Secretary, Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor. 

Dear Sir and Brother—In accordance 
with a report submitted by a Special 
Committee appointed by President Gom- 
pers dealing with the controversy exist- 
ing in the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers I was appointed to 
assist in the carrying out of the rec- 
ommendations contained therein. 

It is indeed fortunate that I am per- 
mitted to report to you at this early date 
that an agreement has been reached 
whereby a complete settlement of all the 
questions at issue will be finally settled 
at a Convention to be held by this organ- 
ization in St. Louis, Missouri, early in 
the coming year. 

The following is a copy of the stipu, 
lations agreed to which have been signed 
by both parties to the controversy: 


Memorandum of Agreement and Stipula- 
tions Entered Into by the Opposing 
Factions in the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, in Pursu- 
ance of the Report of a Special Com- 
mittee Appointed by the Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
First: It is hereby agreed that a Con- 

vention of all the locals of the Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers shall be caled in St. Louis on Janu- 
ary 18, 1909. Every local organization in 
good standing on September 15, 1908, shall 
be entitled to representation in this Con- 
vention. 

Second: The officers of both opposing 
forces shall submit to the representative 
of the American Federation of Labor ap- 
pointed by President Gompers a complete 
list of the organizations in their posses- 
sion, not later than November 28, 1908. 
The list of organizations thus submitted 
shall he considered by both opposing 











forces as an Official roster of the com- 
ing Convention. 

hird: It is further agreed that both 
of the opposing forces will at once notify 
the local unions of the_ International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers their 
desire that each local respond to the call 
for the said convention to be held Janu- 
ary 18, 1909, incorporating in the same in 
concise form the action of the Denver 
Convention of the American Federation 
of Labor, 

Fourth: It is further agreed that all 
suits at law or court processes of any 
character relating to the affairs of the 
organization shall be at once withdrawn. 

Fifth: It is further agreed that all 
necessary and legitimate expenditures of 
the opposing forces of the organization 
shall be defrayed by the proper officers, 
signing warrants and checks in accord 
with the laws of the _ International 
Brotherhood. In case any questions 
arise relative to the payment of any bill 
which cannot be adjusted amicably by 
the fiscal officers, it is agreed that the 
same shall be referred to the Conven- 
tion of January 18, 1909, for final adjust- 
ment. 

Sixth: It is also further agreed that 
after the Convention has been convened 
and the delegates have been seated in 
the Convention as accredited delegates, 
the rules of the procedure and laws of 
the International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers shall be taken as author- 


ty. 

Seventh: It is further agreed that all 
funds now on hand and those hereafter 
received by either side to this contro- 
versy shall be made a special trust fund 
and placed in a bank in Springfield, Illi- 
nois, said bank to be designated by 
President Gompers. Funds now on de- 
posit drawing interest shall not be trans- 
ferred to the Springfield trust fund until 
after interest is due and payable. 

Eighth: It is hereby further agreed 
that the actions of the Convention to be 
held in St. Louis, Missouri, January 18, 
199, shall be accepted by both sides to 
the controversy, as final and binding, to 
the end that the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers’ shali_ be 
maintained in one complete organization. 

Ninth: It is also further agreed that 
the recommendation of the Special Com- 
mittee shall be complied with (a copy 
of which is hereby attached), where not 
specifically detailed in these stipula- 
tions. 

Tenth: It is hereby agreed by and be- 
tween the opposing forces of the Inter- 
national Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers represented by F. J. McNulty, 
Peter W. Collins, J. J. Reid, J. W. 
Murphy, F. J. Sullivan and J. E. Me- 
Cadden, that from this date there shall 
not be any suits at law or in equity 
filed, by either of the aforesaid opposing 
forces, for any cause whatsoever, con- 
necting in any manner the International 
3rotherhood of Electrical Workers, 
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pending the Convention to be held in St. 
Louis, Missouri, January 18, 1909. 
Eleventh: It is hereby agreed that 
should the referendum vote be against 
the holding of the Convention on January 
18, 1909, a Convention will be called at 
once in accordance with the Constitution 
of the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers. 


J. J. REID, 

H. W. SHERMAN, 

H. W. POTTER, 

H. S. WHALEN, 

EF. J. SULLIVAN, 
FJ. McNULTY 
PETER W. COLLINS, 
STEPHEN J. FAY, 
FRANCIS J. SWEEK, 
M. S. CULVER. 

The parties to this controversy signing 
the agreement are entitled to the con- 
sideration of every member of the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of the 
American , Federation of Labor for the 
splendid manner in which they ap- 
proached the problem of re-cementing 
their organization, and for~this reason 
I believe they are entitled to be com- 
mended by the delegates here assembled. 

Yours fraternally, 
M. GRANT HAMILTON, 
General Organizer, American Federa- 
tion of Labor. 


Secretary Morrison also read the fol- 
lowing telegram from the attorneys: 


Springfield, Ill., Nov. 21, 1908. 
Peter W. Collins or Francis J. McNulty, 

Denver, Colo. 

Suit here dismissed in accordance with 
telegram of November 20 from Collins, 
Sullivan and Hamilton to us. 

(Signed) GRAHAM & GRAHAM. 


Secretary Morrison—I move that the 
agreement be endorsed and incorporated 
in the minutes of this Convention. (Sec- 
onded.) 

Vice-President Duncan—The Chair un- 
derstands that the action of the Conven- 
tion supersedes the previous action of 
the Convention. 

President Gompers—The previous agree- 
ment reached provided that a representa- 
tive of the American Federation of La- 
bor should act as mediator or advisor, 
and immediately upon that conclusion be- 
ing reached I called the representatives of 
the contending factions of the Electrical 
Workers together, and called in Organ- 
izer M. Grant Hamilton, of Denver, to 
act as the representative of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor. He brought 
the representatives of the Electrical 
Workers together. 


Vice-President Duncan—The Chair un- 
derstands that the provisions of the pre- 
vious action have been complied with, 
and that this is the result of the Fed- 
eration’s portion in dealing with the 
difficulties of the Electrical Workers. 

The motion offered by Secretary Morri- 
son was carried by unanimous vote. 

President Gompers in the chair. 

Treasurer Lennon—I take a great deal 
of satisfaction in the work that resulted 
from the efforts of the Committee on 
Electrical Workers. As I was a member 
of that committee I take some gratifica- 
tion to myself. I am now going to offer 
a report that is equally pleasing to the 
committee having in charge, with Brother 
Mulcahy and myself, the matter of the 
Longshoremen and the Seamen. 

Treasurer Lennon presented the follow- 
ing report: 

Denver, Colo., Nov. 20, 1908. 

Pursuant to an understanding reached 
between the officers of the American 
Federation of Labor and the officers of 
the International Seamen’s Union ot 
America and also the officers of the In- 
ternational Longshoremen’s Association, 
a conference was held in Denver, Colo., 
on this the 26th day of November, 1908, 
at which were present: 

Representing the Seamen—Andrew 
Furuseth, William H. Frazier, V. A. 
Olander and Edward Stack. 

Representing the Longshoremen—Dan- 
iel J. Keefe, T. V. O'Connor, W. E. Ful- 
ler and John L. Bowler. 

Representing the American Federation 
of Labor—John B. Lennon and D. 
Mulcahy. 

At this conference the following propo- 
sitions were adopted and approved by 
the parties represented in the conference, 
as a means of settlement of differences, 
heretofore existing between the Interna- 
tional Seamen’s Union and the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s Association: i 

First—That the Longshoremen elimi- 
nate from their name or title the words 
“Marine and Transport Workers’ and 
resume as their official title ‘“The Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s Association.” 

Second—That this change of title shall 
not in any way be construed as _ requir- 
ing the Longshoremen to relinquish any 
members or branches now affiliated with 
them under the title of the International 
Longshoremen, Marine and” Transport 
Association. a 

Third—That as to jurisdiction over 
werk, should any dispute arise, the of- 
ficers or designated representatives of 
the two unions, the Seamen and Long- 
shoremen, shall meet and by conference 
attempt a satisfactory settlement. 

Fourth—That every possible effort be 
made by both the Longshoremen and 
the Seamen to restore the amicable re- 
lations that existed between them some 
years ago, and be thereby helpful to 
each other in promoting the industrial 
interests of both 
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Fifth—That the officers of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor lend every as- 
sistance in their power to restore har- 
mony between the Longshoremen and 
Seamen, and also aid them in every pos- 
sible manner to perfect their respective 
organizations. 

ANDREW FURUSETH, 
WM. H. FRAZIER, 

V. A. OLANDER, 
EDWARD STACK, 
DANIEL J. KEEFE, 
THOMAS V. O’CONNOR, 
W. E. FULLER, 

J. BOWLER. 

JOHN B. LENNON, 

D. D. MULCAHY. 


Witnesses: 


Vice-President Duncan—I move _ the 
adoption of the report of the committee, 
and that it be made part of the minutes 
of the Convention. (Seconded and car- 
ried by unanimous vote.) 

Delegate Sullivan (Jere L.), for the 
Committee on Labels, reported as fol- 
lows: 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 9 be amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

Resolution No. 9-By Delegate Frank 
J. Pulver, of the Colorado State Federa- 
tion of Labor: 

WHEREAS, The Blue Cross buttons or 
pins which originated in Denver, Colo., 
and which have been so_ persistently 
pushed and become so universally known 
as the Union Label League emblem; and 

WHEREAS, We, the delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor, in the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention as- 
sembled, believe that much good can and 
will be accomplished by a general use of 
such emblem. 

The committee made the further re- 
port: The committee commend the ef- 
forts that are being made by the Union 
Label League to educate thé purchasing 
public to a better understanding and 
wider patronage of goods made under 
union conditions and bearing the labels 
of the various trades; but the commit- 
tee is of the opinion that the subject 
properly belongs to the Label Confer- 
ence; and, therefore, we recommend the 
resolution, as amended, be referred to 
the Label Conference, and recommend 
favorable consideration of the same. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 94—By Delegate Andrew 
J. Gallagher, of the International Photo 
Engravers: 

WHEREAS, The International Photo 
Engravers’ Union of North America has 
adopted a Union Label, to be placed on 
all photo engravings which are made en- 
tirely by union men; and 


WHEREAS, The many affiliated Inter- 
national Unions of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor have occasion to use photo 
engravings in connection with propa- 
ganda, advertising their own particular 
labels: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor, in Twenty-Kighth Annual 
Convention assembled, That the atten- 
tion of our affiliated unions is called to 
the necessity of demanding the label of 
the International Photo Engravers’ Union 
on all half tones, cuts and other illus- 
trated matter as a means of effectively 
assisting the International Photo En- 
gravers’ Union in its efforts to obtain 
the best possible conditions for its mem- 
bers. 

The commiitee recommended 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, 

The committee offered the 
recommendation: 

Your committee recommend that al) 
Union Labels and emblems endorsed by 
previous Conventions, and which are 
now the property .of and used by the or- 
ganizations affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor, be reaffirmed, and 
we request that the membership be urged 
to work unceasingly to popularize and 
increase the influence of all Union 
Labels and emblems, to the end _ that 
wider opportunities may be opened to or- 
ganized workingmen and women. 

On motion the recommendation ef the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee offered a further reeom- 
mendation, as follows: 

Your Label Committee recommend that 
the Executive Council be instructed by 
this Convention to revise the present 
Label Chart containing fac similes of 
the labels and emblems of the various 
organizations and that labels endorsed 
by this and previous Conventions not 
included in the chart be added thereto. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 


eoncur- 


tollowing 


The recommendation was 
briefly by Delegate Klapetzky. 


discussed 


The motion to concur in the recommen- 
dation of the committee was adopted. 
The committee offered the following as 
its final report: 

In concluding its report, your Label 
Committee would recommend that the 
committees of arrangements in future 
Convention cities be instructed, when 
selecting headquarters, meeting halls, 
ete., to engage only such places as em- 
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ploy union labor and handle union-made 
products as far as obtainable. 
JERE L. SULLIVAN, Chairman; 
MAX §S. HAYES, Secretary; 
MARTIN LAWLOR, 
JOHN SULLIVAN, 
CHRIS A. KERKER, 
JOHN J. MANNING, 
GEO, R. FRENCH, 
THOS. McMANUS, 
EMMET T. WALLS, 
bD. G. BIGGS, 
Kk. LEWIS EVANS, 
7 MORGAN, 
L. LANDERS, 
F. X. NOSCHANG. 


mo 


On motion the final report was adopted, 
and the report of the committee as a 
whole was adopted. 

Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions, reported as fol- 
lows: ; 


Resolution No. 39—By Delegate Andrew 
Furuseth, of the International Seamen’s 
Union of America: 


WHEREAS, The merchant seamen 
under our flag are still suffering under 
“involuntary servitude’’—being compelled 
in a foreign port in the foreign trade, to 
continue to labor against their will on 
pain of imprisonment; and 

WHEREAS, Hon. Mr. Spight, of Mis- 
sissippi, during the last session of the 
present Congress introduced H. R, 14,655 
to amend the laws relating to American 
seamen, eic., that seeks to remove: this 
injustice as well as to remedy many 
other wrongs hoary with age under 
which seamen suffer, and thus opening 
up a possibility of the native American 
boy seeking the sea: therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Lahor in Convention assembled, 
that we endorse this bill and urge its 
adoption: and be it further 

RESOLVED, That this resolution be 
sent to Mr. Spight, to the Committee on 
Merchant Marine and Fisheries of the 
House, and the Committee on Commerce 
of the Senate. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution, and recommended its 
adoption. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 46 be adopted when amended 
to read: 

Resolution No. 46—By the Delegates 
from the International Seamen’s Union 
of America: 

WHEREAS, The law enacted by the 
last session of Congress, delegating to 
the inspection service the power to de- 


termine the number of officers and men 
to be employed on steam vessels, passen- 


ger and freight; such law providing no 
standards of either skill, language or 
numbers by which such inspectors are to 
be guided; and 

WHEREAS, This law has_ already 
worked great mischief and confusion 
and has reduced the crews both in skill 
and in numbers, such being done upon 
recommendation of ship owners, thereby 
endangering life and property at sea 
and increasing the hardships of sailors 
and firemen who were already too 
severelv burdened; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the American Federa- 
tion of Labor assembled, That we con- 
demn this law, in its present form, as 
dangerous to human life, and demand 
that it be amended so as to provide a 
proper standard of skill and a sufficient 
knowledge of the English language to 
understand and obey orders given on 
shipboard, and a_ sufficient number to 
furnish each lifeboat on vessels carrying 
passengers with two skilled sailors to 
manage such boat in case of danger; and 
be it further 

RESOLVED, That a copy of these 
resolutions be submitted to the Commit- 
tee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
of the House, to the Committee on Com- 
merce of the Senate, and the Commission 
on Revision of Laws Relating to the 
Safety of Life at Sea. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 95—-By Delegate J. H. 
Hatch, of the Upholsterers International 
Union of North America, was referred 
back to the committee. The committee 
presented the following redraft: 

WHEREAS, The firm of S. Karpen 
Bros., of Chicago, Ill., have’ been 
awarded a large contract for upholstery 
furniture to be used for the furnishings 
of the Senate office building at Washing- 
ton, D. C.; and 

WHEREAS, The government of the 
United States has been recorded in favor 
of an eight-hour work day; and 

WHEREAS, The firm of S. Karpen 
Bros. treat their men unfairly and work 
their employes nine hours per day; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the officers of the 
American Federation of Labor be in- 
structed to communicate immediately 
with the department responsible for the 
letting of these contracts, and that a re- 
quest be made to have the contract on 
this work turned over to a firm who 
treat their men fairly and who work 
their employes not more than eight 
hours per day. 

The committee recommended concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 26, by Delegates James 
O’Connell, A. F. Stark, Thomas Van 
Lear, H. W. Churchill and Eugene Sar- 
ber, of the International Association of 
Machinists, was re-submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Resolutions at a former ses- 
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sion. The committee submitted the fol- 
lowing as the redraft: 


To the Officers and Delegates to the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor. 
WHEREAS, On the 16th day of March, 

1908, the Denver and Rio Grande Rail- 

road Comyany abrogated all contracts 

held with the various organizations 
whose members were employed in the 
mechanical department, thus attempting 
to break down the rates of pay, hours 
of labor and shop conditions enjoyed by 
the employes under their contracts, 
which resulted in a general strike of 
Machinists, Boilermakers, Blacksmiths, 
apprentices and helpers; and 
WHEREAS, The employes, in order to 
avert a strike, through their respective 
representatives, did everything in their 
power to bring about a settlement, even 
to agreeing to submit all questions in 
dispute to arbitration, which was re- 
fused by the company, the company de- 
claring that there was nothing to arbi- 
trate; and 

WHEREAS, The various mechanics en- 
gaged in this strike have carried on an 

aggressive and upright campaign with a 

view to forcing the earliest possible ad- 

justment with this company, but to date 
without success; therefore, be it 
RESOLVED, That the Twenty-Kighth 

Annual Convention of the American 

Federation of Labor congratulates the 

mechanics engaged in this strike upon 

the gentleman!s and business-like way 
in which the whole affair has been car- 
ried on and extends to the men engaged 
in the strike the best wishes for an 
early and successful settlement of the 
trouble; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby instructed to issue an appeal 
for financial assistance to all affiliated 
organizations, and that the moneys col- 
lected from such donations be sent to the 
officers of the joint committee in charge 
of the strike. 
Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES O'CONNELL, I. A. of M. 
J. A. FRANKLIN. B. of B. & I. S. B 
J. W. KLINE. I. B. of B. & H. 


The committee reported concurrence in 
the resolution and recommended that it 
be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee recommended the adop- 
tion of Resolution No. 96, when amended, 
by striking out the fourth paragraph of 
the first whereas, and the first four lines 
of the sixth paragraph. 

On motions offered by Vice-President 
Duncan and Delegate Wheeler the reso- 
lution was further amended by striking 
out the words “to exceed four millions” 
in the first line and _ substituting the 
word “many,” striking out the words 
“thousands of” in the twelfth line and 





REPORT OF PROCEEDINGS 





the words ‘‘in Chicago’’ in the thirteenth 
line, also the words ‘‘millions of’’ in the 
first line of the second paragraph. 

The recommendation of the committee 
and the amendments were discussed by 
Delegate Klapetzky, Delegate Frey, Dele- 
gate Barnes, Delegate Smith (O. P.), 
Delegate Wheeler, Vice-President Dun- 
can, Delegate Walker, Delegate Robin- 
son, Delegate Furuseth and Delegate Mc- 
Cullough. 

The report of the committee, as 
amended, was adopted. 

The resolutiton as adopted reads as 
follows: 

Resolution No. %—By Delegate Max 
S. Hayes, of the International Typo- 
graphical Union: 

WHEREAS, There are many unem- 
ployed men in the United States, many 
with families dependent upon them for 
support. This vast army of men are de- 
nied access to the means of earning a 
living by the industrial monarchs who 
own and control the machinery of pro- 
duction and_ distribution. Already on 
the verge of starvation, thousands of 
unemployed are now subjects of charity. 
The bread line of New York, the hungry 
school children, the riots in Philadelphia, 
Cleveland and other cities among unem- 
ployed men for opportunities to work, 
and other manifestions reflected in the 
daily newspapers indicate the heartrend- 
ing circumstances that are prevalent and 
the aggravated conditions that in a 
measure extend to every locality. 

These unemployed men are idle and 
helpless through no fault of their own 
A large percentage of them are union 
men who are, to all intents and purposes, 
locked out. Unionists and non-unionists 
alike are suffering the bitter pangs of a 
long-drawn industrial depression, and all 
their means of sustenance have been ex- 
hausted. On the verge of starvation, 
facing the blasts of inhospitable winter, 
their anguish of privation is terrible to 
contemplate. 

This army of unemployed is a standing 
menace to good government, to organ- 
ized labor and the best elements of so- 
cial order. Laws and union rules can- 
not long restrain the gnawing anguish of 
empty stomachs. Men, strong men, are 
driven to desperation by the mute ap- 
peal from the loving eyes of a _ blanch- 
faced wife or the stifled cries of hungry 
children. 

Realizing the urgent need of the work- 
ers now unemployed and recognizing the 
debasing influence of charity misapplied; 
therefore, 

We urge that municipal, state and fed- 
eral governments at once take steps to 
furnish work by constructing schools 
and other government buildings, by pro- 
tecting forests and reforesting cut over 
and waste lands, by building canals and 
extending deep waterways, by draining 
swamp lands. by building dykes and 
docks, by dredging harbors, by building 
roads and improving roadways and 
streets, by extending geological and agri- 
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cultural surveys, by any or all means in- 
tended to employ the involuntarily idle 
and suffering of our citizenship in whom 
we desire to forever maintain the spirit 
of indevendence and freedom, tempered 
with sentiments of justice and love of 
order that must prevail to preserve a re- 
public of freemen. 


The committee recommended that Reso- 
lution No. 97 be adopted, when amended 
to read as follows: 


WHEREAS, It has come to our knowl- 
edge that some State Federations and 
Central Labor Unions, or Trades As- 
semblies, are not complying with article 
XI, section 1, of the Constitution of the 
American Federation of Labor, in admit- 
ting as members delegates of organiza- 
tions or locals which are hostile to 
Unions that compose this great body; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Righth Annual Convention, insists that 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be complied with without 
any evasion. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No, 99—By Delegate Louis 
Kemper, of the United Brewery Workers 
of America: 


WHEREAS, For the past five years 
the United Hatters of North America 
have been and are now contending with 
the non-union hat firm of D. E. Loewe 
& Co.. of Danbury, Conn., to have estab- 
lished in said firm’s factory humane con- 
ditions, to-wit: A fair earning power 
and reasonable working hours; and 

WHEREAS, The said firm of D. E. 
Loewe & Co. having instituted suit 
against the United Hatters of North 
America, under the Sherman Anti-Trust 
Act, for three hundred and forty thou- 
sand ($340,000.00) dollars: and 

WHEREAS, The said firm of D. E. 
Loewe & Co. has caused to be attached 
the homes and personal savings of two 
hundred and fifty (250) of the members 
of the United Hatters of North America; 


and 

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the 
United States has decided that the firm 
of D. E. Loewe & Co. would be entitled 
to damages if the court finds that the 
company has suffered loss by reason of 
the withdrawal of the patronage of or- 
—— labor and its friends; therefore, 
re it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor in Twenty-Highth An- 
nual Convention assembled, do hereby 
pledge to the United Hatters of North 
America, and especially to the two hun- 
dred and fifty (250) members of that or- 
ganization whose homes and bank ac- 
counts are attached, moral and _ such 
financial support as may be necessary 
in the pending contention; and, be it 
further 

RESOLVED, That the Executive Coun- 
cil of the American Federation of Labor 
is hereby authorized and instructed to 
take such action as will at the proper 
time carry these resolutions into effect. 


The committee reported concurrence 
and recommended that the resolution be 
adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council, under the caption of 
“Pouren Extradition Protest,’’ the com- 
mittee reported as follows: 

“Your committee recommend that the 
Convention endorse the action of the 
Executive Council in their endeavor to 
secure the freedom of Jan Pouren. 

“We further recommend that the Exe- 
cutive Council interview the President 
of the United States, to the end that the 
traditional right of asylum for political 
refugees shall be preserved in this re- 
public, 

“We further recommend that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor communicate with all affiliated 
organizations requesting them to _ peti- 
tion their respective representatives in 
Congress to intervene in behalf of Jan 
Pouren, that he may be relieved from 
imprisonment.” 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in, the vote 
being unanimous. 

Resolution No. 54—-By Delegate J. 
Mahlon Barnes, of the Cigarmakers’ In- 
ternational Union of America: 

WHEREAS, Ricardo Flores Magon, 
Antonio I. Villarreal, Librado Rivera, 
and other members of the Mexican Lib- 
eral party, were arrested in Los Angeles, 
California, August 23, 197, at the in- 
stance of the Mexican government, and 
have since been detained in prison, while 
extraordinary effort has been made to 
extradite them; and 

WHEREAS, The Mexican government, 
as prosecutor, has succeeded in inducing 
the American authorities to hold them 
on varying criminal charges, ranging 
from petty larceny to that of murder; 
and 

WHEREAS, The several charges, in 
turn and of necessity, have been aban- 
doned when fully refuted by legal testi- 
mony, and the one active charge remain- 
ing is that of endeavoring to invade 
Mexico with an armed force, all of 
which proves by court records’ that 
these men are not criminals in any 
sense—if offenders at all, political of- 
fenders only; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor extends its earnest 
sympathy to the aforesaid Magon, Vil- 
larreal, Rivera, et al., and commends to 
all affiliated organizations the considera- 
tion of proper means for their defense. 
The committee reported as follows: 

“Your committee recommend that the 
subject-matter of this resolution be re- 
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ferred to the Executive Council with in- 
structions to place it before the proper 
authorities at such time when the in- 
structions in connection with the Jan 
Pouren case are carried out.’’ 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption 
“Old Age Pensions,’’ the committee re- 
ported as follows: 

“The subject of old age pensions ex- 
tensively referred to in the reports of 
the President and of the Executive 
Council has received the careful atten- 
tion of your committee, both as to its 
intrinsic merit and its necessity, owing 
to the conditions which have arisen 
with the development of our industries, 
and which give evidence of being still 
further intensified as the workman is re- 
moved still further from the small vil- 
lage and small employer, and _ forced 
more and more to seek a livlihood in the 
industrial centers, from the large em- 
ployers and corporations. We have ex- 
amined the existing legislation of Europe 
establishing old age pensions, and we 
heartily approve of the steps which have 
been taken by the officers of the Ameri- 
ean Federation of Labor to acquaint the 
American people with the substance of 
these laws and the conditions which have 
made them necessary if justice, to say 
nothing of humanitarian motives, is to 
be done to those whose labor, manual 
and skilled, and whose lives have been 
given to the production of those ma- 
terial forms of wealth upon which the 
welfare of the nation and of our civili- 
zation must rest. Owing to the contrast 
in the methods of securing national leg- 
islation between European countries and 
the United States, your committee did 
not have time and opportunity to pre- 
pare and present to the Convention, in 
specific terms, the steps which the work- 
men of this country should take, that 
they may secure for themselves that 
guaranteed by law that their years of 
service to the community as producers 
of wealth will be rewarded by the na- 
tion with a pension when old age shall 
have overtaken them. 

“We would therefore recommend that 
the Executive Council be authorized to 
secure the assistance of such competent 
legal advice as will enable them to pre- 
pare the draft of a bill providing for old 
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age pensions, and that such bill be. in- 
troduced either in the legislatures of the 
States or in Congress, their action in 
this being governed by their decision as 
to whether this legislation is to be most 
readily secured and applied through the 
individual action of the several States, 
or by Federal legislation, or by both.” 

On motion the report of the committee 
was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption of 
“Immigration,’’ the committee reported 
as follows: 

Your committee concurs in the recom- 
mendations of the Executive Council, 
and recommend that they be adopted. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

On that portion of the report of the 
Executive Council under the caption 
“Anti-Tuberculosis Crusade,’ the com- 
mittee reported as follows: 

“Your committee approves the report 
of the Executive Council on anti-tuber- 
culosis and recommend continuation of 
distribution of printed matter upon the 
subject, thereby giving the public from 
time to time the latest, best and fullest 
information on preventing or on stamp- 
ing out the great white plague. 

“We desire to compliment the trade 
union movement on its good work so far 
performed on this humane subject, also 
to place on record our appreciation of 
the excellent effort by many doctors of 
medicine and other public spirited citi- 
zens in the same direction. 

“We heartily approve and commend 
the action of the Albany, N. Y., Trades 
and Labor Council on its erection of a 
tuberculosis pavilion, again showing that 
on humane procedure organized labor is 
in the vanguard; and wherever possible 
we advise that the meritorious action of 
the Albany, N. Y., Trade Unionists be 
duplicated in other industrial centers. 

“We advise continuation of the agita- 
tion on behalf of better sanitary condi- 
tions and regulations in shop, mill and 
mine, and of rigid enforcement of exist- 
ing laws on the subject. 

“We believe that the public expositi- 
tions and lectures on anti-tuberculosis 
which have recently taken place in dif- 
ferent parts of North America should 
be continued and encouraged, as their 
educational value is exceedingly impor- 
tant. 
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‘“‘We recommend in the strongest pos- 
sible terms that, as means to the desired 
end, all trades and occupations not now 
working eight hours per day make addi- 
tional effort to reduce their work day 
to not over eight hours; that where in- 
door employment is necessary open air 
exercise be instituted; . that improved 
conditions of life in the home be encour- 
aged; that temperate habits be prac- 
ticed; that Central Bodies should agitate 
in their respective localities for careful 
supervision by building inspectors of 
plans for buildings for human abode so 
that proper sanitary conditions in the 
home and plentiful supply of fresh air 
can be amply and_ suitably provided; 
that State Federations be strongly ad- 
vised to initiate legislation favoring the 
erection of: public hospitals for the cure 
and care of consumptives in the States 
where such hospitals do not now exist. 
Your committee consider it a blot on 
our boasted civilization that so little 
care by the State is provided for men 
and women, old or young, who are suf- 
fering from the ravages of tuberculosis 
in any of its stages. 

“We commend the good and practical 
work of the new National Society for 
the Prevention of Tuberculosis, lately of 
New York City. Its work each summer 
in Greater New York, especially on the 
floating barges in the East and- North 
rivers and its plentiful supply of pure, 
fresh and wholesome food to the con- 
sumptives of the great city, deserves our 
heartiest approval, 

“Your committee submits that this 
subject is of the utmost importance to 
the individuals affected, as well as to 
the entire public, and the co-operation of 
all medical, charitable, philanthropic 
and other reform bodies is invited to aid 
in the good work, so that by united action 
the spread of the white plague may be 
halted if not entirely eradicated from the 
social system.’’ 

Vice-President Duncan—I move _ the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 

The motion was seconded and. carried 
by unanimous vote. 

Vice-President Duncan—The resolution 
that is to be read now is by common 
consent the prerogative of the Commit- 
tee on Resolutions to offer. The Secre- 
tary will read it. 

Delegate Frey, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee, read the following resolution of- 


fered by the committee and slightly 
amended at the suggestion of President 
Gompers: 


Resolution No. 
on Resolutions: 


RESOLVED, That this, the Twenty- 
Eighth Annual Convention of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor, extend to the 
officials and citizens of the city of Den- 
ver, Colo., its sincere thanks for the 
hospitality and many courtesies extended 
to the delegates during their stay, That 
the city and state officials, business men 
and clubs and the rank and file of or- 
ganized labor have all contributed to 
make our stay a most pleasant one, and 
that the local committee appointed by 
organized labor to entertain the dele- 
gates have succeeded most effectively in 
accomplishing their duties, their atten- 
tiveness to our comfort and recreations 
having never been excelled. 

That the wives and daughters of the 
organized workmen of this city have 
earned our thanks and our admiration 
through their courteous and successful 
efforts to leave pleasant memories in 
the minds of the lady delegates and the 
other ladies who have been in attend- 
ance to the Convention. 

That we extend our thanks to the of- 
ficers of the International Typographical 
Union, and to Superintendent Charles 
Deacon, of the Union Printers’ Home, for 
the hospitable reception and many cour- 
tesies shown to the delegates during their 
visit to the Union Printers’ Home at Colo- 
rado Springs, and for the opportunity 
which was afforded of investigating the 
commendable work that is being done by 
the Union Printers on behalf of their 
aged or distressed members. 

That we thank the press of Denver 
for the publicity given to our Conventfon. 

We leave the city with the conscious- 
ness of labors performed under pleasant 
surroundings, and we now express our 
keen appreciation of the many courtesies 
received. ; 

JAMES DUNCAN, Chairman; 
JOHN P. FREY. Secretary; 
JOHN A. MOFFITT, 

D. D. MULCAHY, 

W. F. COSTELLO, 

GEORGE W. SAVAGE, 

T. V. O'CONNOR, 

J. C. SHANESSY, 

JACOB TAZELAAR, 
EUGENE SARBER, 


100—By the Committee 


HERMAN ROBINSON, 
Oo. P. SMITH 
Committee on Resolutions. 


Delegate Hawley—I move the adoption 
of the resolutions by a rising vote. 

The motion was seconded and carried 
by a unanimous rising vote. 

On motion the report of the committee 
as a whole, as amended, was adopted. 

Delegate Ford, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee on Boycotts, reported as follows: 
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Denver, Colo., November 21, 1908. 
To the Officers and Delegates to the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 


Greeting—We, your Committee on Boy- 
cotts, to whom was referred Resolutions 
Nos. 32 and 38, introduced by Delegate 
Chris A. Kerker, and appearing on page 
143, third day’s proceedings, make the 
following report: 

Resolution No. 32—By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, The Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers’ International Union of 
America has been engaged in a severe 
contest with The National Biscuit Com- 
pany, commonly known as ‘“Uneeda,”’ 
and The American Baking Company, 
commonly known as Heydt, Condon, St. 
Louis, Freund, Wells-Bottler, Hauck- 
Hoerr and Home Bakeries of St. Louis, 
Mo.; and 

WHEREAS, The said trusts control a 
large portion of the bakery industry, 
thus making it difficult for the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union to successfully push a boy- 
cott against each individual brand made 
by the trusts; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor through its officers and 
organizers give special aid and assist- 
ance to the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union in pushing 
a boycott against each individual brand 
made by both The American’ Baking 
Company and National Biscuit Company, 
commonly known as ‘“Uneeda Biscuit;’’ 
and, be it further 

RESOLVED, That the American Fed- 
eration of Labor request all affiliated 
State Federations, Central Bodies and 
Local Unions affiliated by their Inter- 
national or National or Federal Unions, 
to assist the Bakery and Confectionery 
Workers’ International Union by vigor- 
ously pushing a boycott of trust bread 
sold in their localities. 


Resolution No. 33—By Delegate Chris A. 
Kerker, of the Bakery and Confection- 
ery Workers International Union: 


WHEREAS, The fight against the Mc- 
Kinney Bread Company of St. Louis, Mo., 
has been endorsed and re-endorsed by 
the Annual Convention of the American 
Federation of Labor; and 

WHEREAS, The McKinney’ Bread 
Company still refuses to make a settle- 
ment with our International Union of 
America; and 

WHEREAS, The Twenty-Seventh An- 
nual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor did recommend that the 
President of the American Federation of 
Labor make an effort to bring about an 
adjustment of the long standing contro- 
versy, and if not successful, that a vigor- 
ous campaign be inaugurated to make 
their declaration of unfairness effective; 
therefore, be it 


RESOLVED, That the Twenty-EKighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor reaffirm and place on 
the unfair list the McKinney firm of St. 
Louis, Mo., and try its utmost to make 
a settlement satisfactory to the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ Interna- 
tional Union of America. 


Your committee respectfully report hav- 
ing carefully considered the resolutions 
and make the following recommenda- 
tions: 

That both resolutions be referred to 
President Gompers, he to make further 
effort, through correspondence, to bring 
about an amicable adjustment of the 
existing differences between the Bakery 
and Confectionery Workers’ International 
Union and the concerns mentioned in 
Resolutions Nos. 32 and 33. 

We further recommend that in the 
event of failure by President Gompers 
to adjust the differences then the entire 
subject-matter be referred to the Execu- 
tive Council for immediate action. 

DANIEL J.’ KEEFE, Chairman; 
CORNELIUS FORD, Secretary; 
SAMUEL BOTTERILL, 

A. C. SANDERS, 

A. J. KUGLER, 

MARTIN GOELLNITZ, 
THOMAS RITCHEY, 
EDWARD STARK, 

SAMUEL ROSS, 

A. McANDREW, 

JEROME JONES, 

T. V. COPELAND, 

J. L. ALLEN, 

JOHN P. WHITE, 

P. F. DUFFY. 


On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Treasurer Lennon, Chairman of the 
Committee on Laws, presented the fol- 
lowing report: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
LAWS. 


Mr. President and Delegates to the 
Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Greeting—We, your Committee on Laws, 

beg leave to submit the following report 

for your consideration: 

Resolution No. 1, which appears on 
page 109, second day’s proceedings, by 
Delegates William -Fyfe and Herbert 
Crampton, Amalgamated Society of Car- 
penters, and reads as follows: 


Amendment to Article XI, Section 2, of 
American Federation of Labor Constitu- 
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tion, to provide for its application to lo- 
cal councils of the Building Trades De- 
partment. 


And Resolution No. 45, which appears 
on page 150, fourth day’s proceedings, 
by Delegate J. J. Handley, of the Mil- 
waukee Federated Trades Council, and 
reads as follows: 

Amend Section 2 of Article II to read: 
The establishment of National and Inter- 
national Trade Unions, recognizing the 
autonomy of each trade based upon a 
close federation of all trades industrially, 
and the promotion and advancement of 
such bodies. 

Having reference to the same subject 
both were considered jointly by the com- 
mittee. Your committee believe that the 
desired end, provision of laws, governing 
the establishment and defining the pow- 
ers and functions of industrial depart- 
ments, international and local, can be 
best secured, in part at least, by the 
enactment of two uew sections and the 
amendment of two existing sections of 
the Constitution of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 

We therefore recommend the adoption 
of a new section to be known as section 
3 of article II, following sections to be 
renumbered accordingly and to read as 
follows: 

Section 3, Article II: The establish- 
ment of Departments composed of Na- 
tional or International Unions, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Labor, 
of the same industry and which Depart- 
ments shall be governed in conformity 
with the Laws of the American Feder- 
ation of Labor. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 


The committee also recommend the 
adoption of a new section to be known 
as Section 10 of Article XI (the following 
sections to be renumbered accordingly) 
of the Constitution of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor to read as follows: 

Section 10, Article XI: Local Unions 
of National or International Unions af- 
filiated with the departments attached 
to the American Federation of Labor, in 
any city where a local department 
exists, shall not be eligible to member- 
ship in any lecal department unless they 
are connected with the chartered Central 
Body, nor shall they be eligible to mem- 
bership in the Central Body unless the 
are affiliated with the local department. 


Delegate Robinson (Hugh)—I move the 
adoption of the report of the committee. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate Barnes—What does the word 
“Department” mean in that section? 


President Gompers—Such a department 
as the Building Trades Department, or 
the Metal Trades Department, and the 
proposed Railway Department. 

Delegate Gallagher—If we have a union 
affiliated with the city Central Body that 
refuses to join the departmental council, 
can we retain them in the Central Body 
unless they affiliate with the depart- 
mental council? 

Treasurer Lennon—They must join the 
departmental council if they are eligible. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gates Gallagher, Stemburgh, Strait and 
Treasurer Lennon. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
the committee was concurred in. 

Your committee further recommend 
that Section 2 of Article XI be amended 
by the insertion of the word ‘Depart- 
ment” after word “bodies” in the fourth 
line on page 17, so that the section will 
read as follows: 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of all 
National and International Unions afMmi- 
ated with the American Federation of La- 
bor to instruct their Local Unions to 
join chartered Central Labor Bodies, De- 
partments and State Federations in their 
vicinity where such exist. Similar in- 
structions shall be given by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor to all Trade and 
Federal Labor Unions under its jurisdic- 
tion. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

The committee further recommend that 
Section 8 of Article XI be amended by 
the insertion of the words ‘or depart- 
ments” after the word ‘‘body”’ in the first 
line, page 18 of the Constitution, to read 
as follows: 

Section 8. No Central Body or Depart- 
ment affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor shall reject credentials 
presented by a duly elected or appointed 
delegation of a Local Union, chartered by 
a National or an International Union 
having affiliation with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor; provided, however, that 
upon written charges signed by at least 
three delegates, any delegate of an affili- 
ated Union may, upon conviction after 
a fair trial. be expelled or suspended. 
Action of the Central Body, under this 
section, shall be subject to appeal to 
the Executive Council of the American 
Federation of Labor and no delegation 
representing Local Unions affiliated, as 
herein described, shall be suspended or 
expelled until like action is taken. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 35—By Delegate Alex 
Fairgrieve, of the Montana State Fed- 
eration of Labor: 
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WHEREAS, The American labor move- 
ment, as recognized by its affiliation with 
the American Federation of Labor, or- 
ganizes the various International, Local 
and Federated Trades Unions, State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies duly 
chartered, and all recognizing the sol- 
idarity of the labor movement and im- 
bued with the principles of mutual pro- 
tection; and 

WHEREAS, Governments hold and 
maintain the respect of all people where- 
in just laws are enacted and enforced 
for their government. A nation or state 
whose laws are indefinite or inadequate 
to the purpose for which they were in- 
tended never attain that efficiency neces- 
sary to giving. protection to their adher- 
ents; and 

WHEREAS, The State Federations and 
Central Councils form integral parts of 
the American Federation of Labor and 
are important auxiliaries to the Inter- 
national and National Trades Unions in 
dissemination of thoughts inciting a de- 
sire in the minds of the unorganized in 
their respective vicinities to become 
united with the great labor movement; 


and 

WHEREAS, At present the State Fed- 
erations and City Central bodies are to 
a great extent retarded in their efforts 
to advance the interests of organized 
labor by the refusal of some local unions 
to affiliate with the state and city organ- 
izations, and also by their withdrawal, 
on the least provocation, from the State 
Federations and City Central bodies, thus 
weakening the labor movement and aid- 
ing its enemies in consequence thereof; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, By the Twenty-Eighth 
Annual Convention of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, that Article X, Section 
2, of the Constitution, be amended to read 
as follows: 

“Section 2. It shall be the duty of the 
executive officers of all National and In- 
ternational Unions affiliated with the 
American Federation of Labor to, within 
ninety days after the organization of a 
Local Union, notify such union that it 
must affiliate with the State Federation 
and City Central body, chartered by the 
American Federation of Labor, in the 
locality in which such Local Union is 
organized. The officers of the American 
Federation of Labor must, within the 
time specified in this section, cause all 
directly chartered Trade and Federal 
Unions to affiliate with State and City 
Central bodies in their localities chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor. 
It shall be the duty of_all unions now 
organized to at once affiliate with said 
State and City Central bodies. 


The committee recommend that the 
subject-matter of the resolution be re- 
ferred to the Executive Council, it to 
urge affiliated National and International 
Unions to so amend their Constitutions 
as to obtain the desired end, and to also 
insist that all Federal Unions chartered 
by the American Federation of Labor 
affiliate with Central Bodies where such 
exist. 


A motion was made and seconded that 
the recommendation of the committee be 
concurred in. 

The question was discussed at some 
length by Delegate Fairgrieve, who 
called the attention of the International 
Officers present to the fact that many of 
their locals were connected with dual 
Central Bodies and independent bodies 
not affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in Montana. The question 
was further discussed by Delegates Mc- 
Cullough and Kerker. 

The motion to concur in the recom- 
mendation of the committee was carried. 

Resolution No. 59% —-By Delegate Hugh 
Kirk, of the International Shipwrights, 
Joiners and Caulkers Union: 


WHEREAS, In Boston, Mass., and 
vicinity, the District Council of the 
United Brotherhood of Carpenters and 
Joiners of America have instituted a 
campaign of proselytism among. the 
already organized members of the Inter- 
national Union of Shipwrights; and 

WHEREAS, The methods employed 
emulate those of the life insurance com- 
panies of our country, namely, they of- 
fer to pay greater financial benefits to 
seceders and others. than that which 
they (the seceders) were already guar- 
anteed by the International Union of their 
trade; and 

WHEREAS, The employment of such 
vicious and discreditable methods, within 
the trades union movement, are a men- 
ace and a hindrance to the advancement 
of that noble cause, inasmuch as it has 
caused some of our most ardent and de- 
voted workers to retire in disgust from 
the trades union movement altogether; 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, As a remedy for so de- 
plorable a condition within our great 
movement, that Section 1, Article XI, of 
the Constitution of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor be amended to read as 
follows: ‘‘No Central Labor Union, or 
any other Central Body of delegates, shall 
admit to, or retain in their councils, 
delegates from any local organization 
that owes its allegiance to any other 
body, national or international, hostile to 
any affiliated organization, or that has 
been suspended or expelled by, or not 
connected with, a national or interna- 
tional organization of their trade herein 
affiliated, or whose membership in part, 
or in whole. have seceded from or re- 
fused to affiliate with the national or in- 
ternational organization of their trade, 
under penalty of having their charter re- 
voked for violation of the same, subject 
to appeal to the next Convention.” 


The committee recommended non-con- 
currence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Resolution No. 80—By Delegate E. 
Arnold, of the Brotherhood of Painters, 
Decorators and Paperhangers: 
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RESOLVED, That no delegate to the 
onvention of the American Federation of 
Labor shall have the right to cast the 
vote for his whole delegation only by 
written consent of his respective organi- 
zation or by his delegation. Such power 
must be proved before the delegate is al- 
— to cast the full vote of his delega- 
tion, 


The committee recommend non-concur- 
rence in the resolution. 

On motion the recommendation of the 
committee was concurred in. 

Your committee recommend that Sec- 
tion 10, Article IX, page 14 of the Con- 


stitution, be amended to read as follows: 


All Local Trade Unions and Federal 
Labor Unions holding charters direct 
from the American Federation of Labor, 
desiring the assistance of the American 
Federation of Labor in trade disputes, 
shall submit to the President of the 
American Federation of Labor for ap- 
proval by the Executive Council the 
full statement of the grievance, and 
shall receive within twenty (20) days 
from the President an answer as to 
whether they will be sustained or not, 
and no benefits shall be paid where a 
strike takes place before the Local Union 
has received the approval of the Execu- 
tive Council. 

A motion was made and seconded that 
the report of the committee be concurred 
in. 

The question was discussed by Dele- 
gate Gallagher and Treasurer Lennon. 
President Gompers—From what time is 
the twenty days to be reckoned? | 
Treasurer Lennon—The committee did 
not state, but I say, as an officer of an 
International Union, that our law pro- 
vides that the time is to be reckoned 
from the time the letter was mailed, as 
shown by the stamp. 

The motion to concur in the report of 
was carried. 

Treasurer Lennon—That completes the 
report of the committee, which is signed: 

JOHN B. LENNON, Chairman; 
J. C. SKEMP, Secretary; 
JOHN H. WALKER, 
ROBERT A. McKEE, 
THOS. A. RICKERT, 

Cc. L. SHAMP, 

DAVID J. DAVIS, 
JOHN MURTAUGH, 
JOHN C. JOHNSTON, 
N. O’SULLIVAN, 

LEE M. HART, 

J. B. DALE, 

HARRY P. HOAG, 
JOHN MANGAN, 

THOS. VAN LEAR. 


On motion the Constitution as a whole, 
as amended, was adopted. 

Delegate Duffy (T. J.), for the Commit- 
tee on State Organization, presented the 
following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


Denver, Colo., November 21, 1908. 


To the Officers and Delegates of the 

Twenty-Eighth Annual Convention of 
the American Federation of Labor: 
Your Committee on State Organiza- 
tions beg leave to report that having 
given due consideration to the question 
of State Federations and their relation 
and utility to the general labor move- 
ment, are of the opinion that State Fed- 
erations are essential factors in progress 
and advancement of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor. 

Your committee note with satisfaction 
the addition of four State Federations to 
our list during the past year, and are of 
the opinion that every effort should be 
made to complete the list by adding the 
remaining states to the roster of State 
Federations. 

Your committee are in hearty accord 
with the sentiment expressed by Presi- 
dent Gompers wherein he says: “There 
are no bodies more effective in carrying 
into execution the policies and principles 
for which our movement stands than 
these State Federations and City Cen- 
tral Labor Organizations. Their influ- 
ence for good is marked and _ wide- 
spread. By reason of their constant 
mingling with the rank and file of the 
toilers in their respective states and lo- 
calities they inspire feelings of unity, 
fraternity and _ solidarity among’ the 
workers and all right thinking men.” 

Your committee are ot che opinion that 
a State Labor Federation can be made as 
essential to progress within the state as 
is the American Federation of Labor to 
the nation. They serve the purpose of 
educating the workers to more thor- 
oughly grasp the intent and purpose of 
the wider movement, a 

A State Federation, in its general pur- 
pose, may be classed under three heads: 

First: To seek favorable legislation in 
the interest of labor. 

Second: To oppose legislation that mili- 
tates against the general good. 

Third: To seek to foil the efforts of 
the professional lobbyist in the interest 
of corporate wealth. 

That the State Federations have been 
successful in the matter of improved 
laws, governing prison labor, on compul- 
sory education, more effective factory in- 
spection, and other remedial legislation 
is beyond peradventure. 

Your committee are also of the opinion 
that the State Federation is of material 
assistance in the matter of organization, 
and feel that every assistance possible 
should be rendered them by the Execu- 
tive officers of this Federation. 

The educational value of the State Fed- 
eration can not be over-estimated. The 
Annual Convention provides opportunity 
for the study of the ethics and philoso- 
phy of the great labor movement. The 
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wider contact of thought evolves knowl- 
edge that materially aids in broadening 
the mind and greatly enhances the use- 
fulness in the local field. 

For the foregoing and many other rea- 
sons that might be given, we would rec- 
ommend that the International Unions 
should use every effort to have their Lo- 
eal Unions affiliate with their respective 
State Federations, and in furtherance of 
this end we recommend that the Secre- 
tary of the American Federation of La- 
ber be and is hereby instructed to com- 
municate with the officers of the Inter- 
national and Federal Unions, urging them 
to have the Local Unions throughout the 
country affiliate with the State Federa- 
tions where such exist. Also to take 
such measures as will lead to the forma- 
tion of State Branches in the remaining 
ten states not yet in line. 

R. GLOCKLING, President; 
THOS. J. DUFFY, Secretary; 
JAMES F. KANE, 
TIMOTHY HEALY, 

DAVID McLENNAN, 

. W. MeCULLOUGH, 
RICHARD BRAUNSCHWEIG, 
M. J. O’BRIEN, 

P. C. WINN, 

J. H. RICHARDS, 

W. J. McSORLEY, 
JOSEPH T. WINKLER, 
CHAS. A. CULLEN, 

P. F. McCARTHY, 
ALEX DOULL. 

On motion the report of the committee 
was adopted. 

Delegate Grout—I arise to a question 
of* personal privilege, and would like to 
make a statement in the interest of my 
organization. I regret exceedingly that 
Delegate Mitchell holds the organization 
I have the honor to represent here re- 
sponsible for the attempts of the Manu- 
facturers’ Association to put him in jail. 
Many attempts have been made to put 
members of our organization in jail, and 
in some instances they have been suc- 
cessful. Our organization did not hold 
anyone responsible for that except the 
Manufacturers’ Association. In _ behalf 
ef the organization I represent I intro- 
duced in this Convention a_ resolution 
asking that financial assistance be given, 
and that the best legal talent be secured 
for all those attacked by the Buck’s Stove 
and Range Company. We appreciate the 
efforts of those who helped us in that 
fight, but it is your fight as well as ours, 
and I see no reason why I should be ex- 
pected to remain silent on subjects I am 
interested in. 

Delegate Walker intimates that my po- 
litical belief influences me in question- 
ing the eligibility of Delegate Mitchell 
to a seat on the Executive Council. I 
have never charged anyone with being 


a traitor to the labor movement because 
they differ with me politically, and I 
don’t want that inference drawn from 
his statements. 

President Gompers—The gentleman is 
exceeding his question of personal privi- 
lege. 

Vice-President Duncan—I desire to say 
a word, if the Conventiion will permit, 
upon the subject spoken of by Delegate 
Grout. I desire to speak as an interested 
party, as a member of the Executive 
Council of the American Federation of 
Labor and concerned in the Buck’s Stove 
and Range suit. 

I desire to say that Delegate Grout 
should be the last man to stand on the 
floor of this Convention and question 
anything in connection with the standing 
of John Mitchell. Vice-President 
Mitchell’s statement to-day may not 
have been as well understood by the 
average delegate as it is by us. This 
suit that has been introduced recently 
in Washington affecting President Gom- 
pers, Vice-President Mitchell and Secre- 
tary Morrison only seriously affects 
Vice-President Mitchell in two particu- 
lars. The first is that as President of 
the United Mine Workers. He was in 
the chair when a motion was passed by 
the Convention of that organization. The 
second is that the journal of the or- 
ganization of Delegate Grout, the Metal 
Polishers, published a statement to the 
effect that the boycott circulars of Dele- 
gate Grout’s organization reached a good 
many people through the office of the 
Mine Workers. Mr. Davenport, the 
lawyer for the Buck’s Stove and Range 
Company, questioned and pilloried Vice- 
President Mitchell because of that pub- 
lished statement that the United Mine 
Workers’ office was sending out those 
circulars. It was made one of the prin- 
cipal things whereby Mr. Mitchell was 
charged with violating the injunction of 
Judge Gould. Mr. Davenport had the 
journal with the statements in it. 

It therefore ill becomes Delegate Grout 
to come here and try to besmirch the 
name of a Vice-President of this organi- 
zation, and a former President of the 
United Mine Workers of America, in the 
same way the employers are trying to 
besmirch his character. I don’t know 
that the literature spoken of was sent 
out from the office of the United Mine 
Workers, as stated in the journal of the 
Metal Polishers, but Mr. Davenport is 
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making that one of his two strong points 
to put John Mitchell in prison. 

-I would not have said this at this time 
had it not been that some delegates com- 
ing to this Convention are not satisfied 
at any time unless they are endeavoring 
to nag at a man who is an Officer. Dele- 
gate Grout stated that John Mitchell was 
doing wrong because he was working for 
capitalists and receiving a salary: Are 
not the members of our unions working 
for employers who are capitalists and 
receiving salaries for services performed? 
That is not what is in his mind; it was 
an effort to connect Vice-President 
Mitchell with the side that is against or- 
ganized labor. 

I would be unfair, I would be untrue 
to myself and my colleagues, if I did not 
stand here and say this in the closing 
hours of our Convention. I would have 
saved the Convention this if Delegate 
Grout had not insisted upon rising to 
try to do something to belittle John 
Mitchell before the delegates here. 

Delegate Grout—I would like to say a 
few words. 

Delegate Gallagher—I rise to a point of 
order. He had his chance to make a 
statement, and my point is that the in- 
cident is now closed. I move that the in- 
cident be considered closed. (Seconded 
and carried.) 

Delegate Robinson (Hugh)—I move that 
the Convention adjourn sine die. (Sec- 
onded.) 

President Gompers—Just a word be- 
fore I put the motion to adjourn. It has 
been my pleasure to preside over and to 
participate in the the proceedings of the 
Conventions of the American Federation 
of Labor almost without interruption 
from the date of its formation in 1881 to 
this time. It has been a matter of 
gratification to me to note the growth 
of the organization within the past year; 
not so much its growth in numbers, but 
the mental growth of the men and 
women who make up our Convention. 
When the list of delegates was first 
shown me I noted many new names, and 
I experiznced considerable difficulty in 
determining without personal knowl- 
edge and personal contact who to place 
on the important work of our com- 
mittees. But, standing before you at 
the first session, I saw an immense num- 
ber of new faces, and I can say, without 
flattery or undue praise, that the men 
and women I found in the Convention 


are a great contribution toward our ad- 
vance. 

It is something to know that in this 
American Federation of Labor we pre- 
sent the broadest platform and _ the 
freest forum for every man to express 
himself upon any subject of concern to 
the cause of labor. I don’t believe there 
is anywhere a freer forum than the floor 
of the American Federation of Labor. 

During our Convention we have per- 
formed splendid work. We have outlined 
work for the coming year, and for the 
future after that year, that will make for 
the solidarity of the organized labor 
movement of this country. I am sure 
that it will make for fraternity and for 
the common uplift. During the Conven- 
tion two International Unions have be- 
come affiliated. One International Union 
being in rivalry, or having a rival in its 
craft, has had the foundation laid for 
amalgamation or ccnsolidation and peace 
in the trade. A terrible dissension arose 
in one Brotherhood, which was divided 
in two opposing forces. Through the in- 
strumentality and mediation of the 
American Federation of Labor Conven- 
tion we have laid the basis for the unity, 
the success and the permanency of that 
organization. Through the instrumental- 
ity of the American Federation of Labor 
two organizations, which to a pessimist 
it would seem never could ally them- 
selves, never could be brought into com- 
munion with each other or to co-operate 
with each other, were brought into an 
agreement and a basis was laid that will 
mean peace among the Longshoremen 
and the Seamen. 

Much more has been done which I have 
not the time to review or you the time to 
listen to. I do believe. however, that out 
of this Convention will grow, not only 
the feeling, but the knowledge and the 
determination that this, American labor 
movement of ours has been planted so 
firmly that there is no power in all the 
combined antagonists of labor to sepa- 
rate, to divide or drive us out of ex- 
istence. 

This movement of labor, this American 
labor movement stands as a _ protest 
against wrong; it stands as the van. 
guard, the living, crystallized sentiment 
of discontent against injustice. It is a 
movement that expresses the struggles 
and hopes and prayers of the men and 
women who toil. 

I trust that after the close of the Con- 
vention you may all reach your homes 
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in safety and in health, and that you 
will take up your work with renewed 
courage and vigor. May the coming 
Thursday be a day of real thanksgiving 
for right and justice as well as _ for 
plenty; may the coming holiday season 
usher in a new day, a bright day ot 
peace and good will to all mankind. 

I shall ask one of the delegates from 
the youngest International Union in this 


FRANK J. PULVER, 
Assistant. 
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Convention to sing that good old song so 
often sung in our Conventions, taken 
from Bonnie Scotland and made the 
universal song of brotherhood and good 
will. Brother Peter G. Cook, of the 
Operative Plasterers’ International As- 
sociation, will sing ‘‘Auld Lang Syne.”’ 


At the close of the singing the Con- 
vention was adjourned sine die. 


FRANK MORRISON, 
Secretary American Federation of Labor 
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